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PHILIP  THE  SECOND , 

KING  OF  SPAIN. 

BOOK  XIX. 

TH  E  prince  of  Parma  did  not  negleft  boor 

the  opportunity  which  the  diftrefs  occa-  _ 

fioned  by  the  death  of  the  prince  of  Orange  '5?4- 

J  1  °  Temper  pd a 

afforded  him,  to  perfuade  the  confederated  pro-  difpufiiion 
vinces  to  accept  of  peace.  But  their  diflruft  of  oflheSu,c': 
Philip,  their  attachment  to  the  Proteftant  faith, 
and  the  other  caufes  mentioned  above,  ftill  re¬ 
tained  their  influence,  and  rendered  them  averfe 
to  any  reconcilement  with  a  prince,  againft 
whom  their  indignation  was  more  inflamed  than 
ever,  by  the  cruel  injury  which  they  had  lately 
fuffered.  They  could  attend  to  nothing  now 
but  how  to  profecute  the  war  with  vigour,  or 
to  teftify  their  refpedt  for  the  memory  of  the 
prince  of  Orange. 

Vol,  III,  B  William’s 
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book  William’s  eldeft  fon,  the  count  of  Buren, 
was  Hill  a  prifoner  in  Spain  ;  and  his  fecond, 
prince  Maurice  %  was  engaged  in  the  ftudy  of 
literature  and  fcience  at  the  univerfity  of  Ley¬ 
den.  On  this  young  man,  who,  at  the  time  of 
his  father’s  death,  was  only  eighteen  years  old, 
of  great  hopes,  and  whofe  actions  afterwards 
exceeded  the  moil:  fanguine  expectations  of  his 
countrymen,  the  States  bellowed  the  greatefl 
part  of  the  dignities  which  his  father  had  en¬ 
joyed.  Befides  creating  him  high-admiral  of 
the  Union,  they  conferred  upon  him  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  Holland,  Zealand,  and  Utrecht. 
And,  in  order  to  fupply  his  want  of  experience, 
and  fecure  his  being  early  inftrufted  in  the  mi¬ 
litary  art,  they  appointed  count  Hohenloe,  the 
moll  accomplilhed  officer  in  their  fervice,  to 
be  his  lieutenant  or  deputy,  till  he  Ihould  at¬ 
tain  to  greater  maturity  of  years  and  under- 
handing. 

Reduction  From  this  conduct  of  the  States,  which 
Ghe™t,e&e.  proved  that  William’s  afcendant  over  them 
had  not  terminated  with  his  life,  Farnefe  per¬ 
ceived  that  it  would  be  impoffible  to  bring  the 
war  to  a  conclufion  in  any  other  way  than  by 
force  of  arms.  Difmiffing  therefore  all  thoughts 

*  Grandfon,  by  the  mother’s  fide,  of  the  celebrated  eleftor 
of  Saxony  of  the  fame  name. 

Of 
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of  peace,  he  proceeded  with  great  activity  in  book 
the  military  operations  which  he  had  begun  in  _X1X;_ 
Brabant  and  r landers;  and  his  fuccefs  was  in  *534. 
proportion  to  the  prudence  and  vigilance  which 
he  exerted.  Befides  the  towns  above  men¬ 
tioned,  he  had  lately  acquired  Vilvorden  and 
Dendremonde,  but  he  had  not  yet  reduced 
Ghent,  Bruffels,  or  Antwerp.  To  have  pro¬ 
ceeded  feparately  again  fi  each  of  thofe  places, 
in  the  ordinary  way  of  fleges,  would  have  pro- 
traded  the  war  to  an  exceffive  length.  Inftead 
of  that  method,  he  bethought  himfelf  of  ano¬ 
ther,  which  was  fuggefted  by  the  fituation  of 
the  feveral  towns,  and  the  nature  of  their  re- 
fources.  Tnis  was  to  make  himfelf  mafter  of 
the  banks  of  the  rivers  and  canals  on  which  they 
ftood,  while  he  fent  out  flying  parties  of  horfe 
to  fcour  the  adjacent  country.  And  thus  he 
not  only  put  a  flop  to  their  trade,  without  which 
they  could  not  fubfift,  but  cut  off  all  of  them 
but  Antwerp  from  every  fort  of  communication 
with  other  places.  For  feveral  months,  how- 
evei,  the  inhabitants  declined  entering  into  any 
terms  of  accommodation.  But  when  they  con- 
fldered  that,  unlefs  he  were  obliged  to  draw  off 
his  troops  by  the  approach  of  a  fuperior  army, 
they  muff  foon  be  reduced  to  the  laff  extre¬ 
mity,  their  refolution  failed,  they  began  to 
liften  more  patiently  to  the  exhortations  which 
the  fecret  partifans  of  Spain  were  daily  found- 
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ingin  their  ears ;  and,  at  length,  fuch  of  them 
as  were  fituated  in  the  more  interior  parts,  firft 
Ghent,  and  afterwards  Bruffels  and  fome  other 
inland  towns,  refolved  to  return  under  the 
Spanifh  government,  upon  conditions  to  which 
Farnefe  had,  on  different  occafions,  fhewn  him- 
felf  willing  to  agree. 

Of  thefe  conditions,  the  mofl  important 
were  the  following  :  “  That  the  people  fhould 

engage  to  acknowledge  no  other  fovereign  but 
the  king  of  Spain :  That  no  religion  but  the 
Roman  Catholic  fhould  be  permitted,  but  that 
the  Proteflants  fhould  be  allowed  to  remain  in 
the  Netherlands  for  two  years,  in  order  to  dif- 
pofe  of  their  effects  :  That  a  fum  of  money 
fhould  be  paid  for  defraying  the  expences  of 
the  war :  That  all  paft  offences  fhould  be  for¬ 
given,  and  all  the  ancient  rights  and  privileges 
of  the  inhabitants  reflored  and  maintained  in¬ 
violate.” 

In  fulfilling  his  part  of  thefe  conditions, 
Farnefe  not  only  adted  with  flridt  fidelity,  but 
difplayed  a  degree  of  lenity  and  moderation 
that  was  admirably  calculated  to  promote  his 
view's.  Of  the  fine  of  three  hundred  thoufand 
crowms,  to  which  the  people  of  Ghent  con- 
fented  in  their  treaty  of  furrender,  he  demanded 
only  two  hundred  thoufand.  And  although  in 

his 
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his  a£t  of  indemnity  fix  perfons,  more  ob¬ 
noxious  than  the  reft,  had  been  excepted,  he 
required  from  them  only  a  pecuniary  fine.  He 
was  likewife  at  all  times  willing  to  liften  to  the 
complaints  of  the  Proteftants,  and  to  redrefs 
their  grievances  b. 

All  the  confiderable  towns  in  Brabant  were 
now  fubdued,  except  Antwerp.  The  prince  had 
early  formed  the  refolution  of  laying  fiege 
to  that  important  city ;  and  fome  time  before 
his  acquifition  of  Ghent  and  Bruflels,  he  had 
taken  meafures  for  beginning  it.  But  in  order 
to  fecure  fuccefs,  it  was  necefiary  that  his  ut- 
moft  fkill  and  ftrength  ftiould  be  exerted  j  and 
he  now  applied  himfelf  to  the  profecution  of 
his  defign,  with  all  the  anxiety,  zeal,  and  in- 
duftry,  which  an  object  of  the  higheft  confe- 
quence  deferved. 

Antwerp  was  at  this  time  not  only  the  richeft 
and  moft  fplendid,  but  likewife  the  ftrongeft 
city  in  the  Netherlands.  As  it  lies  extended 
along  the  banks  of  the  Scheld,  and  the  confe¬ 
derates  ftill  maintained  their  fuperiority  at  fea, 
it  was  thought  to  be  fufficiently  fecured  on  one 
fide  by  a  ftrong  wall  which  ran  parallel  to  the 
river  j  and  on  the  other  fides  it  was  fortified  by 
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ramparts  of  extraordinary  height,  and  a  ditch 
filled  with  water,  of  fuch  depth  and  breadth, 
as  in  the  opinion  of  thofe  times  rendered  it  al- 
moll  impregnable. 

Such- was  the  judgment  formed  of  it  by  the 
prince  of  Parma,  and  on  this  account  he  did 
not  intend  to  attempt  reducing  it  by  ftorm,  but 
to  have  recourfe  to  the  flower  method  of  block¬ 
ade,  which  he  knew  mud;  fooner  or  later  prove 
fuccefsful. 

- ./  '  ' 

On  the  fide  towards  the  land,  he  found  it 
extremely  eafy  to  render  the  blockade  com¬ 
plete,  as  the  Hates  had  no  army  able  to  con¬ 
tend  with  him  in  the  field,  and  all  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  towns  were  in  his  pofieffiom  But  thefe 
cirCumftances  he  perceived  would  be  of  little 
advantage,  while  the  befieged  remained  mafi.ers 
of  the  Scheld  ;  and  therefore  to  deprive  them 
of  this  refource  was  the  great  objedt  to  which 
all  his  operations,  during  this  celebrated  fiege, 
were  directed. 

The  people  of  Antwerp  had  penetrated  into 
his  defign,  and  had  omitted  nothing  in  their 
power  to  prevent  him  from  carrying  it  into  exe¬ 
cution.  With  this  view  they  had  conftrudted 
two  forts,  one  on  each  fide  of  the  river,  about 
three  miles  below  the  town ;  to  one  of  which 

they 
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they  gave  the  name  of  Lieffkenfoech,  and  to 
the  other  that  of  Lillo.  Farnefe  judged  it  ne- 
ceffary  to  begin  his  operations  with  reducing 
thefe  forts.  He  fent  the  marquis  de  Roubais 
againft  Lieffkenfoech,  which  flood  on  the 
Flanders  fide  of  the  Scheld,  while  Mondragon 
laid  liege  to  Lillo.  Roubais  found  no  great 
difficulty  in  fulfilling  the  general’s  intention 
with  regard  to  Lieffkenfoech.  But  Mondra¬ 
gon’s  attempt  on  the  fort  of  Lillo  was  not 
attended  with  the  fame  fuccefs.  This  fort  was 
valiantly  defended  by  colonel  Balfour,  a  Scotch 
officer  of  diftinguifhed  merit,  and  Teligny,  the 
worthy  fon  of  the  brave  La  Noue.  After  bat¬ 
tering  the  ramparts  for  feveral  days,  Mondra¬ 
gon  attempted  to  take  the  fort  by  florm,  but 
was  repulfed  ;  and  in  his  repulfe,  and  a  fally 
which  the  garrifon  had  made  fome  days  before, 
he  fuflained  the  lofs  of  no  lefs  than  two  thoufand 
men. 

Upon  receiving  intelligence  of  this  difafler, 
the  prince  of  Parma,  after  fettling  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  towns  which  he  had  lately  con¬ 
quered,  came  himfelf  to  view  the  fcene  of 
aflion.  He  found  that  all  the  time  and  pains 
and  blood  which  had  been  fpent  in  the  fiege  of 
this  fort  had  been  mifapplied ;  and  perceived 
that  as  it  flood  at  fome  diflance  from  the  banks, 

B  4  it 
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b  o  o  k  it  did  not  materially  interfere  with  his  plan  for 
putting  a  (lop  to  the  navigation  of  the  river. 

1584. 

For  this  reafon,  inltead  of  puffiing  the  im¬ 
mediate  reduction  of  it,  he  was  fatisfied  with 
blockading  it  on  the  land  fide,  fo  as  to  prevent 
the  excurlions  of  the  garrifon. 

The  p-ince  Having  given  inftructions  for  this  purpofe, 
plan  for  * *  he  called  a  council  of  his  general  officers,  and 
tile  Scbfidf  before  them  his  project  for  blocking  up 

the  Scheld,  by  building  a  bridge  over  it,  to 
intercept  the  communication  between  the  be- 
fieged  city  and  the  maritime  provinces;  an  en- 
terprife  which,  had  it  failed,  would  have  ex- 
pofed  him  to  derifion,  but  which  ffiewed  the 
boldnefs  of  his  genius,  and  has  contributed, 
more  than  almoft  any  other  of  his  military  at- 
chievements,  to  raife  his  character  to  that  ex- 
-alted  rank  which  it  holds  in  the  annals  of 
hiftory. 

By  mofl  of  the  officers  his  propofal  was  re¬ 
garded  as  chimerical.  For  where,  faid  they, 
can  materials  be  found  for  fo  great  an  under¬ 
taking  ?  And  even  if  they  ffiould  be  found, 
yet  how  is  it  poffible  to  tranfport  them  hither  ? 
By  land-carriage,  it  is  utterly  impracticable ; 
nor  would  it  feem  to  be  much  eafier  by  water, 
while  the  enemy  pofleffies  fo  great  a  fuperiority 
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in  naval  force.  Befides  that,  no  beams,  they  book 
obferved,  were  of  fufficient  length  to  reach  the 
bottom  of  the  river. 

\ 

To  build  a  bridge  of  {hips,  they  thought, 
would  be  equally  impra&icable,  becaufe  he 
did  not  poffefs  fo  great  a  number  as  was  ne- 
ceffary,  and  it  would  be  impoffible  to  collect 
them  from  different  places,  in  the  face  of  a 
vigilant  enemy,  of  'a  fuperior  naval  ftrength. 

And  even  allowing  it  were  poffible,  either  with 
beams  or  {hips  to  conftruft  fuch  a  bridge  as  was 
proje&ed,  yet  it  would  be  quickly  deftroyed  by 
the  ice,  or  by  the  tides  and  florins,  or  by  the 
enemy. 

But  Farnefe,  confcious  of  refources  in  the 
fertility  of  his  genius,  of  which  his  officers 
could  form  no  idea,  was  not  difcouraged  by 
thefe  objections.  He  confidered  that  the  mea- 
fure  on  which  he  had  refolved  was  the  only 
one  by  which  Antwerp  could  be  reduced,  and 
that  till  he  fhould  reduce  that  city,  and  there-, 
by  get  poffeffion  of  a  naval  force,  the  towns 
lately  acquired  (which  ufually  carried  on  their 
trade  by  the  way  of  Antwerp)  mull  fuffer  the 
greateft  inconveniences,  and  it  would  be  in  vain 
for  him  to  attempt  the  conqueft  of  the  maritime 
provinces.  » 


Determined 
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sook  Determined  by  tbefe  confiderations,  he  pro- 

XIX  J 

, _ _  ceeded  infirmly  to  make  the  preparations  necef- 

I5S4-  fary  for  executing  his  defign.  Having  firil 
founded  the  river,'  and  rneafured  its  breadth  in 
different  places,  he  found,  that  between  the 
village  of  Ordham  in  Brabant,  and  Caloo  in 
Flanders,  it  was  neither  fo  deep  nor  fo  broad, 
as  above  or  below.  At  this  place  therefore  he 
refolved  to  build  a  bridge.  And  he  began  with 
raifmg  two  ftrong  forts  oppofite  to  each  other 
on  the  different  Tides  of  the  river,  befides  feveral 
redoubts,  on  which,  as  well  as  on  the  forts,  he 
planted  a  great  number  of  cannon,  to  defend  the 
bridge  when  finifhed,  and  to  proteft  the  work¬ 
men  while  engaged  in  building  it. 

*  ** 

In  the  mean  time  he  ranfacked  all  the  coun¬ 
try  round  for  materials,  and  had  the  good  for¬ 
tune  to  find  at  Dendremonde  and  Ghent,  great 
quantities  of  every  thing  requifite  for  the  in¬ 
tended  work.  If  he  could  have  conveyed  his 
materials  to  Caloo  down  the  Scheld,  a  great 
expence  of  labour  and  time  would  have  been 
faved.  This  he  repeatedly  attempted ;  but  he 
foon  found  that  it  was  impoflible  to  efcape  the 
vigilance  of  the  citizens,  who  being  directed 
in  all  their  operations  by  St.  Aldegonde,  lay  in 
wait  for  his  boats  near  Antwerp,  and  either 
took  ordeftroyed  them. 
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In-  order  to  avoid  the  repetition  of  this  dif- 
after,-  Farnefe  made,  on  the  Flanders  fide  near 
Borcht,  which  ftands  higher  than  Antwerp,  a 
large  cut  in  the  dyke  of  the  Scheld,  by  which- 
he  laid  all  the  neck  of  land  between  Borcht  and 
Caloo  under  water  ;  opening  an  egrefs  for  the 
water  by  another  cut  near  Caloo,  and  tranf- 
porting  his  apparatus  for  the  bridge  acrofs  the 
inundation.  This  expedient  rendered  it  unne- 
ceflary  for  his  boats  to  pafs  by  Antwerp,  and 
they  like  wife  arrived  fooner  at  their  deftined 
port. 

But  St.  Aldegonde  having  built  a  redoubt 
ou  the  Brabant  fide,  oppoftte  to  the  cut  at 
Borcht,  and  ftationed  fome  armed  veffels  to 
cruife  there,  foon  rendered  the  paiTage  as  diffi¬ 
cult  as  before.  Farnefe  was  therefore  obliged 
to  adopt  another  experiment,  much  more  labo¬ 
rious  than  the  former,  but  which  he  knew  would 
certainly  be  attended  with  fuccefs.  This  was  to 
dig  a  canal  fifteen  Italian  miles  in  length,  to 
join  the  inundation  juft  now  mentioned,  with  a 
little  river  which  falls  into  the  Scheld  at  Ghent. 
That  he  might  finilh  this  arduous  undertaking 
the  more  fpeedily,  he  fixed  his  head-quarters 
at  Beveren,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  canal, 
and  was  perpetually  prefent  himfelf,  exhorting 
and  encouraging  the  workmen ;  and  fometimes 
taking  the  fpade  and  pick-axe  into  his  own 

hand. 
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book  hand.  The  work  was  finifhed  with  wonderful 
expedition,  and  fully  anfwered  his  expectation. 
i584.  As  the  enemy  could  have  no  accefs  either  to 
the  canal,  or  the  river  with  which  it  commu¬ 
nicated,  he  conveyed  all  neceflary  materials  and 
engines  from  Ghent  without  oppofition,  and 
immediately  afterwards  began  the  conftrudtion  of 
the  bridge. 

O 

I 

Bcfenption  The  two  extremities  of  this  edifice  were 

<r»y  tdn* 

formed  of  huge  beams,  driven  into  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  river  by  the  force  of  engines,  and 
ftrongly  bound  together  by  other  tranfverfe  or 
crofs  beams.  This  part  of  the  work,  called  the 
ftacados  or  eftacados,  ran  from  each  fide  of  the 
river  towards  the  middle  of  it,  as  far  as  the 
depth  of  the  water  would  allow  ;  which  on  the 
Flanders  fide  was  two  hundred  feet,  and  on  the 
other,  nine  hundred.  Thefe  flacados  were  only 
twelve  feet  broad,  except  towards  the  two  ex¬ 
tremities,  next  the  centre  of  the  river,  where 
their  breadth  being  increafed  to  forty  feet, 
two  forts  were  eredted  upon  them,  and  fur- 
nilhed  with  artillery.  The  whole  was  covered 
at  top  with  flrong  planks,  and  a  parapet  five 
feet  high,  of  the  thickeft  planks,  wras  raifed 
upon  it  for  the  fecurity  of  the  foldiers.  A  row 
of  piles  was  then  driven  deep  into  the  bottom 
of  the  river,  parallel  to  each  of  the  flacados, 
at  the  diflance  of  a  few  feet  from  them,  and 

ftrongly 
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ftrongly  fattened  to  the  beams  of  which  they 
were  compofed.  Befides  which,  another  row  of 
long  beams  pointed  with  iron,  was  placed  hori¬ 
zontally  a  little  above  the  furface  of  the  water ; 
ttretching  out  to  a  confiderable  length  from  the 
bridge  on  both  fides,  fo  as  to  make  it  dangerous 
for  fhips  to  approach. 

By  this  part  of  the  work,  the  navigation  of 
the  river  was  confiderably  ttraitened ;  but  as 
there  was  an  open  fpace  in  the  middle,  be¬ 
tween  the  heads  of  the  ettacados,  of  more  than 
one  thoufand-  two  hundred  and  fifty  feet,  the 
enemy’s  fhips,  taking  advantage  fometimes  of 
the  night,  and  fometimes  of  the  wind  and  tide, 
continued,  though  not  without  lofs,  to  pafs 
and  repafs  as  formerly ;  and  the  city  wras  ftill 
abundantly  fupplied  with  provifions.  Farnefe 
having  from  the  beginning  intended  to  fill  up 
the  intermediate  fpace  with  fhips,  had  with 
great  difficulty  colle&ed  two  and  thirty,  which 
he  judged  to  be  a  fufficient  number.  Thefe 
veflels,  after  the  matts  had  been  taken  out,  were 
placed  with  their  fides  parallel  to  each  other,  at 
the  diftance  of  about  twenty  feet.  They  were 
ftrongly  fattened  together  by  chains,  and  wrere 
fixed  in  their  places  by  anchors  at  both  ends, 
in  fuch  a  manner  that  the  failors  could  fhorten 
or  lengthen  their  cables,  as  the  tide  either  rofe 
or  fell.  Over  the  intermediate  fpaces,  ftrong 
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book  beams  went  from  one  fhip  to  another.  Above 
'A,'  thefe  were  laid  planks  •,  and  the  fame  fort  of 
*524-  parapet  was  erected,  as  that  which  was  raifed  on 
the  ftacados.  Thirty  foldiers  and  four  failors 
were  put  on  board  each  fhip,  and  all  thp  fhips 
were  planted  with  artillery. 

Eor  the  greater  fecurity  of  this  part  of  the 
work,  a  flota  one  thoufand  two  hundred  feet 
long  w  as  conilructed  of  barks,  bound  together 
in  the  fame  manner  as  the  fhips  of  w'hich  the 
bridge  was  formed,  with  the  fame  fort  of  beams 
pointed  with  iron,  refembling  a  file  of  pikes, 
ftretching  from  that  end  of  the  barks  which  lay 
next  to  the  enemy.  Thefe  barks  w7ere  filled 
with  empty  cafks,  to  prevent  them  from  being 
funk,  and  were  fixed  in  their  place  by  anchors. 
Of  this  kind  of  flota,  twro  were  conflruded,  con- 
fifting  each  of  two  and  thirty  barks,  one  above, 
and  the  other  below  the  bridge,  at  the  diftance 
of  two  hundred  yards. 

This  ftupendous  work c  furnifhed  employ¬ 
ment  to  the  prince  of  Parma’s  fleet  and  army 
for  more  than  half  a  year.  Without  a  fleet  of 
confiderable  flrength  it  could  not  have  been 
executed,  and  the  procuring  of  this  fleet  in  fuch 
difadvantageous  circumftances,  w'as  one  of  the 

*  It  was  fLnifhed  February  1585. 
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many  finking  proofs  which  Farnefe  exhibited 
on  this  occafion,  of  that  extraordinary  activity 
and  enterprife  by  which  his  character  is  fo  emi¬ 
nently  diflinguifhed.  With  infinite  labour  and 
difficulty  he  had  equipped,  at  Ghent  and  Dun¬ 
kirk,  forty  armed  veffels,  and  put  them  under 
the  command  of  the  marquis  de  Roubais ;  who 
being  well  fupported  by  the  forts  and  redoubts 
on  the  banks'  of  the  river,  protedted  the  work¬ 
men,  in  fpite  cf  the  moft  vigorous  efforts 
which  the  befieged  could  make  to  interrupt 
them. 

Farnese  however  would  not  probably  have 
fucceeded  in  his  enterprife,  if  the  United  States 
had  exerted  themfelves  with  vigour,  propor¬ 
tioned  either  to  that  of  the  enemy,  or  to  the 
importance  of  the  prise  contefted.  It  now  ap¬ 
peared  how  great  was  the  lofs  which  the  confe¬ 
deracy  had  fuflained  in  the  death  of  the  prince 
of  Orange.  By' William’^  fuperior  rank,  wif- 
dom,  and  experience,  fome  turbulent  leaders 
had  been  retrained,  who,  after  his  death,  in¬ 
dulged  their  factious,  interefled  fpirit,  without 
regard  to  the  pernicious  confequences  which 
might  enfue.  Among  thefe  was  Treflong, 
whom  the  States  had  appointed  commander  of 
the  fleet  deflined  for  the  relief  of  Antwerp. 
This  man,  whether  from  treachery  or  from 
private  refentment,  paid  no  regard  to  his  in- 

flruftions ; 


BOOS 

XiX. 


1 6 

BOOK 

XIX. 


Confterna* 
lion  of  the 
befieged. 


-  I 


HISTORY  OF  THE  REIGN  OF 

ftrudtions;  but  on  different  pretences,  at  firfl 
delayed  putting  the  orders  of  the  States  in  exe¬ 
cution  ;  and  at  laft  told  them  that  he  would 
not  fail,  unlefs  fome  perfons  with  whom  he  had 
quarrelled  were  removed  from  the  magiflracy. 
On  this  occafion,  prince  Maurice  called  an  af- 
fembly  of  the  Slates  of  the  province,  difmiffed 
Treflong  from  his  employment,  and  put  him 
under  arrefl.  The  command  of  the  fleet  was 
then  given  to  count  Hohenloe ;  but  the  time 
in  which  its  operations  might  have  proved 
effectual,  was  pafl ;  and  the  bridge,  wfith  all  its 
fortifications,  as  above  defcribed,  was  almoft: 
finifhed. 

No  words  can  exprefs  the  aflonifhment  which 
it  excited  in  the  minds  of  the  befieged.  At 
the  commencement  of  the  work,  they  had  re¬ 
garded  it  rather  as  an  objeft  of  derifion,  than 
as  fitted  to  excite  any  ferious  apprehenfion  or 
alarm.  Their  anxiety  and  terror  now  were  in 
proportion  to  their  former  confidence  and  fe- 
curity.  They  faw  an  entire  flop  put  to  their 
trade  in  every  quarter.  They  already  felt 
many  of  the  inconveniences  of  a  fiege.  Their 
imaginations  reprefented,  in  the  moft  dreadful 
light,  the  calamities  which  they  were  about  to 
fuffer ;  and  perfons  of  all  ranks  began  to  talk 
of  the  neceflity  of  preventing  them  in  time,  by 
making  their  peace  with  the  enemy.  But  they 
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were  divided  from  forming  any  fixed  refolution  book 
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by  St.  Aldegonde,  who  employed  all  his  elo-  <. _ 

quence  and  addrefs  to  roufe  their  abhorrence  of  Ws- 

the  Spanifh  yoke,  and  to  infpire  them  with  the 

hopes  of  being  able  to  ralfe  the  fiege. 

i  i  ,  .  >< 

“  It  is  not  furprifing,  faid  he,  in  an  affembly  Speech  0f 
of  thofe  who  held  public  offices  in  the  town,  gonde^' 
that  many  of  our  fellow-citizens  ffiould  tremble 
at  the  profpedt  of  thofe  hardffiips  which  ufually 
attend  a  long  continued  fiege.  But  while  we 
calf  our  eyes  forward  to  thefe,  let  us  reflect  on 
the  calamities  which  we  have  reafon  to  dread 
from  a  furrender.  We  have  feen,  within  thefe 
few  years,  two  memorable  fieges,  the  fiege  of 
Haerlem,  and  that  of  Leyden.  The  people  of 
Haerlem,  rather  than  fubmit  to  the  lad  extre- 
mities,  chofe  to  throw  themfelves  on  the  mercy 
of  the  Spaniards.  But  how  bitterly  did  they 
repent  of  their  having  done  fo  ?  And  how  much 
better  had  it  been  to  have  fallen  in  the  field  of 
battle,  than  to  fuffer,  as  fo  great  a  number  of 
the  braved  did,  that  ignominious  death,  to 
which  they  were  doomed  by  the  cruel  Spaniard  ? 

The  inhabitants  of  Leyden,  on  the  other  hand, 
refolved  rather  to  die,  than  to  deliver  them¬ 
felves  up  to  fuch  a  perfidious  enemy  ;  and  the 
confequence  of  their  adhering  to  this  refolution 
was,  that  the  fiege  was  raifed,  and  a  period  put 
to  all  their  miferies.  Can  we  hefitate  in  de- 
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elding  which  of  thefe  examples  we  ought  to 
follow  ?  Is  not  death  more  eligible  than  fub- 
miflion  to  the  dominion  of  an  enemy,  from 
whom  we  have  endured  fuch  intolerable  out¬ 
rage  ? 

If  this  city  fhall  fall  again  under  the  yoke  of 
thefe  oppreffors,  can  we  doubt  that  the  citadel 
will  be  reftored,  and  wfith  it  all  the  tyranny 
which  they  were  wont  to  exercife  ?  Will  not 
our  religion  be  proferibed,  and  the  inquifition 
eftablilhed  ?  This  illuflrious  city  will  then  be¬ 
come  a  colony  of  Spaniards.  Her  commerce 
will  be  ruined,  and  her  inhabitants  obliged  to 
wander  in  fearch  of  places  of  abode,  forlorn  and 
indigent.  But  why  fhould  I  thus  deferibe  the 
difafters  of  a  furrender  ?  There  is  flill  no  reafon 
for  defpair.  It  is  impoffible  that  this  bridge 
can  Hand  long  againfl  the  efforts  which  we  fhall 
make  for  its  deftrudtion.  Let  us  not  therefore 
be  wanting  to  ourfelves  ;  but  with  a  fixed  unal¬ 
terable  purpofe,  let  us  embrace  the  glorious 
alternative  of  liberty  or  death.” 

By  thefe  exhortations,  joined  to  the  refpedl 
in  which  his  charadler  was  held,  St.  Aldegonde 
gained  over  the  citizens  to  a  perfedl  conformity 
with  his  fentiments ;  and  perfuaded  them  to  re¬ 
new  the  oath,  which  they  had  formerly  taken, 
never  to  return  under  the  dominion  of  the  king 
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of  Spain.  An  edi£t  was  then  publifhed,  pro-  book 
hibiting  all  pSrfons,  under  the  fevered;  penalties,  t 
from  liftening  to  any  terms  of  accommodation  15S5. 
that  might  be  offered  ;  after  which  they  pro¬ 
ceeded  wath  redoubled  ardour  to  put  in  practice 
fuch  expedients  as  had  been  devifed  for  the  de¬ 
molition  of  the  bridge^ 

In  order  to  effedluate  this,  they  had  been  prepara. 
for  fome  time  paft  employed  in  preparing  fire-  tbi“-sofyj;e 
{hips,  under  the  direction  of  Giambelli,  a  ce-  ciemoiiOiHg 
lebrated  Italian  engineer,  who  appears  to  have  theblh3tti* 
been  the  author  of  this  invention.  They  were 
formed  of  the  thickeft  planks,  and  had  each  of 
them  a  mine  or  chamber  in  the  middle.  This 
mine  was  built  in  the  ftrongefl  manner,  and 
filled  with  gun-powder,  and  with  rugged  flones, 
bullets,  and  fuch  other  weighty  materials, 
rammed  hard  and  clofe,  on  purpofe  to  increafe 
the  refiltance  and  augment  the  force  of  the 
explofion. 

The  citizens  laboured  at  the  fame  time  in. 
conftruCting  a  flat-bottomed  veffel  of  extraor¬ 
dinary  flrength  and  fize,  with  which  they  in¬ 
tended  to  attack  the  forts  and  redoubts  on  the 
banks  of  the  river.  This  enormou?  machine  v 

was  more  properly  a  floating  caftle  than  a  fhip, 
and  the  town’s  people  had,  On  account  of  the 
fanguine  expectations  which  they  conceived 

C  2  from 


HISTORY  OF  THE  REIGN  OF 


BOOK 

MX. 


from  it,  given  it  the  name  of  the  “  end  of  the 
war.” 


While  the  people  of  Antwerp  were  thus 
employed,  the  confederates  who  lay  at  Lillo, 
under  count  Hohenloe,  made  a  vigorous  attack 
on  the  fort  of  Lieffkenfoech,  and  compelled 
the  garrifon  to  furrender.  From  LiefFkenfoech, 
they  proceeded  againfl  another  fort  of  the  name 
of  St.  Antony,  which  they  Iikewife  reduced  with 
the  fame  facility.  When  intelligence  was  brought 
to  the  prince  of  Parma  of  their  defcent,  he  fet 
out  with  a  detachment  of  his  army  to  oppofe 
their  progrefs  ;  but  both  the  forts  had  furren- 
dered  before  he  could  arrive.  Being  enraged 
againfl  the  commanders  of  thefe  forts,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  their  having  made  too  feeble  a  refill- 
ance,  he  ordered  them  both  to  be  beheaded  on 
the  dyke  of  the  Scheld,  in  fight  of  the  enemy. 
He  was  the  more  concerned  for  the  lofs  of 

t 

Lieffkenfoech,  as  it  gave  the  enemy  free  pof- 
fefhon  of  the  navigation  of  the  river  below  the 
bridge,  and  thereby  tended  to  facilitate  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  any  defign  which  they  might  form  for 
its  deflrudtion. 


At  firfb  he  imagined  that  the  folicitude  which 
the  confederates  had  fhewn  for  the  recovery  of 
Lieffkenfoech,  had  proceeded  from  their  in¬ 
tending  to  make  an  attempt  upon  the  lower 
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fide  of  the  bridge.  But  it  foon  appeared,  that  book 
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their  only  view  was  to  fecond  the  operations  of  > _ T 1  ^ 

the  befieged,  and  to  complete  that  ruin  which  '5S5- 

they  expeCted  the  explofion  of  the  fire-fhips 

would  certainly  produce. 

These  veffels  were  fent  down  the  river,  with 
a  favourable  wind  and  tide,  on  the  fourth  of 
April.  The  Spaniards,  who  had  got  fome  \ 

imperfect  intelligence  of  their  nature,  were 
filled  with  the  molt  anxious  expectations. 

They  knew  them  to  be  the  fire-fhips  from  their 
unufual  appearance,  and  were  varioufly  affeCted, 
according  to  the  various  conjectures  which 
they  formed  of  the  effeCts  that  were  about  to  be 
produced.  But  they  were  all  alike  prompted 
by  curiofity,  to  behold  a  fpeCtacle  which  had 
never  been  exhibited  in  any  fiege  before.  And 
the  banks  of  the  river,  the  forts  and  redoubts, 
and  even  the  bridge  itfelf,  were  crowded  with 
fpeCtators. 

Of  feveral  veffels  which  Giambelli  had  pre¬ 
pared,  only  two  were  conflruCted  in  the  man¬ 
ner  above  mentioned,  the  one  of  which  con¬ 
tained  in  its  mine  fix  thoufand  pounds  of 
gun-powder,  and  the  other,  feven  thoufand 
five  hundred  pounds.  One  of  them  ran  afhore 
before  it  reached  the  bridge.  But  the  other 
being  more  fortunate  in  its  direction,  was 
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driven  towards  that  part  of  the  bridge,  where 
the  flacado  on  the  Flanders  fide  was  united  to 
the  flips.  A  great  number  of  the  Spanifh  offi¬ 
cers  and  foldiers  had  the  courage  to  jump  on 
board,  in  order  to  extinguiffi  the  train,  which 
Giambelli  had  contrived  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to 
require  an  hour  before  it  could  reach  the  mine. 
The  prince  of  Parma  had  advanced  a  little 
way  on  the  flacado,  to  wait  for  the  event ;  but 
was  prevailed  upon  by  his  officers  to  retire. 
He  had  fcarcely  entered  the  neighbouring  fort 
when  the  explofion  happened,  with  a  noife  more 
dreadful  than  the  loudeft  thunder.  A  fudden 
darknefs  overfpread  the  region  round.  The 
ground  fliook  as  in  an  earthquake.  The  river, 
difturbed  in  its  courfe,  was  thrown  over  its 
dykes,  and  poured  into  the  fort  of  Caloo  with 
inconceivable  violence.  Not  only  fuch  of  the 
Spaniards  periffied  as  had  ventured  to  go  on¬ 
board  the  fire-ffiip,  but  all  thofe  too  who  were 
upon  the  bridge,  and  many  of  thofe  who  food 
upon  the  banks  of  the  river.  No  language  can 
defcribe  the  horror  of  the  fcene  which  pre- 
fented  itfelf  after  the  fmoke  was  difpelled.  The 
bridge,  and  both  the  furface  and  the  banks  of 
the  river,  were  covered  with  the  dead  and 
wounded ;  whofe  bodies  were  disfigured  in 
a  thoufand  hideous  ways  by  the  fmoke  and 
flames,  and  the  various  inftruments  of  de- 
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flrudion  with  which  the  fhip  was  ftored.  Eight 
hundred  men  were  killed,  and  a  great  number 
maimed  and  dangeroufly  wounded.  Among 
the  killed  were  many  officers  of  diftindion  ;  but 
no  perfon  periffied,  fo  deeply  lamented  by  the 
prince  of  Parma,  as  the  Marquis  de  Roubais, 
the  general  of  the  horfe ;  a  nobleman  diftin- 
guiffied  by  many  fhining  accomplifhments, 
brave,  adive,  and  expert  both  in  the  arts  of 
peace  and  war ;  once  an  enemy  of  Spain  ;  but 
who,  prompted  by  jealoufy  of  the  prince  of 
Orange,  had  abandoned  the  caufe  of  liberty, 
and  ffiewn  for  fome  years  pad:  no  lefs  zeal  in 
reducing  his  countrymen  under  the  Spaniffi 
yoke,  than  he  had  dil'covered  formerly  in  affert- 
ing  their  independence.  It  was  not  only  Ioffes 
of  this  kind  which  the  prince  of  Parma  fuflained 
on  this  occafion.  The  bridge  likewife  f.Tered 
confiderable  damage.  Six  of  the  ffiips  which 
compofed  the  middle  part  of  it,  were  burnt ; 
fome  were  forced  from  their  ftations,  and  others 
turned  with  their  keels  uppermoft,  and  dafhed 
to  pieces. 
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If  the  confederates  had  improved  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  which  this  havoc  afforded  them,  the 
whole  work  might  have  been  demolifhed  ;  and 
in  that  cafe,  a  predidion  of  the  prince  of 
Orange  would  have  been  fulfilled,  that  if  Far- 
jiefe  with  fo  fmall  an  army  fhould  undertake 
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the  fiege  of  Antwerp,  it  would  prove  his  ruin*, 
But,  as  was  obferved  by  the  old  experienced 
Mondragone,  it  appeared  from  many  circum- 
ffances  in  the  condudt  of  the  confederates  in 
this  fiege,  that  the  prince  of  Orange  was 
dead. 

By  fome  ftrange  fatality,  or  fome  unac-  - 
countable  inadvertence,  or,  as  one  hilforian 
infmuates,  by  a  mifunderflanding  between  the 
magiftrates  of  Antwerp  and  the  admiral  of  the 
Antwerp  fleet,  thofe  fire- fh ip s  which  had  coff  fo 
great  an  expence  of  money,  ingenuity,  time 
and  pains,  were  fent  down  the  Scheld  before 
any  concert  had  been  formed  with  the  confe¬ 
derates  at  Lillo ;  who  were  therefore  unpre¬ 
pared  to  fecond  that  riiighty  effort  which  had 
been  made  for  opening  the  navigation  of  the 
river. — Giambelli,  though  extremely  folicitous 
to  know  the  fuccefs  of  his  invention,  remained 
entirely  ignprant  of  it  for  two  days.  A  large 
reward  was  offered  to  thofe  who  fnould  ven¬ 
ture  to  go  down  the  river  for  intelligence.  But 
none  had  courage  to  advance  far  enough  to 
make  any  certain  difcovery,  nor  did  the  citi¬ 
zens  know  any  thing  of  what  had  happened  till 
the  third  night  after,  when  they  received  in¬ 
formation  of  it  by  a  meffenger  from  count 
Hohenloe. 
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The  prince  of  Parma  was  in  the  mean  time 
employed  in  repairing  the  bridge,  and  he  ex¬ 
erted  himfelf  with  fo  much  a&ivity  and  vigour, 
that  it  was  made  as  ftrong  as  ever  before  the 
befieged  were  acquainted  with  the  damage 
which  it  had  fuftained.  His  late  experience 
fuggefted  to  him  an  alteration  in  the  work, 
which  was  found  afterwards  of  great  import¬ 
ance  :  this  was  to  remove  the  flotas,  and  to 
form  that  part  of  the  bridge  which  was  com- 
pofed  of  the  (hips,  in  fuch  a  manner  that,  in 
cafe  the  enemy  lhould  repeat  their  experiment, 
it  might  be  opened  at  different  places  to  let 
the  fare-fhips  pafs  through  and  continue  their 
courfe  down  the  river. 

If- 

The  fpirits  of  the  befieged  were  {fill  fup- 
ported  by  the  fanguine  hopes  which  they  had 
conceived  from  that  enormous  veffel,  which  they 
called  u  the  end  of  the  war.”  This  huge  ma¬ 
chine  was  entirely  the  work  of  the  citizens, 
and  was  not  approved  of  either  by  Giambelli  or 
St.  Aldegonde.  It  was  found,  on  trial,  too 
unwieldy  to  anfwer  the  purpofe  for  which  it 
was  intended.  After  planting  the  lower  part 
of  it  with  cannon,  and  filling  the  higher  part 
with  mufketeers,  they  made  an  attack  upon  one 
of  the  Spanifn  redoubts ;  but  they  failed  in 
their  attempt,  and  the  machine  itfelf  was  fo 
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much  fluttered,  as  to  be  rendered  almoff  un¬ 
fit  for  future  ufe. 

At  Giambelli’s  defire,  the  fenate  of  Antwerp 
fad  again  recourfe  to  their  firft  expedient  of 
fire- (hips ;  but  the  enemy  having  learnt  the  na¬ 
ture  of  thefe  machines,  employed  different  means 
to  render  them  ineffectual.  They  laid  hold  of 
them  as  foon  as  they  appeared,  and  fometimes 
extinguifhed  the  trains,  and  fometimes  dragged 
the  veffels  to  the  banks  of  the  river,  or  through 
the  openings  in  the  bridge. 

Giambelli  then  bethought  himfelf  of  ano¬ 
ther  device,  from  which  he  believed  that  fome 
more  Certain  effedt  might  be  expected.  Hav¬ 
ing  bound  together  in  one  compacted  body 
fifteen  flips  armed  with  pointed  beams,  and 
with  fcythes  or  falchions,  for  cutting  the  chains 
and  cordage  of  the  bridge,  he  fent  them  accom¬ 
panied  with  fire-fhips  down  the  river  when 
the  wind  and  tide  were  combined  and  favour- 
able.  The  fliock  which  this  contrivance  pro¬ 
duced  was  very  great  ;  but  through  the  wife 
precaution  which  Farnefe  had  taken,  by  making 
the  openings  juft  now  mentioned,  together 
with  the  unexampled  boldnefs  of  his  foldiers  in 
laying  hold  of  the  fire-flips,  the  bridge  received 
no  greater  damage  than  could  be  quickly  re¬ 
paired  « 
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paired.  Some  other  expedients  were  propofed  rook 
by  Giambelli,  but  the  fenate  was  deterred  from  ^ 
adopting  them,  partly  by  the  expence  and  time  I585* 
requifite  to  prepare  his  machines,  and  partly  by 
the  difficulty  of  finding  mariners  and  foldiers 
willing  to  expofe  themfelves  to  the  danger  with 
which  the  putting  his  inventions  in  practice 
would  have  been  attended. 

There  remained  now  for  the  befieged  only  TheCoun- 
one  reiource,  to  which,  if  they  had  given  proper  ^ouvein'm 
attention  in  the  beginning,  all  the  anxiety,  ex¬ 
pence,  and  labour,  which  they  bellowed  in  at¬ 
tempting  to  demolifh  the  bridge,  might  have 
been  faved.  In  order  to  form  a  clear  concep¬ 
tion  of  what  will  be  faid  on  this  interelling 
part  of  the  prefent  fubjedt,  it  is  neceffary  to 
remember  that  the  ground  on  the  north  fide  of 
the  Scheld,  between  Antwerp  and  Lillo,  is 
much  lower  than  the  reft  of  the  country;  and 
were  it  not  for  the  dyke  of  the  river  would  every 
tide  be  overflowed.  This  ground  is  generally 
covered  with  water  in  many  places,  but  in  other 
parts  it  furnilhes  pafture  for  a  great  number  of 
cattle  with  which  the  Antwerp  market  is  fup- 
plied.  Through  the  middle  of  this  plain  there 
runs  from  the  village  of  Couveftein,  where  the 
country  begins  to  rife,  to  the  great  dyke  of  the 
Scheld,  a  fmaller  dyke,  called  the  Counterdyke 
of  Couveftein,  which  had  been  formed  to  ferve 
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book  for  a  road  or  caufeway.  The  confederates  at 

XIX  •  J 

_ Lillo  could,  by  opening  the  dyke  of  the  Scheld, 

*585»  lay  all  the  ground  under  water  between  Lillo 
and  the  counterdyke,  while  the  befieged  could, 
with  the  fame  facility,  introduce  the  river  into 
that  part  of  the  plain  which  lies  between  the 
counterdyke  and  Antwerp ;  and  thus,  by  break¬ 
ing  down  the  counterdyke,  the  inundations 
on  each  fide  of  it  could  be  united,  and  a 
free  navigation  opened  between  Antwerp  and 
Lillo. 

* 

The  reader  will  eafily  perceive,  that  while 
the  bridge  Hood,  the  fate  of  Antwerp  depended 
entirely  on  the  counterdyke  ;  and  that,  in  cafe 
the  confederates  could  make  themfelves  mailers 
of  it,  they  might  bid  defiance  to  the  prince  of 
Parma,  and  without  anxiety  fuffer  him  to  re¬ 
tain  polfelfion  of  the  bridge.  If,  in  the  begin¬ 
ning,  they  had  believed  it  practicable  for  him 
to  execute  his  defign  of  blocking  up  the  river, 
they  could  have  fortified  themfelves  on  the 
counterdyke  in  fuch  a  manner,  that,  with  the 
affiftance  of  the  inundation,  they  would  have 
baffled  his  moft  vigorous  efforts  to  expel  them. 
But  they  were  deceived  by  the  contempt  which 
they  entertained  of  his  intended  enterprife,  and 
did  not  perceive  their  error  in  neglecting  to 
occupy  this  important  llation  till  it  was  too 
late.  The  prince  of  Parma  had  already  feized 

upon 
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upon  it,  and  taken  every  neceffary  precaution 
againft  the  attempts  which  he  doubted  not  they 
would,  fooner  or  later,  make  to  wrelt  it  from 
him.  He  committed  the  charge  of  defending 
it  to  two  of  his  mod  vigilant  officers,  Mondra- 
gone  and  Manfvelt.  He  ordered  it  to  be  made 
broader  and  higher  than  it  was  before.  He 
ftrengthened  it  with  piles  of  wood  driven  into  it 
tranfverfely,  and  he  eredted  feveral  forts  upon 
it,  befides  planting  redoubts  on  the  dyke  of 
the  Scheld,  with  which  he  intended  to  take  the 
enemy  in  hank,  in  cafe  they  fhould  venture  to 
approach. 

The  confederates,  however,  defpairing  of 
being  able  to  demolifh  the  bridge,  refolved,  if 
poffibie,  to  diflodge  him  from  the  counterdyke. 
And  their  firft  attempt,  after  laying  the  ground 
on  each  fide  of  it  under  water,  was  made  in 
the  beginning  of  May  by  count  Iiohenloe. 
That  general  had  formed  the  plan  of  this  at^ 
tack  in  concert  with  St.  Aldegonde,  who  was 
to  have  co-operated  with  him,  and  had  agreed 
to  fet  fail  with  the  Antwerp  fleet  immediately 
after  lighting  up,  on  a  tower  in  the  city,  three 
fires,  as  a  fignal  of  his  departure.  By  a  mif- 
take  of  the  perfon  to  whom  the  charge  of  this 
fignal  was  committed,  it  was  exhibited  before 
the  time,  and  through  this  untoward  accident 
count  Hohenloe  was  left  alone  in  the  execu- 
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book  tion  of  his  enterprife.  He  conduced  it  how- 

, _ _ ever  with  vigour,  and  laid  one  of  the  forts  and 

a  part  of  the  counterdyke  in  ruins ;  after  which 
he  thought  it  prudent  to  retire,  and  to  referve 
his  forces  unimpaired  till  the  befiegfed  fhould 
be  ready  to  fecond  his  operations.  This  un¬ 
fortunate  attempt  ferved  only  to  roufe  the  prince 
of  Parma  to  greater  vigilance  and  exertion. 
Agreeably  to  his  conjectures,  he  faw  that  the 
principal  efforts  of  the  enemy  would  hence¬ 
forth  be  directed  againft  the  counterdyke  ;  and, 
therefore,  he  not  only  applied  himfelf  with  di¬ 
ligence  to  repair  the  damage  which  it  had  fuf- 
tained  in  the  late  attack,  but  vifited  every  day 
all  the  redoubts  and  forts,  and  reinforced  the 
garrifons  with  chofen  troops  taken  from  the 
feveral  nations  of  which  his  army  was  com- 
pofed. 

The  confederates  at  Lillo,  and  the  people 
of  Antwerp,  were  in  the  mean  time  indefati¬ 
gable  in  making  preparations  for  another  at¬ 
tack.  St.  Aldegonde  flood  almofl  fmgle  in 
his  opinion  on  this  occafion,  and  endeavoured 
to  convince  his  countrymen,  that  it  would  be 
eafier  for  them  to  deflroy  the  bridge  itfehy  than 
to  make  themfelves  makers  of  the  counterdyke, 
in  oppofition  to  an  enemy  fo  much  upon  their 
guard,  and  fo  flrongly  fortified.  But  having,- 
fince  their  difappointment  with  regard  to  the 
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efledt  of  the  fite-fhips,  been  accuftomed  to  con-  book. 
fider  the  bridge  as  impregnable,  they  were  deaf  , 
to  whatever  he  could  advance  upon  the  fubjecl,  N-s- 
and  he  was  obliged  to  concur  (which  he  did 
with  ail  his  wonted  aftivity)  in  the  execution  of 
that  defigii  of  which  the  majority  approved. 

>  * 

Towards  the  end  of  May  every  thing  was  Battle  ofr,? 
prepared,  both  at  Antwerp  and  Liilo,  that  was 
thought  neceffary  to  fecure  fuccefs ;  and;  on 
the  26th  of  that  month,  count  Hohenloe,  ac¬ 
cording  to  concert  with  St.  Aldegonde,  failed 
from  Lillo  early  in  the  morning,  with  a  fqua- 
dron  of  more  than  a  hundred  ihips,  having  on 
board  a  numerous  body  of  troops,  under  the 
command  of  the  mod:  experienced  officers 
in  the  United  Provinces d.  He  refolved  to 
make  his  attack  -at  the  broadeft  part  of  the 
ccunterdyke,  between  the  two  middle  forts, 
called  the  Fort  of  the  Pallifades  and  Fort  St. 

George,  where  there  wras  room  to  intrench  his 
troops.  In  order  to  facilitate  his  landing,  he 
fent  before  him  four  veffels  refembling  fire- 
ffiips,  with  fome  trains  of  gun-powder,  to  which 
the  foldiers,  who  were  concealed  within,  fet 
fire.  This  device  produced  the  defigned  effedt. 

The  Spaniards  taking  the  fmoke  and  flame  for 

d  Juftin  de  NafTau,  Ifdftein,  rrsmin,  Morgan,  and  Bal¬ 
four. 
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book  the  forerunners  of  an  explofion,  retired  haftily 
— -w  from  that  part  of  the  dyke  to  which  they  faw 
1585.  the  veflels  approaching.  The  confederates  in 
the  mean  time  advanced,  and  landed  between 
feven  and  eight  hundred  men,  who  were  quickly 
followed  by  all  the  reft;  of  the  forces.  The 
Spaniards  then  difcovered  the  artifice  by  which 
they  had  been  deceived,  and  immediately  re¬ 
turning,  attempted  to  recover  the  ftation  which 
they  had  left.  An  obftinate  and  bloody  adlion 
enfued,  while  the  contending  parties  were  fup- 
ported  on  the  one  fide  by  the  cannon  of  the 
fleet,  and  on  the  other  by  thofe  of  the  forts  on 
the  counterdyke. 

In  the  midft  of  this  conteft  St.Aldegonde 
arrived  with  the  fleet  from  Antwerp,  which  was 
nearly  as  numerous  as  that  from  Lillo.  The 
confederates  being  thus  powerfully  reinforced, 
kept  pofieflion  of  the  ground  which  they  had 
gained,  and  while  fome  of  them  fought,  others 
were  employed  in  cutting  the  counterdyke,  and 
in  raifing  temporary  defences  of  piles  of  wood, 
and  facks  of  earth  and  wool,  againft  the  fire 
of  the  enemy.  The  combatants  being  cooped 
up  in  a  narrow  fpace,  every  ftroke  and  flrot  did 
execution.  But  they  received  continual  fup- 
plies  of  frefli  men  from  the  fhips  and  forts,  and 
their  courage  was  fuperior  to  every  danger. 
Both  St.  Aldegonde  and  Hohenloe  mingled 
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with  the  combatants,  and  by  their  example  and 
exhortations  nourifhed  the  defperate  and  intre¬ 
pid  ardour  of  the  foldiers.  “  This  is  the  laft 
difficulty  (cried  St.  Aldegonde)  which  remains 
to  be  furmounted.  Perfift  as  you  have  begun, 
and  Antwerp,  that  bulwark  of  our  confederacy, 
will  foon  be  delivered.  Tour  liberty,  your 
future  fafety,  and  every  thing  dear  and  facred, 
depend  on  the  fuccefs  of  your  prefent  enterprife. 
We  have  now  no  choice  left  but  vi&ory  or 
death.5* 

The  Spaniffi  generals  were  at  no  lefs  pains 
to  animate  their  troops.  Both  Mondragone 
and  Manfvelt,  though  worn  out  with  age  and 
the  fatigues  of  a  long  continued  warfare,  dif- 
played  on  this  occafion  the  highefl:  degree  of 
valour  and  intrepidity.  But,  notwithftanding 
their  moll  vigorous  exertions,  the  confederates 
{till  maintained  their  ground.  They  twice  re- 
pulfed  the  Italians  and  Spaniards.  Of  the  ma¬ 
terials  which  they  had  brought  along  with 
them,  they  raifed  a  confiderable  bulwark  againft 
the  enemy’s  artillery.  They  made  feveral  open¬ 
ings  in  the  counterdyke,  and  were  fo  confident 
of  vidlory,  that  St.  Aldegonde  and  count  Ho- 
henloe,  after  affigning  to  the  feveral  officers 
their  refpedtive  ftations,  fet  fail  for  Antwerp  in 
a  {hip  which  had  pafled  through  one  of  thefe 
openings,  and  entered  the  city  in  triumph. 
Vol.  III.  D  Their 
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booic  Their  defign,  it  is  faid,  was  to  confult  with  the 
magiftrates  concerning  fome  future  meafures 
i58s*  which  they  thought  necefiary  to  be  purfued. 
But  what  the  particular  motives  were,  which 
determined  the  commanders  in  chief  to  leave 
their  troops  at  this  crilis,  is  not  told  by  the  co¬ 
temporary  hiftorians ;  and  we  are  left  to  fufpefl 
two  men,  of  vanity  and  folly,  whofe  general 
conduit  furnilhes  not  the  fmalleft  ground  for  fo 
unfavourable  an  imputation.  They  were  re¬ 
ceived  at  Antwerp  with  the  higheft  tranfports 
of  gratitude  and  joy,  and  the  people  flocked  to 
the  harbour,  impatiently  expecting  the  arrival 
of  the  fupplies  of  provifions  which  they  believed 
to  be  near  at  hand. 

, «.  , 

But  this  joy  was  of  fhort  duration :  the 
prince  of  Parma  was  for  fome  time  ignorant  of 
what  had  paflfed.  Having  watched  all  the  pre¬ 
ceding  night,  he  had  gone  in  the  morning  to 
his  head-quarters  at  Beveren,  and  retired  to 
reft ;  but  being  foon  awaked  by  the  noife  of 
the  guns,  he  feleiled  a  body  of  troops,  and  im¬ 
mediately  marched  to  the  place  of  aition. 

On  his  arrival,  he  viewed  with  indignation 
the  enemy  in  pofleflion  of  the  counterdyke. 
He  rufhed  forward  at  the  head  of  his  battalion, 
and  fighing,  exclaimed,  “  Where,  my  fellow- 
foldiers,  is  now  your  wonted  intrepidity  ?  Are 
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ybu  not  afhamed  thus  to  yield  to  an  enemy  you 
have  fo  often  conquered,  and  in  one  hour  to 
lofe  the  fruit. of  all  your  labours  ?  Let  who  will 
follow  me ;  I  fhall  either  die,  or  conquer.” 
Having  fpoken  thefe  words,  he  advanced  to¬ 
wards  the  enemy  with  a  fword  irr  one  hands 
and  a  buckler  in  the  other.  The  danger  to 
which  he  was  expofed,  inflamed  his  troops  to 
a  degree  of  madnefsi  They  returned  to  the 
charge  with  redoubled  fury,  and,  in  fpite  of 
the  moft  intrepid  refinance,  they  drove  the 
confederates  along  the  counterdyke,  till  they 
came  to  the  place  where  their  companions  were 
intrenched  :  there  they  flopped.  The  difpute 
was  defperate,  and  the  confederates,  being  re¬ 
inforced  with  frefh  troops  ' from  their  (bins,  once 
more  compelled  the  Spaniards  to  retire ;  but 
Farnefe,  whofe  ardour  was  unabated,  hill  urg¬ 
ing  and  impelling  them,  the  attack  was  inftandy 
renewed,  and  the  Spaniards  proved  at  laft 
victorious. 

It  was  now  only  within  their  intrenchment 
that  the  confederates  retained  poffeffion  of  the 
counterdyke.  The  prince  of  Parma  and  his 
troops  were  aware  of  the  difficulty  which  they 
muff  encounter,  in  attacking  an  intrenchment 
defended  by  men  who  from  the  beginning  had 
difplayed  the  moft  determined  bravery ;  yet 
they  boldly  advanced  amidft  an  inceffant  fire 
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both  from  the  {hips  and  the  intrenchment. 
Great  numbers  fell  :  {till,  however,  they  con¬ 
tinued  to  advance  ;  and  whilft  thofe  who  were 
in  the  rear  maintained  a  conftant  fire  upon  the 
enemy,  the  foremofi:  ranks  were  employed  in 
demolifhing  the  fortification. 

This  fortification  was  at  the  fame  time  at¬ 
tacked,  on  the  other  fide,  by  two  battalions 
fent  againft  it  by  count  Manfvelt,  the  one 
confiiling  of  Spaniards  and  the  other  of  Ita¬ 
lians,  who  vied  with  each  other  in  giving  the 
moft  confpicuous  proofs  of  their  contempt  of 
danger.  The  leaders  of  thefe  battalions,  Ca- 
pifucchi  and  Toralva,  were  the  firft  who  en¬ 
tered  the  intrenchments ;  and  foon  afterwards 
the  troops  under  the  prince  of  Parma  entered 
it  on  the  other  fide.  The  confederates,  though 
thus  deprived  of  all  defence,  {till  continued  to 
fight  defperately,  till  perceiving  that  the  tide 
was  going  back,  and  that  their  {hips  were  be¬ 
ginning  to  put  off  to  a  greater  diftance,  while 
frefii  Spaniards  were  pouring  in  upon  them 
from  both  ends  of  the  counterdyke,  their  cou¬ 
rage  failed,  and  they  attempted  to  fave  them- 
felves  by  getting  on  board  their  boats  and 
{hips. 

The  confe-  The  Spaniards,  not  fatisfied  with  this  vic- 
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and  purfued  the  fugitives  as  far  as  the  depth  of  book 
the  water  would  allow.  No  quarter  was  given 
to  thofe  whom  they  overtook.  The  counter-  r58s* 
dyke,  and  tl>e  water  on  both  fides  of  it,  were 
covered  with  the  flain,  and  many  fell  with  dif- 
honourable  wounds,  who  for  feveral  hours  to¬ 
gether  had  given  inconteftible  evidence  of  the 
moil  heroic  valour.  The  number  of  the  killed 
on  the  fide  of  the  confederates  amounted  to  two 
thoufand  five  hundred,  and  that  on  the  other 
fide,  to  one  thoufand.  The  recovery  of  the 
counterdyke  was  not  the  only  advantage  which 
Farnefe  derived  from  his  prefent  victory :  he 
likewife  got  poffeffion  of  more  than  thirty  of  the 
enemy’s  fhips,  with  all  the  artillery  and  engines 
that  were  on  board.  Immediately  after  which 
he  proceeded  to  fill  up  the  breaches  in  the  coun¬ 
terdyke,  and  to  repair  the  damage  which  his  for¬ 
tifications  had  fuflained. 

The  befieged,  being  thus  cruelly  difap- 
pointed  in  their  hopes  of  deliverance,  were 
overwhelmed  with  confternation  and  defpair. 

By  their  late  great  exertions,  their  internal  re- 
fources  were  exhaufted,  and  they  had  little 
profpedt  of  any  foreign  aid  that  could  arrive  in 
time  to  prevent  the  neceffity  of  furrendering. 

They  had  not  indeed  as  yet  experienced  thofe 
intolerable  miferies  which  attend  on  famine  in 
a  place  befieged ;  but  they  forefaw  that  ere 
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long  thefe  miferies  mud  certainly  overtake  them, 
and  they  confidered,  that  to  delay  making  peace 
with  the  enemy,  could  only  ferve  to  increafe  the 
difficulty  of  obtaining  favourable  terms.  Such 
were  the  fentiments,  .of  great  numbers  of  every 
condition,  notwithdanding  the  folemn  engage¬ 
ment  under  which  they  had  lately  come,  of 
never  fubmitting  to  the  Spaniffi  government. 
St.  Aldegonde,  and  the  other  magidrates,  la¬ 
boured  to  remove  their  apprehenfions,  by  af- 
luring  them,  that  not  only  their  friends  in  the 
maritime  provinces  were  preparing  forces  to  re¬ 
lieve  them,  but  that  the  queen  of  England  in-- 
tended  to  exert  herfelf  in  their  behalf.  St.  Ah 
degonde  himfelf  appears  to  have  been  animated 
with  this  hope,  and  for  feveral  weeks  it  had  the 
effedt  which  he  defired  on  the  minds  of  the 
citizens ;  but  their  patience  being  at  lad  worn . 
out,  they  affembled  in  a  tumultuous  manner, 
and  peremptorily  required  that  ambaffadors 
ffiould  be  appointed  to  treat  of  a  furrender. 
The  magiftrates,  though  extremely  relu&ant, 
found  it  neceffary  to  comply  with  their  requed ; 
and  accordingly  St.  Aldegonde,  and  feveral 
others  of  the  principal  inhabitants,  were  fent  to 
the  Spaniffi  camp. 

They  were  received  by  the  prince  of  Parma 
in  the  mod  gracious  manner,  and  much  more 
favourable  terms  of  accommodation  were  of¬ 
fered, 
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fered,  than  they  had  reafon  to  expeft.  Various  book 
•  J  r  xix* 

motives  concurred  in  determining  this  prudent 

general  to  aft  on  the  prefent  occafion  with  the  *585. 
utmoft  degree  of  moderation  which  the  King’s 
inlfruftions  would  allow  ;  for,  befides  that  the 
granting  of  equitable  conditions  to  the  citizens 
of  Antwerp  would  contribute  to  facilitate  his 
future  conquefts,  he  confidered  that  his  troops 
had  fuffered  great  diminution  fince  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  fxege ;  that,  by  accidents 
which  he  could  not  forefee,  the  bridge  might  be 
demolifhed  ;  that  he  had  with  much  difficulty 
refilled  the  efforts  which  the  confederates  had 
already  made ;  that  Hill  greater  exertions  were 
to  be  apprehended  from  defpair ;  and  that  the 
befieged,  if  compelled  by  feverity  to  imitate  the 
example  of  Haerlem  or  Leyden,  might  refill  his 
moll  llrenuous  endeavours  to  reduce  them,  till 
the  queen  of  England,  who  was  deliberating  on 
the  fubjeft,  Ihould  refolve  to  efpoufe  their 
caufe. 

Moved  by  thefe  confiderations,  Farnefe 
ffiewed  himfelf  not  only  willing,  b’>t  even  de- 
firous,  to  bring  the  treaty  of  furrender  fpeedily 
to  a  conclufion ;  but  the  ambaffadors  of  the 
befieged,  ftill  flattering  themfelves  with  the 
hopes  of  affillance,  ftudied  to  put  it  off  as  long 
as  poffible ;  nor  was  the  capitulation  figned  till 
within  three  days  of  the  time  when  the  whole 
x  D  4  ftock 
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flock  of  provifions  in  the  city  would  have  been 
confumed.  This  circumftance  had  been  care¬ 
fully  concealed  from  the  citizens,  as  well  as 
from  the  prince  of  Parma,  and  was  known 
only  to  the  magiftrates  and  mafters  of  police. 
It  had  not  therefore  the  fmalleft  influence  on  the 
terms  of  peace,  which  were  as  favourable  now 
as  if  the  furrender  had  been  made  fome  months 
before. 

In  fome  refpefts  they  were  more  favourable 
than  even  thofe  which  had  been  granted  to 
Ghent  and  Bruges.  Whereas  the  Proteftants 
of  thefe  places  had  been  permitted  to  continue 
only  two  years,  in  order  to  fettle  their  affairs ; 
in  Antwerp  they  were  allowed  to  remain  four ; 
and  although  Antwerp  was  much  richer  than 
any  of  the  other  cities,  and  the  expence  of  the 
fiege  infinitely  greater,  yet  he  demanded  a  fine 
of  only  four  hundred  thoufand  guilders  for  the 
payment  of  his  troops.  All  the  prifoners  were 
fet  at  liberty  ;  all  paft  offences  were  forgiven, 
and  no  exception  whatever  was  made  in  the  ge¬ 
neral  aft  of  indemnity ;  nor  was  any  perfonal 
reftriftions  laid  upon  any  of  the  citizens, 
except  St.  Aldegonde,  who  was  required,  to 
engage,  that  he  would  not  carry  arms  againft 
the  king  of  Spain  for  the  fpace  of  a  year.  This 
circumftance  had  the  appearance  of  a  punifh- 
ment  inflifted  on  this  diftinguiihed  patriot ; 

but 
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but  it  ought  to  be  confidered  rather  as  a  mark 
of  refpedf  and  honour,  fince  it  implied  an  ac¬ 
knowledgment  of  his  fuperior  merit,  and  difco- 
vered  the  dread  which  his  enemies  entertained  of 
his  abilities. 
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Notwithstanding  this  public  teftimony 
which  St.  Aldegonde  received  from  the  Spa¬ 
niards,  he  was  accufed  of  having  delivered  up 
the  town  without  neceffity  ;  and  fo  ralh  and  ill- 
informed  were  the  States  of  Holland  and  Zea- 

/ 

land  on  this  occafion,  that  they  forbade  him  to 
take  up  his  refidence  within  their  territories. 

Being  confcious  of  having  a  died  with  perfect 
integrity,  he  paid  no  regard  to  their  interdic¬ 
tion,  but  foon  'after  the  furrender  fet  out  for 
Zealand,  where  he  required  the  States  to  pro¬ 
duce  his  accufers,  and  to  try  him  openly ? ;  and 
as  no  accufer  ever  ventured  to  appear,  he 
publilhed  a  vindication  of  his  conduft,  calculated 
to  put  his  enemies  to  filence,  and  to  Ihew  that, 
in  head  of  cenfure,  he  had  merited  the  higheft 
praile  \ 

The  ill-humour  which  the  maritime  provin¬ 
ces  difcovered  on  this  occafion,  in  their  inju- 

s  The  account  here  given  is  taken  from  Meteren,  the  beft 
informed  of  all  the  hillorians  in  matters  relative  to  Antwerp, 

It  differs  materially  from  that  of  Reidanus. 

h  Bentivoglio,  part  II.  lib.  iii.  Meteren,  lib.  xii.  Thu- 
anus,  lib.  lxxxiii.  Reidanus,  lib.  iv. 
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book  rious  treatment  of  a  perfon  fo  beloved  and  po- 
pular  as  St.  Aldegonde,  proves  the  error  of 
*585-  thofe  who  aflert  that  thefe  provinces  were  not 
difpleafed  that  the  Spaniards  had  got  pofifefiion 
of  Antwerp,  and  that  their  jealoufy  of  that  com¬ 
mercial  city  was  the  cauie  why  they  did  not 
exert  themfelves  witn  greater  vigour  to  pre- 
ferve  it.  As  the  circumtlances  above  explained 
feem  to  afford  a  full  account  of  their  inactivity 
in  the  beginning  of  the  fiege,  fo,  towards  the 
clofe  of  it,  it  fhould  feem  they  did  every  thing 
for  the  relief  of  the  befieged,  which  they  could 
have  done  in  their  own  defence.  The  only 
object  of  their  dread  at  this  time  was  the  power 
of  Spain.  They  could  not  but  confider  Ant¬ 
werp  as  a  bulwark  againft  that  power,  and  they 
could  not  forefee  thofe  commercial  advantages, 
which  they  derived  afterwards  from  the  re¬ 
duction  of  that  wealthy  city  under  the  Spanifh 
yoke. 

Brabant  de-  They  foon  experienced  thefe  advantages,  by 
n-rted  by  removal  of  fo  great  a  number  of  the  inha- 

many  o\  us  o 

inhabitants,  bitants  of  Brabant  and  Flanders  to  Amfler- 
dam  and  Middleburg,  that  it  became  neceffary 
to  extend  the  walls  of  thofe  cities  in  order  to 
contain  them.  And  thus  the  trade  of  the  con¬ 
federated  States  was  greatly  augmented,  while 
that  of  the  fouthern  provinces  received  a  wound, 
of  which  it  never  afterwards  recovered.  The 
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prince  of  Parma  had  provided  carefully  againft 
this  event,  fo  fatal  to  the  profperity  of  his  late 
acquifitions,  by  the  length  of  time,  which  he 
allowed  to  the  Proteftants  for  difpofing  of  their 
effects,  and  by  the  mildnefs  of  his  adminiftra- 
tion  ;  but,  befides  that  their  averfion  to  the 
Spanifh  government  was  become  unconquer¬ 
able,  and  that  for  fome  years  pall  they  had 
tailed  the  fweets  of  liberty,  they  were  too  fin- 
cerely  attached  to  the  reformed  religion,  to 
bear  the  thoughts  of  ever  complying  with  the 
-  Catholic,  or  even  to  endure  thofe  rellraints  to 
which  it  behoved  them,  during  their  flay  at 
Antwerp,  to  fubmit.  Philip’s  bigotry  had,  in  the 
time  of  the  duke  of  Alva,  tranfplanted  great 
numbers  cf  his  fubjefts,  together  with  their 
wealth  and  manufactures,  into  foreign  Hates, 
and  it  now  increafed  the  power  of  the  revolted 
provinces,  at  the  expence  of  thofe  which  had 
returned  to  their  allegiance.  The  Dutch  began, 
not  long  after  this  period,  to  pulh  their  com¬ 
merce  to  a  greater  extent  than  ever.  They  were 
more  able  than  fortnerly  to  fupport  the  burden 
of  the  war  ;  and  in  a  few  years  afterwards  they 
found  themfelves  in  a  capacity,  not  only  to  de¬ 
fend  their  infant  (late,  but  to  attack  their  power¬ 
ful  adverfary,  with  fplendor  and  fuccefs,  in  the 
moll  dillant  regions  of  the  globe. 
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ALTHOUGH  the  profperity  of  the  book 
United  Provinces  was,  in  the  iflue,  xx- 
greatly  augmented  by  that  increafe  of  inhabit-  i585. 
ants  which  they  received  from  the  conquered  unhecfpro. 
towns ;  yet,  at  the  prefent  period,  their  fitua-  vmces- 
tion  was  more  alarming  and  critical  than  it 
had  ever  been  fmce  the  commencement  of  the 
war.  The  prince  of  Parma  was  an  enemy  more 
formidable  in  every  refpedt  than  the  duke  of 
Alva ;  fuperior  to  him  in  military,  and  Hill  more 
in  political  abilities ;  and  the  more  to  be  dreaded 
by  the  confederacy,  on  account  of  the  modera¬ 
tion  and  equity  which  he  difplayed  in  his  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  people  who -had  fubmitted  to  his 
arms.  Almolt  the  whole  of  Brabant  and  Flan¬ 
ders, 
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ders,  except  Sluys  and  Offend,  was  already 
conquered  ;  and  by  his  reduftion  of  Antwferp, 
he  had  acquired  a  numerous  fleet,  which  he 
knew  well  how  to  make  fubfervient  to  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  his  land-forces,  in  the  further  pro- 
fecution  of  the  war. 
y 

The  States  were  more  fenfible  than  ever  of 
their  inability  to  defend  themfelves,  without 
the  aflifiiance  of  feme  foreign  power.  In  their 
treaty  with  the  duke  of  Anjou,  they  had  dif- 
covered  great  folicitude  in  guarding  againft  the 
annexation  of  the  provinces  to  the  crown  of 
France  ;  but  foon  after  the  death  of  the  prince 
of  Orange,  they  were  perfuaded  that  with  their 
moll  ftrenuous  efforts  it  would  be  impoflible 
for  them  long  to  preferve  their  independence, 
and  that  they  mull  either  fubmit  to  Philip,  or 
become  the  fubjecls  of  fome  other  fovereign, 
poflefled  of  power  fufficient  to  defend  them. 
Having  towards  the  concluflon  of  the  year 
one  thoufand  five  hundred  and  eighty-four, 
deliberated  maturely  on  the  fubjeff,  they  hefi- 
tated  for  fome  time  between  the  king  of  France 
and  the  queen  of  England;  but  they  came  at  laft 
to  fix  their  choice  on  the  former,  partly  be- 
caufe  they  believed  it  would  be  eafier  for  Henry, 
than  for  Elizabeth,  to  afford  them  afliffance 
and  fupport  ;  and  partly  becaufe,  at  Henry’s 
death,  his  crown  would  devolve  on  the  king 
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of  Navarre,  in  whofe  hands  they  believed  that  bo  ox 

J  .XX 

both  their  religion  and  liberty  would  be  fe-  ,_L  *!!_,, _ 

cure.  i585- 

That  the  oifer  which  they  refolved  to  make 
to  the  French  monarch  would  be  readily  accept¬ 
ed,  they  could  not  doubt,  when  they  confidered 
that  the  principal  reafon  why  he  had  formerly 
declined  to  efpoufe  their  caufe,  was  their  re- 
fufing  to  confent  to  his  fucceffion,  in  the  event 
of  his  brother’s  death.  They  could  not  but  fup- 
pofe  that  his  ambition  would  be  highly  flattered 
with  the  opportunity  of  making  fo  great  an  ad¬ 
dition  to  his  hereditary  dominions ;  and  they 
were  not  ignorant  of  the  refentment  which  he 
bore  towards  the  king  of  Spain,  u'ho,  under 
the  mafk  of  friendfhip,  had  long  fomented  the 
troubles  of  his  kingdom. 

Henry  was  not  infenfible  to”  the  force  of 
thefe  incentives.  He  gave  the  ambaffadors 
whom  the  States  had  fent  to  him  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  the  molt  gracious  reception  ;  affured 
them  of  his  gratitude  for  the  truft  and  confi¬ 
dence  which  the  States  wrere  pieafed  to  repofe 
in  him  ;  and  bade  them  rely  upon  him  for  every 
mark  of  friendfhip  in  his  power  to  beftow.  But 
as  their  propofal  was  of  too  much  importance 
to  be  haflily .  embraced,  he  defired  they  would 
,  deliver 
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deliver  it  in  writing,  that  it  might  be  fubmitted  to 
the  revifal  of  his  counfellors. 

Henry  would  not  thus  have  delayed  giving 
them  a  decifive  aiifwer,  if  he  had  been  at  li¬ 
berty  either  to  purfue  his  own  inclinations,  or  to 
confult  the  intereft  of  France.  Peace  indeed 
had  been  eftablilhed  between  the  inveterate 
fictions,  into  which  his  kingdom  was  divided  j 
and  the  catholic  league  was  apparently  extinfl. 
But  the  caufes  to  which  that  pernicious  confe¬ 
deracy  owed  its  birth,  dill  fub filled ;  and  it  re¬ 
quired  a  much  more  dexterous  and  Heady  hand 
than  that  of  Henry,  to  guide  the  reins  of  go¬ 
vernment,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  prevent  the 
pafiions  of  the  parties  from  breaking  out  again 
with  as  much  violence  as  before.  Henry  duke 
of  Guife,  fon  of  the  celebrated  Francis,  was 
fuperior  to  his  father  in  exterior  accomplifh- 
ments,  and  not  inferior  to  him  either  in  mili¬ 
tary  or  political  abilities.  Like  his  father  too, 
he  was  a&uated  with  the  mod  inordinate  ambi¬ 
tion  ;  and  could  not  endure  that  infignificanee, 
to  which  the  King’s  averfion  to  his  bold  afpiring 
character  had  reduced  him.  Enraged  at  being 
excluded  from  the  government  of  the  Hate, 
while  all  the  power  wrhich  he  and  his  adherents 
had  formerly  enjoyed  was  engroffed  by  the  mi¬ 
nions  of  the  King,  he  refolved  either  to  com- 
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pel  Henry  to  redrefs  his  grievances,  or  to  de¬ 
prive  him  of  his  crown.  With  the  moft  inde¬ 
fatigable  induftry  he  applied  himfelf  to  the 
profecution  of  his  defign.  His  emiflaries 
were  fpread  every  where  ;  the  kingdom  fwarm- 
ed  with  anonymous  letters  ;  and  the  pulpit  re¬ 
founded  with  the  imminent  danger  to  which 
the  church  was  expofed.  “  For  the  King,  it 
was  faid,  notwithllanding  his  pretenfions  to 
fan&ity,  had  either  no  religion  at  all,  or  was 
fecretly  attached  to  that  of  the  Hugonots  ;  for 
whom  he  had,  in  his  late  treaty  with  them,  dif- 
covered  the  mod  unjuftifiable  partiality.  This 
alone  was  fufficient  to  roufe  the  indignation  of 
every  faithful  fon  of  the  church  ;  but  there  was 
ground  for  the  moft  alarming  apprehenfions, 
when  it  was  confidered,  that  the  duke  of  An¬ 
jou  being  now  dead,  andjthe  King  without  any 
hopes  of  iffue,  the  crown  muft  (if  the  people 
did  not  exert  themfelves  with  vigour  to  prevent 
it)  be  inherited  by  the  King  of  Navarre,  a  re- 
lapfed  heretic,  and  a  determined  enemy  of  their 
holy  faith  \ 

By  thefe  means  the  duke  of  Guife  united 
more  than  one  half  of  the  kingdom  in  a  fa¬ 
natical,  but  firm  confederacy,  with  which  he 
hoped  to  controul,  and  in  time  to  annihilate, 

1  Memoires  de  la  ligue,  tom.  iii. 
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B  xx  K  authority  t^ie  King.  In  order  to  gain 
— greater  refpedt  to  this  confederacy,  he  placed 
r^ss-  at  the  head  of  it  Charles,  cardinal b  of  Bourbon, 
a  zealous  catholic,  far  advanced  in  years,  and 
noted  for  the  weaknefs  of  his  underftanding. 
Guife  intended  this  prelate  for  Henry’s  fucceffor 
in  the  event  of  the  death  or  depofition  of  that 
prince  ;  and  he  expe&ed  under  him  to  engrofs 
the  whole  adminillration,  and  to  pave  the  way 
for  his  own  acceflion  to  the  throne. 

The  king  of  Spain  was  not  an  unconcerned 
fpe&ator  of  thefe  tranfadlions,  in  a  kingdom, 
to  the  affairs  of  which  he  had,  for  feveral  years, 
given  the  molt  particular  attention.  For,  be¬ 
sides  the  deep  concern,  which,  agreeably  to  his 
general  fyftem  of  politics,  he  had  ever  taken  in 
all  the  contefts  between  the  Catholics  and  Pro- 
teffants  in  almoft  every  European  hate,  he  was 
greatly  interefted  to  prevent  the  king  of  Navarre 
(whofe  dominions  he  held  unjuftly)  from  amend¬ 
ing  the  throne  of  France ;  and  there  was  no 
other  means  he  knew,  by  which  he  could  deter 
the  French  monarch  from  lending  afliftance  to 
the  United  Provinces,  but  to  furnifh  him  with 
employment  at  home. 

His  views.  Moved  by  this  laft  confederation,  he  had 
given  afliftance  to  the  league,  when  it  was  firft 


*  Unde  to  the  king  of  Navarre. 
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formed  by  the  fame  fa&ious  leaders  fome  years  book 
before.  He  was  now  more  determined  than 
ever  to  fupport  it;  prompted  partly  by  the  mo-  *  st¬ 
rives  that  have  been  mentioned,  and  partly  by 
this  confideration,  that,  by  fomenting  the  dif- 
turbances  in  France,  he  would  exhauft  the 
ftrength  of  that  mighty  monarchy,  and  thereby 
either  acquire  polfeflion  of  it  hirfifelf,  or  be  at 
leaft  delivered  from  all  dread  of  that  power, 
which  he  believed  to  be  the  only  one  in  Europe 
able  to  counteract  his  defigns*, 

Having  fome  time  before  the  prefent  pe-  His  treaty 
riod  revived  his  negotiations  with  the  duke  of  JukVot' 
Guife  and  the  other  heads  of  the  league,  he  Gui1*’ 
gave  orders  to  his  commiffioners,  Moreo,  and 
Baptifta  Talli,  to  form  an  alliance  with  them, 
without  delay.  And  it  was  accordingly  con¬ 
cluded  between  the  Spanifh  envoys  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  dukes  of  Guife  and  Mayenne, 
and  the  Sieur  de  Menneville,  agent  for  the 
cardinal  of  Bourbon,  on  the  other,  at  Joinville, 
on  the  fecond  of  February  one  thoufand  five 
hundred  and  eighty-five,  upon  the  following 
conditions : 

“  That  in  cafe  the  prefent  king  of  France 
fhould  die  without  male  iffue,  the  cardinal  of 
Bourbon  ihould,  as  firft  prince  of  the  blood,  be 
declared  King;  and  all  thofe  perfons  excluded 
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_ _ themfelves,  or  favourers  of  heretics. 

*5S5. 

<s  That  the  cardinal  of  Bourbon  fhould,  in 
the  event  of  his  fucceeding  to  the  crown,  ratify 
the  peace  of  Chateau-Cambrefis,  between  the 
courts  of  France  and  Spain. 

“  That  he  fhould  prohibit  the  exercife  of 
every  religion  but  the  Catholic,  within  his  do¬ 
minions. 

“  That  he  fhould  reftore  to  Philip  all  the 
places  which  had  been  taken  from  him  by  the 
Hugonots,  and  afftft  him  in  fubduing  his  re¬ 
bellious  fubjedts  in  the  Netherlands. 

“  That,  on  the  other  hand,  Philip  fhould 
contribute  fifty  thoufand  crowns  a  month,  for 
the  fupport  of  the  confederacy,  befides  affifting 
it  with  a  fufficient  number  of  troops,  till  herefy 
fhould  be  utterly  extirpated.  That  he  fhould 
take  the  cardinal  of  Bourbon,  the  lords  of  the 
houfe  of  Guife,  and  all  others  who  fhould  accede 
to  the  league,  under  his  protection ;  and  that 
neither  of  the  contracting  parties  fhould  enter 
into  any  treaty  with  the  king  of  France,  without 
mutual  confent.” 

i 

Besides  thefe  conditions,  which  were  com¬ 
mitted  to- writing,  and  fubfcribed,  Philip  en¬ 
gaged  | 
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gaged  to  pay  annually  the  fum  of  two  hundred  b  o  o  it 
thoufand  crowns  to  the  duke  of  Guife,  to  be  _ 
difpofed  of  by  him  as  he  fhould  judge  mold  con-  ^58s- 
ducive  to  the  intereft  of  the  league.  And  it 
was  agreed,  that  this  whole  tranfadion  fhould 
be  concealed,  till  a  more  convenient  feafon  for 
divulging  it. 

Henry,  however,  received  intelligence  of 
the  congrefs;  and  from  former  experience  it 
was  eafy  for  him  to  conjecture  the  purpofe  for 
which  it  had  been  held.  Soon  after  this,  the 
embaffy  from  the  States  of  Holland  arrived, 
and  was  received  in  the  manner  above  men¬ 
tioned.  Mendoza,  the  Spanifh  refident,  could 
not  be  ignorant  of  what  had  paffed  at  Joinville ; 
yet  he  complained  to  Henry  of  his  kind  recep¬ 
tion  of  the  Dutch  ambaffadors,  as  being  incon- 
fiftent  with  the  friendfhip  which  he  owed  to  the 
Catholic  King.  Henry  replied  to  this  com¬ 
plaint,  with  a  degree  of  frmnefs  and  dignity, 
which  it  had  been  happy  for  himfelf,  and  for 
his  fubjeds,  if  he  could  have  maintained  uni¬ 
formly  in  his  cor  dud  ;  “  I  do  not,  faid  he, 
confider  the  people  of  the  Netherlands  as  re¬ 
bels,  but  as  men,  whofe  patience  has  been  worn 
out  by  opprefiion.  Humanity  and  juftice  in¬ 
cline  me  to  take  an  intereft  in  the  diftrefs  of  a 
neighbouring  nation,  once  fubjed  to  the  crown 
of  France.  I  have,  not  however  as  yet  refolved 
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to  concern  rayfelf  in  their  affairs.  I  am  unwiU 
ing  to  violate  that  peace  which  fubfifts  between 
your  mailer  and  me ;  although  I  know,  that, 
on  his  part,  it  has  been  violated.  My  refolu- 
tion  will  appear,  when  I  think  fit  to  difclofe  it. 
In  the  mean  time  I  defire  it  may  be  remembered, 
that  I  fhall  not  be  intimidated  by  the  threats  of 
the  king  of  Spain  ;  and  that  I  am  mafler  of  my 
conduct,  and  at  liberty,  without  being  anfwer- 
able  to  any  other  prince,  to  make  either  peace  or 
war,  as  I  incline.” 

Among  Henry’s  councilors  were  fome  who 
exhorted  him  to  embrace  fo  tempting  an  op- 
}om7iJmyd  portunity  as  the  prefent,  of  advancing  the  glory 
of  his  crown.  The  perplexed  fituation  of  his 
affairs,  they  faid,  ought  rather  to  determine 
him  to  enter  into  foreign  war,  than  to  deter 
him  from  engaging  in  it.  It  would  prove  the 
molt  effe£tual  remedy  for  thofe  noxious  hu¬ 
mours  with  which  his  kingdom  was  diftem- 
pered,  by  giving  a  new  dire&ion  to  that  reft- 
lefs  fpirit  with  which  his  fubje&s  had  long  been 
actuated ;  and  it  will  be  found  the  furefl  me¬ 
thod  of  difappointing  the  defigns  of  the  duke 
of  Guife,  by  depriving  him  of  the  affiftance  of 
the  Catholic  King,  to  whom  it  would  furnifh 
fufficient  employment  in  defence  of  his  own  do¬ 
minions. 
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Such  was  the  reafoning  of  thofe  who  advifed 
Henry  to  accept  of  the  fovereignty  of  the  United 
Provinces.  It  was  plaufible,  but  not  fubftantial 
or  folid.  “  For  where,”  faid  others  of  his  coun- 
fellors,  feconded  by  the  queen-mother,  “  can 
troops  be  found  in  France  fufficient  to  carry  on 
a  war  againft  an  enemy  fo  powerful  as  the  king 
of  Spain  ?  Upon  fuch  of  the  Catholics  as  are  in 
league  with  that  monarch,  the  King  can  have 
no  reliance.  On  the  contrary,  they  would  unite 
with  Philip  againft  their  native  fovereign.  To 
compofe  an  army  of  fuch  Catholics  as  retain 
their  fidelity,  and  to  fend  that  army  to  the  Ne¬ 
therlands,  would  be  to  abandon  the  kingdom 
naked  and  defencelefs  to  the  duke  of  Guife. 
And  were  the  King  to  apply  to  the  Proteftants 
for  affiftance,  what  purpofe  would  that  meafure 
ferve,  but  to  excite  an  univerfal  alarm,  and  to 
determine  all  the  Catholics  in  the  kingdom  to 
accede  to  the  league  ?” 

Henry  could  not  refill  the  force  of  thefe  ar¬ 
guments.  Finding  himfelf  therefore  thus  fet¬ 
tered  by  his  factious  fubje&s,  he  refolved,  though 
with  much  reluftance,  to  decline  the  tempting 
offer  which  the  States  had  made  to  him ;  and 
having  called  their  ambaffadors,  he  informed 
.  them,  that  the  unhappy  fituation  of  his  domeftic 
affairs  rendered  it  impoffible  for  him  at  prefent 
to  accept  of  their  offer,  or  to  undertake  their 
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book  protection;  but  that  he  would  not  fail  to  re- 
commend  their  caufe  to  the  queen  of  England 
*585.  in  the  warmeft  manner c. 


Anxietv  of  Elizabeth  had  formerly  approved  of  their 
*nXn<r°f  e^e^on  the  duke  of  Anjou,  and  had  even 
contributed  her  endeavours  to  promote  it.  But 
foe  dreaded  the  union  of  the  provinces  with 
France,  as  an  event  which  would  have  raifed  the 
maritime  power  of  that  kingdom  to  a  fuperiority 
above  her  own,  and  therefore  foe  had  regarded 
with  a  jealous  eye,  the  making  a  tender  to  Henry 
of  their  fovereignty.  No  fooner  was  foe  in¬ 
formed  of  that  monarch’s  refolution  to  decline 
accepting  it,  than  her  anxiety  taking  another  di¬ 
rection,  foe  dreaded  that  their  defpair  would  in¬ 
duce  them  to  throw  themfelves  on  the  mercy  of 
their  former  fovereign,  whofe  fevered;  vengeance, 
foe  could  not  doubt,  would  be  poured  out  upon 
her,  as  foon  as  his  affairs  in  the  Netherlands 
were  compofed. 


The  states  In  order  to  prevent  this  effeCt  of  Henry’s  re- 
™otfoCof  fufal,  which  was  a  more  immediate  object  of 
refgMty6"  her  dread  than  anY  confequence  that  could 
have  arifen  from  his  acceptance,  foe  fent  an 
ambaffador  to  roufe  their  drooping  fpirits,  and 
to  give  them  hopes  of  her  protection.  The 
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States  were  encouraged  by  this  mark  of  her 
attention,  to  form  the  refolution  of  making  the 
fame  offer  of  their  fovereignty  to  her,  which 
they  had  made  to  the  king  of  France :  and  am- 
baffadors  were  accordingly  appointed,  and  fent 
over  to  England  in  the  month  of  July  one  thou- 
fand  five  hundred  and  eighty-five. 

These  ambaffadors  employed  every  argu¬ 
ment  which  they  could  detife,  to  prevail  upon 
Elizabeth  to  yield  to  their  defire.  After  teftify- 
ing  in  the  fixongeft  terms  that  gratitude  with 
which  the  States  were  penetrated  on  account 
of  the  favour  which  file  had  already  afforded 
them  ;  they  reprefented,  “  That  they  had  now 
more  occafion  than  ever  for  her  friendfhip,  and 
muff  fink  under  the  power  of  Philip,  who  pof- 
feffed  fuch  inexhauftible  refources,  if  fhe  did 
not  fpeedily  interpofe  in  their  behalf.  But  al¬ 
though  the  power  of  the  confederacy  was  fmall, 
when  compared  with  thofe  mighty  efforts  which 
were  made  by  the  king  of  Spain  to  enflave  it, 
it  was  not  unworthy  of  the  queen’s  attention  and 
regard.  Befides  poffeffing  fume  important  towns 
in  Brabant,  Flanders*  and  Guelderland,  they 
were  ftill  in  poffeflion  of  Holland,  Zealand, 
Utrecht,  and  Friefland,  in  which  there  were 
many  flourifhing  and  well-fortified  cities,  ca¬ 
pacious  harbours,  and  navigable  rivers,  from 
lyhich  the  Queen’s  fubje&s  would  derive  in¬ 
finite 
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book  finite  advantage  in  the  way  of  commerce ;  not 

, _ -  * to  mention  that,  by  the  accefiion  of  fo  numerous 

a  fleet  as  that  of  the  United  Provinces,  her  navy 
would  be  able  to  give  law  to  all  the  maritime 
powers  in  Europe.  They  were  far  from  fup- 
pofing  that  interefl  alone  would  determine  the 
Queen  to  regard  their  prefent  application ;  they 
had  already  experienced  her  generofity,  and 
they  now  addrefled  her  as  the  fovereign  of  a 
powerful  kingdom,  who  had  fhewn  that  fhe  was 
touched  with  their  calamities.  It  was  their  ear- 
nefl  defire,  at  this  time,  that  fhe  would  accept 
of  the  fovereignty  of  the  provinces,  upon  the 
fame  conditions  on  which  their  native  princes 
had  enjoyed  it,  and  that  fhe  would  henceforth 
confider  the  people  of  the  Netherlands  as  her 
faithful  fubjefts,  who  would  vie  with  thofe  of 
her  native  kingdom  in  demonftrating  their  aU 
tachment  to  her  perfon,  and  in  advancing  the 
glory  of  her  reign.” 

Elizabeth  received  this  propofal  with  much 
complacency,  and  allured  the  ambalfadors,  that 
they  Ihould  not  return  without  carrying  fuch  an 
anfwer  along  with  them  as  would  entirely  fatisfy 
the  States  ;  but  before  fhe  could  be  more  parti-, 
cular  in  her  reply,  fhe  muff  confider  the  affair 
with  that  attention  which  it  deferved,  and  hear 
the  opinions  of  her  counfellors. 
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The  fame  thing  happened  on  this  occafion 
in  the  court  of  England,  as  in  that  of  France 
fome  months  before.  Elizabeth’s  minifters 
were  no  lefs  divided  in  their  fentiments  than 
thofe  of  Henry,  and  formed  their  judgments  as 
courtiers  are  wont  to  do  in  matters  of  doubtful 
ilfue,  conformably  either  to  the  natural  temper 

of  their  mind,  or  to  the  inclination  of  the 

.  » 
prince. 

There  were  fome  among  them  who  thought, 
that  both  jultice  and  prudence  required  that 
Elizabeth  fhould  rejed  the  offer  that  had  been 
made  to  her ;  “  for  it  was  the  common  interefl 
of  princes,  they  faid,  that  fubjeds  fhould  be 
retained  in  their  allegiance ;  and  to  encourage 
them  in  the  violation  of  it,  was  in  reality  to 
undermine  the  foundations  of  their  own  autho¬ 
rity.  The  Queen  had  hitherto  favoured  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Low-Countries,  not  as  a  free 
and  independent  nation,  but  as  a  people  who 
were  cruelly  oppreffed ;  and  her  intention  had 
not  been  to  enable  them  to  renounce  their 
allegiance,  but  to  induce  their  King  to  treat 
them  with  greater  equity  and  moderation.  In 
this  purpofe  they  thought  {he  might  ftill  per- 
fift.  But  to  acknowledge  the  States  for  fove- 
reigns,  and  to  accept  from  their  hands  that 
fovereignty  which  belonged  to  another,  would 
not  only  be  a  violation  of  that  juftice  which 

princes 


book 
,  xx. 

1585. 

She  delibe¬ 
rates  on  the 
fubjeift. 


/ 


6o 


HISTORY  OF  THE  REIGN  OF 


princes  owe  to  one  another,  but  might  be  at¬ 
tended  with  the  mod-  dangerous  confequences 
to  her  own  repofe.  The  king  of  Spain  would 
not  reft  fatisfied  till  he  had  retaliated  fo  great 
an  injury.  The  date  of  Ireland,  and  even  that 
of  England,  where  there  was  fo  great  a  number 
of  Catholics  devoted  to  his  fervice,  would  furnifh 
him  with  means  of  executing  his  defign.  And 
from  fomenting  a  fpirit  of  divifton  among  her 
fubje&s,  he  would  foon  pafs  to  an  open  invafion 
of  her  kingdom.  With  his  arms  the  fpiritual 
thunders  of  the  Roman  pontiff  would  co-operate, 
and  in  that  cafe  fuch  a  number  of  enemies  might 
be  excited  againft  her  as  would  endanger  the 
liability  of  her  throne.” 

But  others  of  Elizabeth’s  counfellors  were  of 
opinion,  that  fo  inviting  an  opportunity  as  the 
prefent  ought  not  to  be  neglefted,  and  that 
the  Queen  could  not,  with  reafon,  be  accufed 
of  injuftice  for  embracing  it.  The  States, 
compelled  by  neceflity,  had,  feveral  years  be¬ 
fore  the  prefent  period,  afiumed  the  fovereignty 
into  their  own  hands,  and  fince  that  time  they 
had  conferred  it  upon  the  duke  of  Anjou, 
whom  the  Queen  had  virtually  recognized  for 
their  lawful  fovereign.  The  king  of  Spain 
had  clearly  forfeited  his  right  to  their  obedi¬ 
ence,  by  his  violation  of  all  the  conditions  on 
which  that  right  was  founded,  s<  Notwith- 
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Handing  this,  he  will  no  doubt  be  highly  of¬ 
fended,”  continued  they,  “if  the  Queen  (hall 
think  fit  to  liften  to  the  prefent  application. 
But  can  he  be  more  an  enemy  to  the  Queen, 
than  he  has  already  Ihewn  himfelf?  Has  he 
not  long  endeavoured  to  ftir  up  her  diffaffe&ed 
fubje&s  in  Ireland  ?  And  in  England  does  he 
not  purfue  the  fame  hoftile  and  infidious  de- 
figns  ?  Has  he  not  warmly  efpoufed  the  caufe 
of  the  queen  of  Scots  ?  Does  he  not  on  every 
occafion  lhew  himfelf  an  implacable  enemy  to 
the  Englilh  name  ?  And  what  is  it  that  has  fo 
long  prevented  him  from  declaring  open  war, 
but  that  his  revolted  fubjefts  in  the  Nether¬ 
lands  have  hitherto  afforded  full  employment 
to  all  the  forces  which  he  could  fpare  from  his 
ambitious  enterprifes  ?  When  he  (hall  have 
difengaged  himfelf  from  his  embarraffments  in 
the  Low  Countries,  can  we  doubt  that  he  will 
turn  his  arms  againfi;  the  Queen  ?  It  is  the  part 
of  prudence  to  provide  againfi;  a  diftant  as  well 
as  againfi;  an  immediate  danger  ;  and  prudence 
and  a  regard  to  felf-prefervation  require  that 
the  Queen  Ihould,  to  the  utmoft  of  her  power, 
fupport  the  people  of  the  United  Provinces, 
becaufe  in  their  prefervation  the  peace  and  fe- 
curity  of  her  own  dominions  are  involved. 
If  fhe  rejeft  the  application  of  the  States,  and 
either  give  them  no  affiflance  or  fuch  only  as 
has  hitherto  been  granted,  they  will  foon  be 
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book  overpowered,  and  Philip  will  then  be  not  only 
•-! — at  greater  leifure,  but  much  more  able  than 
*5S5*  at  prefent  to  execute  his  defigns.  But  if  the 
Queen  accept  of  the  advantageous  offer  that  is 
made  to  her,  and  exert  herfelf  with  vigour  in 
defence  of  this  people,  who  defire  to  become 
her  fubjedte,  £he  will  encounter  her  enemy  at  a 
diftance  from  home,  fhe  will  be  powerfully  af- 
fifted  by  a  brave  and  determined  ally,  and  with 
her  fleet  afting  in  concert  with  that  of  the  States, 
fhe  will  be  able  to  maintain  the  tranquillity  of  her 
kingdom.” 

Elizabeth  Elizabeth  readily  perceived  the  force  of 
the^protec-  this  reafoning :  fhe  believed  that  an  open 
States! lh*  breach  with  Philip  was  unavoidable,  and  fhe 

thought  it  more  eligible  to  begin  hoflilities 
herfelf  now,  than  to  wait  till  her  adverfary 
fliould  be  in  a  condition  to  execute  his  defigns 
againft  her.  She  refolved  however  to  decline 
accepting  the  fovereignty  which  the  States  had 
offered  her,  either  becaufe  fhe  apprehended 
that  it  would  prove  a  greater  burden  than  fhe 
was  able  to  fupport,  or  becaufe  fhe  was  afraid 
of  exciting  the  jealoufy  of  the  neighbouring 
powers.  But  while  for  thefe  reafons  fhe  de- 
fired  that  the  fupreme  authority  might  flill  re¬ 
main  in  the  hands  of  the  States,  fhe  refolved 
to  afford  them  her  prote&ion  j  and  with  this 
view,  after  having  received  particular  informa¬ 
tion 
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tion  concerning  their  ftrength,  and  the  nurrl- 
ber  of  troops  necefiary  for  carrying  on  the  war, 
{he  concluded  a  treaty  with  them,  of  which  the 
principal  articles  were  thofe  which  follow : 
44  That  the  Queen  fnould  furnifh  the  States 
with  five  thoufand  foot  and  one  thoufand  horfe, 
to  be  commanded  by  a  Proteftant  general  of 
her  appointment,  and  to  be  paid  by  her  during 
the  continuance  of  the  war.  That  after  the 
conclufion  of  the  war  the  States  fhould  repay 
her  expences,  and  that  the  towns  of  Brille  and 
Flufhing,  and  the  fort  of  Rammekins,  fnould 
be  immediately  delivered  to  her,  and  Ihould 
remain  in  her  pofleffion  till  {he  were  fully  re- 
imburfed.  That  the  commander  of  the  forces, 
the  governors  of  provinces  and  towns,  and  all 
the  officers  and  foldiers,  fhould  take  an  oath  of 
fidelity  to  the  Queen  and  the  States.  That  in 
cafe  it  fhould  be  found  expedient  to  employ  a 
fleet  in  the  common  caufe,  the  States  fhould 
furnifh  the  fame  number  of  Ships  as  the  Queen, 
to  be  commanded  by  an  Englifh  admiral. 
That  the  commander  in  chief,  and  two  Englifh 
minifters  refiding  in  the  Netherlands,  fhould 
be  admitted  into  the  aflembly  of  the  States. 
That  none  of  the  rights  or  privileges  of  the 
confederated  provinces  fhould  be  violated,  and 
no  change  introduced  in  the  eftablifhed  religion 
or  government.  And  laftly,  That  neither  of 
the  two  contrafling  parties  fhould,  without 

mutual 
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book  mutual  confent,  make  peace,  or  enter  into  an 

XX.  .  .  , 

« _ -T _ _  alliance  with  the  king  of  Spain  d.” 

1585- 

Leicefter  This  treaty  was  no  fooner  ratified,  than 
commander  Elizabeth  ifiued  orders  for  carrying  it  into  exe¬ 
cution.  The  earl  of  Leicefter  (to  whom  this 
wife  princefs  had  been  long  attached  in  a  de¬ 
gree  which  far  exceeded  his  merit  and  fervices) 
was  appointed  general  of  the  forces,  and  went 
over  with  them  to  Holland  in  the  beginning  of 
the  year  1586,  accompanied  by  more  than  five 
hundred  gentlemen,  who  intended  to  ferve  un¬ 
der  him  as  volunteers.  Leicefter  had  neither 
courage,  capacity,  moderation,  nor  integrity, 
to  qualify  him  for  the  arduous  talk  that  was 
afligned  him,  but  his  defeffs  were  concealed 
under  the  glare  of  fuperficial  accomplifhments ; 
with  which,  as  he  had  long  deceived  the  pene¬ 
tration  of  Elizabeth,  he  now  impofed  upon  the- 
people  of  the  Netherlands,  and  excited  in  them 
the  molt  flattering  and  delufive  hopes.  From 
his  firft  arrival,  they  regarded  him  as  the  re- 
ftorer  of  their  fallen  ftate,  and  profufely  heaped 
upon  him  every  mark  of  honour  which  their 
immoderate  fondnefs  could  devife.  Not  fatis- 
fied  with  receiving  him  rather  as  a  prince  and 
a  conqueror,  who  had  already  wrought  their 
deliverance,  than  as  the  fubject  of  an  ally  by 

4  Btntivoglio,  part  ii.  lib.  v.  Camden,  an.  1585. 
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whom  he  had  been  fent  to  their  affi fiance,  they 
conferred  upon  him  the  offices  of  governor  ge¬ 
neral  of  the  confederacy,  and  commander  in 
chief  of  all  their  forces  by  fea  and  land.' 

By  this  precipitate  meafure,  of  which  they 
had  afterwards  the  greatell  reafon  to  repentj 
they  intended  to  gratify  the  Queen,  and  if  pof- 
fible,  to  induce  her  to  take  a  deeper  intereft  in 
their  affairs.  But  they  were  exceedingly  dif- 
appointed  in  their  expectations ;  fhe  was  of¬ 
fended  at  their  artifice,  and  immediately  dif- 
patched  her  vice-chancellor e  to  complain  of 
their  conduCt,  as  being  calculated  to  make  the 
world  believe  her  infincere  in  the  declaration 
which  fhe  had  publiffied,  of  intending  only  to 
affift  the  provinces,  and  not  to  undertake  the 
abfolute  charge  of  their  protection.  She  de- 
fired  that  the  States  would  recall  that  authority 
which  they  had  conferred  on  I.eicefter,  and 
commanded  him  to  reft  contented  with  the  por¬ 
tion  of  power  which  fhe  had  given  him.  But 
it  is  extremely  doubtful  whether  Elizabeth  was 
in  reality  as  much  incenfed  on  this  occafion 
as  fhe  appeared  to  be.  She  foon  difeovered  an 
unwillingnefs  to  mortify  her  favourite’s  vanity 
and  ambition  ;  lent  a  favourable  ear  to  the  apo¬ 
logy  that  was  made  to  her  by  the  States,  and 

'  Sir  Thomas  Heneage. 
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did  not  infill  on  a  compliance  with  her  requeft. 
Whatever  was  her  motive  for  this  conduct, 
Leicefter  was  infialled  in  the  government,  and 
invefted  with  as  ample  powers  as  were  confident 
with  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  conflitution  ; 
after  which  he  proceeded  to  make  preparations 
for  putting  a  flop  to  the  progrefs  of  the  Spanifh 
arms. 

The  prince  of  Parma,  on  the  other  hand, 
was  no  lefs  adtive  in  preparing  for  the  further 
profecution  of  the  war.  After  the  acquifition 
of  fo  many  important  towns,  he  had  conceived 
the  mod  fanguine  expectations  of  being  able 
foon  to  complete  the  reduction  of  the  revolted 
provinces.  But  by  the  interpofidon  of  Eliza¬ 
beth  he  1  erceived  his  vidtory  fnatched  from  him, 
when  he  thought  himfelf  upon  the  point  of 
reaping  it,  and  was  exceedingly  difappointed 
and  chagrined.  Finding  himfelf  however  flill ' 
fuperior  to  his  enemy  in  the  field,  he  refolved 
to  improve  this  advantage,  and  as  foon  as  the 
feafon  would  permit,  to  proceed  with  his  wonted 
vigour. 

Thefiege* of  The  confederates  had,  notwithstanding  their 
lofs  of  Maeflricht  above  related,  been  able  to 
keep  pofieflion  of  two  confiderable  towns  on 
the  Maefe,  Grave  in  Brabant,  and  Venlo  in 
Guelderland.  Farnefe  was  defirous  to  make 
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himfelf  matter  of  thefe  two  places  before  he 
fhould  turn  his  arms  againtt  the  northern  pro¬ 
vinces  ;  and  early  in  the  fpring  he  fent  count 
Charles  of  Manfveldt  to  form  the  blockade  of 
Grave.  Manfveldt  executed  his  commiflion 
with  little  oppofition,  by  catting  a  bridge  over 
the  Maefe,  and  by  building  forts  and  redoubts 
not  only  on  the  dykes  of  the  river,  but  on  the 
land  fide  of  the  town,  where  he  pitched  his 
camp,  and  cut  off  all  communication  between 
the  betteged  and  the  country  behind  them. 
The  town  was  defended  by  an  Englilh  garri- 
fon,  under  the  command  of  a  young  nobleman, 
baron  de  Hemert,  a  native  of  Guelderland. 
Leicefter,  fenfible  that  the  place  was  of  the 
greateft  importance  for  preventing  the  enemy 
from  advancing  into  the  provinces  of  Guelder¬ 
land  and  Utrecht,  went  himfelf  as  far  as  the 
city  of  Utrecht,  and  from  thence  fent  count 
Hohenloe  and  colonel  Norris  with  two  thou- 
fand  five  hundred  foot,  partly  Dutch  and  partly 
Englilh,  to  the  relief  of  the  befieged.  The 
Dutch  arrived  firft,  and  having  taken  one  of 
the  Spanilh  forts  on  the  banks  of  the  Maefe, 
oppofite  to  Grave,  they  had  begun  to  fortify 
themfelves  upon  the  dyke,  when  Manfveldt, 
having  received  intelligence  of  their  arrival,  fent 
three  thoufand  Spaniards  over  the  bridge  already 
mentioned.  By  thefe  troops  the  confederates 
were  compelled  to  abandon  their  fortifications, 
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book  and  to  retire  along  the  dyke  ;  but  Norris  and 
the  Englifh  forces  coming  up  to  their  affift- 
I-586*  ance,  a  bloody  battle  enfued.  The  Englifh, 
though  long  inured  to  peace,  gave  proof  on 
this  occafion  of  that  ftrong  military  genius  by 
which  they  have  fo  often  diftinguifhed  them- 
felves  in  their  wars  upon  the  continent.  They 
drove  the  veteran  Spaniards  before  them  with 
irrefiftible  impetuofity,  killed  feveral  hundreds 
of  them,  befides  feven  captains,  and  a  great 
number  of  inferior  officers,  and  compelled 
them  to  continue  their  retreat  till  they  reached 
their  fortifications  on  the  bridge.  There  they 
were  fupported  by  frefh  troops  fent  by  Manf- 
veldt  from  the  camp.  The  battle  was  renewed, 
and  both  parties  fought  for  fome  time  with  the 
fame  fury  as  before,  till  they  were  feparated  by 
a  violent  florm  of  wind  and  rain,  which  ren¬ 
dered  all  their  efforts  ineffectual.  Through 
this  accident  the  Spaniards  ftill  retained  pof- 
feffion  of  the  bridge,  but  the  rain  which  fell 
furnifhed  count  Hohenloe  with  the  means  of 
relieving  the  befieged.  The  river  being  fwelled 
to  an  uncommon  height,  he  broke  down  the 
dyke  near  Raveftein,  .which  Hands  on  the  fame 
fide  with  Grave,  and  having  laid  all  the  coun¬ 
try  between  Raveftein  and  Grave  under  water, 
he  conveyed  to  the  befieged,  ammunition,  pro- 
vifions,  and  a  fupply  of  troops,  acrofs  the  inun¬ 
dation. 


The 
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The  prince  of  Parma,  alarmed  with  this  book 

fuccefs  of  the  confederates,  fet  out  for  Grave  _ 

with  his  main  army  ;  and  in  a  few  days  after  H86* 
his  arrival  before  the  place,  two  batteries  were 
planted,  and  a  part  of  the  wall  was  demolifhed. 

It  might  ftill  however  have  been  defended  for  a 
confiderable  time ;  and  De  Hemert,  the  gover¬ 
nor,  gave  the  earl  of  Leicefter  the  ftrongeft 
affurances  that  he  would  hold  out  to  the 
laft.  But  his  courage  failing,  he  began  to  talk 
of  the  neceffity  of  furrendering  ;  and  although 
only  two  or  three  of  his  officers  approved  of  his 
defign,  while  all  the  reft  remonftrated  againft 
it  as  cowardly  and  diffionourable,  he  refolved  to 
put  it  in  execution  ;  and  upon  the  feventh  of 
June,  before  the  breach  was  practicable,  or 
the  enemy  had  taken  any  meafures  for  an 
affault,  he  fent  to  the  prince  of  Parma  a  pro- 
pofal  to  capitulate.  The  prince  readily  granted 
him  the  moft  favourable  conditions,  and  fuf- 
fered  him  and  the  garrifon  to  march  out  with 
their  arms  and  baggage.  But  as  De  Hemert 
was  undeferving  of  this  honour,  he  foon  had  rea- 
fon  to  repent  of  the  infamous  part  into  which 
his  cowardice  had  betrayed  him.  Both  he 
and  the  officers  who  had  concurred  with  him, 
were  condemned  by  a  court-martial  to  be  be¬ 
headed.  The  fentence  was  acknowledged  to 
be  juft,  yet  De  Hemert’s  fate  excited  great 
commiferation  in  his  countrymen.  He  was 
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book  too  young  for  the  -important  truft  which  had 
_■  been  committed  to  hit.  ;  there  was  no  reafon 
ij86.  t0  fafpecl  him  of  treache  v  or  corruption,  and 
he  folicited  in  the  molt  earned  manner  to  have 
his  life  fpared,  and  to  be  permitted  to  engage  in 
fome  perilous  enterprife  in  which  he  might  re¬ 
trieve  his  honour.  But  Leicefter  thinking  it 
necelfary  at  this  time,  for  the  eftablilhment  of 
military  discipline,  which  had  been  greatly  re¬ 
laxed,  to  give  an  example  .of  feverity,  rejected 
all  the  applications  which  wrere  made  in  his  be¬ 
half  f. 

Siege  of  Immediately  after  the  furrender  of  Grave, 

Farnefe  led  his  army,  amounting  to  twenty 

thoufand  foot  and  three  thoufand  horfe,  to  be- 

fiege  Venlo  ;  and  he  made  the  greater  hade  in 

his  expedition  againft  that  place,  the  only  one 

on  the  fide  of  the  Maefe  which  remained  in  the. 

/ 

hands  of  the  confederates,  as  he  underdood  that 
the  garrifon  was  weak,  and  that  the  celebra¬ 
ted  Martin  Schench,  who  commonly  redded 
in  it,  had,  by  Leieefter’s  orders,  marched  with 
the  greated  part  of  his  troops  to  fecure  the  town 
of  Gueldres.  This  man,  a  native  of  Guelder- 
land,  and  a  foldier  of  fortune,  is  celebrated 
by  all  the  cotemporary  hiftorians,  on  account  of 
his  extraordinary  valour,  activity,  and  entei- 

f  Meteren,  p.  403.  Bentivoglio,  part  ii-  Ub.  ii.  and 
Strada. 
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prife.  Having  firft  attached  himfelf  to  the 
Spaniffi  party  in  the  Netherlands,  he  performed 
for  that  party  feveral  important  fervices,  but 
thinking  himfelf  dilhonoured  by  a  preference 
which  the  general  bellowed  on  a  Spaniffi  offi¬ 
cer,  he  had  defected  to  the  States.  Schench 
no  fooner  heard  that  the  Spaniffi  army  had  be¬ 
gun  the  fiege  of  Venlo,  than  he  fet  out  with  a 
body  of  horfe  in  order  to  throw  himfelf  into  the 
place.  Finding  it  completely  invefted  on  every 
fide,  he  attacked  the  befiegers  in  the  middle  of 
the  night,  and  having  penetrated  beyond  the 
general’s  tent,  he  continued  to  advance  till  he 
had  almoft  reached  one  of  the  gates  of  the 
town  :  but  he  could  not  enter,  by  reafon  of  cer¬ 
tain  barricades  which  Farnefe  had  raifed  to 
prevent  the  fallies  of  the  garrifon.  Before  he 
had  time  to  demoliffi  thefe,  the  whole  camp 
was  up  in  arms,  and  obliged  him  to  abandon 
his  attempt.  He  fought  his  way  back  through 
the  thickefl  of  the  enemy,  and  efcaped  with 
the  lofs  of  between  forty  and  fifty  men.  He 
made  feveral  other  vigorous  efforts  for  the  re¬ 
lief  of  the  befieged,  but  they  were  all  rendered 
abortive  by  the  forefight  and  vigilance  of  the 
prince  of  Parma,  who  repelled  his  attacks  j 
and,  in  fpite  of  the  annoyance  which  he  gave 
him  from  without,  kept  up  an  inceffant  fire 
upon  the  town  till  a  great  part  of  the  wall  was 
demoliffied.  The  different  nations  of  which 
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the  army  confided  were  difputing  with  each 
other  for  the  honour  of  beginning  the  affault. 
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when  the  befieged,  dreading  the  fatal  confe- 
quences  that  might  follow,  furrendered  the 
town  on  nearly  the  fame  conditions  with  thofe 
which  had  been  granted  to  the  citizens  of  Grave. 
The  prince  of  Parma  found  it  neceffary  to  em¬ 
ploy  all  his  authority  to  prevent  the  foldiers, 
whom  the  capitulation  difappointed  of  their 
prey,  from  offering  violence  to  the  inhabitants  ; 
and  he  gave  a  proof  of  his  refpedt  for  Schench, 
by  treating  his  wife  and  fider  in  the  mod  ho¬ 
nourable  manner,  and  furnifhing  them  with  his 
own  coach  to  carry  them  to  whatever  place  they 
fhould  incline g. 

The  fiege 
and  de- 
ltruftion 
of  NuySi 

From  Venlo,  Farnefe  went  without  delay  and 
invefled  Nuys,  which  belongs  to  the  bifhopric  of 
Cologn,  but  was  at  that  time  in  the  poffeffion 
of  the  States. 

/ 

Gebhert  de  Trufehes,  the  archbifhop  and 
eledor  of  Cologn,  having,  about  three  years 
before  the  prefent  period,  abjured  the  Catholic 
religion,  and  married,  attempted  dill  to  retain 
his  bifhopric  and  eledorate ;  but  his  canons, 
fupported  by  the  Pope  and  Emperor,  excom- 
jnunicated  him ;  and  having  made  war  againd 
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him,,  in  which  they  were  affifted  by  the  prince 
of  Parma,  they  obliged  him  to  take  refuge  in 
Holland,  and  eledted  in  his  room  Erneft,  fon  of 
the  duke  of  Bavaria.  The  count  de  Meurs,  one 
of  his  partifans,  foon  after  recovered  for  him,  by 
furprife,  the  town  of  Nays,  and  obtained  from 
the  States  a  garrifon,  with  which  he  had  been 
able  not  only  to  defend  that  town  againft  the 
force  of  Erneft,  but  to  over-run  the  country, 
and  do  infinite  mifchief  to  the  Catholic  inhabit¬ 
ants.  Erneft,  unable  to  reprefs  their  irruptions, 
had  gone  himfelf  in  difguife  to  the  prince  of 
Parma  to  folicit  his  affiftance,  and  it  was  in  com¬ 
pliance  with  his  requeft,  that  Farnefe,  poftponing 
the  profecution  of  his  defigns  againft  the  north¬ 
ern  provinces,  engaged  in  his  prefent  enterprife. 
He  knew  that  Philip  regarded  no  undertaking 
as  foreign  to  his  intereft,  in  which  the  fecurity 
of  the  Catholic  religion  was  concerned ;  and  he 
dreaded  that  if  the  garrifon  of  Nuys  was  not 
checked  in  time,  they  might  gather  ftrength, 
and  perfuade  fome  of  the  neighbouring  Proteft- 
ant  princes  to  efpoufe  their  caufe.  Some  hifto- 
rians  affirm,  that  he  was  likewife  prompted  by 
the  profpedt  of  that  glory  which  he  would  ac¬ 
quire,  fhould  he  conquer,  in  a  few  weeks,  as  he 
expected,  a  town  which  Charles  the  Bold  duke 
of  Burgundy  had  in  vain  attempted  to  reduce 
with  an  army  of  fixty  thoufand  men  in  the  fpace 
of  a  year. 
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In  this  expe&ation  he  was  not  difappointed. 
Through  a  misfortune  which  befel  the  garrifon 
in  the  perfon  of  Cloet  the  governor,  who,  being 
dangeroufiy  .wounded,  was  enabled  from  at¬ 
tending  to  the  operations  of  tiie  defence,  their 
refolution  failed ;  and  in  lefs  .ban  three  weeks 
after  the  prince’s  arrival  before  the  town, 
they  began  to  treat  of  a  furrender.  Tva:  he 
might  fave  time,  and  deliver  the  town  as  en¬ 
tire  as  pofiible  to  the  Elector,  Farnefe  agreed 
without  any  difficulty  to  an  armiftice  5  and  he 
had  begun  to  treat  with  the  deputies  of  the  be- 
fieged,  concerning  the  terms  of  capitulation, 
when  the  Italian  and  Spanifh  troops  (who  had 
been  highly  incenfed  on  account  of  his  having 
prevented  them  from  plundering  the  inhabit¬ 
ants  of  Venlo),  being  tranfported  with  a  hid¬ 
den  rage,  ran  forward  in  contempt  of  his  autho¬ 
rity,  and  affaulted  the  town  on  different  hides, 
while  the  garrifon,  who  trufled  to  the  armi- 
flice,  were  off  their  guard.  Meeting  with 
little  refiftance,  they  quickly  fealed  the  walls, 
fpread  themfelves  over  the  town,  and  butchered 
all  who  fell  in  their  way,  without  diflinction 
of  age,  fex,  or  condition.  Nor  was  their  bar¬ 
barous  cruelty  fatiated  with  the  horrid  carnage 
which  they  committed.  Their  fury  being  turned 
into  madnefs,  they  fpurned  the  thoughts  of 
plunder,  and  fet  fire  to  the  town ;  and  as  the 
wind  was'  high,  and  rnoft  of  the  houfes  were 
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built  of  wood,  it  was  in  a  few  hours  confumed  book 

XX 

to  allies.  Two  churches  only  efcaped,  in  which  X.. 
a  number  of  women  and  children  had  taken  re-  I586- 
fuge ;  and  it  was  with  difficulty  that  the  marquis 
del  Guafto  prevailed  upon  the  favage  foldiers  to 
fpare  the  lives  of  thofe  trembling,  miferable  re¬ 
mains  of  the  inhabitants s. 


From  this  difadrous  fcene,  Farnefe,  now  duke  Siegeof 
of  Parma,  by  his  father’s  death,  directed  his  Rhl‘ie  er“’ 
march  towards  Rhineberg  ;  another  place  in  the 
electorate  of  Cologn,  of  which,  on  account  of 
its  important  fituation,  the  States  were  extremely 
folicitous  to  retain  poffeffion. 

The  earl  of  Leiceder  meanwhile  had  been  Operations 
employed  in  drawing  together  all  the  forces  Leafier 
which  could  be  fpared  from  the  garrifons  of  the 
towns  and  forts,  and  feemed  determined  not  to 
fuffer  any  more  of  the  campaign  to  pafs  with¬ 
out  linking  fome  important  droke,  which 
might  fatisfy  the  expectations  of  the  confede¬ 
rates.  But  as  his  army,  which  confided  only 
of  feven  thoufand  foot  and  one  thoufand  four 
hundred  horfe,  was  inferior  in  number  to  the 
enemy,  he  durd  not  hazard  an  engagement ; 
but  refolved  to  attack  fome  place  of  importance 
in  the  poffeffion  of  the  Spaniards,  in  order  to 

E  Bentivcglio,  part  ii.  lib.  iv. 
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book  induce  the  duke  of  Parma  to  irelinquifh  the  fiege 
of  Rhineberg.  He  dire&ed  his  march  towards 
*586.  Zutphen,  and  in  order  to  facilitate  his  defign 
againfl  that  place,  firfh  attacked,  and  made  him- 
felf  mailer  of  the  town  of  Doefberg;  after  which 
he  fat  down  with  his  whole  army  before  Zut¬ 
phen,  and  began  the  fiege  in  form. 

I 

He  nys  If  he  had  followed  the  counfel  that  was  given 
him,  to  fecure  certain  paffes  which  led  to  the 
town,  it  mull  unavoidably  have  fallen  into  his 
hands ;  as  it  was  neither  furnifhed  with  provi- 
fions,  nor  with  military  fores.  Of  this  the 
duke  of  Parma  had  been  particularly  informed 
by  Baptifto  Taffi  the  governor ;  and  for  this 
reafon,  although  he  had  made  progrefs  in  his 
operations  againfl:  Rhineberg,  he  immediately 
railed  the  fiege  of  that  place,  and  haflened  with 
all  his  forces  to  the  relief  of  Zutphen.  As  he 
was  acquainted  with  the  extremity  to  which  the 
befieged  were  reduced,  he  fent  the  Italian  ca¬ 
valry,  under  the  marquis  del  Guafto,  before 
the  reft  of  the  army,  with  a  temporary  fupply ; 
and  ordered  a  numerous  body  of  Spanifh  infan¬ 
try  to  advance  with  the  utmoft  expedition.' 
Through  Leicefter’s  neglebt  to  fortify  the  paffes, 
a  part  of  this  fupply  was  introduced  into  the 
town  without  any  difficulty,  in  the  night ;  and 
on  the  day  following,  del  Guafto  attempted  to 
introduce  the  reft.  On  this  occafion  a  fierce 
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rencounter  happened  between  the  Italian  and  book 

Englifh  cavalry.  At  the  fird  onfet  the  Italians  ^ 

were  compelled  to  retire  ;  but  they  foon  returned  I5?0* 

to  the  charge.  The  aCIion  then  became 

hot  and  obdinate,  and  the  iffue  remained  for 

fome  time  doubtful.  Del  Guado,  feconded 

by  feveral  officers  of  diftinguifhed  reputation, 

made  every  effort  that  could  have  been  expedl- 

ed  from  the  mod  experienced  commander.  But 

the  Englifh,  led  on  by  colonel  Norris  and  Sir 

Philip  Sidney,  proved  a  fecond  time  victorious, 

and  drove  the  Italians  before  them  till  they 

reached  the  Spanidi  infantry  ;  when  the  Eng- 

lifh,  being  ignorant  whether  the '  whole  Spanifh 

army  was  at  hand,  thought  it  dangerous  to 

advance.  Of  the  Italians  about  one  hundred 

and  fifty  were  killed  and  wrounded,  and  of  the 

Enejifh  thirty.  But  the  latter  paid  dear  for  Death  of  sir 

o  J  philip  Sid** 

their  vi&ory,  by  their  irreparable  lofs  of  the  ney. 
brave  and  accomplifhed  Sir  Philip  Sidney,  who 
is  celebrated  by  his  cotemporaries,  as  a  perfon 
of  the  mod  confummate  worth  ;  and  as  he  pof- 
feffed  the  favour  of  Elizabeth,  mud,  if  it  had 
been  the  will  of  heaven  to  prolong  his  life, 
have  foon  attained  to  the  highed  dignities  in 
her  power  to  bellow.  Soon  after  this  ren¬ 
counter,  the  duke  of  Parma  arrived  with  his 
whole  army  in  order  of  battle  ;  and  Leiceder,  L-eictHer 
confcious  of  the  inferiority  of  his  forces,  drew 
them  off  from  the  fiege,  and  differed  him  to  kcse’ 

°  Oof.  i2th. 
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book  enter  Zutphen  without  oppofition.  Here  the 
v— »  duke  remained  till  he  had  vifited  the  fortifications;, 
150a.  and  Rid  a  fufficient  quantity  of  ammunition 
and  provifions ;  after  which  he  repaffed  the  Rhine, 
and  having  put  garrifons  into  his  new  conqueks, 
he  fet  out  for  Bruffels. 

Letrefter  His  troops  were  no  fooner  diflributed  into 

takes  lome  .  . 

ions  wear  winter-quarters,  than  Leicelter  returned  with 
his  army  towards  Zutphen.  He  did  not  how¬ 
ever  intend  to  enter  fo  late  in  the  year  upon 
the  fiege  of  the  town  itfelf,  but  dhly  to  make 
himfelf  maker  of  three  forts  on  the  oppofite 
fide  of  the  river,  which  put  it  in  the  power  of 
the  Spaniards  to  make  frequent  incurfions  into 
the  territory  of  Veluwe.  In  this  attempt  he 
iucceeded,  and  thereby  deprived  the  Spaniards 
for  a  time  of  what  had  been  the  principal  ad¬ 
vantage  which  they  derived  from  the  poffeffion 
of  Zutphen.  After  which,  having  Rationed  a 
part  of  his  troops  in  thefe  forts,  he  returned  to 
the  Hague,  where  the.  States  had  been  appointed 
to  convene. 

This  affembly  had  no  great  reafon  to  be 
fatisfied  w7ith  their  new  governor’s  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  war  ;  and  they  were  highly  dis¬ 
contented  with  his  civil  adminiftration.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  courfe  of  thofe  military  operations 
which  have  been  related,  he  had  treated  them 
7 


Leieefter’s 
arbitraiy 
and  impru¬ 
dent  con¬ 
duit. 
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in  many  refpeds  rather  as  a  conquered  province, 
than  a  free  (late,  to  whofe  a fli fiance  he  had  been 
fent  by  their  friend  and  ally  ;  and  had  fhewn  no 
Jefs  contempt  of  their  fundamental  lav/s,  to 
which  he  knew  they  were  unalterably  attached, 
than  to  the  conditions  of  their  treaty  with  Eli¬ 
zabeth.  Inflead  of  regulating  his  condud  by 
the  advice  of  the  States  or  council,  as  grati¬ 
tude  and  prudence  required,,  he  appears  to  have 
conceived  an  early  prejudice  againft  all  thofe 
who  had  diflinguifhed  themfelves  in  the  fervice 
of  their  country,  while  he  bellowed  his  favour 
on  a  fet  of  artful  and  defigning  men,  of  fuf- 
peded  fidelity,  who  were  obfequious  to  his 
caprice. 

By  their  counfel,  he  laid  reflrictions  upon 
trade,  which,  if  the  States  had  not  interpofed 
with  vigour,  would  have  proved  fatal  to  it ; 
and  which  obliged  many  of  thofe  Flemifh  mer¬ 
chants,  who  had  lately  fettled  in  Holland  and 
Zealand,  to  remove  into  foreign  parts.  By  the 
fame  advice,  he  tampered  with  the  coin,  and 
made  fuch  alterations  in  it  as  enriched  his  mi¬ 
nions  or  himfelf,  whilil  they  impoverifhed  the 
provinces. 

Innovations  w7ere  introduced  without  the 
confent  of  the  States,  in  the  manner  of  colled- 
ing  the  public  money,  and  after  it  was  col- 
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le&ed,  inftead  of  putting  it,  as  the  conftituiion 
required,  into  the  hands  of  the  treafurer  chofen 
by  the  States,  Leicefter  ordered  it  to  be  deli¬ 
vered  to  a  treafurer  of  his  own  appointment* 
who  refufed  to  fatisfy  the  States  as  to  the  pur- 
pofes  to  which  it  was  applied.  Taxes  were 
levied  from  the  people,  for  paying  not  only  all 
the  foldiers  in  the  garrifons,  and  all  the  coun¬ 
try  troops,  but  fufficient  likewife  for  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  between  fix  and  feven  thoufand  Ger¬ 
mans  ;  yet  the  foldiers  in  the  garrifons  were  fo 
ill  paid,  that  the  officers  found  it  difficult  to 
prevent  a  mutiny ;  and  two  thoufand  Germans 
who  had  enlifted  under  the  count  de  Meurs, 
in  hopes  of  receiving  a  certain  fum  on  their 
arrival  in  the  Netherlands,  being  difappointed, 
through  the  governor’s  negligence,  or  the  cor¬ 
ruption  of  thofe  in  whom  he  confided,  returned 
to  Germany  without  drawing  their  fwords,  at 
a  time  when  their  affiflance  was  abfolutely  ne- 
ceffary  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  campaign. 


In  the  treaty  between  the  States  and  Eliza¬ 
beth,  it  had  been  agreed,  that  when  any  va¬ 
cancy  fhould  happen  in  the  government  of  a 
town,  fort,  or  province,  the  commander  in 
chief  fhould  fill  it  up  with  one  of  three  perfons 
prefented  to  him  by  the  States.  To  this  agree¬ 
ment  Leicefter  paid  no  regard,  but  appointed 
perfons  to  governments  of  great  importance, 

not 
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not  only  without  their  being  named  by  the  States, 
but  even  when  the  States  remondrated  againd 
his  appointing  them.  Roland  York,  a  Lon¬ 
doner,  who  had  fome  years  before  been  deteded 
in  treafonable  pra dices,  of  which  they  gave  Lei- 
ceder  timely  information,  was  notwithdanding 
this  intruded  with  the  charge  of  the  principal 
fort  near  Zutphen,  which  commanded  the  coun¬ 
try  of  Veluwe  ;  and  William  Stanley,  an  Englifh 
Catholic,  who  had  been  in  the  fervice  of  Spain, 
was  made  governor  of  Deventer,  into  which 
place  Leiceder,  in  contradidion  to  the  treaty 
with  Elizabeth,  had  put  a  garrifon  of  twelve 
hundred  foot  and  two  hundred  horfe,  confiding 
modly  of  Irifh  papids. 

Besides  thefe  and  other  indances  of  impru¬ 
dent  and  arbitrary  condud,  he  difguded  the 
Dutch  troops  by  appointing  Englidi  officers  to 
command  them.  He  compelled  the  people  to 
furnifh  him  with  carriages,  and  to  ferve  in  his 
army  as  pioneers ;  and,  in  violation  of  what  had 
ever  been  e  deemed  a  fundamental  privilege  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Netherlands,  he  obliged 
perfons,  profecuted  by  his  tools,  to  leave  the 
provinces  in  which  they  redded,  and  to  fubmit 
to  their  trial  in  other  provinces,  where  their  pro- 
fecutors  had  greater  influence  to  procure  their 
condemnation  \ 
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Such  a  complication  of  defpotic  meafures  in. 
the> government  of  a  people  jealous  of  their 
liberty,  appears  repugnant,  whatever  were  the 
governor’s  motives,  to  the  very  lowefl  degree  of 
prudence  which  we  can  fuppofe  him  to  have 
poflefled.  It  is  net  furprifmg  that  he  was  fuf- 
pedted  of  having  formed  a  plan  to  fupprefs  the 
aflembly  of  the  States,  and  to  aflume  an  abfolute 
authority ;  but  if  his  prefumption  could  impofe 
upon  him  fo  far  as  to  make  him  believe,  that  fo 
wife  a  princefs  as  Elizabeth  would,  from  her 
partiality  to  him,  and  in  open  violation  of  her 
engagements,  fupport  his  ufurpation,  yet  his 
conduct  wras  extremely  ill  calculated  to  promote 
his  perfidious  defign.  It  difgufled  all  the  better 
fort  of  thofe  who  had  influence  in  the  provinces, 
and  ferved  to  diffufe  an  univerfal  alarm,  before 
he  had  taken  meafures  proper  for  fecuring  fuc- 
cefs  in  his  attempt. 


The  States  The  States,  however,  fenfible  of  their  prefent 
r«raomtrjte,  jepen^ance  Up0n  Elizabeth,  refolved  to  avoid 

an  open  rupture  with  her  favourite,  and,  not- 
withftanding  w7hat  had  pafled,  they  received 
him  on  his  arrival'  at  the  Hague  with  every 
mark  of  refpeft.  They  delivered  to  him  a  mo- 
deft  but  firm  remonftrance,  and  intreated  him 
with  much  earneftnefs  to  redrefs  their  griev¬ 
ances.  Leicefler  could  not  juflify  his  con¬ 
duct  in  any  of  the  particulars  that  have  been 

mentioned. 
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mentioned.  He  attempted,  however,  to  make 
fome  apology  for  it,  and  allured  the  deputies, 
though  with  little  fmcerity,  that  for  the  future  he 
fhould  be  careful -to  avoid  giving  them  any  juft 
ground  of  offence.  Fie  added,  that  at  prefent 
he  was  under  a  neceffity  of  paffing  over  to  Eng¬ 
land,  on  account  of  certain  difturbances  in 
that  kingdom,  which  required  his  prefence. 
The  States  were  extremely  furprifed  at  this  in¬ 
timation,  as  they  expected  that  he  would  have 
proceeded  immediately  to  reform  the  abufes  of 
which  they  had  complained ;  but  they  were  in 
fome  meafure  reconciled  to  his  departure,  by 
his  agreeing  to  a  propofal  which  they  made  to 
him,  that,  till  his  return  to  the  Low-Countries, 
his  authority  as  governor  fhould  be  lodged  in 
the  council  of  ftate  j  and  he  accordingly  exe¬ 
cuted  a  public  deed  to  this  effed  on  the  twenty- 
fourth  of  November,  although  it  foon  after¬ 
wards  appeared  that  he  had  done  it  only  to 
avoid  the  trouble  of  any  further  folicitation 
upon  the  fubjed.  Fie  executed  privately  on 
the  fame  day  another  deed,  in  which  he  re- 
ferved  to  himfelr  an  exclufive  authority  over 
all  the  governors  of  provinces,  towns,  and 
forts,  and  even  deprived  the  council  of  ftate  of 
their  wonted  authority.  This  condud,  at  once 
fo  cowardly  and  infincere,  alienated  from  him 
more  than  ever  the  affedions  of  the  States,  and 
deftroyed  entirely  the  confidence  which  they 

O  2  had 
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book  had  repofed  in  him.  It  confirmed  the  opinion 
v— -s-L-  of  thofe  who  believed  that  he  afpired  at  the 
!586.  fovereignty,  and  filled  the  minds  of  perfons 
of  all  ranks  with  the  moft  alarming  apprehen- 
fions. 

1587.  The  States  had,  as  mentioned  above,  re- 
Jf'Toiand  monft rated  again!!  the  trud  committed  to  Ro~ 
Wiiiiam*1  York  and  William  Stanley.  Thefe  men 

Stanley.  gave  foon  a  fatal  proof  of  the  juflnefs  of  the 
fufpicions  which  had  been  entertained  of  their 
fidelity.  In  a  few  weeks  after  Leiceder’s  de¬ 
parture  for  England,  they  entered  into  a  trea¬ 
cherous  correfpondence  with  Baptidb  Taffi,  go¬ 
vernor  of  Zutphen,  and  began  to  prepare  their 
meafures  for  delivering  to  him  the  important 
fortrefles  which  had  been  intruded  to  their  care. 
The  council  of  date  received  intelligence  of 
their  perfidious  defign  ;  but  they  had  not  power 
to  hinder  them  from  putting  it  in  execution. 
In  the  beginning  of  February,  both  Deventer 
and  the  fort  oppofite  to  Zutphen  were  given 
up  to  the  Spaniards.  York  did  not  live  long 
to  enjoy  the  wages  of  his  iniquity,  and  died 
in  miferv,  negledted  and  forgotten  by  thofe  to 
whom  he  had  facrificed  his  honour;  but  Stanley, 
having  perfuaded  mod  of  his  troops  to  enter 
into  the  fervice  of  Spain,  and  having  uniformly 
profefied  the  Catholic  religion  (which  Philip 
confidered  as  an  atonement  for  the  mod  odious 

crimes), 
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crimes),  was  permitted  to  retain  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Deventer,  together  with  the  fame  rank 
in  the  Spanilh,  which  he  had  enjoyed  in  the 
Englilh  army.  This  man,  fprung  from  a 
refpe&able  family  in  England,  had  been  con¬ 
cerned  in  Babington’s  confpiracy  in  favour  of 
the  queen  of  Scots,  and  was  probably  betrayed, 
by  the  dread  of  a  difcovery,  into  this  unworthy 
conduct,  which  has  involved  his  name  in  perpe¬ 
tual  infamy. 

The  news  of  thefe  difafters  fpread  grief  and 
confternation  over  the  confederated  provinces.  \ 

They  recalled  the  memory  of  the  duke  of  An¬ 
jou’s  attempt  on  Antwerp,  and  excited  great 
anxiety  and  dread,  left  the  examples  of  York 
and  Stanley  ftiould  be  imitated  by  the  governors 
of  other  forts  and  towns. 

The  States  participated  of  the  diftref;  which  Prudence 
the  people  felt  on  the  prefent  occafion.  They  ratio™  ofihe 
ftill  however  maintained  their  wonted  fortitude,  Stales‘ 
and  without  regard  to  Leicefter’s  refentment, 
refolved  to  provide,  as  well  as  their  circum- 
ftances  would  allow,  for  the  prefervation  of  the 
commonwealth.  In  an  aftembly  held  at  the 
Hague  on  the  fixth  of  February,  after  aflerting 
their  own  fupreme  authority,  they  enabled,  that 
during  the  abfence  of  the  earl  of  Leicefter, 
prince  Maurice  fhould  exercife  the  authority 
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B  9-S  K  governor,  and  that  all  officers  in  their  fervice 
>— — ^  ihould  take  an  oath  of  obedience  to  him,  and  of 
fidelity  to  the  States.  To  this  refolution,  which 
was  immediately  publifhed  and  enforced,  two 
declarations  were  fubjoined :  the  firft,  that  the 
States  did  not  thereby  mean  to  abridge  the  au¬ 
thority  which  they  had  conferred  on  the  earl  of 
Leicefler,  but  only  to  reftore  to  the  inferior  go¬ 
vernors  their  legal  rights  and  powers  ;  and  the 
fecond,  that  they  highly  difapproved  of  thole 
general  reflections  which  had  been  thrown  cut 
againft  the  Englifh  troops,  on  account  of  the  late 
treachery  of  a  few  individuals ;  for  there  were 
bad  as  well  as  good  men  in  every  nation,  and 
nothing  could  be  more  illiberal  and  uniuft  than 
fuch  undiftingui flung  reflections. 

■v 

i^E  re?re*  But  while  their  conduct  at  home  contained' 
o  evances  this  mixture  of  flrmnefs  and  moderation,  they 

.  T?  j-  I  1 

c’  ‘  gave  vent  to  their  refentment,  in  letters,  which 
they  appointed  fome  of  their  number  to  carry  to 
Elizabeth  and  Leicefler  ;  in  which,  after  making 
mention  of  the  trull  and  confidence  which  they 
had  placed  in  him,  they  entered  into  a  full  de¬ 
tail  of  their  grievances. 

Leicester  was  highly  offended  with  thefe 
letters,  and  endeavoured  to  perfuade  Elizabeth, 
that  they  had  been  written  by  a  party  who  were 
his  enemies,  while  the  generality  were  well 
affected  both  to  his  perfon  and  government. 

There 
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There  was  indeed  a  numerous  faftion  in  the  book 
Netherlands,  under  the  dire&ion  of  the  clergy,  .  ,—  L,  , 
whom  Leicefler  had  attached  to  him  by  a  punc- 
tilious  attendance  on  public  worlhip,  and  an 
affe&ation  of  zeal  for  the  reformed  religion. 

Thefe  men  not  only  concurred  with  his  parti- 
fans  in  England,  in  attempting  to  difcredit  the 
reprefentation  of  his  conduct  which  the  States 
had  tranfmitted  to  Elizabeth,  but  ftudied  to 
controul  the  authority  of  the  States  at  home,  and 
endeavoured  to  infpire  the  queen  with  the  mod; 
groundlefs  prejudices  againfl  prince  Maurice 
and  other  popular  leaders,  through  whofe  in¬ 
fluence,  they  faid,  the  States  had  conceived  a 
difgufl  againfl  the  Englifh  alliance,  and  were 
now  no  lefs  alienated  from  the  queen  than  from 
the  earl  of  Leicefler.  Elizabeth  did  not  hearken 
implicitly  either  to  the  States  or  their  accufers, 
but  fent  over  to  Holland  lord  Buckhurfl,  a  noble-  Lord  Buck- 
man  efleemed  for  his  prudence  and  moderation,  the  Nether^ 
to  inquire  into  the  ground  of  that  contradictory  kl,ds* 
information  which  fhe  had  received,  but  chiefly 
with  an  intention  to  extinguifh,  as  fpon  as  pof- 
fible,  the  fpirit  of  animofity  and  divifion  to 
which  the  governor’s  imprudence  had  given 
rife.  Buckhurfl  foon  difcovered  the  falfehood 
of  thofe  infinuations  which  Leicefler’s  partilans 
had  propagated  with  regard  to  the  defigns  of 
prince  Maurice,  and  the  difaflfe&ion  of  the 
States ;  and  he  found  no  reafon  to  call  in 
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queftion  any  part  of  that  remonftrance  which 
had  been  fent  to  Elizabeth.  He  wifely  declined 
entering  into  any  difcuffion  of  the  points  of 
difference  between  the  oppofite  parties,  ap¬ 
proved  in  general  of  the  conduct  of  the  States 
fmce  Leicefter’s  departure,  exhorted  them  to 
bury  in  oblivion  what  had  paffed,  and  reminded 
them  of  the  mifchievous  confequences  with 
which  the  want  of  harmony  muff  be  attended 
in  the  prefent  critical  fituation  of  their  affairs. 

These  exhortations  feemed  to  produce,  in 
tor  Leicef-  fonie  meafure,  the  defired  effect  ;  the  States 
appeared  fatisfied  that  Leicefter  fhould  ftill  re¬ 
tain  the  office  of  governor  ;  and  lord  Buckhurft 
carried  back  to  Elizabeth  fuch  a  report  of  their 
difpofition,  as  wTas  calculated  to  preferve  that 
amity  which  had  hitherto  fubfifted  between  her 
and  them  ;  but  he  fcrupled  not  to  condemn 
the  conduct  of  her  favourite,  and  accufed  him 
of  being  the  caufe  of  all  the  difturbances 
which  had  happened.  If  any  other  of  Eliza¬ 
beth’s  courtiers  had  been  guilty  of  the  fame 
indifcretions  with  the  earl  of  Leicefter,  it  is  not 
to  be  doubted  that  he  would  have  felt  the 
weight  of  her  refentment.  He  had  far  ex¬ 
ceeded  the  powers  which  ffie  had  given  him. 
By  his  mifconduft  he  had  /Lengthened  the 
hands  of  her  mortal  enemy,  the  king  of  Spain, 
And  by  his  mifconduft  and  arrogance  together, 
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he  had  aimed  involved  her  in  di (Tendons  with 
an  ally  whom  (he  had  undertaken  to  defend, 
and  with  whom  it  wras  of  the  higheft  confe- 
quence  to  her  interefl:  that  fhe  fhould  maintain 
,,  a  perfect  underilanding.  Yet  fuch  was  her 
partiality  for  this  unworthy  favourite,  and  fo 
great  the  influence  which  he  poffeffed,  that  he 
found  means  to  turn  her  indignation  from  him- 
felf  againfl:  his  accufer.  Lord  Buckhurfl;  in¬ 
curred  her  difpleafure,  and  was  even  put  under 
arreft,  as  if  he ,  and  not  Leiceder,  had  been 
guilty  k. 

Nothing  could  be  more  agreeable  to  the 
duke  of  Parma  than  thefe  diffractions  in  the 
confederated  provinces  ;  but  he  was  prevented 
'from  availing  himfelf  of  them  by  the  mife- 
rable  condition  to  which  the  provinces  under 
his  command  were  reduced  by  famine  and  pef- 
tilence.  The  country,  as  well  as  the  towns, 
in  the  fouthern  provinces,  had  of  late  differed 
a  prodigious  diminution  of  inhabitants.  Great 
numbers  had  forfaken  their  habitations,  partly 
on  account  of  their  religion,  and  partly  of  the 
ravages  which  had  been  committed  by  the 
troops ;  and  only  a  few  of  thofe  who  remained, 
had  either  feed  to  fow,  or  horfes  and  cattle  to 

k  Meteren,  lib.  xiv.  Bentivoglio,  p.  ii.  lib.  iv.  Reida- 
nuSj  lib.  vi.  Camden,  an.  1587. 
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book  cultivate  their  grounds.  There  had  been  ai- 

XX  0 

. . — -  mod  no  crop  railed  in  the  preceding  year  with- 
1587-  the  provinces,  and  the  crops  in  the  neigh¬ 

bouring.  countries  had  been  worfe  than  ufual 
for  feveral  years.  From  Holland  and  Zealand 
the  Flemings  might  have  been  abundantly  fup- 
plied,  but  the  confederated  States,  befides  pro¬ 
hibiting  all  communication  with  the  fout-hern 
provinces,  had  placed  guardlhips  upon  the 
coahs,  and  in  the  mouths  of  the  rivers,  to  pre¬ 
vent  them  from  receiving  fupplies  from  foreign 
parts,  in  the  hopes  of  weakening  the  Spanilh 
army,  or  of  compelling  the  frontier  towns  to 
return  into  the  confederacy.  This  cruel  po¬ 
licy  was  not  attended  with  either  cf  thefe 
effedls.  The  duke  of  Parma  brought  provifions 
for  his  army  from  France,  Germany,  and  Eng¬ 
land,  at  an  immenfe  expence,  and  he  gave 
particular  attention  to  the  fupplying  of  thofe 
towns  which  lay  neared;  to  the  United  Pro¬ 
vinces. 

Those  dreadful  calamities  which  are  the  or¬ 
dinary  concomitants  of  famine,  were  felt  chiefly 
in  the  interior  parts,  where  great  multitudes 
died  of  want,  and  of  thofe  pediiential  difeafes 
which  want  and  unwholefome  nourifhment 
produced.  In  Antwerp,  Bruffels,  and  other 
places,  many  perfons  of  the  better  ranks  in  life, 

after  felling  their  furniture  and  other  effects  to 
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purchafe  food,  were  reduced  to  beg  openly  in  book 
the  dreets.  In  Brabant  and  Flanders  feveral 
villages  were  entirely  deferted  :  and  the  cotem-  15J7- 
porary  hidorians  add,  that  from  the  folitude 
and  defolation  of  fome  parts  of  the  .country, 
wolves  and  other  wild  beads  were  fo  much  mul¬ 
tiplied,  that  befides  many  perfons  who  periflied 
in  other  places,  upwards  of  a  hundred  were  de¬ 
voured  by  thole  furious  animals,  within  two 
miles  of  Ghent,  in  a  country  formerly  one  of 
the  bed  cultivated  and  mod  populous  in  the 
Netherlands. 

Such  was  the  date  of  the  fouthern  pro-  Protperity 
vinces,  which  are  by  nature  the  riched,  though  tedt-roUn-' 
governed  by  the  duke  of  Parma  with  fuperior  ces' 
abilities.  On  the  other  hand,  the  maritime  pro¬ 
vinces  were  torn  bv  factions,  and  governed  by 
one  who  polleflfed  neither  moderation,  prudence, 
nor  capacity  ;  yet  the  inhabitants  were  not  only 
entirely.  ■  free  from  thofe  calamities  with  which 
their  neighbours  were  oppreffed,  but  were 
richly  furnilhed  with  all  the  neceflaries  of  life, 
and  daily  mcreafed  in  numbers.  Every  houfe 
was  occupied,  new  dreets  and  new  towns  were 
built,  and  individuals  grew  richer  every  day, 
notwithdanding  the  perpetual  burden  of  an  ex- 
pendve  war.  For  thefe  advantages  the  Dutch  v 
were  indebted  chiefly  to  their  commerce,  which 
had  long  been  confiderable,  but  was  of  late 
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i;  o  o  re  greatly  augmented  by  the  multitude  of  manu- 
— -Z-Cw  faCtuyers  and  merchants  who  flocked  into  Hol- 
'P?-  land  and  Zealand,  when  Brabant  and  Flanders 
were  broken  off  from  the  confederacy.  The 
calamities-  of  the  latter  provinces  contributed 
Hill  more  to  hicreafe  the  migration  of  people 
into  the  former,  till  they  became  the  feat  of 
the  greateft  part  of  that  wealth  and  induftry, 
which  for  ages  naif  had  diflinguilhed  the  Nether- 

O  i  O 

lands  above  the  reft  of  Europe 

In  this  condition  of  the  United  Provinces, 
it  may  appear  furpriflng,  that  during  the  fpace 
of  eight  months  no  attempt  was  made  by  the 
confederates  to  recover,  any  of  the  towns  which 
had  been  taken  from  them  ;  but  divifion  here, 
and  the  want  of  capacity  and  vigour  in  the 
perfon  intruflced  with  the  reins  of  government, 
were  attended  with  fome  of  the  fame  efFeCls  as 
were  produced  by  the  famine  and  peftilence  in 
the  other  provinces.  Neither  prince  Maurice 
nor  the  States  had  power  at  this  time  to  enforce 
obedience  to  their  commands,  except  in  the 
provinces  of  Holland  and  Zealand.  In  the  reft, 
the  partifans  of  Leicefter  difputed,  and  coun¬ 
teracted  their  authority  ;  and  thus,  the  duke  of 
Parma,  notwithftanding  thofe  unfpeakable  ca¬ 
lamities  in  which  the  provinces  under  his  go- 

1  Van  Meteren,  lib.iv.  p.  434.  Thuan'us,  lib.lxxxviii. 
P-  9-  • 
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vernment  were  involved,  was  fooner  ready  than 
the  confederates  to  refume  the  -operations  of  the 
war. 

I 

Ostend  and  Sluys  were  the  only  towns  of  The  fiege 
importance  in  Flanders  which  had  not  fub-  ofS“'-'!* 
mitted  to  his  arms.  He  now  refolved  to  attack 
the  latter  of  thefe  places ;  and,  in  order  to 
conceal  his  defign,  he  fent  Hautepeine  and  the 
marquis  del  Guafto,  with  a  body  of  troops,  to¬ 
wards  the  Veluwe,  as  if  he  had  intended  to  make 
his  principal  attack  in  that  quarter.  This  ar¬ 
tifice  had  the  efFecl;  which  he  defired.  Prince 
Maurice  and  count  Hohenloe  were  imme^ 
ately  fent  to  the  Veluwe  with  the  army  of  the 
States ;  and  in  the  mean  time  the  duke  turned 
,  fuddenly  towards  Sluys.  This  place,  which  Beginning 
lies  at  a  little  diftance  from  the  coaff,  commu-  wJunc- 
nicates  with  the  fea  by  a  fpacious  canal,  capable 
of  receiving  the  largeft  fhips.  By  this  canal, 
which  feparates  Sluys  from  the  ifle  of  Cadfand, 
the. town  is  rendered  inacceffible  by  land  on  the 
weft  and  north  ;  and  all  the  ground  on  the  eaft 
is  fo  broken  and  interfered  by  an  infinite 
number  of  fmaller  canals  derived  from  the 
larger,  that  it  is  impradicable  to  approach  the 
place  except  by  a  neck  of  land  on  the  fouth, 
leading  towards  Damme  and  Bruges.  Sluys 
lies  at  the  diftance  of  nearly  five  miles  from 
Gftend  on  the  fouth,  and  from  Fluffing  on  the 
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°  K  north ;  from  the  former  of  which  it  might  re- 

_  ceive  afliilance  by  land,  and  from  the  latter  by 

1587-  fea.  It  was  therefore  the  duke  of  Parma’s  firft 
object  to  intercept  the  communication  of  the 
befieged  with  thefe  two  places,  ^and  for  this  pur- 
pofe  he  began  with  attacking  the  fort  of  Black- 
enberg,  w'hich  hands  half-way  between  Sluys 
and  Gftend,  As  the  garrifon  were  utterly  un¬ 
prepared  for  refinance  againft  fo  vigorous  an 
attack,  he  foon  compelled  them  to  furrender  ; 
immediately  after  which,  he  proceeded  with  a 
part  of  his  forces  to  the  ille  of  Cadfand.  At 
that  place,  after  erecting  a  fort  on  the  banks  of 
the  great  canal,  nearer  the  fea  than  Sluys,  he 
had  recourfe  to  the  fame  expedient  which  he 
had  employed  fo  fuccefsfully  at  Antwerp,  and 
blocked  up  the  canal  by  a  bridge  of  flips 
ftrongly  bound  together,  and  well  furnifhed  with 
troops  and  artillery. 

Having  thus  cut  off  the  only  channels  of 
communication  by  which  the  friends  of  the  be¬ 
fieged  could  relieve  them,  he  began  to  make 
his  approaches  to  the  place  itfelf  on  that  fide 
which  looks  towards  Bruges,  on  which  alone  it 
was  acceflible.  Even  there  the  ground  was  fo 
wet,  as  to  increafe  exceedingly  the  labour  of 
working  the  trenches ;  and  the  befieged  had,  in 
order  to  keep  the  enemy  at  a  diflance,  raifed 
a  ftrong  redoubt  beyond  the  ditch.  The  garri- 
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fon  confifted  of  about  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  mo  ok 
men,  partly  Engffifh  and  partly  Dutch,  com- 
manded  by  colonel  Groenvelt,  one  of  the  I5i'- 
braved  officers  in  the  fervice  of  the  States.  In 
the  beginning  of  the  fiege  they  made  feveral 
vigorous  fallies,  in  which  they  gave  the  molt 
fhining  proofs  of  intrepidity.  But  finding  that 
although  in  thefe  fallies  they  did  great  execu¬ 
tion  among  the  enemy,  their  own  numbers 
differed  confiderable  diminution,  Groenvelt  re- 
folved  to  reftrain  them  for  the  future  from  ad¬ 
vancing  beyond  the  redoubt.  This  redoubt  they 
defended  for  fome  time  with  great  bravery,  and 
frequently  repulfed  the  affailants  ;  but  they  were 
obliged  at  laft  to  yield  to  fuperior  numbers, 
and  to  retire  within  the  town. 

In  carrying  forward  the  trenches,  Farnefe 
encountered  difficulties  from  the  foftnefs  of  the 
ground,  and  the  inceffant  fire  of  the  befiteged, 
that  were  almoft  infurmountable.  Many  of  his 
troops  were  killed,  and  the  marquis  of  Renti, 

La  Motte,  and  feveral  others  of  his  principal 
officers  were  dangeroufiy  wounded. 

In  the  mean  time  prince  Maurice  and  count  Return  of 
Hohenloe  had  entered  Brabant,  and  after  de-  humEng- 
ffroying  a  great  number  of  little  towns  and  land> 
villages,  had  directed  their  march  towards 
Bois-le-Duc,  hoping  that,  in  order  to  fave  that 
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place,  the  duke  of  Parma  would  quit  the  fiege 
of  Sluys.  But  before  they  had  taken  the  fort 
of  Engelem,  which  lay  in  their  way  to  Bois-le- 
Due,  they  were  informed  that  the  earl  of  Lei- 
ceder,  who  had  long  been  impatiently  expe&ed, 
had  at  lad  arrived  at  Flufhing  with  a  reinforce¬ 
ment  of  troops.  Maurice  fet  out  indantly,  ' 
with  fome  cohorts,  to  meet  him,  leaving  Ho- 
henloe  with  the  red  of  the  forces  to  profecute 
the  enterprife  againd  Engelem  and  Bois-le- 
Duc.  When  Maurice  had  joined  Leiceder, 
the  confederate  army  was  nearly  equal  to  that 
of  the  befiegers.  Leiceder  fet  fail  from  Flulh- 
ing  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  June,  and  in  a  few 
hours  reached  the  canal  of  Sluys.  But  after 
examining  the  bridge,  redoubts,  and  forts, 
with  which  Farnefe  had  blocked  up  the  paf- 
fage,  he  judged  it  impracticable  in  that  way  to 
reach  the  town.  Between  the  defire  of  accom- 
pliihing  his  defign,  and  the  difficulty  which  he 
mud  encounter  in  carrying  it  into  execution, 
he  balanced  for  fome  days,  and  at  length  he 
deered  his  courfe  for  Odend,  with  the  refolu- 
tion  to  lead  his  troops  from  thence  by  land  to 
the  relief  of  the  befieged.  In  the  profecution 
of  this  latter  defign,  he  (hewed  no  greater 
fpirit  than  in  that  of  the  former.  To  open  his 
way  from  Odend  to  Sluys,  it  was  neceffary  he 
(hould  make  himfelf  mader  of  the  fort  of  Black- 
enberg.  Fie  accordingly  laid  fiege  to  that 
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fort,  and  had  begun  to  batter  it  with  his  can-  book 
non ;  but  he  was  no  fooner  informed  that  the 
duke  of  Parma  was  upon  his  march  to  give 
him  battle,  than  he  drew  off  his  troops  from 
Blackenberg,  retired  haftily  in  the  night  to 

Oftend,  and  foon  afterwards  returned  to  Zea¬ 
land. 


The  duke  of  Parma  refumed  with  frefh  ar¬ 
dour  the  operations  of  the  fiege,  and  having 
at  laft,  though  with  incredible  labour,  puihed 
his  trenches  near  enough  for  erecting  a  battery, 
he  foon  laid  a  great  part  of  the  wall  in  ruins. 
He  would  then  have  attempted  an  affault,  had 
he  not  perceived  that  the  befieged  had  raifed 
within  the  wall  a  half  moon,  which  they  had 
fortified  in  the  ftrongeft  manner.  Laying  afide 
therefore  all  thoughts  of  taking  the  town  by 
fiorm,  he  refolved  to  employ  the  flower  me¬ 
thod  of  filling  up  the  ditch,  and  working 
mines ;  and  in  thefe  operations^  againfl  which 
the  befieged  made  the  moft  vigorous  oppofi- 
tion,  near  three  weeks  were  fpent  after  the  wall 
had  been  demolifhed.  The  befieged  had  re¬ 
ceived  Certain  intelligence  that  Leicefler  had 
given  up  all  hopes  of  being  able  to  relieve 
them,  and  they  had  now  no  more  gunpowder 
left  than  was  fufficient  to  ferve  them  for  ten  or 
twelve  hours  longer.  Six  days  before  this  time 
Groenvelt,  and  the  other  furviving  officers, 
Vol.  Ill,  II  having 


Generous 
refolution  of 
the  befieged. 


93 


HISTORY  OF  THE  REIGN  OF 


book  having  affembled  together,  were  of  opinion, 
that  as  they  had  ho  profpeft  of  relief,  it  would 
*587.  not  be  difhoncurable  to  furrender  the  place 
upon  certain  conditions  ;  and  they  refolved  that, 
in  cafe  thefe  conditions  were  rejected,  they 
would  fet  fire  to^  the  town,  and  endeavour  to 
force  their  way  fword  in  hand  through  the  ene¬ 
my’s  intrenchments.  This  refolution,  with 
the  articles  of  the  furrender,  which  they  com¬ 
mitted  to  writing,  and  confirmed  with  an  oath, 
was  fent  to  the  earl  of  Leicefter,  to  ferve  for  a 
vindication  of  their  conduct.  But  their  mef- 
fenger  wras  difcoveyed  in  fwimming  acrofs  the 
canal,  and  the  paper  feized  and  carried  to  the 
duke  of  Parma,  whofe  prudence  and  refpect  for 
valour,  though  in  an  enemy  from  whom  he  had 
fuffered  greatly,  made  him  refolve  to  grant 
them  thole  terms  on  which  he  had  thus  acci¬ 
dentally  difcovered  they  were  fo  much  deter- 
They  capi-  mined  to  infill.  Accordingly,  when  their  gun- 
tulate'  powder  being  almolt  fpent,  they  offered  to  de¬ 
liver  the  town  upon  ^condition  that  they  fhould 
march  out  with  the  honours  of  war,  he  in- 
Auguft  4.  flantly  complied  with  their  requell.  Their 
number  had  been  reduced  from  fixteen  or  feven- 
teen  hundred,  to  feven  hundred  men.  The  lofs 
of  the  befiegers  was  likewife  very  great.  The 
cotemporary  hillorians  do  not  mention  the  par¬ 
ticular  number  of  the  killed  and  wounded ; 
but  they  concur  in  faying  that  Sluys  colt  the 
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duke  of  Parma  more  than  Nuys,  Grave,  and 
Venloe  together  m-. 

A 

It  afforded  him  great  fatisfa&ion  under  this 
calamity,  that  during  the  fiege  of  Sluys,  he  had, 
without  any  bloodfhed,  acquired  the  town  of 
Guelders*  which  was  betrayed  to  him  by  a  Scots 
colonel  of  the  name  of  Paton.  To  this  man, 
Leicefler  had  committed  the  government  of 
Gu  elders  ;  but  having  taken  offence  at  fome 
part  of  his  conduft,  he  had  openly  threatened 
to  put  another,  of  the  name  of  Stuart,  in  his 
room.  In  order  to  avoid  this  affront,  Paton 
entered  into  a  correfpondence  with  Hautpeine, 
whofe  troops  were  at  that  time  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Guelders,  and  with  his  affiflance 
he  foon  afterwards  executed  his  perfidious  de- 
fign. 
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To  compenfate  to  the  States  for  fo  many 
important  places,  as  they  had  loft  fmce  their 
alliance  with  England,  their  forces  had  gained 
no  advantage  but  the  redu&ion  of  Axel,  which 
prince  Maurice  took  by  a  flratagem  ;  and  the 
fort  of  Engelem,  which  was  compelled  to  fur- 
render  by  count  Hohenloe  ;  who  at  the  fame 

m  Strada  mentions  the  numbers  killed  on  both  fides  ;  but 
his  whole  relation  of  this  fiege  is  fo  exceedingly  romantic 
that  no  credit  can  be  given  to  it. 

Meteren,  lib.  xiv.  p.  439.  Bentivoglio,  part  ii.  lib.  iv. 
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time  beat  the  Spanilh  troops  under  Hautpeine* 
in  a  rencounter,  in  which  the  latter  loft  his 
life. 

After  Leicefter’s  unfuccefsful  attempt  to 
raife  the  fiege  of  Sluys,  he  tranfported  his  troops 
to  Brabant,  and  made  another  equally  inglorious 
attempt  to  reduce  the  town  and  diftrifl  of 
Hobgftraten.  This  was  the  laft  military  enter- 
prife  which  he  undertook  in  the  Netherlands, 
immediately  after  which  he  fet  out  for  Dort, 
whither  the  States  had  fent  fome  of  their  number 
to  wait  his  arrival. 

This  affembly  was  now  more  difgufted  than 
ever  with  his  conduct.  They  long  had  reafon 
to  fufpedt,  and  they  had  lately  received  certain 
intelligence,  that  he  had  formed  a  defign  to 
deprive  them  of  their  authority.  A  letter  of 
his.  Writ  from  England  to  one  of  his  fecretaries, 
had  been  intercepted,  in  which,  after  men¬ 
tioning  his  intended  return  to  the  Low-Coun¬ 
tries,  he  exprefled,  in  ftrong  terms,  his  difcon- 
tent  with  the  limited  power  which  he  had  hi¬ 
therto  enjoyed  as  governor ;  fent  inftru&ions 
to  be  communicated  to  thofe  who  were  privy 
to  his  defign: ;  and  infinuated,  that  if  he  could 
not  obtain  a  more  extenfive  authority,  it  was 
the  Queen’s  refolution,  and  his  own,  to  aban¬ 
don 
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don  the  provinces  altogether,  and  to  leave  them 
to  their  fate. 

The  States,  alarmed  with  this  intelligence, 
refolved  to  hand  upon  their  guard  againft 
his  machinations.  Being  ftill  however  unwil¬ 
ling,  from  their  dread  of  Elizabeth’s  difplea- 
fure,  to  come  to  an  open  rupture  with  him, 
they  took  no  notice  of  this  letter,  but  exhorted 
him  to  rejedt  fuch  malignant  counfels  as  might 
be  offered  by  ill-defigning  men,  who,  in  or¬ 
der  to  promote  their  own  felfilh  views,  wifhed 
to  fow  the  feeds  of  animofity  and  dilfenfion. 
From  this  exhortation,  Leicefter  eafily  per¬ 
ceived  that  the  States  had  come  to  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  his  defigns.  With  great  difingenuity 
he  accufed  them  of  having  violated  their  faith, 
by  abridging  that  authority  which  they  had 
intreated  him  to  accept;  and  he  threw  the 
blame  of  all  the  misfortunes  which  had  be¬ 
fallen  the  confederacy,  partly  on  the  States, 
and  partly  on  prince  Maurice  and  count  Ho- 
henloe.  The  States,  he  faid,  had  neglected 
to  furnifh  him  with  the  neceffary  fupplies ; 
and  Maurice  and  Hohenloe  had,  on  different 
pretences,  refufed  to  co-operate  with  him  in 
his  military  enterprifes.  Of  a  writing  which 
contained  thefe  and  fome  other  groundlefs  ac- 
cufations,  copies  were  fent  by  his  partiians 
into  different  parts  of  the  provinces.  The  par- 
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book  ties  accufed  publilhed  a  vindication  of  their 
conduct  $  and  it  is  impoflible,  from  what  is  pre- 
?5§7.  ferved  of  this  altercation,  to  confider  what 
Leicefter  advanced,  in  any  other  light,  but  as 
the  mean  attempt  of  a  perfon,  equally  weak 
and  difingenuous,  to  blacken  the  characters  of 
others,  in  order  to  conceal  the  cowardice  and 
imprudence  of  which  he  himfelf  was  confcious, 
Such  was  the  judgment  formed  of  it  by  the 
impartial  world,  and  by  moll  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Netherlands.  But  there  was  hill  a  nm 
merous  party  who  efpoufed  Leicefter’s  defence, 
and  promoted  the  execution  of  his  defigns. 
The  clergy  were  hill  as  much  attached  to  him 
as  ever,  and  fpared  no  pains  to  bring  the  people 
to  a  compliance  with  his  will.  Having  with 
this  view  called  a  fynod  or  affembly,  they  ap¬ 
pointed  four  of  their  number  to  prefent  an 
addrefs  to  the  States,  in  which,  befides  ex¬ 
horting  them  to  attend  to  the  true  intereft 
of  the  country,  and  the  advancement  of  reli¬ 
gion,  they  advifed  them  to  maintain  concord 
with  the  queen  of  England,  and  the  earl  of 
Leicefter. 


The  offici- 
pufnefs  of 
£he  clergy. 


To  this  addrefs  the  States  made  fuch  a  re¬ 
ply,  as  the  officioufnefs  of  thofe  in  whofe  name 
it  was  prefented  feems  to  have  deferved. 
“  They  had  not  been  inattentive  (they  faid) 
tq  thofe  important  objeCls  which  the  fynod 

had 
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had  recommended  to  their  attention ;  and  they 
could  not  be  more  folicitous  than  they  had 
always  been,  to  preferve  inviolate  thofe  engage¬ 
ments  into  which  they  had  entered  with  the 
queen  of  England  and  the  earl  of  Leicefter ; 
but,  in  their  turn,  they  mull  exhort  the  mini- 
fters  to  be  on  their  guard  againfl  admitting 
I  among  them  perfons,  who,  under  the  cloak  of 
religion,  made  it  their  bufmefs  to  calumniate 
the  civil  magiftrates.  By  perfons  fuch  as  thefe, 
who  affected  great  zeal  for  religion,  the  church 
had  been  ruined  in  the  fouthern  provinces ;  and 
its  ruin  in  the  United  Provinces  would  foon  be 
accomplifhed,  if  an  end  were  not  fpeedily  put 
to  the  practices  of  fuch  .defigning  men.  They 
concluded  with  exhorting  the  minifters  to  take 
warning  from  the  fate  of  their  brethren  in  Bra¬ 
bant  and  Flanders  ;  and  to  remember,  that  the 
only  way  in  which  they  ought  to  interfere  in 
public  affairs,  was  to  favour  thofe  to  whom  the 
adminiftration  was  committed,  with  the  affiftance 
of  their  prayers.” 

Neither  this  wholefome  counfel,  nor  any 
other  meafure  which  the  States  employed  to 
enlighten  and  alarm  their  countrymen,  pro¬ 
duced  for  fome  time  the  defired  effect.  Lei¬ 
cefter  ftill  continued  to  carry  on  his  intrigues 
in  different  places,  and  went  from  towij  to 
town,  putting  in  practice  every  low  art  by 
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which  he  might  increafe  the  number  of  his 
partifans.  In  Fiiefland,  North  Holland,  and 
even  in  Dort  and  Leyden,  there  were  many 
who  efpoufed  his  caufe,  and  fhewed  themfelves 
delirous  to  invert  him  with  authority  to  con- 
troul  the  artembly  of  the  States,  notwithftand- 
Ing  the  many  ftriking  proofs  which  he  had 
given  both  of  tyranny  and  folly.  In  Leyden 
a  plot  was  laid  for  putting  him  in  poflertion 
of  that  important  city  ;  but  the  confpirators 
■were  detected,  condemned,  and  executed.  And 
by  the  vigilance  of  the  States,  feconded  by 
prince  Maurice  and  William  de  Naflau,  gover¬ 
nor  of  Friefland,  his  defigns  in  other  places  were 
rendered  equally  ineffectual.  Llaving  come  at 
lart  to  perceive  that  he  was  not  equal  to  the  at¬ 
tempt  upon  which  he  had  entered,  he  grew 
tired  of  his  fituation,  and  in  the  month  of  De¬ 
cember  parted  over  to  England,  where,  not 
long  after  his  arrival,  Elizabeth,  either  from  a 
conviction  of  his  incapacity,  or  from  the  defire 
of  keeping  him  for  the  future  near  her  perfon, 
required  him  to  refign  his  government  of  the 
provinces  ;  which  he  accordingly  did,  on  the 
27th  of  December,  one  thoufand  five  hundred 
and  eighty-feven  n. 

The  flame  which  he  had  kindled  was  not  fo 
foon  extinguifhed.  In  fome  towns,  the  garrL 
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ions,  mitigated  by  him  or  his  emiffaries,  openly  book 
defpifed  the  authority  of  the  States.  Againfl 
the  garrifon  of  Medemblinc,  they  were  obliged  X5S7- 
to  employ  force  ;  and  in  order  to  engage  other 
garrifons  to  yield  obedience  to  their  com¬ 
mands,  they  had  recourfe  to  the  interpofition 
pf  Elizabeth,  through  whofe  good  offices  internal 
tranquillity  was  at  length  reftored. 
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ELIZABETH  was  the  more  folicitous  to  book 
heal  the  divifions  in  the  United  Pro- 
vinces,  as  {he  apprehended  that  fhe  would  foon  Ts87- 
have  occafion  for  all  the  afliftance  which  her  diutesThe 
allies  could  afford  her.  All  Europe  had  re-  England,0* 
founded  for  fome  time  with  the  noife  of  the 
preparations  which  Philip  was  making,  with  a 
view  to  fome  important  enterprife.  He  had 
been  employed  for  feveral  months  in  building 
{hips  of  an  extraordinary  fize,  and  in  colledling 
{lores  for  their  equipment ;  while  the  duke 
of  Parma  had  made  fuch  numerous  levies  in  ' 
Germany,  Italy,  and  the  Netherlands,  as  {hewed 

that 
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that  he  intended  to  take  the  field  againft  the 
next  campaign,  with  a  much  more  powerful 
army  than  any  which  he  had  hitherto  corm- 
manded. 

Almost  ever  fince  the  beginning  of  Philip’s 
reign,  a  great  proportion  of  his  troops  had  been 
occupied,  either  in  war  with  the  Corfairs  and 
Turks,  in  the  reduction  of  the  Morefcoes,  or 
in  the  conquelt  of  Portugal.  Ide  had  never 
fully  exerted  his  ftrength  againft  his  revolted 
fubjeds  in  the  Netherlands.  Nor  had  he  found 
leifure  to  take  vengeance  upon  Elizabeth,  for 
the  fupport  which  fhe  had  given  them,  and  the 
infults  which  he  had  received  from  her  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  where  feveral  of  his  colonies  had  been 
plundered  by  her  fleet  \  To  thefe  objects  he 
now  thought  that  his  honour  as  well  as  his  in- 
terefl  required  that  he  fliould  apply  his  prin¬ 
cipal  attention.  As  he  did  not  doubt  that, 
with  a  much  fmaller  force  than  he  intended  to 
employ,  he  fliould  be  able  to  compel  the  people 
in  the  Netherlands  to  return  to  their  allegiance, 
he  had  begun  his  preparations  chiefly  with  an 
intention  to  invade  England,  and  he  afpired  to 
the  entire  fubjedion  of  that  kingdom.  But  he 
hefitated  for  fome  time  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  he  fhould  proceed  j  and  held  frequent 

a  By  Sir  Francis  Drake,  anno  1585. 
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meetings  of  his  council  to  aflift  him  in  decid¬ 
ing,  whether  it  was  moft  expedient  to  begin 
with  the  invafion  of  England,  or  with  the  con- 
quefl  of  the  United  Provinces.  Idiaquez,  one 
of  his  principal  officers  of  ftate,  advifed  him 
to  abandon  altogether  the  former  of  thefe  de- 
figns. 

“  The  fituation  of  England  (faid  that  pru-  speech  of 
dent  ftatefman),  which  is  furrounded  on  every  Id,aquez” 
fide  with  a  tempefluous  ocean,  and  has  few  har¬ 
bours  upon  its  coafts ;  the  numerous  forces 
which  defend  it ;  the  genius  of  the  people,  and 
the  nature  of  their  government,  concur  in  making 
me  believe  that  it  will  be  found  almoft  impoffible 
to  fucceed  in  an  attempt  to  conquer  it- 

<c  The  Engliffi  navy  is  alone  equal  to  that 
of  any  other  nation  ;  and  when  joined  with  the 
(hips  belonging  to  the  revolted  provinces,  muff 
prove  an  overmatch  for  any  fleet  that  can  be 
fent  from  Spain.  And  even  allowing  that  the 
King’s  forces  ffiould  effettuate  a  defcent,  yet 
what  ground  is  there  to  hope  that  they  will  be 
able  either  to  fubdue  fo  great  a  nation,  or  to 
maintain,  for  any  confiderable  time,  fuch  con- 
quefts  as  may  be  made  ?  In  order  to  accomplifh 
the  moft  ordinary  conquefts,  fome  favourable 
difpofition  in  the  people  towards  the  conquerors 
is  neceflary  ;  and  in  order  to  preferve  them, 

there 
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there  is  need  for  a  continual  fupply  of  troops^ 
From  no  part  of  the  Englilh  nation  has  the 
King  any  reafon  to  hope  for  affiftance  in  the 
intended  enterprife.  In  the  beginning  of  his 
reign,  he  had  experience  of  the  ftrong  abhor¬ 
rence  which  thefe  iflanders  entertain  of  a  fo¬ 
reign  yoke.  And  he  knows  how  difficult  it 
muff  be  to  keep  up  a  numerous  army  in  Eng¬ 
land,  befides  all  the  other  armies  which  are 
neceffary  for  the  defence  of  his  hereditary,  and 
his  lately  acquired  dominions.  If  England 
Ihould  prove  equally  pernicious  to  Spain,  as 
Flanders  has  done,  would  there  not  be  reafon 
to  dread  the  confequences  ?  Even  the  confe- 
quence  of  fuccefs  may  prove  fatal ;  how  much 
more  thofe  which  may  arife  from  a  difappoint- 
ment,  by  which  Elizabeth,  being  delivered 
from  her  apprehenfions  of  danger  at  home, 
would  be  at  greater  leifure  than  ever  to  fup- 
port  the  provinces  in  their  rebellion  ;  and  by 
joining  her  maritime  force  with  theirs,  do  in¬ 
finite  mifchief  to  the  Spanifh  dominions,  both 
in  Europe  and  America.  In  my  opinion,  there¬ 
fore,  it  will  be  better  to  fufpend  the  defign  of 
invading  England,  and  to  employ  both  the 
fleet  and  army  in  the  reduftion  of  the  Ne¬ 
therlands.  The  rebels  will  not  long  refill  fo 
great  a  force ;  and  when  they  are  fubdued, 
the  King,  having  fewer  enemies  to  contend 

with, 
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with,  will  be  much  more  able  than  at  prefent  to  book 
chaftife  the  queen  of  England.” 

X5S7. 

The  duke  of  Parma,  whom  Philip  confulted  Duke  of 

.  .  ~  r  i  r  •  •  Parma’s 

on  this  occalion,  was  or  the  lame  opimon  as  opinion. 
Idiaquez ;  and  added,  That  before  the  King 
could  enter  upon  the  Englilh  expedition  with  a 
probability  of  fuccefs,  it  was  neceffary  to  ac¬ 
quire  pofleffion  of  fome  of  the  moll  confiderable 
fea-ports  in  Zealand,  for  the  accommodation  of 
his  fleet. 


Philip  was  not  naturally  either  bold  or  rafh ;  Rejediedty 
yet  he  refufed  to  liften  to  thefe  prudent  coun-  Plnlip' 
fels.  Blinded  by  the  fplendid  fuccefs  of  his 
arms  in  the  conquefl  of  Portugal,  he  thought  it 
impofli'ole  that  Elizabeth  could  withfland  the 
powerful  armament  which  he  intended  to  em¬ 
ploy  againfl  her.  And  if  England  were  fub- 
dued,  the  reduction  of  his  revolted  fubje&s 
would  quickly  follow,  as  they  would  then  be 
deprived  of  the  only  foreign  aid  by  which  they 
had  been  hitherto  enabled  to  perfift  in  their  re¬ 
bellion.  Nor  would  the  conquefl  of  the  former, 
he  thought,  be  either  fo  tedious  or  fo  difficult 
as  that  of  the  latter ;  becaufe  England  was 
every  where  an  open  country,  and  the  Englifh, 
trufling  to  their  infular  fituation,  had  neglected 
to  provide  any  fortified  towns  to  retard  the 
progrefs  of  an  enemy.  A  Angle  battle  by  fea, 
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and  another  by  land,  would  decide  the  contefl:  \ 
and  as  the  fleet  which  he  was  preparing  was 
greatly  fuperior  to  any  which  Elizabeth  could 
equip,  fo  he  could  not  fuppofe  that  her  land- 
forces,  undifeiplined,  and  unaccuftomed  to  war* 
would  be  able  to  refill;  his  veteran  troops,  which 
had  been  long  enured  to  viftory,  and  were  com¬ 
manded  by  the  greatefl  general  and  the  braveft 
officers  in  the  world. 

He  was  not  ignorant  how  much  reafon  the 
other  European  powers  had  to  be  jealous  of  his 
deflgn  j  but  he  confidered  that  happily  they 
were  at  prefent  either  not  inclined,  or  not  in  a 
capacity,  to  prevent  him  from  carrying  it  into 
execution.  The  emperor  of  Germany  was  his 
friend  and  ally.  The  attention  of  the  northern, 
potentates  was  wholly  engrofled  with  the  inter* 
nal  adminiftration  of  their  dominions!.  And  the 
French  monarch,  who  was  more  deeply  inte- 
refted  than  any  other  in  oppoflng  him,  could 
with  difficulty  fupport  himfelf  upon  the  throne 
againff:  his  rebellious  fubje&s. 

But  there  was  nothing  which  contributed 
more  to  confirm  him  in  his  purpofe,  than  the 
approbation  which  it  received  from  the  Pope  b  ; 
who,  although  it  has  been  afierted  that  no 

fc  Sextus  V. 
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perfon  entertained  a  higher  admiration  of  the 
character  of  Elizabeth,  conftdered  her  as  the 
moft  formidable  enemy  that  the  church  had 
ever  feen  upon  a  throne.  She  had  not  indeed, 
on  any  occafion,  treated  her  Catholic  fubje&s 
with  that  inhuman  cruelty,  of  which  Philip 
had  fet  her  an  example  in  his  treatment  of  the 
Proteftants,  but  flie  had  {hewn  herfelf  intent  on 
extirpating  the  Catholic  religion  from  every 
country  in  Europe,  to  which  her  power  and 
influence  could  reach.  For  almoft  thirty  years 
fhe  had  been  the  chief  fupport  of  the  Proteftants 
in  Germany,  the  Netherlands,  and  France.  She 
had  entirely  abolifhed  the  Popifli  faith  in 
Scotland,  as  well  as  in  her  own  dominions ; 
and  not  fatisfied  of  depriving  the  unfortunate 
Mary  of  her  liberty,  fhe  had  lately,  after  the 
farce  of  a  folemn  trial,  ordered  that  princefs  to 
be  condemned  as  a  traitor,  and  to  fuffer  death. 
This  a&ion,  for  which  Elizabeth  was  feverely 
cenfured  by  Proteftants  as  well  as  Papifts,  ex¬ 
cited  in  the  violent  mind  of  the  Pontiff,  the 
higheft  degree  of  rage  and  indignation.  With 
thefe  paflions  his  intereft  concurred ;  and  the 
hope  of  feeing  England,  which  had  formerly 
been  the  moft  precious  jewel  of  the  triple 
crown,  brought  back  to  its  ancient  obedience 
to  the  Holy  See.  He  approved  highly  there¬ 
fore  of  Philip’s  intended  enterprife,  exhorting 
him  to  perfevere  in  his  defign,  and  gave  him 
Vol.  III.  I  aflurances 
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affurances  that  he  would  befriend  him  in  the 
execution  of  it  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power. 
Next  to  an  infatiable  third;  after  dominion,  it 
had  ever  been  Philip’s  principal  ambition  to 
be  confidered  as  the  guardian  of  the  church  ; 
and  his  vanity  was  not  a  little  flattered  at  this 
time  with  having  the  fovereign  Pontiff  for  his 
affociate  c. 


Artifice  of  He  proceeded  therefore  with  much  alacrity 

deceive  eh-  in  completing  his  preparations.  But  although 
he  refolved  to  fpare  no  expence  or  pains  to  fe- 
cure  fuccefs ;  yet,  that  he  might  find  Elizabeth 
unprepared,  he  concealed  with  care  the  purpofe 
for  which  his  armament  was  intended.  A  part 
of  his  fleet,  he  faid,  was  to  co-operate  with  his 
land-forces  in  the  reduction  of  Holland,  and 
the  reft  to  be  employed  in  the  defence  of  his 
dominions  in  America. 


Elizabeth  had  too  much  penetration  to  be 
fo  eafily  deceived  by  the  artifices  of  a  prince, 
with  whofe  duplicity  fhe  was  fo  thoroughly  ac¬ 
quainted  ;  and  in  the  fpring  of  the  year  one 
thoufand  five  hundred  and  eighty-feven,  fhe 
fent  fir  Francis  Drake  with  a  fleet  to  the  coaft 
of  Spain  to  interrupt  his  preparations.  By 

"  Bentivoglio,  part  ii.  lib.  iv.  See  a  very  different  account 
in  Gregorio  Leti’s  Life  of  Sixtus,  lib.  vii, 
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this  gallant  feaman,  the  Spanifh  {hips  of  war  book 

which  had  been  fent  to  oppofe  him  were  dif-  . _ _ x_ , _ , 

perfed,  and  near  a  hundred  veflfels  filled  with  *5S7. 
naval  {tores  and  provifions,  befides  two  large 
galleons,  were  deftroyed  in  the  harbour  of  Ca¬ 
diz.  Drake  then  fet  fail  for  the  Azores,  where 
he  took  a  rich  earrack  in  her  way  from  the 
Eafi:  Indies,  and  afterwards  returned  to  Eng¬ 
land  loaded  with  fpoils,  having  by  this  bold 
and  fortunate  adventure  rendered  it  impoffible 
for  Philip  to  execute  his  enterprife  againft  Eng¬ 
land  till  the  following  year. 

Notwithstanding  thefe  hoftilities,  Philip  Faultier*  ne. 
{till  affected  to  defire  that  all  the  grounds  of  s<’“ for 
difference  between  him  and  Elizabeth  might 
be  removed,  and  gave  orders  to  the  duke  of 
Parma  to  propofe  a  negotiation  for  peace.  It 
is  not  probable  that  the  Queen  was  deceived  by 
this,  any  more  than  by  his  former  artifice.  She 
refolved  however  to  appear  to  be  caught  in  the 
fnare :  {he  pretended  to  believe  his  declaration 
with  regard  to  the  deftination  of  his  fleet,  and 
to  liften  to  his  propofal  of  negotiating  an  agree¬ 
ment.  She  readily  accepted  of  the  mediation 
of  the  king  of  Denmark;  and  that  her  c<?n« 
duft  might  have  the  greater  appearance  of  fin- 
cerity,  {lie  urged  the  States  to  fend  ambafladors 
to  Bourbourg,  the  place  appointed  for  the 
conferences,  and  ordered  her  envoy  to  repre- 
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fent  to  them  the  expediency  of  putting  a  period 
to  the  war. 

The  States  were  much  alarmed  with  her  pro- 
pofal,  and  fufpe&ed  that,  in  order  to  avert  the 
ftorm  which  threatened  her,  fhe  had  refolvcd 
to  facrifice  the  confederacy,  and  to  deliver  up 
to  Philip  the  Dutch  towns  in  her  poffefTion. 
She  found  it  necefiary  to  remove  their  appre- 
henfions  on  this  head,  by  declaring,  that  as 
jhe  had  not  the  remoteft  thoughts  of  forfaldng 
them,  fo  flie  would  never  confent  to  any  terms 
of  peace  inconfiftent  with  their  fecurity. 

She  could  not  however  perfuade  them  to  fend 
ambaffadors  to  the  congrefs.  “  They  were 
deeply  fenfible,”  they  informed  her,  “  of  the 
weight  of  thofe  confiderations,  which  her  am- 
baffador  had  urged,  to  induce  them  to  think  of 
peace.  They  lamented  that  fpirit  .of  difcord 
which  had  feized  on  feme  towns  of  the  confe¬ 
deracy,  and  they  heard  with  great  anxiety, 
of  thofe  mighty  fleets  and  armies  which  the 
king  of  Spain  was  preparing  for  their  deftruc- 
tion.  But  their  fituation,  though  bad  in  fome 
refpedls,  was  far  from  being  defperate  ;  they 
were  flill  in  poffefiion  of  more  than  fixty  towns 
and  forts,  each  of  which  could  make  a  vigor¬ 
ous  refinance  againft  the  enemy.  In  the  two 
years  during  which  the  earl  of  Leicefter  had 
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governed  them,  eight  millions  of  guilders  had 
been  railed  for  the  public  fervice,  and  under  a 
prudent  adminiflration  they  would  be  able  not 
only  to  continue  to  afford  the  fame  expence, 
but  even  to  augment  it.  But  although  their 
fituation  were  in  reality  as  ill  as  fome  had  re- 
prefented,  it  could  not  ferve  any  good  purpofe 
to  treat  of  peace  with  the  king  of  Spain,  who 
was  unalterably  determined  never  to  grant 
them  peace  on  fuch  conditions  as  either  their 
interefl  or  their  confciences  would  permit  them 
to  accept.  And  from  pafl  experience  they  were 
perfuaded,  that  their  fending  ambaffadors  to  the 
congrefs  would  be  attended  with  the  moft  per¬ 
nicious  confequences.  It  would  create  in  many 
perfons  fuch  defpair  with  regard  to  the  liabi¬ 
lity  of  the  prefent  government,  as  would  de¬ 
termine  fome  to  change  their  religion,  and 
others  to  leave  the  Netherlands.  It  would  raife 
the  fpirits  of  the  Catholics,  and  induce  both 
them  and  the  Proteflants  to  with-hold  their 
fhare  of  the  public  expences ;  the  former,  from 
the  view  of  forwarding  the  peace,  and  the 
latter,  from  that  of  retiring  into  foreign  parts. 
Thus,  both  the  fleet  and  army,  being  ill  paid, 
would  become  refradtory,  the  commanders  of 
towns  and  fhips  would  provide  for  their  future 
fecurity,  by  entering  into  fecret  practices  with 
the  enemy  j  and  in  the  midfl  of  that  fedition, 
confufion,  and  treachery  that  would  enfue,  it 
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B  vv°rX  would  not  be  in  the  power  of  the  States,  or  of 
-  v-w  the  Queen,  to  prevent  the' people  from  accept- 
IjS/'  ing  whatever  terms  of  peace  the  king  of  Spain 
Ihould  think  fit  to  impofe.” 


In  thefe  reafons  Elizabeth  found  it  neceflary 
to  acquiefce  ;  but  Ihe  perfifted  in  the  refolution 
■which  {he-  had  formed  with  regard  to  her  own 
condudt,  and  ordered  her  ambafladors  to  re¬ 
pair  to  Bourbourg.  In  the  conferences  held 
there,  various  terms  of  accommodation  were 
propofed,  with  no  fincerity  on  the  part  of  Spain, 
and  with  little  hope  of  fuccefs  on  the  part  of 
England.  The  Spanifh  minifters  ftill  conti¬ 
nued  to  allure  thofe  of  England,  that  no  inva- 
fion  of  that  kingdom  was  intended ;  and,  con- 
fidering  how  long  this  congrefs  fubfifted  (for 
it  was  not  dilfolved  till  the  arrival  of  the  Spa- 
nilh  fleet  in  the  channel),  it  Ihould  feem  that 
their  afleverations  were  not  wholly  difregarded 
by  Elizabeth  d. 


Elizabeth's 

prepara¬ 

tion!. 


This  artifice,  however,  did  not  prevent  her 
from  putting  her  kingdom  into  a  pollure  of  de¬ 
fence.  i\n  army  was  raifed  amounting  to 
eighty  thoufand  men,  twenty  thoufand  of  whom 
were  ftationed  on  the  fouth  coalt  of  the  ifland, 
twen  y-two  thoufand  foot  and  a  thoufand  horfe 


Metcien,  lib.  xiv.  p.  459.  Rentivoglio,  part  11.  lib.  iv. 
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were  ported  at  Tilbury  in  Effex,  under  the 
earl  of  Leicefter,  and  the  remainder,  command¬ 
ed  by  lord  Hunfdown,  were  kept  near  the 
Queen’s  perfon,  in  readinefs  to  march  againft 
the  enemy  wherefoever  they  fhould  attempt  to 
land.  Elizabeth  did-  not  truft  implicitly  at 
this  juncture  either  to  her  own  judgment,  or 
that  of  her  counfellors  of  ftate  ;  lord  Gray  of 
Wilton,  fir  Francis  Knolles,  fir  John  Norris, 
fir  Richard  Bingham,  and  fir  Roger  Williams, 
officers  of  diftinguifhed  reputation,  were  ap¬ 
pointed  to  confider  of  the  meafures  proper  to 
be  purfued ;  and  by  their  advice,  all  the  fea- 
ports  which  lay  moft  conveniently  for  a  defcent 
were  fortified ;  the  militia  was  raifed,  their 
arms  and  manner  of  fighting  afcertained,  and 
a  refolution  formed,  that  if,  notwithftanding 
the  precautions  taken,  it  fhould  be  found  im- 
poffible  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  landing,  all 
the  country  round  fhould  be  laid  wafte,  and  a 
general  engagement  avoided  till  the  feveral  ar¬ 
mies  were  combined. 

While  thefe  prudent  meafures  were  purfued 
at  land,  Elizabeth  exerted  herfelf  ftrenuoufly 
in  the  equipment  of  her  fleet.  When  fhe  be¬ 
gan  her  preparations,  it  did  not  amount  to 
more  than  thirty  fhips,  and  none  of  thefe  were 
nearly  equal  in  fize  to  thofe  of  the  enemy.  But 
this  difadvantage  was  in  fome  meafure  com- 
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penfated  by  the  fkill  and  dexterity  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  failors  ;  and  the  number  of  her  fhips  was 
foon  augmented,  through  the  alacrity  and  zeal 
which  her  fubjedts  difplayed  in  her  defence. 
By  her  wife  adminiflration  fhe  had  acquired 
their  efleem  and  confidence.  The  animofity 
againft  her  perfon  and  government,  which  the 
differences  in  religion  had  excited  in  the  minds 
of  fome,  was  at  prefent  fwallowed  up  in  .that 
univerfal  abhorrence  which  the  Catholics  as  well 
as  the  Proteflants  entertained  of  the  tyranny  of 
Spain.  Great  pains  were  taken  to  keep  alive 
and  heighten  that  abhorrence.  Accounts  were 
fpread  of  the  horrid  barbarities  which  the  Spa* 
niards  had  perpetrated  in  the  Netherlands  and 
America :  defcriptions  were  drawn,  in  the 
blacked:  colours,  of  the  inhuman  cruelties  of 
the  inquifition,  and  pidlures  were  difperfed  of 
the  various  inffruments  of  torture  employed  by 
the  inquifitors,  of  which,  it  was  faid,  there  was 
abundant  flore  on  board  the  Spanifh  fleet, 
Thefe,  and  fuch  other  confiderations,  made  a 
ftrong  impreflion,  not  upon  Elizabeth’s  Pro* 
teflant  fubjedts  only,  but  likewife  upon  the  Ca¬ 
tholics  e ;  who,  although  the  Pope  had  pub- 
liflied  a  bull  of  excommunication  againfl  her, 
yet  refolved  not  to  yield  to  the  Proteflants 
either  in  loyalty  to  their  fovereign,  or  in  zeal 


*  Metercn,  lib.  xv. 
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for  the  independency  of  the  flate.  The  whole 
kingdom  was  of  one  mind  and  fpirit :  fome 
Catholics  entered  into  the  army  as  volunteers, 
and  others  joined  with  the  Proteflants  in  equip¬ 
ping  armed  veflels.  Every  maritime  town  fitted 
out  one  or  more.  The  citizens  of  London  fur- 
nifhed  thirty,  although  only  fifteen  were  required 
of  them ;  and  between  forty  and  fifty  were 
equipped  by  the  nobility  and  gentry  throughout 
the  kingdom.  But  all  thefe  fnips  were  of  fmall 
Tize,  in  comparifon  of  thofe  which  compofed  the 
Spanifh  fleet ;  and  there  wras  {fill  much  ground 
for  the  mod;  anxious  apprehenfions  with  regard 
to  the  final  iflfue  of  the  war. 

No  perfon  felt  greater  anxiety  on  this  occa- 
fion  than  Elizabeth ;  the  principal  objedt  of 
whofe  prudent  politics  for  thirty  years,  had  been 
to  avoid  the  critical  fituation  to  which  fhe  was 
now  reduced.  She  did  not,  however,  fuffer  any 
fymptoms  of  uneafmefs  to  appear,  but  wore  at 
all  times  a  placid  and  animated  countenance, 
and  in  her  whole  behaviour  difplayed  an  un¬ 
daunted  fpirit,  which  commanded  admiration 
and  applaufe. 

I 

The  States  of  Holland,  in  the  mean  time,  Prepay. 

•  •  ■,  tions  and 

were  not  inattentive  to  the  approaching  dan-  Conduft*f 
ger,  nor  did  they  think  themfelves  lefs  inte-  theDulcb* 
refled  to  provide  againfl  it,  than  if  Philip  had 
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book  intended  to  begin  his  operations  with  an  attack 
upon  the  Netherlands.  From  their  fears  of  an 
immediate  attack,  they  were  delivered  by  in¬ 
telligence  of  the  enormous  fize  of  the  Spanifh 
fhips,  to  which  the  coafls  of  Holland  and 
Zealand  were  inacceffible.  They  turned .  their 
principal  attention  therefore  to  the  affiftance 
of  their  ally  ;  and  kept  their  fleet,  confifling  of 
more  than  eighty  fhips,  prepared  for  adlion. 
At  Elizabeth’s  defire,  they  fent  thirty  of  that 
number  to  cruize  between  Calais  and  Dover ; 
and,  afterwards,  when  the  duke  of  Parma’s 
defign  of  tranfporting  his  army  to  England 
was  certainly  known,  they  ordered  Juflin  de 
Naffau,  admiral  of  Zealand,  to  join  lord  Sey¬ 
mour,  one  of  the.Englifh  admirals,  with  five 
and  thirty  fhips,  to  block  up  thofe  fea-ports 
in  Flanders  where  the  duke  intended  to  em¬ 
bark  f. 

The  principal  Englifh  fleet  was  flationed  at 
Plymouth,  and  the  chief  command  of  it  was 
given  to  Charles  lord  Howard  of  Effingham, 
who  had  under  him  as  vice-admirals,  fir  Francis 
Drake,  Hawkins,  and  Frobifher,  three  of  the 
molt  expert  and  bravefl  feamen  in  the  world. 


The  Spanifh 
Airnada. 


In  the  beginning  of  May  one  thoufand  five 
hundred  and  eighty-eight,  Philip’s  preparations. 
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which  had  fo  long  kept  all  Europe  in  amaze-  b  o  chk: 

ment  and  fufpence  were  brought  to  a  conclu-  , - 

lion.  That  Armada,  to  which  the  Spaniards,  js83‘ 
in  confidence  of  fuccefs,  gave  the  name  of  In¬ 
vincible,  confifted  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
{hips,  mo  ft  of  which  Were  greatly  fuperior  in 
strength  and  fize  to  any  that  had  been  feen  be¬ 
fore.  It  had  on  board  near  twenty  thoufand 
foldiers,  and  eight  thoufand  failors,  befides  two 
thoufand  volunteers  of  the  mod  diftinguifhed 
families  in  Spain.  It  carried  two  thoufand  fix 
hundred  , and  fifty  great  guns,  was  .victualled  for 
half  a  year,  and  contained  fuch  a  quantity  of 
military  ftores,  as  only  the  Spanifh  monarch, 
enriched  by  the  treafures  of  the  Indies  and  Ame¬ 
rica,  could  fupply. 

Philip’s  preparations  in  tke  Netherlands  £uke?f 
were  not  lefs  advanced  than  thofe  in  Spain.  p  re  para- 
Befides  a  flourifhing  army  of  thirty  thoufand  noni” 
foot  and  four  thoufand  horfe,  which  the  duke 
of  Parma  had  aflembled  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Nieuport  and  Dunkirk ;  that  aCtive  general 
had,  with  incredible  labour,  provided  a  great 
number  of  flat-bottomed  veflels,  fit  for  tranf- 
porting  both  horfe  and  foot,  and  had  brought 
failors  to  navigate  them  from  the  towns  in  the 
Baltic.  Moft  of  thefe  veflels  had  been  built  at 
Antwerp,  and  as  he  durft  not  venture  to 
bring  them  from  thence  by  fea  to  Nieuport, 
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left  they  fhould  have  been  intercepted  by  the 
Batch,  he  was  obliged  to  fend  them  along  the 

1588. 

Scheld  to  Ghent,  from  Ghent  to  Bruges,  by 
the  canal  which  joins  thefe  towns,  and  from 
Bruges  to  Nieuport,  by  a  new  canal  which  he 
dug  on  the  prefent  occafion.  This  laborious 
undertaking,  in  which  feveral  thoufand  Work¬ 
men  had  been  employed,  was  already  finifhed, 
and  the  duke  now  waited  for  the  arrival  of  the 
Spanifh  fleet ;  hoping,  that  as  foon  as  it  fhould 
approach,  the  Dutch  and  Englifh  fhips  that 
cruifed  upon  the  coafl  would  retire  into  their 
harbours. 

Death  of 
the  Spanifh 
admiral. 

The  Armada  would  have  left  Lifbon  in  the 
beginning  of  May,  but  the  marquis  de  Santa 
Croce,  who  had  been  appointed  admiral,  was, 
at  the  very  time  fixed  for  its  departure,  feized 
with  a  violent  fever,  of  which  he  died  in  a  few 
davs ;  and,  by  a  fingular  fatality,  the  duke  de 
Paliano,  the  vice-admiral,  died  likewife  at  the 
fame  time.  Santa  Croce  being  reckoned  the 
firft  naval  officer  in  Spain,  Philip  had  much 
reafon  to  lament  his  death,  and  it  fhould  feem 
that  he  found  it  extremely  difficult  to  fill  his 
place,  fince  he  named  for  his  fucceffor  the 
duke  de  Medina  Sidonia,  a  nobleman  of  con- 
fiderable  reputation,  but  entirely  unacquainted 
with  maritime  affairs.  This  defect  in  the 

\ 

commander  in.  chief, '  Philip  fupplied  in  fomo 

meafure. 
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meafure,  by  giving  him  Martinez  de  Recaldo,  book 
a  feaman  of  great  experience,  for  his  vice- 
admiral.  I588- 

In  thefe  arrangements  fo  much  time  was  The  Arma- 
loft,  that  the  fleet  could  not  leave  Lifbon  till  fium  Lilbou. 
the  twenty-ninth  of  May.  It  had  not  advanced 
far  in  its  voyage  to  Corunna,  at  which  place  it 
was  to  receive  fome  troops  and  (lores,  when  it 
was  overtaken  by  a  violent  dorm  and  difperfed. 

All  the  (hips  however  reached  Corunna,  though 
confiderably  damaged,  except  fourg.  They 
were  repaired  with  the  utmofl  diligence,  the 
king  fending  meflengers  every  day  to  haften 
their  departure,  yet  feveral  weeks  palled  before 
they  could  be  put  in  a  condition  to  refume  the 
voyage. 

In  the  mean  time  a  report  was  brought  to 
England,  that  the  Armada  had  fuffered  fo 
much  by  the  (form,  as  to  be  unfit  for  proceed¬ 
ing  in  the  intended  epterprife ;  and  fo  well  at- 
tefted  did  this  intelligence  appear  to  queen 
Elizabeth,  that,  at  her  defire,  fecretary  Wal- 
fingham  wrote  to  the  Englifh  admiral,  requiring 

1  In  three  of  thefe,  the  galley- flaves,  confiding  of  Eng. 
lith,  French,  and  Turks,  taking  advantage  of  the  confufion 
occafioned  by  the  ftorm,  overpowered  the  Spaniards,  and 
carried  the  fhips  into  a  harbour  on  the  coaft  of  Bayonne. 

Meteren,  p.  476. 
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him  to  lay  up  four  of  his  largefl  fhips,  and  to 
difcharge  the  feamen.  Lord  Howard  was  hap¬ 

158S. 

pily  lefs  credulous  on  this  occafion  than  either 
Elizabeth  or  Walfingham,  and  defired  that  he 
might  be  allowed  to  retain  thefe  fhips  in  the 
fervice,  even  though  it  fhould  be  at  his  own 
expence,  till  more  certain  information  were  re¬ 
ceived.  In  order  to  procure  it,  he  fet  fail  with 
a  brifk  north  wind  for  Corunna,  intending, 
in  cafe  he  fhould  find  the  Armada  fo  much 
difabled  as  had  been  reported,  to  attempt  to 
complete  its  deflruction.  On  the  coafl  of  Spain 
he  received  intelligence  of  the  truth  :  at  the 
fame  time  the  wind  having  changed  from  north 
to  fouth,  he  began  to  dread  that  the  Spaniards 
might  have  failed  for  England,  and  therefore  he 
returned  without  delay  to  his  former  flation  at 
Plymouth. 

Ar.  iv.il  of 
{lie  Armada 
in  the  chan¬ 
cel. 

Soon  after  his  arrival,  he  was  informed  that 
the  Armada  was  in  fight.  He  immediately 
weighed  anchor,  and  failed  out  of  the  harbour, 
flill  uncertain  of  the  courfe  which  the  enemy 

July  30th. 

► 

intended  to  purfue.  On  the  next  day  he  per¬ 
ceived  them  fleering  diredlly  towards  him, 
drawn  up  in  the  form  of  a  crefcent,  which  ex¬ 
tended  feven  miles  from  one  extremity  to  an¬ 
other.  It  was  for  feme  time  believed  that  Ply¬ 
mouth  was  the  place  of  their  deflination ;  and 
it  was  the  opinion  of  many  perfons  in  that  age, 

that 
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that  their  enterprize  would  have  been  more 
fuccefsful  than  it  proved,  had  they  landed  — — j 
there,  and  not  proceeded  up  the  channel.  By  ^ss' 
doing  this,  it  was  fuppofed,  they  would  have 
drawn  Elizabeth’s  whole  force  to  the  fouth- 
well  coaft  of  the  ifland,  and  have  rendered  it 
eafier  for  the  duke  of  Parma  to  tranfport  his 
troops.  But  in  this  expectation  it  is  probable 
they  would  have  been  extremely  difappointed, 
as  the  Dutch  fleet  alone  would  have  been  able 
to  block  up  the  fea-ports  in  Flanders ;  the 
Engliflt  fleet  might  have  deftroyed  the  Armada 
had  it  once  entered  Plymouth  harbour,  and 
Elizabeth’s  land-forces  would  have  been  an 
over-match  for  all  the  Spanifh  troops  which 
the  Armada  had  on  board.  But  if  the  duke  Plan  of  op®. 

lations  pie- 

de  Medina  ever  intended  to  make  a  defcent  at  fenced 
Plymouth,  he  foon  changed  his  deflgn,  and  ad-  1  hlhp* 
hered  clofely  afterwards  to  the  execution  of  the 
plan  prefcribed  to  him  by  the  court  of  Spain. 

This  was  to  (leer  quite  through  the  channel  till 
he  fliould  reach  the  coaft  of  Flanders,  and  after 
driving  away  the  Dutch  and  Englifli  (hips,  by 
which  the  harbours  of  Nieuport  and  Dunkirk 
were  befieged,  to  efcort  the  duke  of  Parma’s 
army  to  England,  and  to  land  there  the  forces 
that  were  on  board  the  fleet.  In  compliance 
with  thefe  inftru&ions,  he  proceeded  in  his 
courfe,  without  turning  afide  to  the  Englifh, 

who 
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book  who  were  drawn  up  along  the  coaft,  and  ready 
_ _ to  receive  him. 

1588. 

Prudentand  Lord  Howard,  confidering  that  the  Spaniards 
duftoHurd  would  probably  be  much  fuperior  to  him  in 
Howard.  c]0fe  fight,  by  reafon  of  the  fize  of  their  fhips, 
and  the  number  of  their  troops,  wifely  refolved 
to  content  himfelf  with  haraffing  them  in  their 
voyage,  and  with  watching  attentively  all  the  ad¬ 
vantages  which  might  be  derived  from  ftorms, 
crofs  winds,  and  fuch  like  fortuitous  accidents. 
It  was  not  long  before  he  difcerned  a  favourable 
opportunity  of  attacking  the  vice-admiral  Re- 
caldo.  This  he  did  in  perfon,  and  on  that  oc- 
cafion  difplayed  fo  much  dexterity  in  working 
his  {hip,  and  in  loading  and  firing  his  guns,  as 
greatly  alarmed  the  Spaniards  for  the  fate  of  the 
vice-admiral.  From  that  time  they  kept  much 
clofer  to  one  another ;  notwithftanding  which, 
the  Englifh  on  the  fame  day  attacked  one  of  the 
largeft  galeaffes.  Other  Spanifh  fhips  came  up 
in  time  to  her  relief,  but  in  their  hurry,  one  of 
the  principal  galleons,  which  had  a  great  part  of 
the  treafure  on  board,  ran  foul  of  another  fhip, 
and  had  one  of  her  mails  broken.  In  confe- 
quence  of  this  misfortune  fhe  fell  behind,  and 
was  taken  by  fir  Francis  Drake  j  who,  on  the 
fame  day,  took  another  capital  fhip  which  had 
been  accidentally  fet  on.  fire. 


Several 
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Several  other  rencounters  happened,  and  book 
in  all  of  them  the  Englifh  proved  vi&orious, 
through  the  great  advantage  which  they  de-  ,s8S; 
rived  from  the  lightnefs  of  their  fhips,  and  the  o^fheEng- 
dexterity  of  the  failors.  The  Spaniards  in  that  llfll  falloi:i* 
age  did  not  fufficiently  underftand  nautical  me¬ 
chanics,  to  be  able  to  avail  themfelves  of  the 
unufual  magnitude  of  their  fhips.  The  Eng¬ 
lifh  failed  round  them,  approached  or  retired 
with  a  velocity  tfiat  filled  them  with  amaze¬ 
ment,  and  did  infinitely  greater  execution  with 
their  cannon,  for  while  every  fhot  of  theirs 
proved  effectual,  their  fhips  fuffered  very  little 
damage  from  the  enemy,  whofe  guns  were 
planted  too  high,  and  generally  fpent  their  force 
in  air. 

The  Spaniards  however  ftill  continued  to  The  Arm-., 
advance  till  they  came  ©ppofite  to  Calais  t  to  Calais, 
there  the  duke  de  Medina  having  ordered  them 
to  caff  anchor,  he  fent  information  to  the  duke 
of  Parma  of  his  arrival,  and  intreated  him  to 
haften  the  embarkation  of  his  forces.  Farnefe 
fet  out  immediately  from  Bruges,  where  the 
meffenger  found  him,  for  Nieuport,  and  he  be¬ 
gan  to  put  his  troops  on  board.  But  at  the 
fame  time  he  informed  Medina,  that,  agreeably 
to  the  King’s  inftru&ions,  the  veffels  which  he 
had  prepared,  were  proper  only  for  tranfport- 
ing  the  troops,  but  were  utterly  unfit  for  fight- 
Vol.  III.  K  ing; 


HISTORY  OF  THE  REIGN  OF 


ing  ;  and  for  this  reafon,  till  the  Armada  were 
brought  dill  nearer,  and  the  coad  cleared  of 
the  Dutch  fhips  which  had  blocked  up  the  har¬ 
bours  of  Nieuport  and  Dunkirk,  he  could  not 
dir  from  his  prefent  dation,  without  expodng 
his  army  to  certain  ruin,  the  confequence  of 
which  would  probably  be  the  entire  lofs  of  the 
Netherlands. 

In  compliance  with  this  requed,  the  Armada 
was  ordered  to  advance,  and  it  had  arrived 
within  fight  of  Dunkirk,  between  the  Englifh 
fleet  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  Dutch  on  the 
other,  when  a  fudden  calm  put  a  dop  to  all  its 
motions.  In  this  dtuation  the  three  fleets  re- 
Auguft  7th.  mained.  for  one  whole  day.  About  the  middle 
of  the  night  a  breeze  fprung  up,  and  lord  How¬ 
ard  had  recourfe  to  an  expedient  which  had  been 
happily  devifed  on  the  day  before.  Having 
filled  eight  flfips  with  pitch,  fulph.ur,  and  other 
combudible  materials,  he  fet  fire  to  them,  and 
fent  them  before  the  wind  againd  the  different 
divifions  of  the  Spanifli  fleet. 

When  the  Spaniards  beheld  thefe  fhips  in 
flames  approaching  towards  them,  it  brought  to 
their  remembrance  the  havoc  which  had  been 
made  by  the  firefhips  employed  againd  the 
duke  of  Parma’s  bridge  at  the  fiege  of  Antwerp. 
The  darknefs  of  the  night  increafed  the  terror 

with 
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with  which  their  imaginations  where  overwhelm¬ 
ed,  and  the  panic  flew  from  one  end  of  the  fleet 
to  the  other.  Each  crew,  anxious  only  for 
their  own  prefervation,  thought  of  nothing  but 
how  to  efcape  from  the  prefent  danger.  Some 
of  them  took  time  to  weigh  their  anchors,  but 
others  cut  their  cables,  and  fuffered  their  fhips 
to  drive  with  blind  precipitation,  without  con- 
fidering  whether  they  did  not  thereby  expofe 
themfelves  to  a  greater  danger  than  that  which- 
..they  were  fo  felicitous  to  avoid.  In  this  con- 
fuflon  the  fhips  ran  foul  of  one  another :  the 
fhock  was  dreadful,  and  feveral  of  them  re¬ 
ceived  fo  much  damage  as  to  be  rendered  unfit 
for  future  ufe. 
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When  day-light  returned,  lord  Howard  had 
the  fatisfaftion  to  perceive  that  his  ftratagem  two  fleets- 
had  fully  produced  the  defired  effect.  The 
enemy  were  ftill  in  extreme  diforder,  and  their 
fhips  widely  feparated  and  difperfed*  His  fleet 
had  lately  received  a  great  augmentation  by 
the  fhips  fitted  out  by  the  nobility  and  gentry, 
and  by  thofe  under  lord  Seymour,  who  had 
left  Juftin  de  Naflau  as  alone  fufHcient  to  guard 
the  coafl  of  Flanders.  Being  bravely  feconded 
by  Sir  Francis  Drake,  and  all  the  other  officers, 
he  made  hafle  to  improve  the  advantage  which 
was  now  prefented  to  him,  and  attacked  the 
enemy  in  different  quarters  at  the  fame  time 
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with  the  utmoft  impetuofitv  and  ardour.  The 
engagement  began  at  four  in  the  morning,  and 
lafted  till  fix  at  night.  The  Spaniards  difplayed 
in  every  rencounter  the  moil  intrepid  bravery  ; 
but,  from  the  caufes  already  mentioned,  they 
did  very  little  execution  againfl  the  Englifh, 
while  many  of  their  own  fhips  were  greatly 
damaged,  and  ten  of  the  largell  were  either 
run  aground,  or  funk,  or  compelled  to  fur- 
render. 


Lr(Tcs{,{.  The  principal  galeafs,  commanded  by  Mon- 
s'aabudj1^*  cac^a>  having  Mauriquez,  the  infpe&or-general, 
on  board,  with  three  hundred  galley-flaves  and 
four  hundred  foldiers,  was  driven  afhore  near 
Calais.  She  was  quickly  followed  by  fome 
Englifh  pinnaces,  and  thefe  were  fupported  by 
the  admiral’s  long-boat,  in  which  he  had  fent 
a  body  of  felect  foldiers  to  their  afliftance.  Mon- 
cada  himfelf,  and  almofl  all  the  Spaniards, 
were  either  killed,  or  drowned  in  attempting  to 
reach  the  fhore.  The  rowers  were  fet  at  liberty. 
About  fifty  thoufand  ducats  were  found  on 
board.  Mauriquez  efcaped,  and  was  the  firfl 
who  carried  the  news  of  the  difafler  of  the  fleet 
to  Spain. 

One  of  the  capital  fhips  having  been  long 
battered  by  an  Englifh  captain  of  the  name 
of  Crofs,  was  funk  in  the  time  of  the  engage¬ 
ment. 
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ment.  A  few  only  of  the  crew  were  faved, 
who  related,  that  one  of  the  officers  on  board 
having  propofed  to  furrender,  he  was  killed  by 
another  who  was  enraged  at  his  propofal ;  that 
this  other  was  killed  by  the  brother  of  the  firft  ; 
and  that  it  was  in  the  midft  of  this  bloody 
fcene,  which  paints  the  ferocious  character  of 
the  Spaniards,  that  the  Ihip  had  gone  to  the 
bottom g. 

The  fate  of  two  other  of  the  Spaniffi  gal¬ 
leons  is  particularly  mentioned  by  the  cotem¬ 
porary  hiftorians.  One  of  them  was  called  the 
St.  Philip,  and  the  other  the  St.  Matthew,  which 
had  on  board,  befides  feveral  other  nobility, 
two  general  officers,  Don  Francis  Toledo,  of 
the  family  of  Orgas,  and  Don  Diego  Pimentel, 
brother  to  the  marquis  of  Tomnarez.  After 
an  obftinate  engagement,  in  which  the  admiral’s 
ffiip  fought  along  with  them,  they  were  obliged 
to  run  affiore  on  the  coaft  of  Flanders,  where 
they  were  taken  by  the  Dutch.  Toledo  was 
drowned,  and  Pimentel,  and  all  the  reft  who 
furvived,  were  made  prifoners. 

The  duke  de  Medina  was  much  deje&ed  at 
thefe  misfortunes,  and  ftill  more  when  he  re¬ 
flected  on  the  fuperior  {kill  of  the  enemy.  For 
it  is  well  attefted,  that  in  all  the  engagements 

‘  Meteren  and  Grotius. 
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book  which  had  palled  fince  the  firfl  appearance  of 
the  Armada  in  the  channel,  the  Englilh  had 
loft  only  one  fmall  fhip,  and  about  a  hundred 
men.  Animated  by  their  paft  fuccefs  with 
fanguine  hopes  of  final  vi&ory,  they  were  now 
more  formidable  than  ever.  Medina  dreaded, 
from  a  continuance  of  the  combat,  the  entire 
deftruftion  of  his  fleet.  He  could  not  without 
the  greateft  danger  remain  any  longer  in  his 
prefent  fituation,  and  much  lefs  could  he  ven¬ 
ture  to  approach  nearer  to  the  coaft  of  Flan¬ 
ders. 

c,  ufe  of  his  IT  now  appeared  how  great  an  error  Philip 

dcipair.  had  committed,  in  negle&ing  to  fecure  fome 
commodious  harbours  in  Zealand.  He  had 
from  the  firft  fuppofed  that  the  enemy’s  fliips 
would  fly  to  their  refpeftive  ports,  as  foon  as 
his  ftupendous  Armada  ftiould  appear.  But 
this  Armada  had  been  made  unfit  for  the  pur- 
pofe  for  which  it  was  defigned,  by  means,  of 
that  enormous  expence  which  he  bellowed  in 
order  to  render  it  invincible.  In  conftrutting 
it,  no  attention  had  been  given  to  the  nature  of 
thofe  narrow  feas  in  which  it  was  to  be  em¬ 
ployed  ;  and  the  confequence  of  this  important 
error  was,  that  even  if  the  Englifh  fleet  had 
been  unable  to  contend  with  the  Spaniards  in 
the  deeper  parts  of  the  channel,  yet  they  wo^ld 
have  prevented  them  from  landing :  and  the 

Dutch 


PHILIP  II.  KING  OF  SPAIN. 

Dutch  fleet  lying  in  {hallow  water,  to  which 
the  galleons  durfl:  not  approach,  would  (till  have 
kept  their  ftation,  and  have  rendered  it  im- 
poffible  for  the  Spanifh  fleet  and  army  to  ad 
in  concert. 

This  the  duke  de  Medina  at  length  per¬ 
ceived,  and  he  did  not  hefitate  in  refolving  to 
abandon  the  further  profecution  of  his  enter- 
prife.  The  only  fubjed  of  his  deliberation 
now  was,  how  he  might,  with  the  lead:  diffi¬ 
culty  and  danger,  get  back  to  Spain.  Had  he 
been  ever  fo  much  inclined  to  return  through 
the  channel,  in  which  he  mull  have  been  con¬ 
tinually  harafifed  by  the  enemy,  yet  the  wind, 
which  blew  ftrong  from  the  fouth,  would  have 
prevented  him.  He  therefore  refolved  to  fail 
northwards,  and  to  make  the  circuit  of  the 
Britifh  ifles. 

This  refolution  was  no  fooner  underflood  by 
the  Englifh  admiral,  than-  having  difpatched 
lord  Seymour  with  a  part  of  the  fleet,  to  join 
the  Dutch  in  watching  the  motions  of  the  duke 
of  Parma,  he  fet  fail  himfelf  with  the  greater 
part  of  it,  in  purfuit  of  the  Spaniards.  He 
followed  clofe  in  the  rear  for  three  days,  with¬ 
out  attacking  them.  This  he  declined,  from 
the  apprehenfion  of  his  not  having  a  fufficient 
quantity  of  gun-powder,  with  which  he  had 
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BOOK  been  ill  fupplied  by  the  public  offices.  Had  he 
— — j  not  been  deterred  from  renewing  his  attack  by 
*588-  this  provoking  circumftance,  he  might  have 
forced  the  Spaniards  to  an  engagement  off 
Flamborough-head ;  and  it  is  afferted  by  a  re- 
fpectable  cotemporary  hiftorian  h,  that  fo  great 
was  the  diftrefs  of  the  Spaniffi  fleet,  and  fuch  the 
admiral’s  dread  of  the  long  and  dangerous  voy¬ 
age  before  him,  that  he  would  have  furrendered 
without  refiftance,  in  cafe  he  had  been  attacked. 
But  he  was  faved  from  the  difgrace  in  which 
this  aCtion  would  have  involved  his  name, 
through  the  neceffity  under  which  the  Englifli 
admiral  found  himfelf  of  returning  to  England, 
to  fupply  the  deficiency  of  his  ftores. 


ifafters  Lord  Howard  had  reafon  to  be  incenfed 
the  Ar-efd  thofe,  by  whofe  negligence  he  was  thus 

mada.  difabled  from  completing  the  glory  which  his 
gallant  conduct  had  procured  him.  In  the 
iflue,  however,  it  would  have  been  unfortunate 
if  he  had  delayed  his  return.  The  two  fleets 
failed  in  oppofite  directions,  were  not  far  diftant 
from  each  other,  when  a  dreadful  ftorm  arofe. 
The  Englifli  reached  home,  though  not  with¬ 
out  difficulty,  yet  without  fuftaining  any  con- 
fiderable  lofs.  But  the  Spaniards  were  expofed 
to  the  fiorm  in  all  its  rage,  and  became  no  Iefs 

*  Grotius^ 
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objedls  of  pity  to  their  enemies,  than  they  had 
lately  been  of  dread  and  terror.  Having  hi¬ 
therto  kept  near  each  other,  left  the  Englifh 
fhould  have  renewed  the  attack,  this  circum- 
ftance  proved  the  firft  caufe  of  their  difafters. 
The  fhips  were  driven  violently  againft  each 
other,  and  thereby  many  of  them  were  ren¬ 
dered  an  eafy  prey  to  the  fury  of  the  waves. 
At  length  they  were  difperfed.  In  order  to 
enable  them  to  ride  out  the  ftorm,  the  horfes, 
mules,  and  baggage  were  thrown  over-board. 
This  precaution  was  of  advantage  only  to  fuch 
of  the  fhips  as  were  ftronger,  or  more  fortunate 
than  the  reft.  Some  of  them  were  dafhed  to 
pieces  on  the  rocks  of  Norway,  or  funk  in  the 
middle  of  the  ocean.  Others  were  thrown 
upon  the  coafls  of  Scotland,  and  the  Weftem 
Ifles.  And  more  than  thirty  were  driven  by 
another  ftorm,  which  overtook  them  from  the 
weft,  on  different  parts  of  the  coaft  of  Ireland. 
Of  thefe,  fome  afterwards  reached  home  in 
the  moft  fhattered  condition,  under  the  vice- 
admiral  Recaldo ;  others  were  fhipwrecked 
among  the  rocks  and  {hallows ;  and  of  thofe 
which  reached  the  fhore,  the  crews  ■were  barba- 
roufly  murdered ;  from  an  apprehenfion,  it 
was  pretended,  that,  in  a  country  where  there 
were  fo  many  difaffe&ed  Catholics,  it  would 
•have  been  dangerous  to  fhew  mercy  to  fo  great  a 
number  of  the  enemy,  The  duke  de  Medina 

having 


*37 

BOOK 

XXL 


HISTORY  OF  THE  REIGN  OF 


having  kept  out  in  the  open  feas,  efcaped  fhip- 
wreck,  and  arrived  at  Saint  Andero  in  Bifcay 
about  the  end  of  September. 

The  calamities  of  the  Spaniards  did -not  end 
with  their  arrival  in  Spain.  Two  of  the  gal¬ 
leons  which  had  withflood  the  ftorm,  were  ac¬ 
cidentally  fet  on  fire,  and  confumed  to  alhes  in 
the  harbour.  Great  numbers,  efpecially  of  the 
nobility  and  gentry,  accuftomed  to  a  life  of  eafe 
and  pleafure,  had  died  at  fea ;  and  many  more 
died  afterwards  of  difeafes  occafioned  by  the 
hardfhips  they  had  undergone. 

Very  different  accounts  are  given  by  different 
hiftorians,  of  the  total  lofs  fuftained.  Some  af- 
fert  that  it  amounted  to  thirty-two  fhips,  and  ten 
thoufand  men ;  but  others,  without  pretending 
to  afcertain  the  number  of  men,  which  could 
not,  they  fay,  be  lefs  than  fifteen  thoufand,  af¬ 
firm  that  more  than  eighty  fhips  were  taken, 
deftroyed,  or  loft  *.  This  dreadful  calamity  was 
fenfibly  felt  all  over  Spain,  and  there  was  fcarcely 
a  fmgle  family  of  rank  in  the  kingdom  that  did 
not  go  into  mourning  for  the  death  of  fome  near 
relation ;  infomuch  that  Philip,  dreading  the 

*  As  the  prefident  De  Thou,  who  lived  at  the  time  of 
thi*  memorable  event,  pretends  not  to  determine  to  which  of 
thefe  relations  the  greateft  regard  is  due,  it  would  be  in  vain 
at  this  time  to  attempt  to  decide  betwixt  them. 
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effe£t  which  this  univerfal  face  of  forrow  might  book 

°  XXI 

produce  upon  the  minds  of  the  people,  imitated  _ _ 

the  conduct  of  the  Roman  fenate,  after  the  battle  1  a®*- 

of  Cannae,  and  publilhed  an  edid  to  abridge  the 
time  of  public  mourning  k. 

1  4 

While  the  people  of  Spain  were  thus  over-  Rejoicing* 
whelmed  with  affli&ion,  there  was  nothing  to  andHei-d 
be  heard  in  England  and  the  United  Provinces  land* 
but  the  voice  of  feftivity  and  joy.  In  Holland 
medals  were  ftruck  in  commemoration  of  the 
happy  event;  and  in  both  countries,  days  of 
folemn  thankfgiving  to  Heaven  were  appointed 
for  their  deliverance.  Elizabeth  went  for  this 
purpofe  to  St.  Paul’s  cathedral,  feated  in  a  tri¬ 
umphal  chariot,  and  furrounded  with  her  mi- 
nifters  and  nobles,  amidft  a  great  number  of 
flags  and  ’colours  which  had  been  taken  from 
the  enemy ;  while  the  citizens  were  ranged  in 
arms  on  each  fide  of  the  ftreets  through  which 
fhe  pafled.  Nor  did  the  deftruflion  of  the  Ar¬ 
mada  give  joy  only  to  the  Englifh  and  Dutch. 

All  Europe  had  trembled  at  the  thoughts  of  its 
fuccefs.  For  althouglf  it  can  hardly  be  fuppofed 
that  Philip  was  fo  romantic  as  to  flatter  himfelf 
with  the  hopes  of  attaining  univerfal  monarchy, 
yet  it  is  not  to  be  imagined  that  he  afpired  only 

k  Meteren,  lib.  xiv.  Grotii  Hiftoria,  lib.  i.  Campana, 

Decad.  vii,  lib.  i.  Ferreras  and  Thuanus. 

at 
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at  the  conqueft  of  England  and  Holland.  He 
had  before  this  time  formed  the  plan,  which  he 
afterwards  purfued,  of  fubduing  France :  nor 
can  it  be  believed  that  any  thing  lefs  would  have 
fatisfied  his  ambition,  than  the  fubjedtion  of 
every  Proteftant  hate  in  Europe,  and  the  utter 
extirpation  of  the  reformed  religion. 

Philip’s  His  ambition  was,  on  this  occafion,  feverely 

mou's  be-  mortified.  But  as  he  poffefied  in  a  high  degree 

fcawur.  the  art  Qf  concealing  his  emotions,  he  received 
intelligence  of  the  difailer  that  had  befallen  him, 

(  with  an  appearance  of  magnanimity  and  refigna- 
tion  to  the  will  of  Heaven,  which,  if  it  was  not 
affedted,  deferved  the  higheft  praife.  He  re¬ 
turned  thanks  to  God,  that  the  calamity  was  not 
greater.  He  iffued  orders  to  have  the  utmoft 
care  taken  of  the  fick  and  wounded,  who  had 
furvived  the  general  cataflrophe.  And  inftead 
of  forbidding  the  duke  of  Medina  Sidonia  to 
come  to  court,  as  is  alleged  by  fome  hiflorians, 
he  wrote  to  him  in  the  moll  obliging  terms,  ex- 
preffing  his  gratitude  for  the  zeal  which  he  had 
difcovered  in  his  fervice  and  obferving,  that  no 
man  could  anfwer  for  the  fuccefs  of  an  enter- 
prife,  which,  like  that  wherein  the  duke  had 
been  engaged,  depended  on  the  winds  and 
waves 
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Philip’s  behaviour  towards  the  duke  of  book 
Parma  on  this  difficult  occafion,  contained  the 
fame  difplay  of  juftice  that  appeared  in  his  letter  ‘S88- 
to  Medina  Sidonia.  Notwithftanding  the  many 
proofs  which  Farnefe  had  exhibited  in  the  fight 
of  all  Europe,  of  indefatigable  vigour  and  acti¬ 
vity,  as  well  as  of  heroic  valour,  yet  the  failure 
of  the  expedition  againft  England  was  by  fome 
afcribed  to  his  negligence  in  making  the  necef- 
fary  preparations,  and  by  others  to,  his  exceffive 
caution  or  timidity.  But  Philip  refufed  to  liften 
to  thefe  groundlefs  calumnies.  He  ftill  continued 
to  repofe  in  the  duke  his  wonted  confidence ; 
and  teftified  towards  him  all  that  attachment  and 
efteem  which  his  conduct  in  the  Netherlands  had 
deferved.  The  truth  is,  that  as  the  principal 
error  in  conducing  the  expedition  had  been 
committed,  by  negleCting  the  duke  of  Parma’s 
advice,  fo  no  perfon  was  more  deeply  interefted 
in  its  fuccefs ;  fince,  if  the  Armada  had  opened 
a  paffage  for  his  troops,  the  whole  direction  of 
the  enterprife  would  have  belonged  to  him,  and 
the  nobleft  opportunity,  to  which  his  ambition 
could  afpire,  have  been  given,  of  exerting  thofe 
illuflrious  military  talents  which  have  acquired 
him  fuch  diftinguiffied  renown. 

The  duke  had  the  greater  reafon  to  entertain 
.the  hopes  of  vi&ory,  in  cafe  his  army  could  have 
been  tranfported  to  England,  as  Elizabeth  had, 

from 
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book  from  her  partiality  for  the  earl  of  Leicefter,  be- 
xxi  x  •  J 

_ flowed  the  chief  command  of  her  land-forces  on 

,-588*  that  nobleman,  who  was  fo  little  entitled,  either 
by  his  courage  or  his  abilities,  to  fo  great  a  trull. 
Her  good  fortune,  or  more  properly  the  kind 
providence  of  Heaven,  fo  confpicuoufly  exercifed 
in  her  behalf,  faved  her  from  the  confequences 
with  which  this  unjullifiable  flep  might  have  been 
attended.  It  was  perhaps  the  only  imprudent 
meafure  of  which,  at  this  difficult  crifis,  Ihe  can 
be  jullly  accufed  ;  and  (he  fully  atoned  for  it  by 
the  wifdom,  vigour,  and  fortitude  which  Ihe  dif- 
played  in  every  other  part  of  her  conduct. 

i  — 
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PART  II. 

TT'LlZABETH’s  fituarion  now  was  extremely 
^  different  from  what  it  had  ever  been  fince 
her  acceffion  to  the  throne.  Having  been  de¬ 
livered  fome  time  before  the  prefent  period  from 
the  queen  of  Scots,  who  had  long  been  a  prin¬ 
cipal  caufe  of  her  inquietude,  die  had  found  the 
art  of  appeafing  the  refentment,  and  even  of 
conciliating  the  favour,  of  the  fon  of  that  un¬ 
fortunate  princefs.  She  had  united  her  Catholic 
and  Proteftant  fubjeSs  in  hfer  defence,  and  had 
triumphed  over  her  implacable  enemy,  the  king 
of  Spain.  She  had  not  the  fame  reafon  as  for¬ 
merly  to  dread  the  power  of  that  monarch, 
which  he  had  exerted  in  vain  for  her  deftru&ion, 
and  die  had  very  little  reafon  to  apprehend  that 
he  would  foon  renew  his  attempt  to  invade  her 
dominions.  To  prevent  this,  by  furnifhing  him 
with  employment  elfewhere,  had  been  long  her 
principal  motive  for  taking  fuch  deep  concern  in 
the  affairs  of  the  Netherlands.  This  motive  did 
not  fubfift  in  the  fame  degree  of  force  as  for¬ 
merly,  yet  die  refolved  to  adhere  faithfully  to 
her  engagements  with  the  States,  and  flili  to 
affift  and  fupport  them.  After  Leiceder’s  re- 
1  dgnation. 
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Agnation,  fhe  had  conferred  the  command  of 
her  troops  in  the  Netherlands  upon  lord  Wil¬ 
loughby,  fubjedling  this  nobleman,  however,  to 
the  authority  of  the  States,  and  leaving  the  com¬ 
mand  in  chief  to  prince  Maurice,  to  whom  the 
States  themfelves  had  lately  committed  it. 

Princ<*  It  was  not  gratitude  alone,  or  a  refpeft  for 

the  memory  of  the  late  prince  of  Orange,  that 
determined  the  confederated  provinces  to  re- 
pofe  fo  great  a  truft  at  this  perilous  conjuncture 
in  his  fon,  who  was  at  this  time  only  in  the 
twenty-firfl:  year  of  his  age.  Maurice  had, 
from  his  earlieft  youth,  given  proof  of  fupe- 
rior  prudence  and  capacity  ;  and  his  conduCt 
afterwards  fulfilled  the  moll  fanguine  expecta¬ 
tions  of  his  countrymen.  With  much  lefs  mo¬ 
deration  and  felf-command,  and  lefs  too  of  the 
art  of  governing  the  minds  of  men,  which  Wil¬ 
liam  poffefled  in  fo  eminent  a  degree,  Maurice 
was  fuperior  to  his  father  in  military  accom¬ 
plishments,  and  of  thefe  the  confederacy  flood 
more  in  need  at  the  prefent  period,  than  of  poli¬ 
tical  abilities. 

Maurice  had  no  opportunity  of  exercifing 
his  talents  for  war,  from  the  time  of  Leicefter’s 
departure  till  the  fate  of  the  Spanifh  Armada 
,  was  decided.  A  great  number  of  his  bed 
troops  had  been  put  on  board  the  fleet  com¬ 
manded 
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manded  by  Juftin  de  Naffau ;  all  the  garrifons 
of  the  maritime  towns  had  been  augmented,  left 
the  Spaniards  Ihould  have  attempted  to  make  a 
defcent ;  and  there  was  no  body  of  forces  left, 
fufficient  to  enable  him  to  take  advantage  of  the 
duke  of  Parma’s  inactivity,  by  undertaking  any 
military  enterprize. 

The  firft  opportunity  of  a&iqn  was  afforded  The  duke  of 
him  by  a  refolution  which  the  Duke  formed,  as  ditates  the 
foon  as  he  perceived  there  was  no  longer  any  gen!o0pf.Bei“ 
profpeCt  of  invading  England,  to  befiege  the  Zoom- 
town  of  Bergen-op-Zoom.  This  town,  as  its 
name  imports,  is  fituated  on  the  river  Zoom,  at 
a  little  'diftance  from  the  place  where  that  river 
falls  into  the  Scheld ;  and  by  this  laft  river  the 
territory  of  Bergen  is  feparated  from  the  ifle  of 
Tolen.  Farnefe  thinking  it  neceffary  towards 
the  fuccefs  of  his  intended  enterprize,  to  be  maf- 
ter  of  this  ifland,  fent  count  Charles  of  Manfveldt 
with  a  body  of  eight  hundred  foot  to  take  pof- 
feffion  of  it ;  and  in  order  to  conceal  his  delign, 
he  ordered  them  to  make  a  feint  of  marching 
towards  Heufden.  This  artifice  however  had 
not  the  defined  fuccefs,  Maurice  had  taken  care 
to  have  both  Bergen  and  Tolen  properly  fur- 
lilhed  with  troops  for  their  defence. 

At  low  water  it  is  practicable  to  pafs  over 
:o  Tolen  upon  foot,  and  in  this  way  count 
Von.  III.  L  Manfveldt 

.1  '  . 
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ceived  hy 
two  Britiih 
foldieis. 


Manfveldt  endeavoured  to  approach  it.  But 
the  governor,  count  Solmes,  was  fo  well  pre¬ 
pared  to  receive  him,  that  Manfveldt  was 
foon  obliged  to  abandon  his  attempt,  and  in 
his  retreat  he  loft  about  four  hundred  men.  In 
the  mean  time  the  duke  of  Parma  had  advanced 
with  his  army,  and  invefted  the  town  on  the 
land  fide,  without  having  met  with  any  confi- 
derable  oppofition.  But  the  befieged  beheld 
his  operations  with  great  indifference ;  their 
communication  with  Holland  and  Zealand  was 
fall  as  free  and  open  as  before.  In  order  to  in¬ 
tercept  it,  they  knew  that  the  enemy  muft  firft 
reduce  two  ftrong  forts  which  ftood  between 
the  town  and  the  Scheld,  and  this  they  trufted 
could  not  be  accompliftted  before  the  approach 
cf  winter. 

The  Duke  immediately  began  his  opera¬ 
tions  with  an  attack  upon  one  of  thefe  forts ; 
but  before  he  had  made  any  confiderable  pro- 
grefs,  he  conceived  hopes  of  acquiring  poffef- 
fion  of  it  in  a  way  much  more  eafy  and  expedi¬ 
tious  than  by  open  force.  Two  foldiers  be¬ 
longing  to  the  garrifon,  whom  fome  hiftorians 
call  Scots,  and  others  Englifh,  having  gone 
over  to  Farnefe,  offered  to  deliver  the  fort  to 
him,  on  condition  of  his  granting  them  a  fuit- 
able  reward  for  fo  great  a  fervice.  Farnefe 
lent  a  willing  ear  to  their  propofal,  and  gave 
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them  the  moft  flattering  promifes ;  but  as  he  ftill 
fufpe&ed  them  of  infincerity,  he  made  them  con¬ 
firm  what  they  had  told  him  by  an  oath,  and  re¬ 
quired  that  they  fhould  be  carried  bound  in  the 
midfl  of  the  foldiers  whom  he  intended  to  em¬ 
ploy  in  executing  the  plan  which  they  had  fug- 
gefted.  To  this,  as  well  as  to  the  oath  required 
from  them,  they  readily  agreed.  The  Duke 
could  no  longer  remain  diftruftful,  and  ordered 
De  Levya,  one  of  his  braved  officers,  to  be 
ready  immediately  after  fun-fet,  with  three  thou- 
fand  infantry,  to  advance  towards  the  fort.  De 
Levya  fet  out  at  the  time  appointed,  and  arrived 
at  the  gate  when  it  was  beginning  to  grow  dark. 
Upon  a  fignal  given  by  the  two  Britifh  foldiers 
the  port  was  opened,  but  no  fooner  had  about 
fifty  Spaniards  entered,  than  the  portcullis  was 
let  down,  and  all  the  reft  excluded.  Thofe 
who  had  entered  perceived  the  treachery  of 
their  guides,  but  being  more  folicitous  to  fave 
their  own  lives  than  to  take  vengeance  on  the 
traitors,  they  fuffered  them  to  efcape,  and  the 
Spaniards  themfelves  were  inftantly  furrounded 
by  the  garrifon,  and  either  put  to  the  fword  or 
taken  prifoners. 

Of  thpfe  who  were  without,  only  fuch  as 
were  near  the  gate  were  acquainted  with  what 
had  happened,  while  the  reft  who  were  igno¬ 
rant  of  it  (till  preffing  forward,  made  it  impof- 

L  2  fible 
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fible  for  the  foremoft  to  retire.  Thefe  men, 
rendered  defperate  by  their  perilous  fituation, 
attempted  to  fcale  the  ramparts,  but  they  were 
foon  repulfed  by  the  garrifon,  who  were  every 
where  upon  their  guard.  The  guns  of  the  fort 
began  to  play  upon  them.  The  darknefs  of  the 
night  increafed  their  confufion,  and  they  fell  into 
an  ambufh  which  the  garrifon  had  prepared.  A 
great  number  was  killed,  and  many  were  fwal- 
lowed  up  in  the  mud  and  water  with  which  the 
fort  was  furrounded. 

After  this  misfortune  the  duke  of  Parma 
defpaired  of  fucceeding  in  his  enterprife.  Heavy 
rains  had  lately  fallen,  his  troops  began  to  grow 
fickly,  and  all  the  country  round,  which  was 
naturally  wet,  was  become  almoft  inacceffible  to 
his  convoys  of  provifions.  Determined  by  thefe 
confiderations,  he  raifed  the  fiege  before  the 
middle  of  November,  after  fortifying  fome  paffes 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  place,  to  reftrain 
the  excurfions  of  the  garrifon  35 . 

No  fooner  had  he  drawn  off  his  troops  from 
Bergen,  than,  having  put  the  Italians  and  Spa¬ 
niards  into  winter-quarters,  he  fent  the  Ger¬ 
mans  under  count  Peter  Ernefl:  de  Manfveldt 

m  Grotius  Hift.  lib.  i.  Bentivoglio,  and  Meteren,  anno 

ij88. 
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to  lay  fiege  to  Wachtendonck,  in  Upper  Guel-  book 
derland,  a  fmall  place,  but  ftrongly  fortified, 
and  fituated  in  the  midft  of  a  marffly  foil.  Far-  x588- 
nefe  was,  notwithftanding  thefe  circumftances, 
determined  to  employ  his  troops  in  reducing 
it,  by  loud  complaints  which  were  made  to  him 
of  the  continual  depredations  of  the  garrifon. 

This  garrifon  confided  of  troops  formed  by  the 

celebrated  Schenck,  whofe  bravery  would  have 

baffled  the  utmoft  efforts  of  count  Manfveldt, 

had  it  not  been  for  a  circumftance  which  intitles 

the  fiege  of  this  little  town  to  a  place  in  hif- 

tory.  It  was  in  this  fiege  that  bombs,  the  late  Tfie  inven- 

invention  of  an  inhabitant  in  Venlo,  were  firft  bombs. 

employed.  To  fave  the  town  from  deftrudtion, 

the  citizens  prevailed  on  the  garrifon  to  confent 

to  a  furrender,  but  not  till  they  had  fallied  out 

and  lulled  a  great  number  of  the  enemy  ;  many 

of  whom  likewife  periffled  by  the  inclemency 

of  the  feafon,  and  the  humidity  of  the  air  and 

foil. 

In  confequence  of  the  lofs  of  men  fullained  Anxiety  of 
at  this  fiege  and  that  of  Bergen,  the  duke  of  Pamu.6  Ui 
Parma  found  his  army  exceedingly  diminiffled. 

This  confideration  alone  muff  have  been  a  fen- 
fible  mortification  to  a  general  of  fo  great  ac¬ 
tivity  and  enterprize,  but  he  was  more  deeply 
mortified  at  the  difficulty  which  he  found  in 
fupporting  the  forces  that  {fill  remained  under 

L  3  his 
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book  his  command.  They  had  begun  to  murmur  on 

_ _ _  account  of  the  arrears  which  were  due  to  them, 

t-589-  and  he  dreaded  the  lofs  of  that  authority  over 
them  which  he  had  hitherto  maintained.  He 
had  earneftly  folicited  remittances  from  the  court 
of  Spain,  and  had  reprefented  the  fatal  confe- 
quences  which  mult  attend  the  irregular  pay¬ 
ment  'of  his  troops.  But  his  requefts  had  not 
for  fome  time  pail  been  liftened  to  as  formerly, 
and  fome  of  the  bills  which  he  drew  had  been 
returned  unpaid.  This  was  owing  partly  to  the 
low  ftate  of  Philip’s  finances,  which,  great  as 
his  refources  were,  had  been  overburdened  by 
the  en'ormous  expence  in  which  his  late  arma¬ 
ment  had  involved  him  ;  and  partly  to  the  ma¬ 
lignity  and  envy  of  the  Spanifh  minifters.  The 
Duke  could  not  conceal  his  chagrin,  which  was 
augmented  by  the  decline  of  his  health,  and  the 
fymptoms  of  a  dropfy,  which  fome  years  after¬ 
wards  put  a  period  to  his  life n. 

Gertinden-  In  this  fituation  he  received  great  fatisfac- 
cdrfobtheay"  ti°n  from  an  event,  which  was  one  of  the  con- 
Spaniards.  fequences  of  the  intrigues  of  the  earl  of  Lei- 
cefter.  The  garrifons  of  feveral  towns  had, 
through  the  influence  of  that  nobleman’s  parti- 
zans,  or  from  the  deficiencies  in  their  pay  oc- 
cafioned  by  his  mifcondutt,  fhewn  great  con- 
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tempt  for  the  authority  of  the  States  and  prince 
Maurice ;  but  they  had  all  been  brought  back 
to  their  duty,  except  the  garrifon  of  St.  Gertru- 
denberg,  which  confifted  of  one  thoufand  five 
hundred  foot  and  three  hundred  horfe,  partly 
Dutch  and  partly  Englilh.  This  garrifon  hav¬ 
ing  indulged  themfelves  in  greater  excelfes 
than  any  other,  were  confcious  of  fuch  a  degree 
of  guilt  as  they  thought  could  not  eafily  be 
forgiven :  they  were  therefore  Hill  as  refra&ory 
and  feditious  as  ever,  maintaining  openly,  rhat 
they  were  accountable  to  none  but  the  queen  of 
England ;  and  feizing  upon  {hips,  and  carry¬ 
ing  off  plunder  from  the  friends  as  well  as  the 
enemies  of  the  confederacy.  The  States,  ap- 
prehenfive  of  their  delivering  the  town  to  the 
enemy,  applied  every  foothing  expedient  to  pre¬ 
vent  therm  They  offered  them  a  full  pardon 
of  their  offences,  got  lord  Willoughby  to  in- 
terpofe  his  influence,  and  made  immediate  pay¬ 
ment  of  a  great  proportion  of  their  arrears ; 
but  all  endeavours  were  ineffe&ual.  In  the 
mean  time  Lanzavecchia,  the  governor  of 
Breda,  being  well  informed  of  their  temper 
and  difpofition,  employed  fecret  agents  to  con¬ 
firm  them  in  their  feditious  purpofes,  holding 
forth  to  them  the  rewards  which  they  might 
hope  for  from  the  duke  of  Parma,  while  there 
was  nothing  to  be  expe&ed  from  the  queen  of 
England  or  the  States,  but  either  an  ignomi- 
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nious  punifhment,  or  perpetual  diffidence  and 
contempt.  They  hefitated  for  fome  time ;  but 
when  an  offer  was  made  to  them  in  the  name 
of  the  duke  of  Parma,  of  full  payment  of  their 
arrears,  befides  a  fum  of  money  equal  to  five 
years  pay,  they  were  unable  to  refill  the  allure¬ 
ment  ;  they  agreed  to  give  up  the  town  on  the 
terms  propofed,  and  began  to  prepare  for  the 
execution  of  their  defign,  by  difarming  the 
inhabitants.  Upon  receiving  intelligence  of 
this  infamous  tranfa&ion,  prince  Maurice  fet 
out  by  fea,  with  a  body  of  troops,  in  order  to 
reduce  the  garrifon  by  force  of  arms.  But  be¬ 
fore  he  had  time  to  make  any  progrefs  in  the 
fiege,  having  been  informed  that  the  duke  of 
Parma  was  upon  his  march  to  oppofe  him  with 
a  fuperior  army,  he  thought  it  prudent  to  re¬ 
tire.  The  Duke  foon  afterwards  entered  the 
town,  and  having  fulfilled  his  engagements  to 
the  garrifon,  he  bellowed  the  government 
upon  Lanzavecchia,  as  a  reward  for  the  fervice 
he  had  performed.  Oertrudenberg  was  the 
firft  town  in  Holland  which  the  Spaniards  had 
acquired  fince  their  expulfion  from  that  pro¬ 
vince  about  twelve  years  before ;  and  it  gave 
Farnefe,  on  that  account,  the  mofl  fenfible  joy 
and  fatisfadlion.  The  States,  on  the  other  hand, 
expreffed  their  indignation  againfl  the  traitors, 
by  profcribing  them ;  and  it  ought  not  to  be 
forgotten,  that  through  various  accidents  almofl 
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all  of  them  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  confede-  book 
rates,  and  had  the  fentence  of  profcription  exe- 
cuted  upon  them  with  the  utmoft  rigour. 

From  Gertrudenberg  the  Spanifh  army  was 
fent  under  count  Charles  of  Manfveldt,  to  re¬ 
duce  the  towns  of  Heufden  and  Romerfval,  and 
the  fort  of  Louveftein  ;  but  all  their  attempts 
on  thefe  places  were  baffled  by  the  aflivity  and 
vigour  of  prince  Maurice  and  count  Hohenloe. 

The  duke  of  Parma  returned  to  Bruffels,  and  The  dux* 
not  long  afterwards  he  fet  out  for  Germany,  to  sp^  ‘l 
drink  the  waters  at  Spa,  although  it  was  be¬ 
lieved  he  would  not  have  gone  at  this  feafon.  May. 

which  was  the  mod  proper  for  all  military  ope¬ 
rations,  if  his  army  had  been  in  a  condition  to 
enter  upon  any  enterprize  worthy  of  his  former 
fame  °.  During  his  abfence,  prince  Maurice 
was  barely  able  to  prevent  count  Manfveldt 
from  making  any  new  acquifition.  The  forces 
of  thefe  two  generals  were  nearly  equal ;  neither 
party  was  inclined  to  rifk  an  engagement,  and 
no  rencounter  palfed  between  them  that  deferves 
to  be  recorded. 


Some  important  fervices  were  in  the  mean  Achieve, 
time  performed  by  the  indefatigable  Schenck  schencfc. 


Grotius,  p.  132. 
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book  in  the  interior  provinces.  Having  fome  time 
before  the  prefent  period,  propofed  to  the  States 
j589-  to  build  a  fort  upon  the  Rhine,  at  the  place 
where  that  river  divides  itfelf  into  two  branches, 
and  forms  the  ille  of  Betuwep,  the  States  ap-  ' 
proved  highly  of  his  propofal,  and  furnifhed 
him  wdth  every  thing  neceffary  for  carrying  it 
into  execution.  He  finiihed  it  with  great  dif- 
patch;  and  having  fixed  there  his  head-quarters, 
he  over-ran  all  the  country  round,  and  feized 
every  favourable  opportunity  of  annoying  the 
enemy.  He  took  the  city  of  Bonne,  upon  the 
Rhine,  by  furprize  in  the  night.  Having  been 
informed  that  a  body  of  troops  were  upon  their 
march  to  reinforce  Verdugo,  the  governor  of 
Groningen,  and  were  efcorting  a  fum  of  money 
to  that  place  for  the  payment  of  the  garrifon, 
he  chofe  his  ground  with  fo  much  {kill,  and 
attacked  them  with  fuch  impetuofity  and  ar¬ 
dour,  that  he  routed  them,  and  got  poffeflion 
of  the  money  without  the  lofs  of  a  fingle  man. 
But  there  was  nothing  on  which  he  was  fo  in¬ 
tent  as  the  recovery  of  Nimeguen,  which  fome 
years  before  he  himfelf  had  conquered  for  the 
Spaniards.  Nimeguen  Hands  on  the  banks  of 
the  Waal,  at  the  diftance  of  only  a  few  hours 
fail  from  the  fort  which  Schenck  had  conftruft- 
ed.  Having  embarked  his  troops,  he  fet  out 

p  Called  anciently  Batavia, 
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with  an  Intention  to  reach  the  town  about  ths 
middle  of  the  night.  Through  fome  accident  or  v. 
miftake  he  did  not  arrive  till  the  morning,  when 
he  happened  unfortunately  to  land  at  a  houfe 
where  a  number  of  perrons  were  afiembled  for 
the  celebration  of  a  wedding.  By  thefe  per- 
fons  the  alarm  was  inftantly  given  to  the  reft  of 
the  inhabitants,  who  were  well  acquainted  with 
the  enmity  with  which  Schenck  bad  for  fome 
time  paft  been  animated  againfl  them,  and  knew 
that  an  univerfal  pillage  would  be  the  confe- 
quence  of  his  fuccefs.  They  ran  to  arms  from 
every  quarter,  made  a-  furious  attack  upon  his 
men,  and,  notwithftanding  the  moll  intrepid 
refillance,  drove  them  towards  their  boats  in 
great  confufion.  Schenck  endeavoured  to  rally 
them,  but  in  vain.  The  town’s  people  pur- 
fued,  and  flew  many  of  them  while  they  were 
attempting  to  efcape.  Schenck  himfelf  was 
wounded,  and  immediately  afterwards  his  boat 
was  overfet,  and  he,  and  all  on  board,  were 
drowned.  Such  was  the  fate  of  this  brave  man 
at  the  age  of  forty,  by  whom,  ever  fince  his  re¬ 
volt,  the  Spaniards  had  been  fubjetted  to  perpe¬ 
tual  apprehenfions  and  alarms q. 
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Death  of 
Schenck. 


No  other  material  tranfadlion  occurred  du- 


Battle  of 


ring  this  campaign  but  the  fiege  of  Rhinberg,  Rbinbe,2 


q  Bentivoglio,  p.  334. 
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book  which  was  undertaken  at  the  earned  defire  of  the 
ele&or  of  Cologn,  and  the  charge  of  it  com- 
mitted  by  the  duke  of  Parma  to  the  marquis  of 
Varambon.  Colonel  Vere,  an  Engliffi  officer 
of  high  reputation,  was  fent  by  the  States  to 
the  relief  of  the  befieged,  and  between  him  and 
Varambon,  a  bloody  battle  was  fought,  in  which 
the  Engliffi  commander  gained  a  complete  vic¬ 
tory.  After  this  he  entered  the  town,  and  for- 
tified  it  fo  drongly,  as  enabled  the  inhabitants 
for  fome  time  longer  to  preferve  their  liberty 
and  independence. 


Theduke 
of  Parma 
reiums  from 
Spa. 


It  was  now  the  end  of  autumn,  and  the  duke 
of  Parma  was  returned  from  Spa.  Soon  after 
his  return,  his  apprehenfions  with  regard  to  the 
confequences  of  the  irregular  payment  of  his 
troops,  were  verified  by  the  mutiny  of  a  Spa- 
niffi  regiment  which  lay  in  garrifon  at  Cour- 
tray.  From  complaints  the  foldiers  proceeded 
to  threats,  and  at  lafl  openly  refufed  to  obey 
his  commands.  With  the  utmoffc  difficulty  he 
raifed  money  fufficient  to  appeafe  them.  But 
as  this  was  the  firft  fedition  which  had  happened 
fince  the  commencement  of  his  government,  he 
was  the  more  fenfibly  affli&ed  by  it,  and  dread¬ 
ed,  that  the  example  which  it  afforded,  would 
foon  be  followed  by  the  garrifons  in  other 
towns. 


This 
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This  event  happened  about  the  end  of  the  book 

year  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty-  _ _ 

nine ;  and  in  the  month  of  February  inimedi-  *589. 
ately  following,  another  misfortune  happened,  of  Breda.'^ 
which  convinced  the  Duke,  that  prince  Maurice  I59°‘ 
was  an  antagonist  of  a  character  extremely  dif¬ 
ferent  from  that  of  any  other  with  whom  he 
had  hitherto  contended.  This  was  the  lofs  of 
the  important  city  of  Breda,  of  which  Maurice 
got  poffeffion  by  a  Angular  flratagem,  fuggefted 
to  him  by  the  matter  of  a  boat,  called  Adrian 
Vandenberg,  who  had  fometimes  fupplied  the 
town  and  garrifon  with  turf  for  firing.  When 
Lanzavecchia,  the  governor,  was  at  Breda,  all 
vefiels  which  came  there  were  carefully  exa¬ 
mined  ;  but  the  duke  of  Parma,  having  rewarded 
this  crafty  Italian,  for  the  part  which  he  added 
in  corrupting  the  garrifon  of  St.  Gertrudenberg, 
with  the  government  of  that  town,  ftill  buffered 
him  to  retain  that  of  Breda.  Lanzavecchia 
found  it  necefiary  to  be  often  abfent  from  the 
latter  of  thefe  places ;  and,  during  his  abfence, 
ufually  committed  the  charge  of  it  to  his  foil. 
Vandenberg  having  obferved  that  on  thefe  oc- 
cafions  there  was  commonly  great  negligence 
in  fearching  his  boat,  founded  upon  this  cir- 
cumftance  his  plan  for  taking  the  citadel  by 
furprife.  It  was  communicated  to  prince  Mau¬ 
rice,  who  readily  embraced  it,  and  immediately 
applied  himfelf  to  put  it  in  execution.  The 

boat 
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boat  was  loaded  in.  appearance  with  turf,  as 
ufua-1 ;  but  the  turf  was  fupported  by  a  floor  of 
planks  fixed  at  the  diftance  of  feveral  feet  from 
the  bottom  ;  and  under  this  floor  feventy  feledt 
foldiers  were  placed,  under  the  command  of 
Charles  Harauguer r,  an  officer  of  diftinguifhed 
valour  and  capacity.  They  had  but  a  few  miles 
to  fail ;  yet,  through  unexpected  accidents,  fe¬ 
veral  days  palfed  before  they  could  reach  Breda. 
The  wind  turned  againfl  them,  the  melting 
ice  retarded  their  courfe,  and  the  boat,  having 
{truck  upon  a  bank,  was  fo  much  damaged, 
that  the  foldiers  were  for  fome  time  up  to  the 
knees  in  water.  Their  provifions  were  almoft 
fpent,  and  one  of  their  number  was  feized  with 
a  violent  cough,  which,  if  it  continued,  they 
forefaw  would  certainly  occafion  a  difcovery. 
This  man  had  the  generofity  to  offer  them  his 
fword,  and  to  intreat  them  to  kill  him.  They 
as  generoufly  declined  it  ;  and  being  refolved  to 
run  all  rifks,  rather  than  embrue  their  hands  in 
the  blood  of  their  companion,  they  Thill  perfifled 
in  their  defign.  Happily  their  virtue  was  re¬ 
warded  :  the  foldier’s  cough  left  him,  and  even 
the  leak  in  their  veffel  was  flopt  by  fome  acci¬ 
dental  caufe. 

In  order  to  fecure  the  abfence  of  Lanzavec- 
chia,  whofe  vigilance  there  was  much  ground 
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to  dread,  prince  Maurice  had  made  a  feint  of 
marching  againft  Gertrudenberg,  and  this  arti¬ 
fice  produced  the  defired  effect.  Lanzavecchia 
was  abfent  from  Breda  when  the  boat  arrived. 
It  was  admitted  within  the  fortifications  of  the 
caftle,  and  the  fearch  was  made  in  the  moft  fu- 
perficial  manner. 

Notwithstanding  this,  there  was  (till  the 
utmoft  danger  of  a  difcovery,  and  it  would  cer¬ 
tainly  have  been  made,  had  not  Vandenberg 
poffeffed  an  extraordinary  {hare  of  addrefs  and 
art,  which  he  exerted  on  this  occafion.  There 
being  a  fcarcity  of  fuel  in  the  caftle,  the  turf 
was  immediately  purchafed ;  the  foldiers  of  the 
garrifon  were  fet  to  work  in  carrying  it  alhore, 
and  fo  great  a  number  of  hands  were  employed, 
that  they  would  foon  have  uncovered  the  planks, 
and  thereby  have  detected  the  plot,  had  not 
Vandenberg,  pretending  to  be  fatigued  with 
labour  and  watching,  and  unable  to  affift  the 
foldiers  any  longer  in  unloading',  firft  amufed 
them  with  difeourfe,  and  then  invited  them  to 
join  him  in  drinking  fome  wine  which  he  had 
provided.  His  offer  was  readily  accepted.  The 
night  came  on,  and  the  Spanifh  foldiers  were 
all  either  afleep  or  drunk.  Vandenberg  then 
fet  out,  in  order  to  give  notice  of  his  fuccefs  to 
prince  Maurice  and  count  Hohenloe,  who,  ac¬ 
cording  to  agreement,  had  in  great  filence 
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book  brought  forward  a  body  of  forces  within  a  little 

XXl*  f  « 


diftance  of  the  town. 


15Sc- 


About  the  middle  of  the  night,  Harauguer 
iffued  forth  from  his  retreat  ;  and  having  di¬ 
vided  his  band  into  two  bodies,  he  attacked, 
at  the  fame  time,  both  the  guards  which  were 
placed-- at  the  gate  towards  the  country,  and  thofe 
which  were  Rationed  at  another  gate  which  led 
from  the  citadel  to  the  town,  and  meeting  with 
little  refiftance,  he  fecured  poffeffion  of  the 
gates.  Young  Lanzavecchia  rufhed  out  againfl 
him  with  between  thirty  and  forty  of  the  garri- 
fon ;  but  thefe  men  were  not  able  to  withftand 
the  determined  and  defperate  valour  of  the  af- 
failants.  They  were  all  either  put  to  the  fword 
or  difperfed,  and  Lanzavecchia  himfelf  was 
wounded  and  taken  prifoner. 

The  alarm  was  foon  communicated  to  the 
town,  in  which  there  was  a  numerous  garrifon, 
confifting  of  five  companies  of  Italian  foot,  and 
one  of  horfe.  The  citizens  offered  to  co-operate 
with  the  garrifon  in  defending  the  fortifications, 
till  the  duke  of  Parma  fhould  come  to  their  re¬ 
lief  ;  but  this  cowardly  garrifon,  being  (truck 
with  an  univerfal  panic,  and  having  no  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  to  direct  their  operations,  fud- 
denly  forfook  the  town.  In  the  mean  time 
prince  Maurice  arrived  in  the  citadel,  and  the 
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inhabitants  having  now  no  garrifon  to  fupport  cook 
them,  fent  a  tnimpet  with  an  offer  to  fur-  u- y— 
render,  on  condition  that  they  fhould  not  be  *S9°- 
plundered.  And  to  this  prince  Maurice  readily 
agreed ;  but  required  that  they  fhould  pay  him 
ninety  thoufand  florins  to  be  diflributed  among 
his  troops. 

Maurice  received  the  greater  fatisfadlion 
from  this  acquifition,  which  had  been  attended 
with  the  lofs  of  only  one  man,  as  Breda  had 
been  for  many  years  the  hereditary  property  of 
his  family  ;  and  for  the  fame  reafon  the  citizens 
were  lefs  reluctant  in  fubmitting  to  his  au¬ 
thority.  He  appointed  the  brave  Harauguer 
to  be  governor  of  the  town,  and  liberally  re¬ 
warded  Vandenberg,  and  all  the  other  failors  and 
foldiers,  in  proportion  to  their  merit. 

The-  duke  of  Parma,  on  the  other  hand, 
was  extremely  mortified  with  what  had  hap¬ 
pened,  and  highly  incenfed  againft  his  country¬ 
men,  the  Italians,  who  had  fo  bafely  deferted 
the  town  committed  to  their  care.  He  or¬ 
dered  the  officers  to  be  arrefled,  and  afterwards 
commanded  all  of  them  to  be  executed,  agree¬ 
ably  to  the  fentence  of  a  court-martial,  except 
one,  whom  he  pardoned  in  confideration  of  his 
youth  *. 

1  Grotius.  Bentivoglio. 
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Old  Lanzavecchia’s  imprudence  in  commit¬ 
ting  fo  important  a  charge  to  fo  young  a  man  as 
his  foil,  was  already  feverely  punilhed  by  his 
foil’s  imprifonment,  and  the  lofs  of  his  govern¬ 
ment  of  Breda.  He  punilhed  himfelf  Hill  far¬ 
ther,  by  refigning  his  government  of  Gertru- 
denberg.  Such  were  the  bitter  fruits  of  that 
corruption  for  which  this  man  had  been  fo  lately 
rewarded.  According  to  the  principles  which 
warriors  and  politicians  are  ready  to  adopt,  bis 
conduct  deferved  the  reward  which  was  bellowed 
upon  it ;  but  to  the  friends  of  virtue  it  will  give 
fatisfadlion  to  obferve,  that,  in  the  courfe  of 
providence,  punilhment  is  inflidted  fometimes 
not  upon  the  treacherous  alone,  but  on  thole 
too  by  whom  they  are  prompted,  or  encouraged 
sin  their  treachery. 

Meanwhile  Farnefe  refolving  to  recover 
the  town,  if  pofiible,  before  prince  Maurice 
lliould  have  time  to  fecure  it,  fent  count  Manf- 
veldt  againlt  it  with  a  part  of  the  army.  But 
Maurice  had  no  fooner  acquired  polfellion  of 
the  place,  than  he  furnifhed  it  with  provihons 
fullicient  for  many  months,  and  llationed  a 
oarrifon  in  it  confiding  of  one  thoufand  two 
hundred  foot  and  four  hundred  horfe.  Manf- 
veldt  did  not  therefore  think  it  expedient  to  lay 
immediate  fiege  to  Breda ;  but,  in  order  to  cut 
oft’  the  communication  of  the  garrifon  with 
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Holland,  he  attempted  to  reduce  a  ftrong  fort  book. 
in  the  mouth  of  the  river  Mark,  which  com-  x'u'  j 
manded  the  navigation  of  that  river.  From  *59°. 
this  attempt,  however,  he  was  obliged  to  defift, 
after  having  loft  between  fix  and  feven  hundred 
men.  He  then  built  another  fort  at  the  mouth 
of  the  river,  and  began  to  make  preparations 
for  befieging  the  town  itfelf.  In  order  to 
divert  him  from  the  profecution  of  his  defzgn, 
prince  Maurice  marched  with  a  body  of  about 
five  thoufand  men  towards  Nimeguen,  refolving 
to  befiege  that  town  in  cafe  Manfveldt  did  not 
relinquilh  his  prefent  enterprife. 

•  . 

Farnese,  fenfible  of  the  great  importance  of 
Nimeguen,  fent  orders  to  count  Manfveldt  to 
lead  his  army  thither  without  delay.  Maurice 
perceived  then  that  it  was  impracticable  for  him 
to  attempt  the  fiege  with  any  probability  of 
fuccefs,  and  encamped  his  troops  in  the  Betuwe, 
on  the  north  fide  of  the  Waal,  oppofite  to 
Nimeguen.  Having  fortified  the  banks  of  the 
river,  to  prevent  count  Manfveldt  from  tranf- 
porting  his  forces,  he  built,  in  fight  of  the 
enemy,  a  ftrong  fort,  afterwards  called  by  the 
name  of  Knotzenburg,  direCtly  oppofite  to  the 
town;  by  which  he  not  only  deprived  Nime¬ 
guen  of  all  the  advantages  which  it  had  hi¬ 
therto  derived  from  its  fituation ;  but,  as  the 
cannon  of  this  fort  could  reach  the  town,  the 
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inhabitants  were  expofed  to  continual  danger. 
After  having  fmiflied  this  important  work,  he 
dug  a  navigable  canal  acrofs  the  Betuwe,  from 
the  Rhine  to  the  Waal.  This  wife  expedient 
rendered  the  navigation  of  the  confederates  in 
thofe  parts  fecure,  by  making  it  unneceffary  for 
their  fhips  to  pafs  by  Nimeguen ;  and  it  was  of 
great  advantage  to  all  the  country  round,  by 
lelfening  the  violence  of  the  inundations  to 
which  that  part  of  the  Netherlands  is  fometimes 
liable.  The  States  of  Guelderland  and  Overylfel 
had  a  juft  fenfe  of  the  benefits  which'  they  de¬ 
rived  from  his  operations,  and  they  teftified  their 
gratitude  by  electing  him  governor  of  thefe  two 
provinces. 
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jp  R  O  M  the  capacity  and  vigour  which 
Maurice  had  already  difplayed,  Philip 
might  have  perceived  that  he  fhould  probably 
find  full  employment  in  the  Netherlands  for  all 
the  forces  whieh,  in  the  prefent  flate  of  his 
finances,  he  was  able  to  fupport.  And  con- 
fidering  the  unfortunate  ilfue  of  his  enterprize 
againft  Elizabeth,  and  how  much  the  reputa¬ 
tion  of  his  arms  and  counfels  had  fuffered  from 
his  long  unfuccefsful  ilruggle  with  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  United  Provinces,  it  might  have 
been  expected  that  he  would  have  feen  the 
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book,  abfurdity  of  that  prepofterous  ambition  which 
c. — -j~.u  had  led  him  to  undertake  new  conquefts  before 
i52°-  he  had  reduced  his  own  dominions  under 
obedience.  It  does  not  appear  that  he  ever 
ferioufly  entertained  the  thoughts  of  renewing 
his  attempt  againft  England  ;  but  having  never 
relinquilhed  his  defigns  on  France,  he  had 
maintained  his  connections  with  the  heads  of  the 
Catholic  league ;  and  notwithftanding  the  diffk 
culty  which  he  found  in  paying  his  army  in 
Flanders,  he  had  from  time  to  time  fupplied 
them  with  confiderable  fums  of  money. 

The  catho-  These  factious  leaders  had  now  more  occa- 
tiu Jeasue'  f10n  than  ever  for  his  affiftance.  After  the 
treaty  mentioned  -  above,  which  Philip  con¬ 
cluded  with  the  duke  of  Guife  at  loinville  in 
the  year  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and  eighty-, 
five,  the  flames  of  war  between  the  Catholics 
and  Proteftants  had  been  kindled  afrelh  from 
one  end  of  the  kingdom  to  the  other.  Henry, 
well  acquainted  with  the  fecret  intentions  of 
Guife  and  his  partizans,  which  were  no  lefs 
hoftile  to  himfejf  than  to  the  Calvinifts,  would 
gladly  have  employed  all  his  power  for  their 
deftruction ;  but  he  foon  perceived  that  he  was 
unable  to  contend  openly  with  fo  great  a  force 
as  they  had1  provided  againft  him,  and  there¬ 
fore  difguifing  his  refentment  for  the  affront 
offered  to  his  authority,  he  refolve.d  to  accede 
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to  the  league,  in  hopes  of  acquiring  the  direc-  Bx°  ®  K 
tion  of  it,  by  declaring  himfelf  its  head  and  —  * 

prote&or.  In  confequence  of  this  refolution,  I59°' 
great  preparations  were  made  for  profecuting 
the  war  againft  the  Calvinifts,  and  three  differ¬ 
ent  armies  were  raffed.  One  of  thefe  Henry 
commanded  in  perfon ;  another  was  fent  under 
the  duke  de  Joyeufe  againft  the  king  of  Na¬ 
varre  ;  and  the  third  was  led  by  the  duke  of 
Guife,  to  oppofe  a  numerous  army  of  Germans, 
who  were  upon  their  march  to  the  aftiftance  of 
the  Hugonots.  Joyeufe  loft  both  his  army  and 
his  life  in  the  battle  of  Coutras ;  but  the  duke 
of  Guife,  who  made  up  for  the  fmall  number 
of  his  troops,  by  his  fuperior  conduct  and  in¬ 
trepidity,  proved  vi&orious  over  the  Germans, 
and  thereby  acquired  an  increafe  of  popularity 
and  fame,  which  gave  him  uncontrollable  in¬ 
fluence  over  almoft  all  the  Catholics  in  the 
kingdom.  Elated  with  his  fuccefs,  and  con- 
fcious  of  his  power,  this  ambitious  leader  could 
no  longer  delay  the  execution  of  his  defigns  j 
but  refolved,  after  depofing  the  King,  and  con¬ 
fining  him  to  a  cloifter,  to  place  the  infirm  and 
aged  cardinal  of  Bourbon  upon  the  throne ; 
hoping  to  engrofs  the  whole  adminiftration,  and 
to  fecure  the  fucceflion  to  himfelf  in  the  event 
of  the  cardinal’s  demife.  Henry  beheld  with 
much  dread  the  precipice  on  which  he  flood ; 
and,  in  order  to  avoid  it,  had  recourfe  to  that 
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deteftable  expedient,  of  which,  in  his  youth,  he 
had  Ihewn  his  approbation,  in  the  maflacre  of 
St.  Bartholomew,  by  commanding  both  the 
duke  of  Guife,  and  his  brother  the  cardinal,  to 
be  aflaflinated. 

This  murder,  which  even  Henry  pretended 
to  juftify  only  by  the  plea  of  neceflity,  did  not 
produce  the  effedt  which  he  expected.  Inftead 
of  intimidating  his  enemies,  it  ferved  to  in-* 
flame  their  minds  with  wrath  and  indignation. 
In  Paris,  where  the  fpirit  of  the  league  had 
long  raged  with  the  utmoft  fury,  the  people 
broke  his  ftatues  to  pieces,  the  eccleliaftics 
declaimed  againft  him  in  the  bitter  eft  and  molt 
abufive  terms,  and  the  Sorbonne  declared  him 
to  have  forfeited  the  crown.  His  fubjects 
almoft  every  where  rofe  up  in  arms,  againft 
him,  and  the  duke  of  Mayenne,  brother  of  the 
Guifes,  a  prince  of  extraordinary  prudence  and 
capacity,  was  chofen  commander  in  chief  in  his 
brother’s  room. 

In  this  fttuation  Henry  had  no  refource  left 
but  in  the  king  of  Navarre,  whom  he  had 
deceived  and  perfecuted.  But  this  generous  and 
heroic  prince  readily  forgot  the  injuries  he  had 
received  from  him,  and  made  hafte  to  march 
with  a  numerous  army  to  his  afliftance.  Thus 
powerfully  fupported,  Henry  became  an  over¬ 
match 
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match  for  his  enemies,  and  he  would  foon  have 
compelled  the  city  of  Paris  to  furrender,  when 
a  period  was  put  to  his  life  by  a  fanatic  monk, 
who,  being  feduced  by  his  fuperiors,  burned 
with  the  defire  of  meriting  Heaven,  by  em- 
bruing  his  hands  in  the  blood  of  his  lawful 
prince.  Such  was  the  unfortunate  end  of 
Henry  III.  the  laft  of  the  race  of  Valois,  which 
had  reigned  over  France  for  ahnofl  three  hun¬ 
dred  years. 

The  king  of  Navarre,  the  undoubted  heir 
of  the  crown,  and  whom  the  deceafed  monarch 
had  nominated  his  fucceffor,  was  immediately 
proclaimed  King  in  the  camp,  by  the  name  of 
Henry  IV.  a  name  which  will  be  for  ever 
refpecled,  not  by  the  French  nation  alone,  but 
by  every  friend  of  mankind  and  of  virtue. 
Brought  up  in  The  hardeft  fchool  of  adverfity, 
patient,  frugal,  and  laborious ;  brave  and  wife ; 
fmcere,  humane,  and  generous ;  of  the  ftricteft 
integrity,  and  the  mod;  untainted  honour ; 
he  had  long  commanded  the  admiration  of  his 
enemies,  as  well  as  of  the  impartial  world. 
Never  did  any  prince  fucceed  to  a  throne, 
adorned  with  more  fplendid,  more  fubftantial, 
or  more  amiable  accomplifhments ;  yet  fo  fierce 
\yas  the  fpirit  of  religious  bigotry  with  which 
his  fubje&s  were  inflamed ;  fo  great  their  ab¬ 
horrence  of  Calvinifin  ■,  and  fuch  their  dread, 

that 
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that  Henry,  who  was  himfelf  a  Calvinift,  al¬ 
though  the  moft  moderate  of  his  feft,  would, 
in  imitation  of  the  queen  of  England,  over¬ 
turn  the  Popifh  religion,  that  many  of  the 
Catholics  inftantly  forfook  his  camp ;  nor  would 
any  of  them  have  been  perfuaded  to  remain  with 
him,  had  he  not  given  them  ground  to  enter¬ 
tain  hopes  of  his  converfion. 

In  Paris  he  had  a  numerous  party  who  would 
willingly  have  recognifed  his  right,  in  cafe  he 
would  have  agreed  to  embrace  ihe  Popifli  faith. 
There  were  others  who,  under  the  pretence  of 
religion,  had  no  other  ends  in  view  but  to  fecure 
and  perpetuate  that  unbounded  licence  which 
they  had  long  enjoyed,  of  perpetrating  the  moft 
atrocious  crimes;  and  there  were  many  who, 
having  been  gained  over  by  Spanifh  influence, 
had,  in  concert  with  Mendoza,  the  Spanifh 
ambaflador,  and  Cajetan,  the  Pope’s  legate,  a 
partizan  of  Spain,  formed  the  defign  of  con¬ 
ferring  the  crown,  either  on  Philip  himfelf,  or 
his  daughter  Ifabella a. 

The  duke  of  Mayenne,  who  had  adopted 
his  brother’s  plan  in  all  its  branches,  hoped  to 
make  thefe  parties  fubfervient  to  his  own  ele¬ 
vation  to  the  throne.  This  defign,  however, 

a  Grand  daughter  of  Henry  II. 
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leifure  to  pr.pare  the  means  of  putting  it  in  ' 
execution,  -he  prevailed  on  a  great  majority  to  1^°- 
concur  in  electing  the  cardinal  of  Bourbon 
king  ;  to  which  meafure  likewife,  Philip,  ac¬ 
tuated  by  a  fimilar  intention,  gave  his  confent. 

Henry  in  the  mean  time  finding  himfelf 
unable,  from  the  great  defertion  of  his  forces, 
to  maintain  his  prefent  fituation  before  Paris, 
retired  into  Normandy,  to  wait  there,  till  fuc- 
cours,  which  he  expected  from  Elizabeth, 
fliould  arrive.  Mayenne,  putting  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  an  army  much  more  numerous  than 

J 

that  of  the  King,  purfued  and  attacked  him  in 
his  fortifications  near  the  town  of  Arques ;  but 
having  been  repulfed  with  great  daughter,  and 
having  fullered  afterwards  a  total  overthrow  in 
the  battle  of  Ivry,  in  which,  as  on  many  other 
occafions,  Henry’s  fuperior  bravery  fupplied 
his  want  of  numbers,  Mayenne  was  obliged, 
with  the  lhattered  remains  of  his  army,  to  take 
refuge  in  the  metropolis.  There  he  flayed  no 
longer  than  till  he  had  confulted  with  the  duke 
of  Nemours,  the  governor,  with  regard  to  the 
proper  meafures  of  defence,  in  cafe  the  city 
fliould  be  befieged  by  the  victorious  army ; 
after  which  he  fet  out  for  Picardy,  to  meet  the 
duke  of  Parma,  from  whom  he  expected  a  rein¬ 
forcement  of  troops.  The  King  arrived  foon 

after 
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after  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Paris,  and  hav¬ 
ing  made  himfelf  mailer  of  the  courfe  of  the 
Seyne  and  the  Marne,  and  blocked  up  every 
entry  by  which  provifions  might  be  cony  eyed 
into  the  town,  he  inveiled  it  on  every  fide,  and 
loon  reduced  the  inhabitants  to  extreme  ne- 
ceiTity. 

I 

By  the  perfuafion  however  of  their  leaders, 
feconded  by  the  Spaniih  miniiler  and  the  Pope’s 
legate ;  by  the  decrees  of  the  Sorbonne,  and 
the  harangues  of  the  clergy ;  they  were  con¬ 
firmed  in  the  refolution  which  they  had  formed 
from  the  beginning  to  endure  every  calamity, 
rather  than  receive  an  heretical  king,  whofe 
authority  they  wgre  taught  to  believe  they 
could  not  acknowledge,  without  endangering 
their  falvation. 

In  their  prefent  diflrefsful  fituation  they  had 
no  profpect  of  relief,  but  from  the  arms  of 
Spain ;  nor  was  Philip  lefs  inclined  now  to 
interpofe  in  their  behalf,  and  that  of  the  league 
in  general,  than  formerly.  The  affairs  of 
France  were  at  this  time  the  principal  object 
of  his  attention ;  and  he  would  gladly  have 
exerted  himfelf  againft  the  King  with  his  utmoft 
vigour,  efpecially  as  the  cardinal  of  Bourbon 
was  lately  dead,  if  the  prefent  juncture  had  been 
favourable  to  his  ambitious  defign,  of  feizing 

the 
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the  monarchy  for  himfelf  or  his  daughter ;  by 
which,  more  than  by  zeal  for  the  Catholic  faith, 
he  had  long  been  actuated.  But  having  pene¬ 
trated  into  the  views  of  Mayenne,  and  found 
that  from  him  and  all  his  party  he  had  reafon 
to  expedt  the  moll  ftrenuous  oppofition';  he 
confidered,  that  if  Henry  were  utterly  fubdued, 
the  Catholics,  Handing  then  no  longer  in  need 
of  his  affiftance,  would  probably  unite  againft 
him,  and,  without  regard  to  the  obligations 
which  he  had  laid  them  under,  render  all  his 
expence  and  labour  fruitlefs.  He  refolved, 
therefore,  agreeably  to  the  advice  of  the  duke 
of  Parma,  to  protradl  the  war,  and  to  afford 
the  league  only  fuch  affiffance  as  might  pre¬ 
vent  the  King  from  acquiring  an  entire  afcend- 
k  ant  over  them ;  hoping  thereby  to  wafte  the 
ftrength  of  both  the  contending  parties,  and 
fooner  or  later  to  oblige  them  to  comply  with 
whatever  terms  he  fnould  be  pleafed  to  pre- 
fcribe. 

Conformably  to  this  plan,  the  duke  of 
Parma,  with  whom  Mayenne  had  an  interview 
at  Conde,  gave  him  only  two  thoufand  feven 
hundred  foot  and  eight  hundred  horfe.  But 
as  this  reinforcement  was  inadequate  to  the 
purpofe  for  which  it  had  been  folicited,  Philip 
became  apprehenfive  that  the  refolution  of  the 
befieged  might  fail ;  and  dreaded,  that  if  Henry 
9  were 


*73 

BOOK 

XXII. 

<^—v— ■ 

>59°- 


I 


*74  HISTORY  OF  THE  REIGN  OF 

e  o  o  k  were  once  mafter  of  the  capital,  a  prince  of  Id 
v — >  great  ability  and  addrefs  might  foon  compel 
*59°'  the  reft  of  the  kingdom  to  fubmit  to  his  autho¬ 
rity.  To  prevent  this,  he  refolved  to  poftpone 
every  confideration  of  prudence  and  intereft  to 
the  railing  of  the  fiege  ;  and  fent  pofttive  orders 
to  the  duke  of  Parma,  to  conduct  his  army 
to  France  for  this  purpofe,  with  the  utmoft 
expedition.  Farnefe,  though  poffefled  of  capa¬ 
city  and  courage  equal  to  the  mod  difficult 
and  dangerous  enterprife,  would  gladly  have 
diverted  Philip  from  his  defign.  He  repre- 
i'ented  to  him  the  dangerous  confequences  with 
which  the  abfence  of  his  troops  from  the  Ne¬ 
therlands  would  be  attended  ;  and  he  attempted 
to  make  him  fenfible  of  the  extreme  uncer- 
j>  tainty  of  thofe  advantages  which  he  expected 

to  derive  from  taking  fo  deep  an  intereft  in  the 
affairs  of  France.  But  Philip,  blinded  by  his 
ambition,  could  not  relinquifh  thofe  delufive 
hopes  which  he  had  long  fondly  indulged,  of 
■  adding  France  to  his  dominions.  He  was  deaf 
to  the  duke’s  prudent  remonftrances,  and  only 
liftened  to  his  advice,  fo  far  as  to  confent  that 
he  might  return  to  the  Low  Countries,  when 
the  fiege  of  Paris  fhould  be  raifed. 

The  alike  Finding  the  King  thus  obftinate  and  in- 
firftexpe-  flexible,  Farnefe  committed  .the  government, 
$ranee!IU°  during  his  &bfence,  to  count  Peter  Erneft  of 
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Manfveldt,  and  appointed  his  fon  count  Charles 
to  command  the  fmall  number  of  troops, 
which  he  defigned  to  leave  behind  him  for  the 
defence  of  the  Netherlands.  He  then  applied 
himfelf  with  great  anxiety  to  make  the  necef- 
fary  preparations  for  his  march  :  for  he  was  well 
aware  of  the  difficulty  which  he  muft  encounter 
in  his  intended  enterprife  againft  a  prince  of 
fo  great  abilities  as  the  king  of  France,  in  the 
midll  of  his  dominions,  and  at  the  head  of  a 
victorious  army,  commanded  by  a  gallant  and 
almoft  invincible  nobility.  This  confideratiob, 
however,  far  from  intimidating  him,  ferved 
only  to  make  him  exert,  with  more  than  ordi¬ 
nary  vigour,  thofe  illuitrious  talents  with  which 
he  was  endowed ;  left  now,  when  he  was  about 
to  enter  the  lifts  with  fo  great  a  rival  for  mili¬ 
tary  fame,  he  ffiould  forfeit  that  high  renown 
which  his  former  atchievements  had  procured 
him. 

Henry  was  at  this  time  about  forty  years 
of  age,  and  Farnefe  a  few  years  older.  From 
their  earlieft  youth  they  had  been  alike  diftin- 
guiffied  by  the  love  of  arms ;  and  had  palfed 
their  lives  either  in  learning,  or  in  practifing 
the  art  of  war.  They  poifeffed  alike  the  talent 
of  conciliating  the  afteClions  of  their  troops, 
without  any  relaxation  of  difcipline,  or  dimi¬ 
nution  of  authority.  They  were  equal  too  in 
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perfonal  courage,  in  quick  difcernraent,  and 
in  fertility  of  genius.  But  the  King  was  more 
prompt  in  his  decifions ;  the  duke  more  cau¬ 
tious  and  circumfped.  The  latter,  always 
cool,  and  mafter  of  himfelf,  tranfgreffed  on  no 
occafion  the  bounds  of  the  ftrideft  prudence ; 
but  the  former  was  often  betrayed  by  his  natural 
impetuofity  and  ardor,  rather  to  ad  the  part 
of  a  common  foldier,  than  of  a  general,  and 
unneceffarily  to  expofe  his  perfon  to  danger. 
From  the  fame  impetuofity  of  temper,  the 
King  was  ever  fond  of  ftriking  a  decifive  blow, 
by  a  pitched  battle  in  the  field ;  whereas  the 
duke  chofe  rather  to  accomplifh  his  defigns 
by  flratagem  and  dexterity,  without  blood- 
fhed.  Notwithftanding  this  diverfity  in 
their  charaders,  they  were  indifputably  the 
greateft  ^captains  of  the  age  in  which  they 
lived,  and  may  be  compared,  without  differing 
by  the  comparifon,  with  the  mod  illuftrious 
commanders  either  in  ancient  or  in  modern 
times. 

Farnese  was  ready  to  fet  out  from  Bruffels 
in  the  beginning  of  Auguft,  with  an  army  of 
fourteen  thoufand  foot  and  three  thonfand 
horfe.  On  his  arrival  in  France,  having  con¬ 
vened  his  principal  officers  together,  he  ex¬ 
plained  to  them  tlife  condud  proper  to  be 
obferved  in  the  prefent  expedition ;  and  repre- 
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fented  the  neceffity  of  requiring  a  find  atten-  b 
tion  from  every  individual  in  the  army,  to  all 
the  rules  of  military  difcipline.  They  were 
about  to  enter  into  a  kingdom  where,  the 
people  being  naturally  jealous  of  the  Spaniards, 
ufpieions  would  be  eafdy  excited,  that,  inftead 
of  having  come  to  their  affifhmce,  he  intended 
to  reduce  them  under  the  government  of  Spain. 
Againll  giving  ground  for  thefe  fufpicions, 
which  might  defeat  the  intentions  of  the  King- 
they  muft  be  continually  on  their  guard,  and 
take^  effectual  care  to  reftrain  the  troops  from 
ottering  any  violence  to  the  natives.  They 
were  ere  long  to  purfue  their  march  in  the  face 
ot  a  bold  and  enterprifing  enemy ;  and  for  this 
reafon  it  would  be  neceffary  that  the  moft  per- 
ed  order  fhould  be  obferved,  that  no  tumult 
ftould  be  permitted  in  their  quarters,  and  no 
foldier  allowed  to  leave  his  colours  night  or  day 
upon  any  pretence  whatever ;  that  the  country 
mould  be  reconnoitred  with  the  utmoft  care  - 
that  they  fhould  take  up  their  quarters  everC- 
evemng  a  confiderable  time  before  fun-fet:  that 
the  troops  fhould  ftand  under  their  arms,  till 
the  mtrenchments  were  completed  :  and  that 
their  mtrenchments  fhould  be  as  ftrongly  fortified 
as  ir  the  enemy  were  in  fight. 

The  duke  fecured  the  execution  of  thefe  or. 
dets,  by  the  aftivity  and  vigilance  which  he 
V0L'  N  exerted. 
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exerted.  Although  he  had  many  officers  of 
high  reputation  under  him,  yet  he  refolved  not 
to  put  implicit  truft  in  any  of  them.  Front 
charts  or  maps,  joined  to  the  information  which 
he  received  from  the  natives,  he  had  acquired 
a”  thorough  knowledge  of  the  country  through 
which  he  Was  to  pafs.  Fie  heard  in  perfon  the 
reports  of  all  the  parties  which  he  fent  to  re- 
connoitre  ;  marked  out  the  encampments  with 
his  own  hand,  and  bellowed  fuch  particular  at¬ 
tention  on  every  thing  which  he  deemed  of  the 
lealF  importance,  that  he  left  himfelf  no  other 
time  for  repofe,  but  the  few  hours  between 
beating  the  reveille,  and  the  marching  of  the 
troops. 

In  order  to  preferve  his  men  frelh  and  vigo¬ 
rous  for  the  time  of  adtion,  he  marched  gently 
forwards  ;  and  did  not  arrive  at  Meaux,  which 
is  ten  leagues  diftant  from  Paris,  till  the  23d 
of  Auguft.  He  was  joined  at  Meaux,  by  the 
duke  de  Mayenne,  with  ten  thoufand  foot  and 
one  thoufand  five  hundred  horfe  ;  and  from  this 
place  he  fent  intelligence  to  the  belieged,  that 
he  hoped  to  be  able  in  a  few  days  to  relieve 
them. 

•  H 

Their  patience  was  almofl  exhaufled.  They 
had  been  for  many  days  reduced  to  the  moll 
deplorable  condition.  Great  numbers  had  died  j 
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of  want,  or  of  difeafes  occafioned  by  the  un- 
wholefome  food  to  which  they  had  been  obliged 
to  have  recourfe  ;  and  though  their  bigotry 
made  them  fbill  entertain  the  thoughts  of  a 
furrender  with  horror,  it  had  required  the  ut- 
moft  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  governor,  to 
prevent  it  from  taking  place.  They  believed 
it  to  be  impoffible  for  them  to  hold  out  even 
for  a  few  days,  at  the  end  of  which  the  duke  of 
Parma  had  given  them  hopes  of  his  arrival. 

Of  this  defperate  fituation,  their  leaders  did  not 
fail  to  inform  him,  nor  did  he  delay  advancing 
towards  them  one  moment  longer  than  was 
necefiary  in  order  to  fecure  a  fortunate  ilfue  to 
his  enterprize. 

Henry  had  for  feveral  weeks  entertained  Hen,y  u;fe:, 
the  molt  fanguine  hopes  of  being  able  to  ter-  ther‘ese* 
minate  the  fiege  before  the  duke  could  arrive b. 

He  was  now  extremely  chagrined  and  morti¬ 
fied,  and  was  at  the  fame  time  thrown  into 
great  perplexity,  with  refpeft  to  the  meafures 
proper  to  be  purfued.  Unwilling  to  quit  his 
prize,  when  he  was  upon  the  point  of  feizing 
it,  he  would  gladly  have  divided  his  army,  and 
leaving  a  part  of  it,  to  continue  the  blockade, 
have  led  the  reft  to  meet  the  enemy*  But  as 
it  had  lately  fuffered  great  diminution  by  fick- 

*  It  had  lafted  four  months. 
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nefs,  he  apprehended  that  he  would  find  fuffi- 
cient  employment  for  the  whole,  in  defending 
himfelf  againft  the  Spaniards.  After  much 
hefitation,  he  raifed  the  fie ge,  and  fet  out  to 
oppofe  the  duke  of  Parma,  before  he  fnould 
approach  nearer  the  town c. 

Having  advanced  as  far  as  Chelles  (which 
lies  about  four  leagues  diftant  from  Paris)  he 
pitched  his  camp  in  a  fpacious  plain,  which  is 
terminated  by  two  hills  of  a  gentle  afcent,  fe- 
parated  from  each  other  by  the  road  that  leads 
to  Meaux.  The  duke  of  Parma’s  army  was 
encamped  on  the  other  fide  of  thefe  hills,  and 
was  well  fecured  by  ftrong  entrenchments.  In 
this  fituation  the  two  armies  remained  for  fe- 
veral  days.  The-  duke  did  not  now  lie  under 
the  fame  neceflity  as  before,  of  precipitating 
his  approach  to  Paris,  becaufe  the  citizens 
having  ventured,  after  the  King’s  departure, 
to  make  excurfions  into  the  country,  had  fur- 
nifhed  themfelves  with  fome  provifions  'from 
the  places  adjacent ;  and  the  King  durft  not 
attack  fuch  ftrong  intrenchments,  defended  by 
an  army  fuperior  in  number  to  his  own.  But 
being  eager  to  engage,  and  dreading  the  daily 
diminution  of  his  forces  from  the  ficknefs 

c  His  army  amounted  to  twenty  thoufand  foot  and  five 
thoufand  horfe. 
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which  prevailed  among  them,  Henry  fent  a 
defiance  to  the  duke  of  Mayenne,  calling  upon 
him  to  quit  his  den,  in  which  he  lay  more  like 
a  fox  than  a  lion,  that  the  contefl  between 
them  might  be  decided,  and  an  end  put  to  the 
calamities  of  the  kingdom. 

Mayenne  fent  the  herald  who  brought  this  Stratagem 
challenge  to  the  duke  of  Parma,  who  anfwered,  of  Pama^ 
finding.  That  his  prefent  conduct,  he  per¬ 
ceived,  was  not  agreeable  to  the  King ;  but 
that  he  had  been  accuftomed  to  fight,  only 
when  he  himfelf  thought  proper,  and  not  when 
it  was  convenient  for  his  enemies ;  and  he  added. 

That  far  from  declining  battle,  he  would  offer 
it  as  foon  as  the  intereft  of  the  caufe  which 
he  had  come  to  fupport,  fhould  render  it  ex¬ 
pedient.  Agreeably  to  the  fpirit  of  this  reply, 

Farnefe  kept  his  army  within  their  lines  for  two 
days  longer;  during  which  time  he  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  examining  the  fituation  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  in  confidering  how  he  might  accom- 
plifh  the  end  of  his  expedition,  without  hazard¬ 
ing  an  engagement.  Having  at  length  fixed 
his  plan  of  operations,  without  communicating 
it  to  the  duke  of  Mayenne,  or  any  other  of  his 
officers,  he  gave  out,  that  he  now  intended  to 
offer  battle.  Of  the  van,  which  confifted  of 
two  fquadrons  of  lances,  with  all  the  light  horfe 
in  his  army,  he  gave  the  command  to  the  mar- 
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quis  de  Renti,  with  inftruftions,  that  as  foon 
as  he  fhould  reach  the  top  of  the  interjacent 
hill,  he  fhould  fpread  out  his  troops,  and 
make  as  large  a  front  as  poffible  ;  and  then 
begin  to  defcend  flowly  towards  the  enemy, 
but  not  to  engage  without  further  orders,  whaN 
ever  provocation  he  fhould  receive.  He  com¬ 
mitted  the  charge  of  the  main  army  to  the  duke 
de  Mayenne,  and  that  of  the  rear  to  the  fieur 
de  la  Mothe  ;  while  he  referved  liberty  to  him- 
felf  to  ride  from  one  part  of  the  army  to  the 
other,  as  occafion  fhould  require, 

When  the  King  was  informed  of  this  difpo- 
fition  and  movement  of  the  Spanilh  army,  he 
could  not  doubt  that  the  duke  had  at  length 
refolved  to  try  the  fortune  of  a  battle.  His 
eyes  fparkled  with  joy.  He  drew  up  his  army 
in  battle  array,  with  the  utmofl  celerity  and 
fkill ;  but  refolved  to  wait  till  the  enemy  fhould 
defcend  to  the  plain,  where  he  might  enter  the 
lifts  with  them  on  equal  terms, 

When  the  van  of  the  Spanifli  army  had 
formed  fo  large  a  front,  as  totally  obftructed 
the  view  of  every  thing  behind  them,  the  duke 
commanded  de  Renti  to  flop,  and  to  wait  for 
the  King,  in  cafe  he  fhould  think  fit  to  afcend 
the  hill.  Then  clapping  fpurs  to  his  horfe,  he 
galloped  back  to  the  duke  de  Mayenne,  who 
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was  advancing  with  the  main  army,  and  taking  book 
him  by  the  hand,  he  faid,  with  a  cheerful  ani- 
mated  countenance,  “  Paris  will  foon  be  deli-  J59°‘ 
vered  now,  my  lord ;  but  for  this  purpofe  we 
mull  turn  back,  and  dirett  our  march  to  another 
quarter.”  He  then  defired  both  Mayenne  and 
La  Mothe  to  march  towards  Lagny,  a  town  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  Marne,  and  inftrudled  them 
to  take  pofleffion  of  the  ground  on  this  fide, 
dire&ly  oppofite  to  the  town,  and  to  employ  all 
their  troops  in  drawing  drong  lines  of  circurn- 
vallation  round  their  camp. 

These  orders  were  executed  with  great  ex¬ 
pedition.  A  battery  of  the  larged  cannon  was 
planted  over  againd  the  town  ;  and  the  camp 
was  fortified  in  fuch  a  manner  with  trenches, 
bread-works,  and  redoubts,  as  to  render  it  im¬ 
pregnable. 

When  this  was  done,  the  marquis  de  Renti, 
who  for  feveral  hours  had  amufed  the  enemy 
with  hopes  that  he  intended  to  come  down  from 
the  hill,  began  to  file  off  towards  Lagny  ;  after 
having  planted  a  body  of  feledl  troops,  under 
an  officer  of  the  name  of  Bada,  in  certain  woody 
parts  of  the  hill,  to  fecure  his  retreat. 

The  King  in  the  mean  time  knew  nothing  of 
what  had  paffed  on  the  other  fide  of  the  hill 
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and  when  he  faw  the  marquis  de  Renti  depart* 
he  fent  a  detachment  after  him  to  attack  his 
rear,  and,  if  poffible,  to  difcover  the  duke’s  de- 
fign.  But  this  detachment  fell  unexpectedly 
among  the  Spanifh  troops  under  Balta  ;  and  a 
furious  rencounter  enfued,  which  continued 
with  various  fuccefs  till  night,  when  both  par¬ 
ties  retired  to  their  refpeftive  camps.  The 
King  remained  all  night  entirely  ignorant  of 
the  operations  of  the  enemy.  He  could  not 
fuppofe  that  Farnefe,  a  general  fo  diftinguifhed 
for  his  caution,  would  attempt  to  tranfport  his 
forces  over  the  Marne,  in  order  to  advance  to 
Paris,  on  the  other  fide  of  that  river,  while  fo 
ftrong  a  fortified  pafs  as  Lagny  lay  behind  him. 
And  it  was  ftill  more  difficult  to  believe,  that 
in  the  face  of  fuch  an  army  as  lay  ready  to  at¬ 
tack  him,  he  would  undertake  the  fiege  of 
Lagny,  efpecially  as  the  river  lay  between  him 
and  that  place.  It  was  the  laft  of  thefe  mea- 
fures,  however,  on  which  the  duke  of  Parma 
had  refolved  ;  and  all  his  movements  on  the 
day  before  had  been  made  in  order  to  infui;e 
fuccefs.  Next  morning  the  King  received  in¬ 
telligence  of  his  defign,  but  he  had  the  morti¬ 
fication  to  perceive  that  it  was  beyond  his 
power  to  prevent  him  from  carrying  it  into  exe¬ 
cution.  On  each  hand  he  was  perplexed  with 
infurmountable  difficulties.  The  fortifications 
of  the  Spanifh  army  were  already  fo  complete, 

that 
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that  he  could  not  attach  them  with  the  fmalleft 
hopes  of  fuccefs.  If  he  fhould  remain  where  he 
was,  Lagny  would  certainly  be  loft,  and  thereby 
a  paflage  to  Paris  opened  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
river;  and  if  he  fhould  tranfport  his  army,  in 
order  to  fave  Lagny,  the  duke  would  then  be  at 
liberty  to  march  direCtly  by  the  road  on  this  fide 
to  the  relief  of  the  befieged. 

There  was  no  other  expedient  in  his  power, 
but,  while  he  remained  in  his  prefent  fituation, 
to  fend  reinforcements  from  time  to  time  to  the 
garrifon  of  Lagny. 

The  duke  of  Parma  meanwhile  pufhed  for-  He  takes 
ward  the  fiege  of  that  place  with  the  utmoft  Lagny* 
celerity  and  vigour ;  having,  as  already  men¬ 
tioned,  planted  a  battery  on  this  fide  of  the  river, 
he  opened  it  next  morning,  and  foon  laid  a 
great  part  of  the  wall  in  ruins.  The  garrifon, 
however,  ftill  believed  themfelves  to  be  fecure, 
as  the  river  was  between  them  and  the  enemy ; 
but  the  duke  had  thrown  a  bridge  of  boats  over 
it  fome  miles  above  the  town,  and  had  already 
tranfported  feveral  thoufands  of  his  braveft 
troops.  Thefe  troops  were  ready  to  mount  the 
breach  as  foon  as  it  was  made  practicable.  In 
the  firft  affault  they  were  repulfed  with  great 
bravery  by  the  garrifon,  but  an  error  in  mili¬ 
tary  difcipline,  committed  by  La-fin,  the  go¬ 
vernor, 
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vernor,  quickly  decided  the  fate  of  Lagny.  Jn- 
flead  of  relieving  thofe  who  li3d  fu  flamed  the 
firft  affault,  by  changing  them  file  by  file,  ac¬ 
cording  to  an  eftablifhed.  rule  in  the  defence 
of  places,  he  attempted  to  do  it  all  at  once, 
and  thereby  threw  his  men  into  confufion. 
This  blunder  was  perceived  by  the  affailants, 
who  returned  inilantly  to  the  charge  with  re¬ 
doubled  fury,  and  after  taking  La-fin  himfelf 
prifoner,  put  mofi  of  the  garrifon  to  the  fword, 
while  the  King  flood  a  forrowful  fpeclator  of 
the  lofs  of  the  place,  and  the  daughter  of  his 
troops. 

♦ 

After  the  taking  of  Lagny,  no  other  ob- 
flacle  remained  to  prevent  the  Spaniards  from 
approaching  Pans  on  that  fide  of  the  river, 
but  the  garrifons  at  the  bridges  of  St.  Maur 
and  Charenton.  Thefe  were  eafily  overcome, 
and  the  convoys  with  provifions  advanced  with¬ 
out  moleflation  to  the  gates  of  the  city.  The 
joy  of  the  Parifians  on  this  occafion  may  be 
more  eafily  imagined  than  defcribed ;  they 
poured  forth  in  multitudes  to  receive  that  food 
of  which  they  flood  fo  much  in  need,  and  every 
tongue  celebrated  in  the  highefl  ftrains  the 
praifes  of  their  deliverer. 

No  penon  admired  more  that  dexterity  by 
which  the  duke  of  Parma  had  accomplifhed  his 

defign. 
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defign,  than  the  King  himfelf;  but  his  gene¬ 
rous  fpirit  was  feverely  mortified,  and  he  had 
the  greater  reafon  for  the  chagrin  which  he  felt 
on  this  occafion ;  becaufe  if,  inftead  of  en¬ 
camping  his  army  at  Chelles,  he  had  followed 
the  counfel  of  the  wife  La  Noue,  and  advanced 
as  far  as  Claye,  Lagny  might  have  been  faved, 
and  the  Spanifh  army  fo  long  retarded,  that  the 
Parifians  muff  have  thrown  themfelves  upon  his 
mercy. 

Henry’s  uneafinefs  was  greatly  augmented 
when  he  confidered,  that  at  prefent  it  was  iin- 
pofiible  for  him  by  any  bold  decifive  ftroke  to 
retrieve  his  error.  He  knew  it  to  be  vain  to 
entertain  the  hopes  of  forcing  the  duke  of 
Parma,  now  when  the  end  of  his  expedition  was 
accomplifhed,  to  expofe  his  troops  to  the  rifle 
of  a  battle.  His  own  army  was  greatly  weak¬ 
ened  by  ficknefs,  and  the  fatigues  of  a  long 
campaign.  All  the  country  round  being  laid 
wafte,  he  began  to  feel  a  fcarcity  of  provifions ; 
his  exchequer  was  exhaufted,  and  many  of  his 
nobility  and  gentry,  who  ferved  at  their  own 
expence,  having  no  farther  expectations  this 
feafon  of  either  fubduing  Paris,  or  compelling 
the  enemy  to  engage,  were  impatient  to  depart. 
Determined  by  thefe  motives,  he  retired  to  St.  He  difbands 
Dennis,  and  having  diibanded  the  greateft  part  his  aImy' 
pf  his  forces,  he  fent  the  nobility  to  provide 

for 
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s  o  o  k  for  the  fecurity  of  the  feveral  provinces  in  which 

XXII  •  •  J  1 

their  intereft  lay,  retaining  only  a  flying  army 

,59°*  of  his  bell  troops,  with  which  he  intended 
during  the  winter  to  check  the  progrefs  of  the 
enemy. 


siegc'of  This  little  army  was  not  fo  formidable  as  to 
Cortes!,  prevent  the  duke  of  Parma  from  undertaking 

whatever  enterprise  he  fhould  incline.  At  the 
defire  of  Mayenne,  and  the  other  heads  of  the 
league,  he  laid  fiege  to  Corbeil ;  and,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  moll  obftinate  relillance,  he  took 
it  by  aflault,  but  not  till  he  had  fpent  many  days 
in  the  fiege,  and  loll;  a  great  number  of  men. 


Being  defirous  to  preferve  in  his  own  hands 
an  acquifition  which  had  coft  him  fo  dear,  he  pro- 
pofed  to  the  leaders  of  the  league  to  put  in  Cor¬ 
beil  a  garrifon  of  his  Walloon  or  Italian  forces. 
By  this  propofal,  perhaps,  he  meant  only  to  make 
trial  of  their  difpofition  towards  the  Catholic 
king ;  or,  confidering  how  averfe  he  himfelf 
had  ever  been  to  his  prefent  expedition,  he  in¬ 
tended  to  make  Philip  fenfible  of  the  difficulty 
of  deriving  any  fubftantial  advantage  from  tak¬ 
ing  fo  deep  an  intereft  in  the  affairs  of  France. 

Whatever  was  his  motive,  Mayenne  and 
the  other  leaders  declined  contenting  to  his 
propofal,  and  in  their  refufal  gave  him  a  clear 
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difcovery  of  their  jealoufy  and  fufpicion.  This 
difcovery  confirmed  him  in  his  opinion,  that 
matters  were  far  from  being  ripe  for  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  Philip’s  defigns,  and  that  probably 
he  fhould  never  be  able  to  accomplifh  them  by 
any  other  means  than  by  protracting  the  war, 
till  the  ftrength  and  patience  of  the  contending 
narties  were  exhaufted.  This  plan  had,  as 
mentioned  above,  been  recommended  to  Phi¬ 
lip  by  the  duke  himfelf;  and  conformably  to 
it,  he  refolved,  fince  neither  party  was  in  im¬ 
mediate  danger  of  being  overpowered,  to  re¬ 
turn  to  the  Netherlands.  Other  motives  con¬ 
curred  in  determining  him  to  form  this  refo- 
lution  ;  the  inclemency  of  the  feafon,  the  fick- 
linefs  of  his  army,  the  want  of  money,  and  a 
fcarcity  of  provifions  ;  which  laft  was  fo  great, 
as  made  it  neceffary  for  him  fometimes  to  fuffer 
his  troops  to  plunder  the  inhabitants,  although 
he  forefaw  that  his  granting  this  permiflion  muft 
not  only  prove  prejudicial  to  his  difcipline,  but 
contribute  likewife  to  alienate  the  affeCtions  of 
the  people,  and  thereby  to  obftruCt  his  mailer’s 
views. 

,  \  _ ' 

The  Catholic  leaders,  who  had  expeCted  that 
he  would  have  remained  in  France  till  the 
King  was  totally  fubdued,  laboured  with  much 
importunity  to  divert  him  from  his  purpofe ; 
but  all  their  arguments  were  ineffectual.  The 
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ftate  of  affairs  in  the  Netherlands,  he  informed 
them,  rendered  his  return  indifpenfably  necef- 
fary,  but  he  would  fend  them  money,  and  leave 
fuch  a  number  of  troops  as  would  enable  them 
to  profecute  the  war.  Neither  the  money  d  nor 
troops e  which  he  promifed  were  anfwerable  to 
the  fanguine  expectations  which  they  had  formed. 
They  faw  that  Philip,  notwithflanding  the 
feeming  zeal  with  which  he  efpoufed  their 
caufe,  was  furely  actuated  by  fome  private  mo¬ 
tive  of  ambition ;  that  there  was  nothing  far¬ 
ther  from  his  intention  than  to  bring  the  war 
to  a  conclufion,  and  that  he  v/ould  never  con¬ 
tribute  effe&ually  to  their  gaining  a  victory 
over  their  enemies,  unlefs  he  himfelf  were  to 
reap  the  fruits  of  it.  They  found  it  neceffary 
however  to  conceal  their  fufpicions,  and  to  ac¬ 
cept  of  the  fcanty  fupply  of  money  and  troops 
which  the  duke  had  offered.  Farnefe  in  the 
mean  time  was  preparing  for  his  march  ;  and, 
as  he  could  not  doubt  that  Henry  would  give 
him  all  the  annoyance  in  his  power,  he  em¬ 
ployed  the  fame  precautions  as  he  had  done 
formerly  when  he  left  the  Netherlands.  Hav¬ 
ing  drawn  up  his  army  in  four  divifions,  he 
marched  always  in  the  order  of  battle :  the 
country  through  which  he  paffed  was  diligently 
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reconnoitred  by  the  light  horfe,  and  his  camp  book 
was  every  evening  fecured  by  ftrong  intrench-  .  f-  - jj, 
ments.  r59o- 

Notwithstanding  thefe  precaudons,  the  The  duke 
King  was  determined  not  to  fuffer  him  to  re-  .!hlUNetha-- 
turn  unmolefted.  "With  this  intention  he  had  landi' 
brought  a  feledt  body  of  troops  to  Compeigne, 
near  the  borders  of  Picardy,  and  he  fet  out 
with  them  from  that  place,  as  foon  as  he  got 
information  of  the  enemy’s  route,  inflamed 
with  the  defire  of  taking  vengeance  for  the  in¬ 
juries  he  had  received.  Henry  had  full  fcope 
in  the  prefent  fcene  of  aftion  for  his  wonted 
bravery  and  vigilance,  nor  did  he  fuffer  any 
opportunity  to  efcape  of  exerting  thefe  quarries 
with  fignal  damage  to  the  enemy.  Hovering 
perpetually  round  them,  he  attacked  them 
fomedmes  in  the  front,  when  they  leafb  expefted 
it,  fomedmes  in  the  flank,  and  fometimes  in 
the  rear,  giving  them  no  refpite  night  or  day, 
and  filling  their  minds  with  continual  appre- 
henfions  and  alarms. 

'  f  / 

No  general  could  have  made  greater  efforts 
with  fo  fmall  a  force ;  and  if  the  Spaniards  had 
been  commanded  by  a  general  lefs  difbinguifh- 
ed  than  the  duke  of  Parma  for  prudence  and 
circumfpecdon,  it  is  impoflible,  confidering 
the  length  of  their  march,  the  badnefs  of  their 
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book  roads,  and  the  feafon  of  the  year,  but  they  mufl 
have  been  often  thrown  into  confufion,  and  the 
jjo0*  greater  part  of  them  deftroyed.  But  the  duke’s 
vigilance  was  not  inferior  to  the  a,&ivity  of  the 
King ;  while  he  was  perpetually  on  his  guard, 
and  ever  ready  to  aflift  whatever  part  of  his 
army  was  attacked,  he  fuffered  no  provocation 
to  divert  him  from  the  profecution  of  his  march  j 
and  at  laft  he  brought  his  troops,  though  not 
without  confiderable  lofs,  yet  in  good  order, 
into  the  province  of  Hainaultf. 

f  D’Avila,  lib.  xi.  Bentivoglio,  part  ii.  lib.  v,  Thuanus, 
lib.  xcix.  fed.  vi.  and  vii. 
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P  A  It  T  II. 

THE  duke  of  Parma,  on  his  return  to  the  book 

XXII. 

Netherlands,  found  that  all  the  unhappy  > — _ 
confequences  which  he  foretold  had  arifen  from  I59°‘ 
his  abfence.  Having  drained  his  finances  by 
the  French  expedition,  many  of  the  troops  left  Coumries’ 
in  the  Low  Countries  had  mutinied  on  account 
of  their  want  of  pay.  The  forces  of  the  con¬ 
federated  Hates  had  over-run  the  fertile  pro¬ 
vinces  of  Brabant,  and  Flanders ;  and  prince 
Maurice,  having  made  himfelf  mailer  of  a  great 
number  of  the  fmaller  towns  upon  the  frontier, 
had  paved  the  way  for  future  conquelts. 

These  misfortunes  gave  the  duke  of  Parma 
the  greater  uneafinefs,  as  he  had  little  profpeft 
of  being  able  foon  either  to  retrieve  his  Ioffes 
or  to  make  reprifals  on  the  enemy.  Finding 
by  his  inftru&ions  from  the  court  of  Spain,  that 
Philip  was  as  much  intoxicated  as  ever  with 
his  ambitious  views  in  France,  he  was  obliged  s 
to  llation  the  greateft  part  of  his  troops  in  the 
provinces  of  Artois  and  Hainault,  where  they 
might  be  ready  to  march,  if  neceffary,  to  the  - 
dhftance  of  the  league.  And  thus  feveral  of 
the  moll  important  towns  which  lay  next  to 
Vol.  III.  O  the 
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the  revolted  provinces,  being  badly  furnifhed 
with  garrifons  to  defend  them,  were  expofed  an 
eafy  prey  to  the  enemy.  The  confederates  were 
too  fagacious  not  to  difcern  the  advantage 
which  was  thus  prefented  to  them  :  and  whereas 
they  had,  till  lately,  been  fatisfied  with  de¬ 
fending  their  frontier,  which  they  had  done 
with  much  anxiety,  and  often  without  fuccefs  ; 
they  now  took  courage  from  the  diffractions  in 
which  Philip’s  prepofterous  ambition  had  in¬ 
volved  him,  and  refolved  to  exert  themfelves 
with  vigour  in  carrying  on  an  offenfive  war. 


Zutphen, 


The  year  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and 
ninety-one  had  juft  begun,  when  colonel  Nor¬ 
ris  led  out  the  gartifon  of  Oftend,  which  had 
been  reinforced  by  troops  from  England  ;  and 
having  taken  the  fort  of  Blackemberg,  between 
Oftend  and  Sluys,  he  laid  a  great  part  of  Flan¬ 
ders  open  to  his  incurfions.  Soon  afterwards 
another  party  of  the  forces  of  the  States  fur- 
prifed  the  forts  of  Turnhout  and  Wefterlo,  in 
Brabant.  But  thefe  conquefts  were  inconfi- 
derable,  when  compared  with  thofe  of  prince 
Maurice,  who,  having  put  his  troops  in  mo¬ 
tion  as  early  as  the  feafon  would  permit, 
opened  the  campaign  with  the  fiege  of  Zut¬ 
phen,  and  foon  compelled  the  garrifon  to  fur- 
render. 
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From  this  place  he  led  his  army  againft  book 

Deventer,  a  town  of  Hill  greater  importance  < _ _ ilJ 

than  Zutphen.  Deventer  had  been,  as  above  *59r- 

•  •  •  and  De- 

related,  betrayed  to  the  Spaniards  by  Sir  Wil-  venter, 
liam  Stanley ;  and  Maurice  was  earneftly  foli- 
cited  to  undertake  the  liege  of  it,  at  this  time* 
by  colonel  Vere,  who  was  fired  with  the  ge* 
nerous  ambition  of  wiping  out  the  reproach 
which  Stanley’s  treachery  had  brought  upon 
his  countrymen.  Vere  difplayed  in  this  fiege 
all  that  bravery  and  conduct,  for  which  he  is 
fo  highly  celebrated  by  the  cotemporary  hifto- 
rians  ;  and  next  to  Maurice,  who  conduced 
the  attack  with  confummate  prudence,  he  prin¬ 
cipally  contributed  to  the  redu&ion  of  the  place. 

It  was  vigoroully  defended  by  the  count  de 
i  Berg,  coulin-german  to  the  prince ;  but  the 
count  being  grievoully  wounded,  and  the  wall 
on  that  fide  where  Vere  commanded  laid  in 
<ruins,  the  garrifon  capitulated  in  a  few  days  iothjune. 
after  opening  the  trenches*  and  the  inhabitants 
'returned  under  obedience  to  the  States s. 

The  duke  of  Parma  in  the  mean  time  laid 
fiege  to  the  fort  of  Knotzenberg,  which  Mau¬ 
rice  had  built  in  the  end  of  the  preceding 
year.  By  this  fort,  the  confederates  commanded 
the  navigation  of  the  river,  and  gave  fuch  an- 


s  Vide  Bentivoglio,  p.  350.  Grotius,  p.  145. 
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book,  noyance  to  Nimeguen,  as  made  the  duke  ex- 

- - - tremely  uneafy  about  the  fate  of  that  important 

city.  In  order  to  conceal  his  defign,  he  directed 
his  march  firft  towards  the  fort  of  Schenck. 
But  Maurice  was  not  deceived  by  this  feint, 
and  had  taken  care  to  ftrengthen  the  garrifon 
of  Knotzenberg  with  an  addition  of  fome  chofen 
troops. 

He  defeats  The  duke  therefore  met  with  the  mofl  vi- 
horfefJ  11  gorous  refiftance,  and  loft  a  great  number  of 

his  men ;  ftill,  however,  he  perftfted  in  the 
ftege.  Maurice,  dreading  his  fuccefs,  relin- 
quilhed  a  fcheme  which  he  had  formed  for  the 
reduction  of  Groningen,  and  having  palled  the 
Waal,  he  pitched  his  camp  wdthin  fight  of  the 
enemy.  As  he  did  not  polfefs  fufficient  force 
to  attack  their  lines,  he  intended  only  to  en¬ 
courage  the  garrifon  by  his  prefence,  or  to 
ftraiten  the  duke’s  quarters,  and  to  intercept 
his  convoys.  Many  fkirmilhes  palfed  with  va¬ 
rious  fuccefs,  till  Maurice  at  length  found  an 
opportunity  of  putting  in  praftice  the  following 
ftratagem :  having  planted  an  ambufh  of  his 
braveft  troops,  he  marched  up  to  the  enemy’s 
camp,  attended  by  count  Solmes  and  colonel 
Vere,  at  the  head  of  fome  companies  of  horfe. 
The  duke,  lefs  circunifpect  and  cautious  on 
this  occalion  than  ufual,  fent  out  ten  companies 
of  Spanilh  and  Italian  horfe  to  attack  him.  A 

fierce 
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fierce  rencounter  enfued.  Agreeably  to  orders, 
the  prince’s  troops  foon  turned  their  backs  and 
fled.  The  royalifts  purfued  with  ardour,  till 
they  had  paffed  a  narrow  defile  and  a  bridge, 
when  Maurice  returned  fuddenly  to  the  charge, 
and  the  foldiers  in  ambufh  pouring  in  upon 
them  from  both  Tides,  their  return  to  the  camp 
was  intercepted,  and  almoft  all  of  them  were 
put  to  the  fword  or  taken  prifoners. 

This  difafter  affli&ed  the  duke  of  Parma  in 
the  moft  fenfible  manner  ;  a  great  number  of  the 
officers  who  fell  were  his  countrymen,  many  of 
whom  were  perfons  of  rank,  in  whofe  fortune 
he  was  particularly  interefted.  He  perceived 
that,  if  he  remained  in  his  prefent  fituation,  he 
muft  find  it  extremely  difficult,  from  the  dimi¬ 
nution  of  his  cavalry,  to  fupply  his  army  with 
provifions,  and  he  had  not  as  yet  made  any  con- 
fiderable  progrefs  in  the  fiege. 

He  would  (till  however  have  profecuted  his 
enterprife,  if  he  had  not  been  obliged  to  defifl 
from  it  by  orders  which  he  received  from  Phi¬ 
lip,  to  aft  only  on  the  defenfive  in  the  Nether¬ 
lands,  and  to  fpare  his  troops  as  much  as  pof. 
fible  for  another  expedition  into  France.  Mau¬ 
rice  hoped  to  have  gained  fome  advantage  over 
Farnefe  in  his  retreat  from  Knotzenberg  ;  but 
both  in  this,  and  in  his  paffage  over  the  Waal, 
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fuch  wife  precautions  were  employed,  as  ren¬ 
dered  it  impoflible  for  the  prince  to  annoy  him  ; 
while  they  filled  that  young  hero  with  the  highefl 
admiration  of  the  duke  of  Parma’s  fkill,  and 
furnifhed  him  with  important  leffons  in  the 
military  art,  which  he  put  in  practice  on  many 
occafions  afterwards  with  fignal  glory  and  fuc- 
cefs. 

Having  parted  the  river,  and  put  his  troops 
in  fafety,  the  duke  ordered  new  levies  to  be 
made  in  Germany,  Burgundy,  and  the  fouthern 
provinces  of  the  Netherlands  ;  after  which,  he 
went,  on  account  of  his  indifpofition,  to  drink 
the  waters  at  Spa.  He  had  no  fooner  fet  out, 
than  prince  Maurice,  having  embarked  four 
thoufand  foot  and  fix  hundred  horfe,  made  a 
fudden  defcent  on  that  part  of  Flanders  called 
the  county  of  Waes,  and  inverted  the  town  of 
Hulft.  Mondragone,  the  governor  of  Ant¬ 
werp,  loft  no  time  in  drawing  together  fuch 
forces  as  were  ftationed  in  the  neighbouring 
places,  with  an  intention  to  raife  the  fiege. 
But  Maurice  having  pierced  the  dykes,  had  laid 
the  country  under  water,  and  rendered  it  im- 
poftlble  for  Mondragone  to  approach.  Agree¬ 
ably  to  the  intelligence  which  had  induced  thej 
prince  to  engage  in  his  prefent  enterprife,  the 
garrifon  of  Hulft  was  weak,  and  they  were 
badly  furnifhed  both  with  provilions  and  mili¬ 
tary 
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f ary  {lores.  Their  defence  therefore  was  fpirit-  book 
lefs  and  feeble,  and  they  foon  agreed  to  a  fur, 
render.  r59li 

From  Huld,  Maurice  returned  unexpectedly  andNime- 
to  Knotzenberg  ;  and  as  there  was  no  Spanifh  " en’ 
army  near,  he  threw  a  bridge  over  the  Waal, 
and  laid  fiege  to  Nimeguen.  The  garrifon, 
confiding  of  Germans  and  Walloons,  made 
feveral  fallies  to  retard  his  approach  :  and,  if 
they  had  been  feconded  by  the  townfmen,  the 
reduction  of  a  place  of  fo  great  extent  and 
flrength  as  Nimeguen,  mud  have  detained  him 
long.  But  he  had  for  fome  time  pad  held  a 
fecret  correfpondence  with  fome  of  the  principal 
inhabitants,  and  the  people  in  general  were  ex¬ 
tremely  difaffeCted  to  the  Spanifh  government. 

They  took  courage  now,  when  Maurice  was 
at  hand  to  fupport  them,  and  having  rifen 
tumultuoufly,  required  the  garrifon,  in  the  mod 
,  peremptory  manner,  to  put  an  end  to  their 

,  calamities  by  a  furrender  of  the  town.  The 

garrifon,  confcious  of  their  inability  to  redd 
both  the  citizens  and  the  enemy,  complied 
with  their  requed ;  and  Maurice  was  received 
,  by  them  rather  as  their  deliverer  from  davery, 
than  as  a  conqueror  by  whofe  arms  they  had 
been  fubdued.  They  were  admitted  to  the  fame 
privileges  as  the  other  towns  of  the  confederacy  ; 

O  4  and 
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and  although  the  adminiftration  was  put  into 
the  hands  of  the  Protedants,  yet  no  punifhment 
was  inflicted  on  any  of  the  Catholics,  by  whom 
the  city  had  been  kept  fo  long  under  the  Spanifh 
government. 

After,  this  important  acquifltion,  Maurice 
fet  out  for  the  Hague,  and  received  there  the 
mod  flattering  teftimonies  of  gratitude,  attach¬ 
ment,  and  refped.  The  prudence  with  which 
his  enterprifes  had  been  concerted,  and  the 
celerity  and  vigour  with  which  he  had  carried 
them  into  execution,  filled  all  Europe  with  his 
renown,  and  gave  his  countrymen  the  mod 
fanguine  hopes  of  future  profperfiy  and  fuc- 
cefs. 

state  of  the  Their  condition  was  extremely  different  at 
this  period  from  what  it  had  ever  been  fince  the 
confederacy  had  been  formed  :  till  lately  they 
had  experienced  an  uninterrupted  courfe  of  ca¬ 
lamities  ;  they  had  been  perpetually  didurbed 
with  intefline  broils,  and  had  lived  under  con¬ 
tinual  anxiety,  occafioned  partly  by  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  their  a&ive  enterprifing  enemy, 
and  partly  by  the  perfidious  defigns  of  thofe 
whom  they  had  intruded  with  the  reins  of 
government.  But  their  domedic  diffenfions 
were  now  compofed  ;  the  enemy  was  removed 
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to  a  greater  diftance,  and  their  frontier  was  book 
formed  either  by  towns  ftrongly  fortified,  or 
by  navigable  rivers,  in  which  they  could  avail  *59T- 
themfelves  of  the  fuperiority  of  their  naval 
force.  They  were  no  longer  difquieted  by  fuf- 
picions  of  the  fidelity  of  their  governors  ;  and 
the  lofs  wTich  they  had  differed  by  the  death 
of  the  prince  of  Orange,  was  compenfated  by 
the  extraordinary  merit  of  his  fon. 

But  there  was  nothing  which  contributed  fo  French  *f- 
much  to  infpire  them  with  their  prefent  hopes,  fiUrs* 
as  their  knowledge  of  Philip’s  attention  being 
(till  as  much  engroffed  as  ever  with  the  affairs 
of  France.  In  profecution  of  his  plan  for  ac¬ 
quiring  the  fovereignty  of  that  kingdom,  by 
fomenting  the  war,  he  had,  after  the  duke  of 
Parma  railed  the  fiege  of  Paris,  afforded  thfe 
leaders  of  the  league  only  fuch  aflifiance  as 
was  neceffary  to  fave  them  from  being  over¬ 
whelmed.  Their  power  was  at  this  time  ex¬ 
ceedingly  reduced,  while  that  of  the  King  had 
received  a  proportional  augmentation.  By  his 
bravery  and  good  conduct,  joined  to  his  cle¬ 
mency  and  moderation,  Henry  had  allured 
great  numbers  of  his  rebellious  fubjedls  to  their 
duty  ;  and  had,  at  the  fame  time,  engaged  the 
Proteftants  in  Germany,  and  the  queen  of  Eng¬ 
land,  to  intereft  themfelves  more  deeply  than 
ever  in  his  caufe.  For  feveral  months  pail:  he 
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had  been  abfolute  mailer  of  the  field,  and  he 
had  lately  begun  the  fiege  of  Rouen,  with  an 
army  amounting  nearly  to  thirty  thoufand  horfe 
and  foot.  Both  the  town  and  garrifon  were 
commanded  by  the  Sieur  de  Villars,  who  dif- 
played  the  higheil  degree  of  intrepidity,  vigi¬ 
lance,  and  fkill  in  the  defence.  But  there  was 
little  probability  of  his  being  able  to  defend 
it  long  againil  fo  powerful  an  army,  whofe  ope¬ 
rations  were  conduced  by  fo  great  a  mailer  in 
the  art  of  war. 

The  duke  de  Mayenne,  and  other  Catholic 
leaders,  dreaded  that  the  reduction  of  fo  im¬ 
portant  a  place  as  Rouen  would  prove  fatal  to 
their  party,  and  they  had  exerted  themfelves 
ilrenuoully  to  relieve  it ;  but  having  no  army, 
with  which  they  could  venture  to  enter  the  lifts 
with  the  King,  they  had  recourfe  as  formerly  to 
Philip,  and  fpared  no  pains  to  convince  him, 
that  if  he  did  not  fpeedily  interpofe,  Rouen, 
and  all  the  other  towns  in  their  poffeftion,  muft 
ere  long  fubmit  to  the  King’s  victorious  arms. 
They  were  feconded  in  their  application  by  the 
Spanifti  minifters  in  France ;  and  in  confe- 
quence  of  inftrudtions  fent  from  Madrid  to  the 
duke  of  Parma,  that  general,  after  his  return 
from  Spa,  had  been  entirely  occupied  in  pre¬ 
paring  to  lead  his  army  a  fecond  time  to  the 
affiftance  of  the  league, 

'  His 
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His  preparations  were  finifhed  about  the  book 
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middle  of  December,  and  on  the  21ft:  of  that  - _ 

month  he  began  his  march,  taking  the  fame  IS9I- 

•  •  «  •  1*  •  tt  Duk.c  of 

precautions  as  in  his  tormer  expedition.  Jrie  parma’s  fe- 

was  joined  by  the  duke  de  Mayenne  in  the  dhlonTmo" 

province  of  Picardy,  and  his  army,  after  the  France, 

reinforcement  brought  him  by  the  duke,  amount¬ 
ed  to  five-and-twenty  thoufand  foot  and  fix  thou- 
fand  horfe. 

As,  in  order  to  preferve  his  troops  frefli  and 
vigorous,  he  marched  only  a  few  miles  each 
day,  it  was  near  the  end  of  January  before  he 
reached  the  province  of  Normandy.  At  that 
time  the  fiege  of  Rouen  was  far  advanced,  and 
the  garrifon  was  reduced  to  the  laft  extremity. 

When  the  King  therefore  heard  of  the  duke  of 
Parma’s  approach,  he  could  not  refolve  to  re- 
linquilh  his  enterprife  ;  but  he  left  his  infantry 
to  profecute  the  fiege,  and  advanced  towards 
the  duke  with  his  cavalry,  in  hopes  that,  by 
harafling  and  retarding  him  on  his  march,  the 
garrifon  would  be  obliged  to  capitulate  before  he 
could  arrive. 

By  his  vigilance,  intrepidity,  and  quick  dif-  Danger  of 
cernment,  Henry  was  admirably  fitted  for  the  “tUSe. 
bold  and  dangerous  enterprife  in  which  he  was 
now  engaged}  but  his  impetuous  courage  was  not 
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o  k  always  under  the  government  of  prudence,  and 
betrayed  him  fometim.es  into  rafh  and  defperate 
1531  •  attempts,  more  becoming  an  officer  of  inferior 
rank,  than  a  general  or  a  king.  Of  this  he 
gave  a  linking  proof  in  his  conduCl  on  the  pre- 
fent  occafion.  Having  advanced  before  the 
reft  of  the  cavalry  with  three  or  four  hundred 
horfe,  he  met,  unexpectedly  near  the  town  of 
Aumale,  with  the  forerunners  of  the  duke  of 
Parma’s  army,  and  he  repulfed  them  with  little 
difficulty ;  but  although  the  whole  Spanifh  army 
was  in  fight,  he  would  not  retire  till  he  had 
taken  a  view  of  the  order  of  their  march,  nor 
even  after  he  faw  the  duke’s  light  horfe  ad¬ 
vancing  towards  him.  With  thefe  likewife  he 
encountered,  and  fought  long  and  defperately, 
till  many  of  his  troops  had  fallen  by  his  fide, 
and  he  himfelf  was  wounded.  Had  not  the  duke, 
of  Parma  fufpefted  an  ambufcade,  he  might 
eafily  have  cut  off  the  King’s  retreat.  Pie  was 
urged  by  Mayenne  to  fend  forward  more  troops 
for  that  purpofe,  but  he  refufed  to  comply  with 
the  duke’s  requeft  ;  and  when  he  was  afterwards 
reminded  of  the  opportunity  which  he  had  loft, 
he  replied,  that  he  could  not  reproach  himfelf 
for  his  conduft,  as  he  fuppofed,  that,  in  the 
king  of  Navarre,  he  had  a  great  general  to 
contend  with,  and  not  merely  the  captain  of  a 
troop  of  horfe. 

Henry 
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Henry  was  no  fooner  able,  after  his  wound,  book 
to  get  on  horfeback,  than  he  refumed  his  firft  . — Lj 
defign  of  annoying  the  enemy  on  their  march  ;  ,S9I- 

and  this  he  did  with  more  circumfpe&ion  than 
before,  but  with  fuch  indefatigable  vigour  and 
aftivity,  as  kept  the  duke  of  Parma  in  perpe¬ 
tual  alarms.  Several  warm  rencounters  palled, 
in  which  the  fuccefs  was  various.  The  duke’s 
vigilance,  and  the  perfect  difcipline  which  he 
maintained,  prefer ved  his  army  from  fuftaining 
any  great  calamity.  His  march  how?ver  was 
confiderably  retarded,  and  there  was  much  rea- 
fon  to  apprehend,  that  the  befieged  would  be 
compelled  to  furrender  before  he  could  advance 
to  their  relief. 

'  f  s 

Nothing  lefs  than  the  intrepidity  and  Ikill  Spirited 
of  Villars  could  have  protra&ed  the  fiege  to  fo  yiiurs. 
great  a  length.  This  brave  man,  far  from 
having  any  thoughts  of  capitulating,  ‘  afpired 
to  the  glory  of  raifing  the  fiege  without  the 
afliftance  of  the  Spaniards.  With  this  view 
he ,  refolved  to  take  advantage  of  the  ab- 
fence  of  the  King,  and  to  exert  at  once  his 
whole  force  in  an  attack  on  the  befiegers. 

Never  was  attack  conduced  with  more  intrepi¬ 
dity  and  vigour.  Great  numbers  of  the  rcy- 
alills  were  put  to  the  fword  ;  the  marfnai  de 
Biron,  their  commander  in  chief,  was  wounded  ; 
their  trenches  were  filled  up  many  of  their 
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cannon  were  fpiked,  or  buried  in  the  ditch ; 
and  their  llores  of  provifion  and  ammunition 
were  either  carried  into  the  town  or  deftroyed. 
Villars  was  at  laft  repulfed,  and  obliged  to  re¬ 
tire  within  the  walls  ;  but  not  till  the  enemy- 
had  fuffered  fo  much  lofs  by  the  deftru&ion  of 
their  works  and  {lores,  that  he  expelled  to  be 
able  to  defend  the  town  for  feveral  months 
longer,  if  his  garrifon  were  reinforced. 

Of  this  happy  change  in  his  fituation,  Villars 
gave  immediate  notice  to  the  duke  of  Parma, 
and  advifed  him  to  turn  his  arms  to  fome  other 
quarter,  where  they  might  be  employed  with 
greater  advantage  to  the  common  caufe.  It 
was  fufpe&ed,  that  vanity  had  confiderable 
influence  in  prompting  Villars  to  give  this  ad¬ 
vice.  The  duke  was  within  two  days’  march  of 
Rouen  when  he  received  it,  and  he  immediately 
called  a  council  of  war  to  confider  of  whaf  was 
proper  to  be  done. 

i  ' 

He  was  himfelf  of  opinion,  that  he  ought 
flill  to  purfue  his  march,  in  order  to  attack  the 
enemy  before  they  had  recovered  from  their 
confufion;  and  he  obferved,  that  if  he  Ihould 
only  fend  a  reinforcement  to  the  garrifon,  as 
the  governor  had  defired,  the  king  of  Navarre 
would  inftantly  renew  the  operations  of  the 
fiege,  and  probably  exert  himfelf  with  greater 

vigour 
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vigour  than  before.  But  the  duke  de  Mayenne 
and  the  other  French  nobility,  lefs  bold  on  this 
occafion  than  the  duke  of  Parma,  reprefented, 
that,  notwithftanding  the  difafter  which  had  be¬ 
fallen  the  royalifts,  it  would  be  extremely  dan¬ 
gerous  to  attack  them  in  their  intrenchments 
whilft  their  cavalry  were  -  fo  numerous  ;  that 
when  the  nobility,  who  ferved  without  pay, 
and  were  already  impatient  under  the  length  of 
the  fiege,  and  the  rigour  of  the  feafon,  faw 
that  there  was  no  profpeCt  of  a  battle,  they 
would  leave  the  camp,  and  retire  to  their  re- 
fpeCtive  homes  ;  that  the  duke  might  then  attack 
the  King  with  the  highefb  probability  of  fuccefs  ; 
and  that  till  then  the  troops  might  either  be 
employed  in  fame  other  enterprife,  or  conduced 
to  winter-quarters,  whence  they  might  ilfue 
forth  frelh  and  vigorous,  when  a  more  advan¬ 
tageous  feafon  for  action  fhould  arrive.  Whe¬ 
ther  Mayenne  fpoke  from  conviction  on  this 
occafion,  or  from  his  dread  of  the  duke  of 
Parma’s  acquiring  too  great  a  fuperiority 
over  the  King,  is  doubtful.  Farnefe  was  not 
entirely  fatisfied  with  his  reafoning,  and  could 
not  approve  of  a  refolution  to  negleCt  one 
favourable  opportunity,  on  account  of  the  un¬ 
certain  expectation  of  another.  But  as  the 
propofal  was  perfectly  confident  with  his  plan 
af  protracting  the  war,  he  complied  with  it ; 
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Bxx?i K  and’  havinS  fent  hundred  feleCl  troops  to 
— reinforce  the  garrifon  of  Rouen,  he  led  his 
*591-  army  back  to  Picardy,  and  inverted  the  town 
of  St.  Efprit  de  Rue. 


He  had  no  fooner  fet  out,  than  the  King 
applied  himfelf  with  the  utmoft  diligence  to  the 
profecution  of  the  fiege  of  Rouen  ;  and  as  he 
received  at  this  time  a  feafonable  fupply  of 
cannon  and  ammunition  from  the  States  of 
Holland,  he  was  enabled  to  carry  on  his  ope¬ 
rations  with  greater  fuccefs  than  ever. 


The  fiege  In  a  few  weeks  the  garrifon  was  again  re- 
raifed,ul  duced  to  the  moft  critical  fituation,  and  Villars, 
notwithftanding  the  confidence,  of  which  he 
had  lately  given  fo  ftrong  a  proof,  was 
obliged  to  let  the  duke  of  Parma  know,  that, 
if  he  did  not  return  to  his  relief  before  the 
twentieth  of  April,  he  would  find  it  necelfary 
to  give  up  the  town.  Mayenne  was  now  as  foli- 
citous  to  perfuade  the  duke  of  Parma  to  lead 
his  army  againft  the  King,  as  he  had  been  for¬ 
merly  relu&ant  and  averfe.  And  the  duke 
more  readily  yielded  to  his  dertre,  as  certain 
intelligence  had  been  received,  that,  agreeably 
to  Mayenne’s  prediction,  the  cavalry  in  the 
King’s  army  did  not  at  this  time  amount  to 
more  than  the  half  of  their  former  number. 
Having  drawn  off  his  troops  from  St.  Efprit 
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de  Rue,  he  fet  out  without  delay  for  Rouen, 
and  proceeded  with  fo  great  expedition,  that  he 
performed  the  fame  march  in  fix  days,  which 
had  formerly  coll  him  twenty. 

The  King  was  equally  difappointed  and  fur- 
prifed  when  he  heard  of  his  approach.  He 
dreaded  the  danger  to  which  his  army  would 
be  expofed,  if  he  remained  in  his  prefent  fitu- 
ation,  between  fo  brave  a  garrifon  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  Spanilh  army  on  the  other  ;  and 
he  would  have  gone  to  meet  the  duke  of  Par¬ 
ma  at  a  diftance  from  the  town  ;  but  finding, 
upon  an  accurate  review  of  his  troops,  that  they 
were  greatly  inferior  in  number  to  the  enemy, 
he  raifed  the  fiege,  after  it  had  lafted  five  April  20j 
months,  and  retired  to  Pont  de  P Arche,  with 
a  refolution  to  wait  there  for  a  return  of  his 
nobility.  The  duke  of  Parma  in  the  mean 

time  advanced  in  battle  array,  and  entered 

Rouen  in  a  kind  of  triumph.  From  Rouen  he 
led  his  army,  by  the  advice  of  Mayenne,  and  the 
other  leaders  of  the  league,  againft  Caudbec, 
which  it  was  thought  neceffary  to  reduce,  be¬ 
fore  the  deliverance  of  Rouen  could  be  deemed 
complete. 

In  taking  a  review  of  the  fortifications,  and  Duke  of 
marking  the  ground  for  batteries,  which  he  £™adedat 

did  as  on  other  occafions,  with  his  own  hand,  Caudbec- 
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he  received  a  wound  by  a  mulket-ball,  which 
entered  his  arm  a  little  below  the  elbow,  and 
pierced  downward  till  it  lodged  in  his  wrift. 
Without  any  change  in  his  voice  or  counte¬ 
nance,  he  continued  to  give  his  orders  as  before, 
nor  could  his  fon  and  the  other  by-ftanders 
perfuade  him  to  retire  till  he  had  inftrudted 
them  fully  in  his  defigns.  In  order  to  difcover 
the  courfe  of  the  ball,  his  furgeon  found  it  ne- 
ceflfary  to  make  three  dilferent  incifions ;  and 
the  pain  occafioned  by  thefe  and  the  wound 
brought  on  a  fever,  which  confined  him  to  his 
bed  for  feveral  days.  This  accident  had  almoft 
proved  fatal  to  his  army  and  to  the  league. 
The  fiege  of  Caudbec  was  conduced  agreeably 
to  his  diredtion,  and  was  foon  brought  to  a 
Conclufion ;  but  in  undertaking  this  fiege,  the 
duke  had  committed  the  only  confiderable 
blunder  which  we  meet  with  in  the  hiftory  of 
his  life.  Caudbec  lies  in  the  peninfula  of 
Caux,  which  is  formed  by  the  Seine  on  the 
weft,  and  the  fea  and  the  river  d’Eu,  or  Brefle, 
on  the  north  and  eaft.  As  the  King,  by  pof- 
fefling  the  towns  of  Eu,  Arques,  and  Dieppe, 
commanded  the  entrance  into  Caux  from  the 
eaft,  it  was  impoflible  for  the  army  of  the 
league  to  get  out  of  it,  but  either  by  crofting 
the  Seine,  or  returning  fouthward  the  fame 
road  by  which  they  had  entered  the  peninfula. 
In  this  way  they  might  have  efcaped,  if  they 
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had  attempted  it  in  time;  and  perhaps  they 
would  have  done  fo,  had  it  not  been  judged 
neceffary  for  the  general’s  recovery  that  he 
fhould  remain  for  feveral  days  at  Caudbec. 

The  King  quickly  perceived  the  advantage 
which  was  prefented  to  him,  and  exerted  him- 
felf  with  ardour  to  improve  it.  Having,  im¬ 
mediately  after  he  had  raifed  the  fiege  of  Rouen, 
difpatched  melfengers,  to  fummon  his  nobility 
to  return  to  his  camp,  they  had  obeyed  his 
fummons  with  their  wonted  alacrity ;  and  in  the 
fpace  of  a  few  days,  his  army  was  augmented 
to  feventeen  thoufand  foot,  and  between  feven 
and  eight  thoufand  horfe.  With  this  army 
he  left  Pont  de  1’ Arche  on  the  30th  of  April, 
and  arrived  on  the  fame  day  within  light  of 
the  enemy,  who  had  encamped  at  Yvetot,  which 
lies  at  the  diltance  of  three  or  four  miles  from, 
Caudbec. 

Henry’s  firft  care  was  to  fortify  his  camp  in, 
fuch  a  manner,  that  it  might  not  be  in  the 
power  of  the  enemy  to  compel  him  to  engage  ; 
and  his  next,  to  make  himfelf  mafter  of  all  the 
defiles  through  which  they  might  attempt  to 
force  their  paffage.  Many  hot  rencounters  hap¬ 
pened,  in  which  both  parties  gave  confpicuous 
proofs  of  prowefs  and  intrepidity.  The  royal- 
ifts  were  frequently  repulfed  from  their  fla- 
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tions,  and  much  blood  was  fpilt.  But  at  laft 
they  accomplifhed  their  defign,  and  hemmed 
in  the  enemy  fo  clofely  that  it  was  no  longer 
practicable  for  them  to  approach  to  the  outlet 
from  the  peninfula.  In  this  fituation  they  re¬ 
mained  a  fortnight.  Their  flock  of  provifions 
was  almoft  fpent,  and  Henry  began  to  indulge 
the  flattering  hope,  that  in  a  few  days  they  would 
lay  down  their  arms. 

Nothing  but  the  bold  inventive  genius  of 
the  duke  of  Parma  could  have  faved  them  from 
this  difgrace  :  he  had  erred  when  he  entered  the 
peninfula,  while  fo  vigilant  an  enemy  as  Henry 
was  fo  near.  Neither  the  importunity  of  the 
chiefs  of  the  league,  nor  his  ignorance  of  the 
country,  nor  the  hopes  of  finifhing  his  enter- 
prize  before  the  King  could  arrive,  are  entirely 
fufficient  to  juflify  his  conduft.  But  he  now 
fully  atoned  for  his  imprudence  in  expofmg  his 
troops  to  fo  great  a  rilk,  by  the  extraordinary 
capacity  and  vigour  which  he  exerted  in  their 
deliverance. 

As  foon  as  he  had  recovered  from  the  dif- 
trefs  occafioned  by  his  wound,  and  taken  a 
view  of  the  pofition  and  flrength  of  the  enemy, 
he  perceived  that  it  would  be  in  vain  to  attempt 
to  force  their  lines ;  and  confequently,  that 
there  was  no  other  way  by  which  he  could  fave 
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his  army  from  captivity  or  ruin,  but  by  tranf-  b^o K 
porting  it  over  the  river.  To  this  expedient  ■ 
he  refolved  to  have  recourfe,  and  he  commu-  1  so¬ 

nicated  his  defign  to  the  duke  de  Mayenne, 
and  fome  other  of  his  mod  experienced  officers, 
who  all  pronounced  it  to  be  impra&icable. 

They  knew  how  difficult  it  was  to  pafs  even 
the  mod  inconfiderable  river  in  fight  of  an 
enemy,  and  they  could  not  conceive  it  poffible 
for  an  army  fo  much  incumbered  with  artillery 
and  baggage,  to  pafs  fo  broad  a  river  as  the 
Seine  at  Caudbec,  when  not  only  a  powerful 
enemy,  fo  vigilant  as  the  King,  but  the  Dutch 
ffiips  of  war  likewife,  were  prepared  to  obdruct 
their  paffage. 

The  duke  was  fully  fenfible  of  all  the  dif¬ 
ficulties  with  which  his  enterprize  mud  be 
attended,  but  as  the  urgent  neceffity  of  his 
fituation  would  not  differ  him  to  relinquifh  it, 
he  perfided  in  his  refolution  of  attempting  to 
carry  it  into  execution. 

Having  fird  cleared  the  river  of  the  Dutch 
ffiips,  by  planting  batteries  along  the  banks, 
he  ordered  the  Sieur  de  Villars  to  hold  all  the 
boats  and  barks  at  Rouen  in  readinefs,  and  to 
prepare  a  number  of  rafts  of  drong  beams  fit 
for  tranfporting  the  artillery.  After  this,  taking 
advantage  of  a  thick  mid,  on  the  16th  of  May, 
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he  fent  out  his  cavalry  by  day-break,  as  if 
he  intended  an  attack,  and  while  the  enemy 
were  thus  amufed,  he  drew  off  his  infantry 
from  Yvetot  to  Caudbec.  The  cavalry  fol¬ 
lowed  ;  and  as  foon  as  they  had  retired,  the 
King  advanced  with  all  his  forces,  having  no 
fufpicion  of  the  Duke’s  defign,  and  wondering 
that  he  fhould  have  chofen  to  move  his  camp 
to  a  fituation  in  which  it  was  more  confined 
and  ftraitened  than  before.  Henry  ftill  thought 
of  nothing  but  blocking  up  the  paiTages,  and 
fortifying  his  camp  fo  as  not  to  be  obliged  to 
accept  of  battle. 

While  the  King  was  thus  occupied,  the 
Duke  employed  a  great  number  of  pioneers  in 
raifmg  two  forts,  one  on  each  fide  of  the  river, 
diredtly  oppofite  to  each  other,  which  he 
planted  with  cannon,  and  lined  with  mufketeers. 
To  prevent  the  King  from  taking  the  alarm, 
he  maintained  all  the  fame  appearances  as  for¬ 
merly,  of  a  defign  to  enlarge  his  quarters,  and 
frequent  fkirmifhes  were  fought. 

At  laft,  every  thing  neceffary  being  prepared, 
the  rafts  and  the  boats  (of  which  there  was  a 
great  number  at  Rouen  employed  in  the  river 
trade)  fell  down  with  the  ebbing  tide,  in  the 
evening  of  the  20th  of  May ;  and,  on  the  fame 
night,  the  greateft  part  of  the  troops,  artillery, 
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and  baggage  was  tranfported.  The  king  per¬ 
ceiving  early  next  morning  a  change  in  the 
appearance  of  the  enemy’s  camp,  fent  the  baron 
de  Biron  to  reconnoitre  it.  The  baron  returned 
immediately  at  full  gallop,  calling  out,  that 
the  Spaniards  were  palling  the  river.  Henry 
fet  out  without  delay,  at  the  head  of  his  ca¬ 
valry.  When  he  came  in  fight,  he  had  the 
mortification  to  obferve,  that  only  two  or  three 
thoufand  of  the  Spaniards  remained  on  this 
fide,  and  that  they  were  fo  Ikilfully  defended  by 
the  fort,  that  he  could  not  approach  them 
without  facrificing  the  lives  of  many  of  his 
troops.  He  then  planted  his  artillery  on  a  hill 
which  commanded  the  palfage,  and  the  Dutch 
fhips  came  up  the  river  from  Quillebeuf;  but 
before  the  cannon  were  ready  to  fire,  and 
before  the  Dutch  w ere  near  enough  to  do  ex¬ 
ecution,  the  rear  of  the  Spaniards,  conducted 
with  much  prudence  by  prince  Rannucio,  the 
duke  of  Parma’s  fon,  had  landed  fafe  on  the 
other  fide,  and  fet  the  boats  on  fire. 

Neither  the  Kang  nor  any  of  the  French 
nobility  had  ever  fufpedted  that  fuch  a  retreat 
was  polhble  ;  and  this  circumftance,  joined  to 
the  nature  of  the  ground  near  Caudbec,  which 
concealed  the  duke  of  Parma’s  operations,  con¬ 
tributed  not  a  little  to  the  fortunate  ilfue  of  his 
enterprife.  Henry  had  for  feveral  days  enter- 
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book  tained  the  moft  fanguine  hopes  of  gaining  a 
decifive  victory,  which  would  probably  have 
given  him  immediate  pofleflion  of  his  king¬ 
dom  ;  and  his  mortification  now  was  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  confidence  of  his  former  expecta¬ 
tions  :  it  was  the  more  fenfible  and  galling, 
as  his  infantry  was  fo  much  exhaufted  by  the 
hard  chips  of  a  tedious  winter’s  campaign,  that 
it  was  impoflible  for  him  at  prefent  either  to 
purfue  the  enemy,  or  to  renew  the  fiege  of 
Rouen.  The  duke  de  Mavenne  entered  this 

J 

city  with  a  part  of  the  forces,  and  the  duke  of 
Parma  directed  his  march  towards  the  Nether¬ 
lands,  where  he  arrived  in  a  few  weeks  without 
receiving  any  moleftation  by  the  way h. 


Hiftory  of 

Antonio 

I’erez. 


While  Philip  thus  kept  alive  the  flames  of 
war  in  France,  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  pre- 
ferve  his  Spanilh  dominions  in  a  flate  of  un- 
difturbed  tranquillity ;  and  as  a  kingdom  in 
this  fituation  furnilhes  few  materials  for  hiltory, 
hardly  any  tranfaction  pafled  in  Spain  during 
feveral  years  preceding  the  prefent  period  that 
deferves  to  be  recorded ;  but  in  the  courfe  of 
this  year  an  affair  happened,  which,  while  if 
marks  the  character  and  fhews  the  fecret  life 
of  Philip,  was  attended  with  the  moft  ferious 
confequences. 


h  D’Avila,  lib.  xiii.  Bentivoglio,  part  ii.  lib.  vi. ;  and 
Thuanus,  lib.  ciii. 
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Having  been  engaged  in  a  love  intrigue 
with  Anna  Mendoza  princefs  of  Eboli',  he 
had  committed  the  conduct  of  it  to  his  fe- 
cretary  Antonio  Perez,  who  having  frequent 
opportunities  of  conveffmg  with  that  princefs, 
had  become  no  lefs  enamoured  of  her  than  the 
King ;  and  it  was  generally  believed  that  fhe 
had  made  him  a  full  return  to  the  paffion  which 
her  beauty  had  infpired.  At  the  time  when 
Antonio’s  correfpondence  with  the  princefs  was 
much  talked  of,  Efcovedo,  the  friend  and  confi¬ 
dent  of  Don  John  of  Auftria,  had  arrived  from 
the  Netherlands,  to  folicit  the  King  for  the 
return  of  the  Italian  and  Spanifh  forces  ;  and 
finding  the  fecretary  averfe  to  Don  John’s  de- 
figns,  he  refolved  to  take  vengeance  on  him, 
by  making  a  difcovery  to  the  King  of  what  was 
reported  of  Antonio’s  familiarity  with  the  prin- 
cefs  of  Eboli.  Philip  readily  believed  this  in¬ 
telligence,  and  conceived  an  implacable  refent- 
ment  again  It  the  fecretary ;  but  he  was  animated 
at  the  fame  time  with  hatred  no  lefs  implacable 
towards  Eicovedo  ;  who,  he  believed,  had  fo¬ 
mented  Don  John’s  ambition,  and  would  fooner 
or  later  engage  that  prince  in  fome  defperate 
enterprize  inconfiftent  with  his  allegiance.  Phi¬ 
lip  refolved  to  employ  one  of  thefe  men  as  the 
inftrument  of  his  vengeance  againft  the  other, 

i  The  wife  of  Ruy  Gomez  de  Silva.. 
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and  gave  a  private  order  to  Perez  to  have  Ef- 
covedo  affaffinated.  This  order  was  executed 
without  delay,  and  foon  afterwards  a  profecu- 
tion  was  begun  againft  the  murderer,  with  Phi¬ 
lip’s  permiffion,  by  the  widow  and  children  of 
Efcovedo.  Philip  intended  by  this  meafure  to 
remove  all  fufpicions  of  being  acceffary  to  the 
murder.  But  dreading  that  Perez  might,  for 
his  own  exculpation,  make  a  full  difcovery,  he 
wrote  him  feveral  letters  with  his  own  hand, 
requiring  that  he  would  conceal  the  order 
which  had  been  given  him,  and  alluring  him, 
that  a  flop  fhould  foon  be  put  to  the  profecu- 
tion.  It  was  Hopped  accordingly ;  and  al¬ 
though  Perez  was  forbid  to  come  to  court 
himfelf,  he  was  allowed  for  fome  years  to  tranf- 
act  the  feveral  branches  of  public  bufmefs 
which  had  been  intruded  to  him,  by  his  depu¬ 
ties  or  clerks.  But  no  time  could  alfuage  the 
King’s  refentment :  after  fix  years  he  command¬ 
ed  him  to  be  tried  for  malverfation  in  the  dis¬ 
charge  of  his  office,  and  having  ordered  a  fine 
of  thirty  thoufand  ducats  to  be  impofed  on  him, 
he  threw  him  into  prifon  and  loaded  him  with 
chains.  Perez  was  offered  his  liberty  on  con¬ 
dition  that  he  ffiould  give  up  all  the  King’s  let¬ 
ters  relative  to  the  murder  of  Efcovedo.  He 
delivered  fome  of  them,  and  was  releafed ;  but 
Philip  was  no  fooner  in  poffeffion  of  the  letters, 
than  a  new  procefs  on  account  of  the  murder 
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was  commenced.  Perez  was  again  thrown  into  book 

0  XXII 

prifon,  and  put  to  the  torture;  and  he  now  .  'j . '  . 
perceived,  that  nothing  iefs  than  his  death  was 
intended.  -  With  the  afiiftance  of  his  wife  and 
friends  he  efcaped  and  fled  to  Arragon,  his  na¬ 
tive  country,  where  he  expected  to  avail  himfelf 
of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  Arragonians. 

Philip  no  fooner  heard  of  his  efcape,  than  he 
difpatched  certain  officers  after  him,  who  over¬ 
took  him  in  the  town  of  Calataiude ;  and  hav¬ 
ing  forced  him  from  a  monaftery,  where  he 
had  taken  refuge,  conduced  him  to  Saragofla. 

When  he  arrived  in  that  city,  he  appealed  to 
the  Juftiza,  to  whom,  according  to  a  fundamen¬ 
tal  law  of  the  conflitution,  an  appeal  was  com¬ 
petent  from  every  other  judge  whether  civil  or 
ecclefiaftical. 

By  the  Juftiza,  Perez  was  lodged  in  the  flate- 
prifon,  called  the  Manifeftation,  to  remain 
there  till  his  caufe  ihould  be  tried.  But  al¬ 
though  no  perfon  could  legally  enter  this  pri¬ 
fon,  without  the  fpecial  permiffion  of  the 
Juftiza,  the  marquis  of  Almenar,  the  King’s 
attorney  for  Arragon,  broke  into  it  with  a  body 
of  armed  men,  and  carried  off  Perez  to  -he 
prifon  of  the  Inquifition.  The  people,  who 
had  ever  been  accuftomed  to  hold  the  perfon 
and  authority  of  the  Juftiza  in  the  higheft  ve¬ 
neration,  were  inflamed  with  rage  at  this  in¬ 
dignity, 
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r  o  o  k  dignity,  and  having  rifen  tumultuoufty,  they  ref- 
^  ^  ‘  cued  Perez  from  the  inquifttors,  furrounded  the 
1&z'  marquis  of  Almenar,  and  after  reviling  him  as  a 
traitor  to  the  liberty  of  his  country,  maltreated 
him  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  he  died  foon  after¬ 
wards  of  his  wounds. 

\ 

\  '  ^  >  ■  - 

Perez  was  again  lodged  in  the  prifon  of 

(late,  and  remained  there  for  feveral  months, 
during  which  time  the  governor,  or  viceroy, 
ordered  thirteen  of  the  principal  lawyers  of  Sa- 
ragoffa,  to  examine  whether  the  caufe  belonged 
more  properly  to  the  Juftiza,  or  to  the  court 
of  inquifition.  After  long  '  deliberation  they 
declared,  that  it  would  be  a  violation  of  the 
liberties  of  Arragon,  if  Perez  were  tried  by 
any  other  judge  than  the  Juftiza  ;  but  after¬ 
wards,  being  either  corrupted  or  intimidated, 
they  reverfed  this  fentence,  under  the  pretence 
of  the  prifoner’s  having  held  a  fecret  corre- 
fpondence  with  the  king  of  France,  a  heretic, 
and  pronounced  that  it  belonged  to  the  inqui¬ 
fition  to  take  cognifance  of  his  caufe. 

The  Juftiza  paid  no  regard  to  this  opinion 
of  the  lawyers,  but  perfifted  in  defending  the 
privileges  of  his  office,  and  in  refufing  to  de¬ 
liver  up  the  prifcner.  The  viceroy  had  recourfe 
to  force;  and  having  drawn  together  a  great 
number  of  the  familiars  of  the  inquifition,  he 
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broke  open  the  flate  prifon,  loaded  Perez  with 
chains,  and  was  carrying  him  off  in  a  fort  of 
triumph,  when  the  people  arofe  a  fecond  time,  • 
and  fet  him  at  liberty.  He  immediately  left  the 
town,  and  made  his  efcape  into  France,  where 
he  gave  ufeful  information  to  the  King  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  defigns  and  meafures  of  the  court  of 
Spain. 

Philip  in  the  mean  time  refolved  not  to  ne¬ 
glect  the  opportunity  which  this  fedition  of  the 
Arragonians  afforded  him,  to  fhew  how  little 
he  regarded  thofe  rights  and  privileges  of  which 
they  had  fhewn  themfelves  fo  tenacious.  Hav¬ 
ing  formed  an  army  of  the  troops  which  were 
quartered  in  different  parts  of  Caftile,  he  gave 
the  command  of  it  to  Alphonfo  Vargas,  with 
inftrudtions  to  march  to  Saraeoffa  with  the  ut- 

O 

moil  expedition ;  and  to  prevent  the  Arrago¬ 
nians  from  preparing  foL  refinance,  he  gave  out 
that  this  army  was  intended  to  affifl  the  Catho¬ 
lics  in  France.  The  Arragonians  however  hav¬ 
ing  received  certain  intelligence  of  his  defign, 
began  to  prepare  for  their  defence.  Lanufa, 
the  Jufliza,  having  convened  the  principal  in¬ 
habitants,  and  read  to  them  a  fundamental  law 
of  their  conflitution,  by  which  it  is  declared, 
that  they  have  a  right  to  oppofe  by  force  the 
entrance  of  foreign  troops  into  Arragon,  even 
though  the  King  himfelf  fhould  lead  them,  it 
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was  decreed  with  unanimous  confent,  that  com 
formably  to  this  law  they  fhould  take  up  arms 
on  the  prefent  occafion,  to  prevent  the  entrance 
of  the  Caftilians  under  Vargas. 

Intimation  of  this  decree  was  fent  to  the 
other  cities  of  the  province,  and  the  inhabitants 
of  Saragofla  repaired  in  great  numbers  to  the 
ftandard  of  liberty  that  was  erefted.  But  they 
had  no  leader  of  fufficient  capacity  to  conduct 
them,  and  there  was  no  time  for  the  people  in 
other  places  to  come  to  their  afliftance.  Vargas 
having  arrived  much  fooner  than  they  expected, 
they  were  overwhelmed  with  terror,  and  threw 
down  their  arms. 

1 

Vargas  entered  the  city  without  oppofition, 
and  call  fuch  of  their  leaders  as  had  not  made 
their  efcape  into  prifon.  Among  thefe  were 
the  duke  de  Villa  Hermofa,  the  count  of  Aran¬ 
da,  and  the  Juftiza.  The  two  firft  he  fent  pri- 
foners  to  Madrid,  but  he  put  the  Juftiza  pub¬ 
licly  to  death  without  either  trial  or  fentence, 
and  then  confifcated  his  effefts,  and  levelled 
his  houfes  with  the  ground  ;  ordering  procla¬ 
mation  to  be  made  in  the  city,  that  fuch  fliould 
be  the  punifhment  of  all  thofe  who,  like  La- 
nufa,  fliould  adventure  to  difpute  the  authority 
of  the  King. 

The 
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The  people  heard  this  infulting  proclaim-  book. 
tion  with  unfpeakable  grief  and  indignation ;  .  j 

but  they  were  obliged  to  lament  in  fecret  the  l^,2“ 

ruin  of  thofe  invaluable  rights  which  they  were 
unable  to  defend.  The  palace  of  the  inquifi- 
tion  was  fortified,  that  it  might  ferve  the  pur- 
pofe  of  a  citadel ;  and  a  ftrong  body  of  Cafti- 
lian  troops  were  quartered  there  and  in  the 
town,  where  they  remained  till  the  minds  of 
the  citizens  were  thoroughly  fubdued.  Philip 
thought  it  unneceffary  to  abolilh  formally  their 
conftitution  of  government,  as  he  had  given 
them  fufficient  proof  how  infignificant  they 
would  find  it,  if  they  fhould  ever  trull  to  it  as 
a  barrier  againll  the  encroachments  of  the  regal 
power. 

While  this  tranfaclion  paffed  in  Spain,  the  sicknetsof 
duke  of  Parma  had  returned  from  France  to  the  parmlke  °f 
Netherlands,  and  from  thence  the  bad  Hate  of 
his  health  had  made  it  necelfary  for  him  to  go 
once  more  to  drink  the  waters  at  Spa.  In  the 
time  of  his  French  expedition,  many  of  the 
troops  which  he  had  left  behind  him  had  mu¬ 
tinied  ;  and  on  his  return  from  Spa,  he  had 
the  mortification  to  find,  that  prince  Maurice 
had  fubdued  the  two  important  towns  of  Steen- 
wich  and  Coverden,  although  the  former  of 
thefe  places  had  been  fortified  in  the  llrongell 
manner,*  and  was  defended  by  a  brave  and  de¬ 
termined 
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termined  garrifon  of  one  thoufand  fix  hundred 

t 

men. 

The  duke’s  chagrin  at  thefe  events  contri¬ 
buted  to  quicken  the  progrefs  of  his  difeafe, 
which  having  baffled  the  power  of  medicine,  had 
now  reduced  him  fo  low,  that  finding  himfelf 
unable  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  his  office,  he  had 
applied  to  the  King  for  liberty  to  retire. 

But  Philip  believing  that  no  other  perfon 
was  fo  able  to  bring  his  fchemes  in  France  to 
the  defired  ilfue,  refufed  to  grant  his  requeft ; 
and  when  he  fignified  his  refufal,  fent  him  in- 
ftruftions  to  return  as  foon  as  poffible  to  the 
affiftance  of  the  League.  The  duke  would  not 
defert  a  ftation  which  he  had  filled  with  fo  much 
honour,  and  refolved  to  ftruggle  with  his  dif- 
temper  to  the  laft.  Having  by  new  levies  fup- 
plied  fome  of  the  vacancies  in  his  army,  he 
went,  on  the  29th  of  October,  to  Arras,  and 
there  applied  with  his  wonted  affiduity  to  hafien 
the  neceffary  preparations  for  his  expedition. 
The  ftrength  of  his  mind  counterbalanced  for 
feveral  weeks  the  weaknefs  of  his  body.  From 
the  vigour  which  he  difplayed,  thofe  about  him 
conceived  hopes  that  his  death  was  Hill  at  a 
confiderable  difiance.  But  on  the  third  of  De¬ 
cember,  immediately  after  figning  fome  dif- 
patches  which  had  been  prepared  lor  his  fub- 
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fcription,  he  expired  in  the  forty-feventh  year  of 
his  age,  and  the  fourteenth  of  his  government  of 
the  Netherlands. 

In  this  manner  died  Alexander  Farnefe, 
duke  of  Parma,  who  claims  our  admiration, 
no  lefs  for  his  political  wifdom  and  fagacity, 
than  on  account  of  thofe  more  fplendid  mili¬ 
tary  talents  which  have  procured  him  fuch  dif- 
tinguifhed  renown.  It  was  by  his  prudence, 
moderation,  and  addrefs,  more  than  by  the 
force  of  arms,  that  he  re-united  fo  great  a  part 
of  the  Netherlands  to  the  Spanilh  monarchy; 
and  if  Philip  had  paid  the  fame  regard  to  his 
opinion  on  all  occafions,  which  he  did  on  fome, 
it  is  probable  that  the  United  Provinces  would 
have  been  compelled  to  return  to  their  allegi¬ 
ance.  England  might  in  that  cafe  have  been 
fubdued,  and  France  might  have  been  fwal- 
lowed  up  by  the  exorbitant  power  of  Spain. 
Though  it  was  happy  for  Europe  that  Philip, 
blinded  by  flattery  and  ambition,  refufed  .to 
liften  to  the  counfels  that  were  offered  him,  yet 
we  muff;  admire  that  fuperior  fagacity  and  pe¬ 
netration  by  which  they  were  fuggefted. 

The  duke  of  Parma  in  his  youth  gave  no 
indications  of  thofe  extraordinary  qualities  with 
which  nature  had  endowed  him,  and  men  were 
even  difpofed  to  think  unfavourably  of  his  un- 
Vol.  Ill,  derftanding; 
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derftanding  ;  but  in  the  war  with  the  Turks, 
in  which  he  ferved  under  John  of  Auftria,  the 
flame  of  his  genius  broke  forth,  and  burnt  af¬ 
terwards  through  the  whole  of  his  life  with  un- 
abating  fplendor.  His  perfon  was  graceful,  his 
eyes  lively  and  penetrating,  his  manner  cour¬ 
teous,  his  addrefs  infmuating,  and  his  temper 
generous  and  humane. 

His  vices,  fays  a  refpe&able  Dutch  writer k, 
were  thofe  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived,  or  of 
the  court  in  which  he  had  been  educated ;  but 
what  thefe  vices  were,  neither  this,  nor  any 
other  hiftorian  has  informed  us.  He  appears 
not  to  have  poflefled  that  winning  fimplicity  of 
manners,  that  perfect  ingenuity  and  candour, 
by  which  his  great  rival  for  military  fame,  the 
French  monarch,  was  fo  eminently  difcinguilhed  ; 
yet  the  Proteftant,  as  well  as  Popifh  hiftorians 
acknowledge,  that  as  he  was  dutiful  and  faithful 
to  his  prince,  fo  he  maintained  the  moft  invio¬ 
lable  fidelity  in  all  his  engagements  with  the 
people  of  the  Netherlands  who  fubmitted  to  his 
arms. 
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FTER  the  death  of  the  duke  of  Parma,  E  0  o  K 


Philip  committed  the  government  of  the  xxm- 
Netherlands  to  count  Peter  Erneft  of  Manf-  r593. 
veldt,  whom  he  ordered  to  fend  an  army,  M^aveidc 
without  delay,  under  the  command  of  his  fon  soveraor- 
count  Charles,  to  the  afliftance  of  the  League. 

In  obedience  to  this  order,  Charles  immediately 
began  his  irfarch  with  fix  thoufand  foot  and  one 
thoufand  horfe,  which  w?as  the  greateil  number 
of  troops  that  could  be  fpared  from  the  defence 
of  the  Netherlands.  Thefe  troops,  when  joined 
by  thofe  of  the  duke  de  Mayenne,  compofed 
an  army  of  fifteen  thoufand  foot  and  three  thou¬ 
fand  horfe,  of  which  the  duke  was  inverted  with 
the  chief  command. 


He 
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book  He  began  his  operations  with  the  fiege  of 
JXI1L  Noyon,  in  which  he  exerted  himfelf  with  ex- 
1 5 9 3-  traordinary  vigour,  and  compelled  the  garri- 

Noyon.  fon  to  furrender,  before  the  King  could  arrive 

to  their  relief.  From  Noyon  the  troops  were 
led  in  Lower  Picardy,  where  fome  inconfi- 
derable  places  were  reduced.  But  foon  after 
this  fuccefs,  count  Manfveldt  with  the  Spanifh 
army  returned  to  the  Netherlands ;  and  the 
operations  of  war  were  interrupted  by  certain 
political  negotiations,  from  which  Philip  ex¬ 
pected  to  derive  greater  advantage  than  from 
the  progrefs  of  his  arms. 

$ 

convention  Having,  during  feveral  years,  wafted  the 
ef  the  states  ^00(j  and  treafure  of  his  fubjeCts,  in  fomenting 
League.  tke  war  jn  France)  in  expectation  of  fome  fa¬ 
vourable  opportunity  of  feizing  upon  the  crown, 
his  patience  had  been  for  fome  time  pall  ex- 
haufted ;  and  he  had  refolved  to  make  trial, 
whether  it  was  practicable  to  realife  thofe  allur¬ 
ing  hopes  by  which  he  had  fo  long  been  actu¬ 
ated.  With  this  view  his  minifters  had  repeat¬ 
edly  requeued  the  duke  of  Mayenne  to  fum- 
mon  an  affembly  of  the  States  of  the  League, 
that  it  might  be  known  what  Catholic  prince 
they  inclined  to  choofe  for  their  fovereign. 
Mayenne  Hill  cherilhed  the  hopes  of  attaining 
the  fovereignty  himfelf,  in  fome  future  more 
favourable  crifis  j  and  he  abhorred  the  thoughts 
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of  having  the  French  nation  fubje&ed  to  the 
dominion  of  Spain.  Influenced  by  thefe  mo¬ 
tives,  he  had  on  different  pretences  declined  for 
feveral  months  complying  with  Philip’s  requeft: ; 
but  finding  that  he  would  not  be  diverted  from 
his  purpofe,  the  duke  had  yielded  to  his  impor¬ 
tunity,  and  as  lieutenant  general  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  had  iffued  a  fummons  for  the  States  to 
meet  at  Paris  on  the  twenty-fixth  of  January 
one  thoufand  five  hundred  and  ninety-three. 
Philip  fent  the  duke  of  Feria,  and  Mendoza, 
an  eminent  Spanilh  lawyer,  to  this  affembly ; 
and  he  fondly  imagined,  that,  by  their  influ¬ 
ence,  and  that  of  the  cardinal  Piacenza,  the 
Pope’s  legate,  a  majority  of  the  deputies  might 
be  perfuaded  to  abrogate  the  Salic  law,  and  to 
place  his  daughter  Ifabella  on  the  throne. 

But  it  foon  appeared  how  much  his  mini- 
fters  in  France  had  deceived  him,  and  been 
themfelves  deceived.  Neither  the  money  which 
he  had  fecretly  bellowed  to  increafe  the  num¬ 
ber  of  his  partizans,  nor  the  armies  which  he 
had  employed  at  fo  great  an  expence  in  their 
behalf,  had  produced  in  any  confiderable  de¬ 
gree  the  effefls  which  he  expe&ed.  Some  of 
the  greatell  bigots  in  the  party,  and  fome  of 
the  lowell  of  the  people,  had  given  credit  to 
his  profeflions  of  zeal  for  religion ;  even  the 
eyes  of  thefe  men  were  now  opened,  and  they 
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book  perceived  how  little  they  had  been  indebted  to 
>J~-X  the  friendfhip  of  a  prince,  who  now  difcover- 

j593-  ed,  that  his  principal  defign  in  affifting  them 

againft  their  enemies,  had  been  to  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  their  diflrefs,  and  to  reduce  them  to 
the  unhappy  condition  of  a  province  of  Spain. 
For  it  was  in  this  light  they  confidered  his  pro- 
pofal ;  and  were  no  lefs  alarmed  at  his  de¬ 
mand  of  their  crown  for  Ifabeila,  than  if  he  had 
demanded  it  for  himfelf.  In  thefe  fentiments 
the  deputies  were  fecretly  confirmed  by  May- 
enne.  But  as  both  he  and  they  were  confci- 
ous  that  they  were  utterly  unable  to  contend 
with  Henry,  if  Philip  fhould  forfake  them, 
they  ftudied  to  conceal  their  averfion  to  his 
propofal.  They  neither  agreed  to  it,  nor  re¬ 
jected  it ;  but  exprefTed  their  folicitude  with 
regard  to  the  perfon  whom  the  Catholic  King 
fhould  make  choice  of  for  his  daughter’s  huf- 
band ;  and  infifted,  that  in  the  event  of  her 
election,  fhe  fhould  not  be  married  to  any  foreign 
prince. 

The  Spanifh  miniflers  informed  them,  that 
their  mafter  had  indeed  defigned  to  give  her 
in  marriage  to  Erneft  archduke  of  Auftria  ;  but 
fince  it  was  not  agreeable  to  the  States,  he  was 
willing  to  beftow7  her  upon  the  duke  of  Guife. 
The  duke  de  Mayenne  did  not  expedt  this  con- 
cefTion,  and  was  greatly  difconcerted  when  the 
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Spanifh  minifters  produced  inftructions,  em-  book 
powering  them  to  make  it.  He  was  ftung  with 
the  preference  which  was  given  to  his  nephew  IS9S. 
before  his  fon ;  and  he  now  fecretly  refolved 
to  obftruft  the  election  of  Ifabella,  to  the  ut- 
1110ft  of  his  power.  Finding  it  neceffary  how¬ 
ever  to  difguife  his  fentiments,  he  affedted  to 
be  highly  pleafed  with  the  propofal  ;  but  al¬ 
leged,  that  a  regard  to  the  honour  of  his  Catho¬ 
lic  majefty,  as  well  as  to  the  fafety  of  the  duke 
of  Guife,  required  that  the  ele&ion  of  Ifabella 
fliould  be  deferred  till  an  army  was  affembled, 
fufficient  to  overpower  her  enemies,  and  to  fix 
her  upon  the  throne.  At  prefent  there  was  no 
army  in  France  able  to  contend  with  the  king 
of  Navarre,  and  a  confiderable  time  muft  elapfe 
before  fo  great  a  force  as  was  neceffary  could  be 
raffed.  The  Spanifh  minifters  were  fenfible 
of  the  ftrength  of  this  objection  ;  they  likewife 
knew  that,  without  the  afliftance  of  Mayenne, 
they  could  not  perfuade  the  States  to  proceed 
to  the  election ;  and  therefore,  without  great 
oppofition,  they  agreed  to  a  delay.  In  this 
manner  did  the  duke  de  Mayenne,  influenced 
partly  by  ambition,  and  partly  by  concern  for 
the  freedom  and  independence  of  the  kingdom, 
difappoint  for  the  prefent  Philip’s  plan  to  en- 
flave  it ;  and  other  events  afterwards  happened, 
which  would  have  rendered  it  impoflible,  even 
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for  Mayenne  himfelf,  had  he  been  fo  inclined,  to 
carry  it  into  execudon. 

The  king  of  France,  who  knew  the  purpofe 
for  which  the  States  had  been  convened,  though 
he  was  in  a  great  meafure  ignorant  of  May- 
enne’s  views,  dreaded  violently  his  concurring 
with  the  Spaniards;  and  felt  great  anxiety  with 
refpect  to  the  confequences  which  might  follow. 
For  Philip,  he  believed,  would  regard  an  elec¬ 
tion  made  by  the  States  of  the  League,  though 
only  a  fmall  part  of  the  kingdom,  as  a  fuffi- 
cient  foundation  for  his  daughter’s  claim,  and 
would  employ  all  his  power  to  fupport  it, 
whatever  prejudice  might  thence  arife  to  his 
affairs  in  the  Netherlands.  On  the  firft  open¬ 
ing  of  the  affembly,  Henry  publifhed  an  edict 
declaring  it  to  be  illegal.  And  he  gave  per- 
miffion  at  the  fame  time  to  the  Catholic  lords 
of  his  party,  to  enter  into  a  conference  with 
thofe  of  the  League ;  intending  to  prevent  the 
States  from  proceeding  to  extremities,  by  afford¬ 
ing  them  the  profpeft  of  his  fpeedy  converfion  to 
the  Popifh  faith. 


This  expedient  was  in  fome  meafure  attend¬ 
ed  with  the  defired  effect.  The  nobility  of  the 
League,  difquieted  with  the  apprehenfions  of 
being  reduced  under  the  dominion  of  Spain, 

and 
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and  confcious,  that,  if  Philip  fhould  abandon  book 

them,  they  mult  foon  yield  to  the  King’s  vie-  _ _ _ _ 

torious  arms,  were  thrown  into  extreme  per-  I593- 
plexity;  and  many  of  them  fhewed  that  no¬ 
thing  was  wanting  but  Henry’s  converfion,  to 
determine  them  to  acknowledge  his  authority. 

This  condition  however  was  dill  as  neceflary  as 
ever.  From  the  long  continuance  of  the  war, 
their  religious  prejudices  were  become  uncon¬ 
querable,  With  thefe  their  fenfe  of  honour 
and  confiftency  confpired,  and  their  regard  to 
an  oath  which  they  had  fworn,  never  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  an  heretical  prince  for  their  fove- 
reign.  They  were  confirmed  in  their  refolution, 
by  the  Pope’s  legate,  and  by  the  archbifhop  of 
Lyons,  and  other  partifans  of  Spain  ;  and  were 
{till  as  much  determined  as  ever  to  adhere  to 
their  engagements,  without  regard  to  any  in¬ 
conveniences  or  dangers,  to  which  they  might 
thereby  be  expofed. 

While  the  delay  of  the  King’s  converfion 
proved  an  infurmountable  objection  againfl 
him  with  the  members  of  the  League,  it  gave 
the  molt  fenfible  uneafinefs  to  fuch  of  the  Ca¬ 
tholics  as  had  efpoufed  his  caufe.  They  had 
been  induced  to  remain  with  him,  after  the 
death  of  the  late  King,  by  his  promife  of  em¬ 
bracing  their  religion.  They  had  often  urged 
him  to  fulfil  this  promife.  Amidft  the  hurry 
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of  arms,  he  found  it  eafy  to  employ  excufes, 
with  which  they  had  hitherto  been  fatisfied. 
But  their  patience  was  now  exhaufted.  They 
entertained  fufpicions  that  he  had  dealt  infin- 
cerely  with  them.  Though  brave  and  warlike, 
they  were  Tick  of  the  hardlhips  and  fatigues  of 
war  ;  and  they  began  to  hold  conferences  to¬ 
gether,  on  the  fubjed  of  transferring  their  al¬ 
legiance  to  Henry’s  coufin,  the  cardinal  of 
Bourbon.  Henry  perceived  that  the  critical 
period  was  now  come,  when  he  mull  refolve 
either  to  change  his  religion,  or  to  forego  the 
crown,  and  expofe  hirnfelf  and  his  Proteftant 
fubjeds  to  the  fury  and  vengeance  of  ail  the 
Catholics  in  France,  fupported  by  his  inveterate 
enemy  the  king  of  Spain.  Even  fome  of  the 
Proteftant  leaders  were  fo  candid  as  to  acknow¬ 
ledge,  that  without  embracing  the  Catholic 
faith,  he  would  never  be  able  to  prefer ve  pof- 
feftion  of  the  throne  ;  and  they  exhorted  him  to 
embrace  it,  if  his  confcience  would  permit,  as 
the  only  means  by  which  they,  as  well  as  iris 
other  fubjeds,  could  be  faved  from  ruin. 


Never  was  an  ingenuous  prince  placed  in  a 
more  diftrefsful  fttuation.  And  never  was  a 
virtuous  mind  affailed  by  temptations  more  al¬ 
luring.  For  he  was  not  impelled  only  by  am¬ 
bition,  or  the  defire  of  fecuring  a  great  and 
mighty  monarchy  to  hirnfelf  and  his  pofterity. 
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rhe  defire  of  delivering  his  people  from  cala¬ 
mities,  -which  were  become  intolerable,  co- 
aperated  with  his  ambition,  and  both  together 
put  his  integrity  to  the  fevered  trial. 

Without  any  longer  delay,  he  invited  the 
Catholic  divines  throughout  his  kingdom,  to 
come  and  inftr.udt  him  in  the  principles  of  their 
religion  ;  and  having  heard  them  difcourfe  con¬ 
cerning  feveral  of  the  points  in  difpute  between 
the  Proteftants  and  them,  he  declared  himfelf, 
entirely  fatisfied  with  their  arguments,  and  foon 
afterwards  went  to  mafs  in  the  church  of  St. 
Dennis,  where  he  read  aloud  his  confeffion  of 
the  Catholic  faith,  and  promifed  to  maintain 
and  defend  it,  againft  whatever  attempts  might 
be  made  for  its  fubverfion. 

kv,  .  '  1 

Henry’s  conduct  on  this  occafion  was  very 
differently  interpreted  by  his  cotemporaries, 
according  as  they  flood  well  or  ill  affedled  to 
his  perfon,  or  to  the  religion  which  he  had 
embraced.  It  was  alleged  by  fome,  that  he 

had  given  a  convincing  proof  of  his  indiffe¬ 
rence  with  regard  to  all  religion,  and  that  his 
converfion  could  be  confidered  in  no  other  light, 
but  as  hypocrify  and  grimace.  But  others 
more  juftly  obferved,  that  if  Henry  had  been 
capable  of  fo  great  infincerity  as  his  enemies 
aferibed  to  him,  he  would  have  liffened  to  his  ' 
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book  intereft  at  a  much  earlier  period,  and  not  have 
fo  long  expofed  himfelf  to  the  danger  of  being 
1593*  for  ever  excluded  from  the  throne.  That  no 
other  fatisfadiory  account  could  be  given  of 
his  delay,  but  the  fcruples  with  which  his  re¬ 
gard  to  tTuth  and  his  fenfe  of  honour  had  in- 
fpired  him.  That  it  was  not  furprifmg,  that 
a  prince  who  had  palled  his  life  amidft  the  tu¬ 
mults  of  war,  fhould  have  been  but  very  im¬ 
perfectly  acquainted  with  the  niceties  of  theo¬ 
logical  difputes  ;  or  that  his  opinions  in  matters 
of  fuch  difficult  decifion,  fhould  have  been 
gradually  bent  to  a  compliance  with  fo  great  an 
intereft  as  he  had  at  hake.  And  confidering 
how  candid  and  fmcere  he  had  ever  ffiewn  him- 
felf  in  all  his  conduct,  it  might  juftly  be  fup- 
pofed  that  he  had  (fill  preferved  his  integrity, 
and  that  his  religious  fentiments  had  in  reality 
undergone  that  change  which  he  now  expreffed 
with  fo  much  feeming  ferioufnefs  and  folem- 
nity. 


iffetfsof  Whatever  were  the  real  motives  of  Henry’s 
Hem-y’s  conduct,  it  diffufed  a  general  joy  and  fatif- 
fadtion  among  his  fubjedts.  Worn  out  with 
the  miferies  of  fo  long  a  wrar,  they  exulted  at 
the  profpect  of  peace,  though  Hill  at  fome 
diftance ;  and  being  now  freed  from  the  fafci- 
nation  of  their  religious  prejudices,  they  could 
perceive  and  admire  thofe  illuflrious  virtues  in 

the 
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the  character  of  their  fovereign,  by  which  he  book 
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was  fo  highly  qualified  to  make  them  happy.  _ _ , — k, 

*593- 

/ 

The  Spanifh  minifters,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  cardinal  legate,  and  the  duke  de  Mayenne, 
were  greatly  alarmed  at  this  event,  and  (till 
more  when  they  obferved  the  reception  which 
the  news  of  it  met  with  among  the  people. 

They  reprefented  it  as  a  political  device,  in¬ 
tended  to  prevent  the  election  of  a  Catholic 
prince.  They  perfuaded  a  great  number  of 
their  adherents  to  fwear  that  they  would  not 
acknowledge  Henry  for  King,  unlefs  his  con- 
verfion  were  ratified  by  the  Pope  ;  and  at  the 
fame  time  they  employed  all  their  influence  at 
the  court  of  Rome,  to  diffuade  the  Pope  from 
granting  him  an  abfolution. 


Philip  was  not  dilcouraged  from  the  pro-  phiUpWH' 
fecution  of  his  fcheme,  either  by  the  oppo-  hfshpUn.l° 
fition  which  it  had  received  from  the  States  of 
the  League,  or  by  the  converfion  of  the  King. 

He  became  fenfible  however  of  his  error  in 
pitching  on  the  duke  of  Guife  (a  young  noble¬ 
man  indeed  of  great  merit  and  moderation, 
but  poffeffed  of  little  power  or  influence)  for 
his  daughter’s  partner  in  the  throne.  This 
error  he  corre&ed,  and  ordered  his  minifters  to 
acquaint  the  duke  de  Mayenne,  that  he  was 
now  determined  to  give  the  preference  to  bis 

fon. 
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fon.  In  confequence  of  this  declaration,  a  ne¬ 
gotiation  which  Mayenne  had  begun  for  re¬ 
conciling  himfelf  to  the  King;,  was  broken  off. 
That  powerful  leader  and  the  Spaniards  were 
henceforth  on  more  amicable  terms  ;  and  there 
was  no  longer  any  reafon  to  doubt,  that  in 
future  he  would  exert  himfelf  with  vigour  in 
promoting  their  defigns a. 

state  of  hi«  But  there  was  much  lefs  probability  at  the 
affairs.  prefent  than  any  former  period,  that  thefe  de¬ 

figns  would  ever  be  accomplilhed.  Philip  had 
no  general  after  the  duke  of  Parma’s  death, 
qualified  to  enter  the  lifts  with  the  king  of 
France.  His  treafury  was  exhaufled,  and  even 
his  credit  was  reduced  fo  low,  that  the  Genoefe, 
and  other  Italian  merchants,  from,  whom  he 
had.  already  borrowed  feveral  millions  of  money, 
refufed  to  lend  him  any  more.  ’  His  com¬ 
manders  in  the  Netherlands  had  not  been  able 
to  make  the  neceffary  levies.  His  troops  there 
were  fewer  in  number  than  they  had  ever  been 
fmce  the  commencement  of  the  war ;  and  yet 
fo  great  arrears  were  due  to  them,  that  the  of¬ 
ficers  found  it  impra&icable  to  maintain  their 
authority.  The  greatefl  part  of  the  Spanifh 
foldiers  in  the  Low- Countries  had,  upon  their 
return  from  France,  forfaken  their  flandards ; 

*  D’ Avila,  lib.  xiv.  Thuanus,  lib.  cvi,  cvii. 
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and  having;  ele£led  officers,  and  a  commander  book 
in  chief,  from  among  themfelves,  they  had  be-  w— 
gun  to  exercife  the  moft  oppreffive  rapacity  upon  I593' 
the  inhabitants  of  the  fouthern  provinces. 


The  example  of  the  Spaniards  was  quickly 
followed  by  the  Italians  and  Walloons.  The 
people  in  the  open  country  were  plundered  in 
the  moft  unmerciful  manner.  Thofe  dreadful 
fcenes  of  devaflation  were  renewed,  uhich  had 
been  acted  after  the  death  of  Requefens  *,  and 
the  Flemings  had  never  fuffered  fo  much  from 
the  enemy,  as  they  now  fuffered  from  troops 
engaged  to  protect  and  defend  them. 

Prince  Maurice  in  the  mean  time  exerted  sicgeof 
all  his  wonted  activity  to  improve  the  advan-  ^£c*ruc 
tage  which  thefe  diforders  afforded  him,  for 
extending  the  territories  of  the  States.  There 
was  no  town  which  the  confederates  were  more 
defirous  of  acquiring  than  Gertrudenberg  j 
which,  as  it  lies  nearer  them  than  Breda,  fub- 
jedted  them  to  perpetual  anxiety  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  that  important  city  ;  befides  giv¬ 
ing  annoyance  to  their  inland  trade,  and  fur- 
nifhing  the  Spaniards  with  an  eafy  entrance  into 
Holland. 

During  the  winter,  Maurice  had  made  dili¬ 
gent  preparation  for  the  fiege  of  this  place ; 

and 
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BxxmK  and  early  *n  ^le  fP™S>  was  readY  t0  ta^ce 

u— v— the  field  with  fiich  an  army  as  he  judged  fuf- 
*593,  ficient  to  infure  fuccefs.  In  order  to  prevent 
the  enemy  from  fufpe&ing  his  defign,  he  di¬ 
rected  his  march  firft  towards  Sluys  and  Dun¬ 
kirk  ;  afterwards  to  Bois-le-Duc  and  Grave ; 
and  when  by  thefe  feints  -he  had  induced  count 
Manfveldt  to  divide  his  forces,  he  turned  fud- 
denly  to  Gertrudenberg. 

Mansvejldt,  anxious  to  avoid  the  reproach 
to  which  the  lofs  of  a  place  of  fo  great  confe- 
'quence  would  expofe  him,  drew  together  all 
the  forces  which  Could  be  fpared  from  the  gar- 
rifons  of  the  other  towns,  with  an  intention  to 
attempt  to  raife  the  fiege.  Prince  Maurice 
expe&ed  this,  and  conduced  his  operations 
with  the  utmofi:  celerity.  Not  only  his  pioneers, 
amounting  to  three  thoufand,  but  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  his  troops  were  employed  day  and 
night  in  fortifying  his  camp,  both  on  the  fide 
towards  the  town,  to  prevent  the  eruptions  of 
the  garrifon,  and  on  the  fide  towards  the  coun¬ 
try.  And  not  fatisfied  with  this,  he  broke 
down  the  dyke  of  the  river,  and  laid  a  great 
part  of  the  adjacent  country  under  water. 
After  which,  having  approached  the  town  as 
ufual  by  trenches,  he  opened  batteries  againfi: 
it  at  different  places ;  and  kept  up  a  continual 

fire 
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fire  upon  it  from  his  fleet,  on  the  fide  towards 
the  river b. 
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*593* 

The  garrifon,  confifting  of  Burgundians  and 
Walloons,  made  a  brave  and  vigorous  refift- 
ance,  and  thereby  gave  count  Manfveldt  time 
to  advance  to  their  relief.  The  count’s  army 
amounted  to  more  than  double  the  number  of 
the  befiegers ;  and  he  attacked  their  intrech- 
ments  in  different  places,  where  the  inundation 
permitted  his  approach.  But  Maurice  had 
conftru&ed  his  works  with  fo  much  art,  and 
ftrengthened  them  in  fuch  a  manner  with  forts 
and  redoubts,  at  proper  diftances,  that  all 
count  Manfveldt’s  attempts  proved  ineffectual. 

The  count’s  quarters  were  at  the  fame  time 
greatly  flraitened  by  the  garrifon  of  Breda, 
which  fallied  out  upon  him,  and  made  con- 
fiderable  flaughter  among  his  troops.  He  found 
it  neceffary  to  retire,  and  Gertrudenberg .  foon 
afterwards  capitulated.  In  the  garrifon  there 
were  feveral  of  thofe  foldiers,  who  fome  years 
before  had  fold  the  town  to  the  Spaniards. 

Thefe  men  fuffered  the  punifhment  due  to  their 
treachery ;  but  all  the  reft,  and  the  inhabitants 
of  the  place,  received  the  moft  advantageous 
and  honourable  terms. 


b  The  Maefe  at  Gertrudenberg  is  more  properly  a  branch 
of  the  fea,  than  a  river, — and  admits  of  the  largeft  fhips. 
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book  Count  Manfveldt  had,  in  order  to  retrieve 

XXIII.  •  7 , 

_ v _ his  honour,  by  making  reprifals  upon  the  enemy, 

3-  led  his  army  from  Gertrudenberg,  to  inveft  an 
important  fort  belonging  to  the  confederates, 
called  Creveceur.  But  this  attempt  likewife 
was  fruftrated  by  the  celerity  of  Maurice,  who 
arrived  before  the  count’s  lines  were  finilhed ;  got 
between  him  and  the  fort,  and,  though  greatly 
inferior  in  number,  obliged  him  quickly  to  raife 
the  fiege.  - 


During  the  reft;  of  the  campaign,  Manfveldt 
acted  on  the  defenftve ;  and  no  other  event  hap¬ 
pened  in  the  Netherlands  this  year,  that  deferves 
to  be  recorded c, 

Sm'cft,  Although  Philip  had,  after  the  death  of 
o-fAurtria,  rine  duke  of  Parma,  committed  the  govern- 
gover.-orof  ment  to '  count  Manfveldt,  he  had  from  the 
lands.  firft:  intended  that  the  count  fliould  refign  it 
into  the  hands  of  Erneft  archduke  of  Auftria. 

2594.  This  prince  arrived  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and  ninety- 
four  at  Bruffels ;  and  was  received  there  with 
every  mark  of  joy  and  fatisfaction.  He  was 
a  prince  of  a  modeft:  and  gentle  difpofition ; 
but  he  pofleffed  not  the  capacity  and  vigour 
requifite  in  the  prefent  critical  fituation  of  af- 


*  Bentivoglio  and  Grotius,  lib.  iii. 
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fairs.  Confcious  of  his  want  of  military  talents,  book 
he  fondly  flattered  himfelf  with  the  hopes  of  .  XX11L_, 
prevailing  on  the  revolted  provinces  to  return  *594- 
to  their  allegiance  by  argument  and  perfuafion.  , 

And  with  this  view  he  fent  an  invitation  to  the 
States  to  appoint  ambafladors  to  treat  with  him 
concerning  peace.  But  the  States  rejeded  his 
invitation,  and  accompanied  their  refufal  with 
declaring,  “  That,  as  from  experience  they 
Could  not  repofe  any  confidence  in  the  King  of 
Spain,  fo  they  would  never  enter  into  any 
treaty  of  reconcilement  with  him;  but  would 
maintain  their  liberty  to  the  laft,  and  lay  down 
their  lives  fooner  than  fubmit  to  that  intolerable 
yoke  from  which  they  had  been  fo  happily 
delivered.” 

If  it  is  true,  as  the  Dutch  hiftorians  relate, 
that  two  murderers  were  dete&ed  at  this  time, 
whom  the  Spanilh  minifters  had  employed 
to  aflaflinate  prince  Maurice,  it  will  not  appear 
furprifing  that  this  declaration  of  the  States 
fliould  have  contained  expreflions  of  refent- 
ment ;  efpecially  as  they  were  now  in  a  much 
more  flouriflnng  condition  than  before,  and 
had  much  lefs  reafon  than  at  any  former  period 
to  dread  the  power  of  Spain.  For  Philip,  they 
knew,  was  fliill  more  intent  on  acquiring  the 
crown  Oi  France,  than  on  recovering  his  he¬ 
reditary  comimcns ;  and  was  likely  to  wafte 
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his  ftrength  in  that  chimerical  attempt,  before 
he  could  be  made  fenfible  of  his  folly. 

The  fituation  of  affairs  in  that  kingdom  be¬ 
came  daily  more  unfavourable  to  his  views ; 
and  the  King’s  converfion  foon  produced  the 
happy  effedls  which  were  expected  to  arife 
from  it. 

The  citizens  of  Meaux  were  the  firft  who 
fent  him  a  tender  of  their  fubmiflion ;  not  long 
afterwards,  the  Parifians  opened  their  gates  to 
receive  him ;  and  the  example  of  the  metro¬ 
polis,  which  had  ever  been  the  chief  flrength 
of  the  League,  was  quickly  followed  by  Rouen, 
Lyons,  and  almofl  all  the  other  great  towns  in 
the  kingdom.  Henry’s  conduct  was  admirably 
calculated  to  promote  that  affedlionate  zeal 
of  his  fubjects,  of  which  he  received  at  this 
time  fo  many  finking  proofs.  For  feveral 
years  he  had  buffered  from  them  the  mofl  cruel 
injuries  and  affronts ;  but  his  generous  fpirit, 
fuperior  to  refentment,  abhorred  the  thought  of 
punifhing  thofe  who  were  willing  to  lay  down 
their  arms ;  and  he  received  the  fubmiffion  of 
his  mofl  inveterate  enemies  with  a  degree  of 
goodnefs  and  condefcenfion,  which,  while  he 
won  their  hearts,  determined  many  others  to 
imitate  their  example* 

Hs 
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He  granted,  to  all  who  fubmitted  to  him, 
the  moll  favourable  terms ;  confirmed  their 
privileges,  as  if  they  had  done  nothing  to  for¬ 
feit  them ;  adhered  with  inviolable  fidelity  to 
his  engagements,  and  publilhed  an  edidt  of 
general  indemnity,  in  order  to  fet  the  minds  of 
the  people  every  where  at  eafe,  and  to  convince 
■  them  that  it  would  be  their  fault,  and  not  his, 
if  the  public  tranquillity  were  not  fpeedily  re¬ 
ft  ored. 

By  thefe  meafures,  which  were  equally  pru¬ 
dent  and  magnanimous,  the  ftrength  of  the 
League  was  reduced  fo  low,  that  Philip  and  the 
duke  of  Mayenne  might  have  eafily  perceived 
the  vanity  of  their  defigns. 

It  can  hardly  be  imagined,  that  either  the 
one  or  the  other  could  any  longer  ferioufly 
entertain  the  hopes  of  fuccefs.  But  Mayenne 
was  fo  deeply  engaged  with  the  Spaniards,  that 
he  knew  not  how  to  extricate  himfelf  with 
honour ;  efpecially  as  he  had  folemnly  fworn, 
with  many  others  of  his  party,  that  he  would 
never  acknowledge  Henry  for  his  fovereign,  till 
he  fhould  receive  abfolution  from  the  Pope.  And 
though  Philip  could  not  now  be  fo  chimerical,  as 
to  expedl  to  procure  the  crowm  for  Ifabella,  yet 
he  could  not  overcome  that  implacable  hatred, 
with  which  he  had  long  been  animated  againft 
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the  French  monarch,  in  whom  (judging  of 
Henry  from  himfelf)  he  expected  to  find  an 
irreconcileable  and  mortal  foe.  Befides,  he  was 
not  ignorant  of  the  juftice  of  Henry’s  claim  to 
the  kingdom  of  Navarre,  which  Ferdinand  the 
catholic  had  wrefted  from  Henry’s  anceftors  by 
fraud  and  violence ;  and  he  could  not  doubt 
that  this  active,  victorious  prince  would,  as 
foon  as  his  affairs  were  fettled  in  France,  either 
attempt  to  recover  his  hereditary  kingdom,  or 
endeavour  to  procure  a  compenfation  for  it, 
by  invading  the  Spanifh  dominions  in  the  Ne¬ 
therlands. 

Moved  by  thefe  confiderations,  Philip  re- 
folved  to  continue  his  hoftilities,  and,  by  joining 
his  forces  with  thofe  of  the  duke  of  Mayenne, 
to  make  hknfelf  mailer  of  as  many  towns  as 
poflible  on  the  eaflern  frontier  of  France. 

This  refolution  he  communicated  to  the 
archduke  Erneflj  who,  agreeably  to  his  in- 
ftruclions,  fent  count  Charles  of  Manfveldt 
early  in  the  fpring  '  to  invade  the  province  of 
Picardy,  with  an  army  of  between  eleven  and 
twelve  thoufand  men.  The  count  laid  fiege  to 
the  town  of  La  Capelle ;  and  as  he  attacked  it 
unexpectedly,  he  foon  obliged  the  garrifon  to 
capitulate. 


t 


PHILIP  II.  KING  OF  SPAIN.  24 

The  Kins;  had  fet  out  from  Paris  as  foon  as  book 
he  received  intelligence  of  the  fiege,  but  could  . .  — 
not  arrive  in  time  to  prevent  the  furrender.  *594- 
Having  been  joined  on  his  march  by  the  dukes  Laon.°f 
De  Nevers  and  Bouillon,  and  finding  himfelf 
at  the  head  of  a  confiderable  army d,  he  re- 
folved  to  undertake  fome  important  enterprife, 
by  which  he  might  be  compsnfated  for  the  lofs 
of  La  Capeile.  One  of  the  moll  confiderable 
towns  in  that  part  of  the  kingdom  was  Laon, 
a  place  of  great  extent,  ftrongly  fortified,  and 
well  provided  with  every  thing  neceifary  to 
fuftain  a  fiege.  The  garrifon,  which  was 
numerous,  was  commanded  by  De  Bourg,  one 
of  the  braveft  officers  of  the  League  ;  and  there 
was  at  that  time  in  the  town,  befides  a  great 
number  of  other  nobility,  the  count  of  So- 
merive,  the  duke  de  Mayenne’s  fecond  fon. 

Thefe  confiderations,  far  from  difcouraging 
the  King  from  befieging  Laon,  were  the  mo¬ 
tives  which  determined  him  to  invert  it,  and  he 
carried  on  his  operations  againft  it  with  his 
ufual  a&ivity  and  vigilance. 

The  befieged  gave  him  all  the  annoyance 
and  interruption  in  their  power ;  and  in  fome 
fallies  which  they  made,  before  he  had  time 
to  cover  his  troops,  he  lort  more  than  four 
hundred  men.  But  his  anxiety  with  regard  to 


i  Twelve  thoufand  foot,  and  two  thoufand  horfe. 
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the  iffue  of  this  enterprife,  arofe  principally 
from  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Spanifh  army, 
which  was  joined  at  this  time  by  the  duke  de 
Mayenne,  whom  Philip,  in  order  to  prevent 
him  from  entering  into  an  accommodation 
with  the  King,  had  entrufled  with  the  chief 
command. 

Various  motives  concurred  on  this  occafion 
to  determine  Mayenne  to  exert  himfelf  with 
vigour.  There  was  much  need  of  fome  fplendid 
inftance  of  fuccefs  to  fupport  the  drooping 
fpirits  of  his  party.  Laon  was  the  moll  con- 
fiderable  town  which  remained  in  his  poffefTion ; 
and,  befides  his  fon,  and  many  of  his  faithful 
adherents,  he  had  left  his  mofl.  valuable  effeds 
in  it,  as  in  a  place  where  there  was  little  danger 
of  their  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
He  loll  no  time  in  marching  to  its  relief. 
His  army  confided  of  nearly  the  fame  number 
as  that  of  the  King ;  but  being  inferior  in  ca¬ 
valry,  he  found  it  neceffary  to  approach  the 
town  on  that  fide,  on  which  there  lay  a  wood 
or  forell,  where  the  enemy’s  horfe  could  not 
be  eafdy  employed.  Henry  had  penetrated 
into  his  defign,  and  taken  poffeflion  of  the  wood 
with  a  part  of  his  troops.  Mayenne  at  firfl 
obliged  them  to  retire ;  but  the  royalilts,  having 
immediately  received  a  reinforcement  from  the 
camp,  returned  to  the  charge,  and  flood  their 
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ground  for  fome  time  with  great  bravery  againft  Bx9,°nK 
the  Spanifh  veterans.  They  would  have  been  . — ^ — . 
compelled  however  to  give  way  a  fecond  time, 
if  the  royal  cavalry,  which  had  advanced  to 
their  relief,  under  the  baron6,  now  marlhal  de 
Biron.  had  not,  conformably  to  their  valiant 
leader’s  example  and  command,  difmounted 
from  their  horfes,  and  thrown  themfelves  into 
the  front  of  the  battle.  The  King  himfelf  foon 
after  came  up  with  the  greateft  part  of  his 
army ;  and,  if  the  ground  had  permitted  it,  a 
general  engagement  would  have  enfued ;  but 
it  allowed  only  of  fkirmifhes,  which  continued 
with  various  fuccefs  till  the  evening ;  when 
Mayerme,  dreading  that  the  King  might  fend 
his  cavalry  to  attack  his  rear,  drew  off  his  forces 
to  a  little  diftance  from  the  wood. 


Although  the  nature  of  the  ground  in  this 
rencounter  prevented  the  King  from  availing 
himfelf  of  the  fuperiority  of  his  cavalry ;  yet 
this  fuperiority  proved  afterwards  of  the  great- 
eft  ufe.  Mayenne  being  obliged  to  bring  his 
provifions  through  an  open  country  from  places 
at  the  diftance  of  feveral  miles,  the  King  fent 
out  his  horfe  in  numerous  bodies  to  intercept 
his  convoys ;  and,  although  the  Duke  attempted 
to  bring  them  under  a  ftrong  guard  in  the  night, 

e  His  father  had  been  lately  killed  at  the  fiege  of 
Epernay. 
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fometimes  from  one  place,  and  fometimes  from 
another ;  yet  fuch  was  the  vigilance  of  the  duke 
de  Longueville,  and  the  marlhal  de  Biron,  to 
whom  the  King  gave  the  charge  of  intercept¬ 
ing  them,  that  almoft  none  of  them  were  fuffer- 
-ed  to  efcape.  Thefe  bold  adventurous  leaders 
were  continually  in  motion.  No  guards  which 
Mayenne  could  fpare  were  able  to  withfland 
their  vigorous  attack,  and  his  army  was  at  laid 
reduced  to  fo  great  diftrefs,  as  made  it  necef- 
fary  for  him  to  decamp.  He  was  fenfible  how- 
difficult  he  mult  find  it  to  retire  in  the  face 
of  a  fuperior  army  ;  but  if  he  remained  any 
longer  in  his  prefent  fituaticn,  his  troops,  he 
perceived,  muff  either  perilh  for  want,  or  lay 
down  their  arms. 


His  m;  fier- 
ly  retreat. 


The  Duke  had  hitherto  been  unfortunate  in 
his  enterprifes,  and  his  misfortunes  had  contri¬ 
buted  to  obfcure  his  fame  ;  but,  on  this  occa- 
fion  he  gave  a  confpicuous  proof  of  confum- 
mate  military  (kill,  as  well  as  of  the  moll 
unqueltionable  perfonal  courage  and  refolution. 
His  troops,  drawn  up  in  the  mod  maker  ly 
manner,  were  every  where  fo  well  prepared 
to  receive  the  enemy,  that  the  King,  who  at¬ 
tacked  him  with  his  cavalry,  as  foon  as  they 
began  their  march,  found  it  utterly  impracti¬ 
cable  to  penetrate  their  ranks,  whilll  Mayenne 
himfelf  marched  on  foot  in  the  rear,  fought  on 
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fome  occafions  as  a  common  foldier,  and,  by  book 
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the  gracefulnefs  of  his  perfon,  added  to  the  _ _ L— ,f_ 

fortitude  which  he  difplayed,  commanded  uni-  1594« 
verfal  admiration.  In  this  manner  he  advan¬ 
ced  flowly,  till  he  reached  a  narrow  defile, 
where  he  had  planted  fome  batteries  of  cannon  ; 
from  the  dread  of  which,  the  King  ordered  his 
troops  to  halt,  and  kiffered  the  Duke  to  purfue 
his  march  to  La  Fere  without  any  farther  mo- 
legation. 

/  . 

Henry  then  refumed  his  operations  before  Laonfur- 
the  town.  The  beneged,  though  deprived  of  rerder:'* 
all  hopes  of  relief,  perfected  for  fome  time  in 
their  defence  ;  but  at  Lift,  finding  their  num¬ 
bers  greatly  diminifhed,  they  offered  to  fur- 
render,  on  condition  that  the  garrifon  and  the 
count  of  Somerive  fhould  be  allowed  to  march 
out  with  the  honours  of  war  ;  and  to  this  con¬ 
dition  the  King  readily  confented,  from  his  de¬ 
fire  of  preventing  bloodfned,  and  faving  the 
fortifications  of  the  town.  The  capitulation 
was  figned  on  the  twenty-fecond  of  July.  The 
terms  of  it  were  religioufly  fulfilled;  and  Henry, 
far  from  difeovering  ill-humour  or  refentment 
for  the  oppofition  which  he  had  met  with,  em¬ 
braced  with  pieafure  the  prefent  opportunity  of 
teflifying  his  efteem  for  the  duke  de  Mayenne, 
by  fhewing  particular  marks  of  refpect  and 
kindnefs  to  his  ion. 
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So  much  goodnefs,  united  with  fo  much 
heroifm  and  magnanimity,  had  charms  in  the 
eyes  of  Henry’s  enemies  that  were  irrefiftible. 
The  reduction  of  Laon,  and  his  generous  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  inhabitants  and  garrifon,  were 
quickly  followed  by  the  voluntary  furrender  of 
Chateau-Thiery,  Amiens,  and  Cambray.  The 
duke  of  Lorrain,  who  from  the  beginning  had 
given  his  alliftance  to  the  League,  chofe  now 
to  be  at  peace  with  a  prince,  in  whofe  favour 
fortune,  and  his  own  merits,  had  produced  fo 
remarkable  a  revolution.  And  the  duke  of 
Guifc,  whom  the  Spaniards  had  tantalized  with 
a  glimpfe  of  royalty,  but  had  afterwards  ne¬ 
glected,  moved  partly  by  this  confideration,  and 
partly  by  his  admiration  of  the  King,  entered 
into  a  treaty  of  reconciliation  with  him  ;  and 
having  delivered  to  him  the  towns  of  Rheims, 
Vitry,  Rocroix,  and  feveral  ether  places  in 
Champaigne,  he  was  rewarded  by  Henry  with 
the  government  of  Provence f. 

During  the  courfe  of  thefe  events,  fo  ad- 
verfe  to  Philip’s  views  in  France,  prince  Mau¬ 
rice  was  engaged  in  the  mod  important  enter- 
prife  which  he  had  hitherto  undertaken,  the 
liege  of  Groningen.  That  city,  though  almoft 

1  D’Avila,  lib.  xiv.  Thuanus,  lib.  ci.  Meteren,  lib.  xiii. 
JSentivoglio,  ann.  159  1.  Sally’s  Memoirs.,  lib.  vi. 
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furrounded  with  the  territories  of  the  States,  book 
had  been  preferred  till  now  in  its  allegiance 
to  Philip,  by  Verdugo,  a  Spanifh  officer  of  *594* 
great  abilities,  with  whofe  affiftance  the  Catho¬ 
lic  part  of  the  inhabitants  had  been  able  to 
keep  the  Proteftants  under  fubjection.  Jealous 
however  of  their  liberty,  they  had  never  con- 
fented  to  admit  any  Spaniffi  garrifon  within 
their  walls,  but  three  thoufand  of  the  citizens, 
trained  to  the  ufe  of  arms,  had  been  inlifted 
in  the  King’s  fervice  for  the  defence  of  the 
town,  while  nine  hundred  of  his  foreign  troops 
were  permitted  to  take  up  their  quarters  in  the 
fuburbs. 

Maurice  had  long  meditated  the  reduction 
of  Groningen,  not  only  becaufe  it  would  be  of 
itfelf  an  acquifition  of  great  value  to  the 
confederacy,  but  becaufe  it  was  the  only 
place  of  confequence  in  thofe  parts  under  the 
Spaniffi  dominion,  and  furn'ffied  an  eafy  en¬ 
trance  to  the  Spaniards  into  the  northern  pro¬ 
vinces.  .  Much  pains  had  been  taken,  and  great 
exertions  made  by  Verdugo  for  its  fecurity. 

Many  bloody  rencounters  had  paffed  between 
him  and  the  forces  of  the  States,  in  which, 
from  the  fmallnefs  of  his  numbers,  and  not 
from  the  want  either  of  bravery  or  conduct, 
he  was  generally  unfuccefsful  ;  and  Maurice, 
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powerfully  feconded  in  all  his  operations  by 
his  coufm  count  William  of  Naflau,  had  at 
length  reduced  Verdugo  to  the  neceffity  of 
quitting  'the  province,  and  had  made  him- 
felf  mailer  of  almolt  every  pafs  by  which  the 
citizens  could  receive  afliftance  or  fupplies. 

They  had  not  neglected  to  inform  the  arch¬ 
duke  of  the  imminent  danger  to  which  they 
were  expofed.  At  their  requ  ft,  the  emperor 
of  Germany  had  tranfmitted  to  Philip  a  repre- 
fentation,  importing,  that  although  they  de- 
fired  nothing  fo  much  as  to  maintain  their 
allegiance,  and  had  preferved  it  long  amidll 
much  greater  hardlhips  and  difficulties  than 
any  of  his  other  fuhjects  had  endured,  yet  if 
the  army  were  not  immediately  lent  to  their 
afliftance,  they  would  foon  And  it  neceflary  to 
open  their  gates  to  the  enemy.  Philip,  far 
from  difregarding  their  application,  made  them 
the  moft  gracious  and  flattering  reply  and 
fent  orders  to  the  archduke  to  poftpone  every 
other  objedt  in  the  Netherlands  to  the  relief 
of  Groningen.  Eut  the  greateft  part  of  his 
forces  were  at  this  time  engaged  in  the  war 
in  Picardy ;  and  the  remainder  having  mu¬ 
tinied  againft  their  officers,  on  account  of  their 
want  of  pay,  refufed  to  obey  the  governor’s 
commands. 

Prince 
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Prince  Maurice  therefore  applied  to  the  book 
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profecution  of  the  fiege,  with  very  little  appre-  w— 
henfion  of  meeting  with  any  interruption  from 
the  Spaniards,  although,  agreeably  to  his  ufual 
cautious  maxims,  he  fortified  not  only  his 
quarters,  but  likewife  the  feveral  pafles  which 
led  to  them  from  the  fouthern  provinces.  By 
beginning  to  open  his  trenches  at  a  difiance 
from  the  town,  the  fiege  was  fomewhat  retarded, 
but  he  thereby  prevented  the  lofs  of  men  which 
would  otherwife  have  been  fuftained.  On  the 
third  of  June  his  batteries*  were  unmafked,  and 
foon  afterwards  all  the  outworks  were  laid  in 
ruins.  The  befieged,  alarmed  with  the  rapi- 
pidity-of  his  progrefs,  called  the  foreign  troops, 
which  were  quartered  in.  the  fuburbs,  to  their 
afiiftance.  The  defence  was  conduced  for  fe¬ 
veral  weeks  with  the  higheft  fpirit  and  intrepi¬ 
dity,  and  much  blood  was  fpilt.  But,  Maurice 
having  blown  up  a  ravelin,  which  was  one  of 
the  principal  defences  of  the  place,  the  courage 
of  the  inhabitants  began  to  fail,  and  there  was 
nothing  to  be  heard  but  complaints  of  the  ingra¬ 
titude  of  the  King,  in  thus  abandoning  to  their 
enterprifing  enemy  a  people  fo  diftinguilhed  for 
•  their  attachment  and  fidelity. 

Their  chief  magiftrate.  Van  Balen,  who  had' 
long  been  fecretly  averfe  to  the  Spanifh  govern¬ 
ment,  improved  with  great  dexterity  the  opp’or- 
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b  o  o  k  tunity  which  their  prefent  temper  afforded  him. 

w...  He  fludied  to  confirm  them  in  their  fentiments 

*594*  of  the  King’s  ingratitude :  he  reprefented  to 

them  the  folly  of  flattering  themfelves  with  the 
hopes  of  relief  from  a  prince,  who  was  more 
intent  upon  conquering  the  dominions  of  others, 
than  providing  for  the  fecurity  of  his  own. 
He  painted  in  flrong  colours  the  miferies  which 
they  muff  fuiTer,  if  either  the  fiege  were  to  be 
prolonged,  or  the  town  to  be  taken  by  aflault ; 
and,  by  expatiating  on  the  advantages  which 
would  accrue  to  them  from  acceding  to  the 
union  of  Utrecht,  he  endeavoured  to  make 
them  fenhble,  that  if  freedom  from  a  foreign 
yoke  was  an  objeft  to  be  defined,  it  was  in¬ 
finitely  more  for  their  interefl  to  fubmit  to  the 
generous  enemy,  who  now  befieged  them,  than' 
even  to  be  delivered  from  the  fiege. 


These  exhortations  made  the  defired  im- 
preflion  even  upon  the  minds  of  thofe  who  were 
mofl  attached  to  the  Catholic  religion.  That 
attachment  had  been  long  their  only  tie  to  the 
Spanifh  government ;  and  it  was  overcome  at 
this  time  by  their  indignation  on  account  of 
Philip’s  negligence  in  providing  for  their  de¬ 
fence,  joined  to  their  defire  of  participating  of 
that  civil  liberty,  which  had  proved  the  fource 
of  fo  much  profperity  and  happinefc  to  the  con¬ 
federated  provinces. 
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A  deputation  of  the  principal  inhabitants 
was  fent  to  treat  of  a  furrender  ;  and  the  prince, 
without  hefitation,  granted  them  the  moft  ad¬ 
vantageous  terms.  The  city  of  Groningen 
was  declared  to  be  henceforth  a  member  of  the 
union  of  Utrecht.  All  the  exemptions  and 
ancient  privileges  of  the  inhabitants  were  con¬ 
firmed  ;  the  civil  government  of  the  place  was 
allowed  to  remain  on  the  fame  footing  as  be¬ 
fore,  and  liberty  of  confcience  was  ellablifhed, 
with  this  reftriction,  that  no  other  religion  but 
the  reformed  Ihould  be  publicly  exercifed. 
The  citizens,  on  the  other  hand,  engaged  to 
acknowledge  the  fupreme  authority  of  the 
States  j  to  fubmit  to  the  general  laws  of  the 
union ;  to  contribute  their  fhare  of  the  public 
expences;  and  to  admit  fuch  a  garrifon  into 
the  town  as  the  States  Ihould  judge  neceifary 
for  its  fecurity.  The  foreign  foldiers  were  per¬ 
mitted  to  depart  with  their  arms  and  baggage. 
The  capitulation  was  figned  on  the  23d  of  July; 
and  on  the  fame  day  prince  Maurice  entered 
the  town.  He  remained  in  it  for  fome  time 
till  certain  articles  of  the  capitulation  were  exe¬ 
cuted,  after  which,  having  committed  the  go¬ 
vernment  to  his  kinfman,  count  William  of  Naf- 
feu,  he  fet  out  for  the  Hague E. 

s  Meteren,  lib.  xvii.  Bentivoglio,  part  iii.  lib.  i.  Gro- 
tius,  lib.  iii. 
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Mutiny  of 


foldiers. 


The  muti¬ 
neers  pro- 
;e£ted  by 
Maurice. 


While  Philip’s  power  fuffered  fo  great  a 
diminution  in  the  northern  provinces,  his  af¬ 
fairs  in  Brabant  were  daily  more  and  more  in¬ 
volved  in  diforder  and  confafion.  The  arch¬ 
duke  had,  with  the  utmoft  difficulty,  raifed 
money  to  fatisfy  the  Walloon  and  Spanilh  mu¬ 
tineers  ;  but  no  fooner  had  thefe  men  returned 
to  their  duty,  than  the  Italians,  to  whom  the 
fame  arrears  were  due,  refolved  to  employ  the 
fame  means  to  effe&uate  their  payment.  Many 
of  the  officers  concurred  with  the  private  men 
in  forming  this  refolution,  and  they  put  it  in- 
flantly  in  execution,  by  feizing  on  the  town  of 
Sichen,  where  a  part  of  their  number  had  been 
Rationed.  They  were  joined  by  foldiers  from 
all  the  garrifons  in  the  neighbourhood,  who 
continued  flocking  to  them,  till  they  amounted 
to  two  thoufand  horfe  and  foot. 


Not  fatisfied  with  laying  the  country  round 
the  town  under  contribution,  they  fpread  them- 
felves  over  the  province,  made  excurflons  to 
the  very  gates  of  Bruffels,  where  the  governor 
refided,  and  plundered  the  people  with  as  much 
cruelty  as  if  they  had  been  engaged  in  open 
war.  The  governor  having  tried  the  power  of 
perfuafion  without  effect,  refolved  to  employ 
force  to  reduce  them  $  and  for  this  purpofe  he 
fent  the  Spanilh  troops  which  he  had  lately 
pacified,  under  Lewis  de  Velafco,  to  befiege 
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Sichen.  In  the  beginning  of  this  fedition,  K 
prince  Maurice  had  made  the  mutineers  an  offer  h. — 
of  fhelter  and  protection  in  the  territories  of  1594* 
the  States,  and  they  readily  agreed  to  accept 
this  offer  in  cafe  they  fhould  find  it  neceffary ; 
but  informed  him,  that  they  would  defend 
themfelves  in  Sichen  as  long  as  they  were  able, 
againfl  the  Spaniards.  They  accordingly  did 
fo,  and  made  feveral  defperate  fallies,  in  which 
many  on  both  Tides  were  flain.  Finding  how¬ 
ever  that  the  place  was  too  weak  to  be  long 
defended  againfl  an  enemy  fo  much  fuperior  in 
number,  they  retired  under  the  fortifications  of 
Breda  and  San  Gertrudenberg,  where  pro- 
vifions  were  fold  to  them  by  the  fubjefts  of  the 
States.  The  intention  of  Maurice  in  this  fin-  Hls  motlve* 
gular  treatment  of  an  enemy,  was  only  to  pro¬ 
long  the  term  of  their  difobedience.  He  made 
no  attempt  to  perfuade  them  to  enter  into 
the  fervice  of  the  confederacy,  but  gave  per- 
miffion  to  the  archduke  to  fend  an  ambaffador 
to  treat  with  them  ;  and  when,  after  a  tedious 
negociation,  they  had  agreed  to  take  up  their 
quarters  in  Tirlemont,  and  to  remain  there  till 
their  demands  were  fatisfied,  without  renewing 
their  hoHilities,  Maurice  readily  allowed  them 
to  depart.  They  required  a  Spanifh  nobleman 
to  be  given  as  a  hoflage  for  the  fulfilment  of 
the  governor’s  promifes ;  and  fo  great  was  the 
difqrder  of  the  King’s  finances  at  this  period, 
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at  Tirlemont  for  near  a  year  before  their  arrears 
*594*  were  paid  h. 


Death  of 
Erneft  j 


Fuentes 
nameel  go¬ 
vernor. 


Before  the  expiration  of  this  term,  the  go¬ 
vernor  was  feized  with  a  hedic  fever,  of  which 
he  died  on  the  twentieth  of  February,  in  the' 
forty-fecond  year  of  his  age.  He  named  the 
count  of  Fuentes  for  his  fucceffor,  and  his 
choice  was  foon  after  ratified  by  the  King.  This 
nobleman,  having  been  fent  into  the  Nether¬ 
lands  a  little  before  the  death  of  the  duke  of 
Parma,  had,  agreeably  to  Philip’s  inftru&ions, 
during  the  government  of  count  Manfveldt 
and  the  archduke,  poffefied  a  principal  fhare  in 
the  admirdfiration.  By  his  advice,  or  more 
properly  by  his  authority,  count  Manfveldt 
had  publifhed  a  barbarous  edid,  commanding 
all  prifoners  to  be  put  to  death ;  and  ordering 
the  King’s  troops,  who,  in  their  excurfions  into 
the  territories  of  the  States,  had  been  fatisfied, 
for  feveral  years  paft  with  levying  contributions, 
henceforth  to  lay  wafte  the  country  with  fire  and 
fword. 


The  States,  in  return,  publifhed  a  manifefto, 
in  which  they  expreffed  their  abhorrence  of  this 
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barbarity ;  but  at  the  fame  time  declared,  that 
if  the  governor  did  not  recal  his  edict  againft 
a  certain  time,  they  v/ould  retaliate  the  cruelty 
which  it  prefcribed  upon  the  troops  and  fub- 
jects  of  the  King.  This  meafure  had  been 
urged  by  Fuentes,  on  the  pretence  of  ihorten- 
ing  the  duration  of  the  war,  although  the  ex¬ 
perience  of  his  kinfman,  the  duke  of  Alva, 
might  have  convinced  him,  that,  confidering 
the  ftrength  to  which  the  confederacy  had  at¬ 
tained,  it  would  ferve  only  to  increafe  the  ca¬ 
lamities  of  the  war,  and  to  render  it  perpetual. 
Count  Manfveldt  came  foon  to  be  fenfible,  that 
thefe  muff  be  the  confequences,  and  either  re¬ 
voked  his  edict,  or  gave  orders  to  prevent  it  from 
being  carried  into  execution. 
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of  the  Fle¬ 
mish  nobles. 


Fusntes  however  Hill  continued  to  exercife  Dlfcontent 
an  unlimited  influence  in  the  government.  The 
Flemilh  nobility  complained  bitterly,  as  in  the 
time  of  cardinal  Granvelle,  of  the  infignificance 
to  which  they  were  reduced,  and  before  the 
death  of  the  archduke  they  had  given  fome 
{hiking  proofs  of  their  difcontent.  This  dis¬ 
content  was  greatly  heightened  when  the  count 
was  appointed  governor;  they  faw  then  bow* 
little  fincerity  there  had  been  in  thofe  foothing 
promifes  which  the  King  had  made  them  fome 
years  before,  when  they  confented  to  the  rc- 

troops.  They  perceived 


turn  of  the  foreign 


how 
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book  how  little  truft  and  confidence  he  repofed  in 
them,  and  were  fenfible  at  lad  of  the  truth  of 
*594*  what  the  prince  of  Orange  had  fo  often  told 
them,  that,  by  their  agreement  with  the  duke 
of  Parma,  they  would  reduce  their  country  to 
the  miferable  (late  of  a  province  of  Spain. 
The  duke  d’Arfchot  and  count  Charles  of 
Manfveldt,  who  had  reafon  to  expect  to  have 
been  preferred  before  Fuentes,  would  not  fub- 
mit  to  the  indignity  put  upon  them,  but  re- 
figned  their  employments,  and  left  the  Nether¬ 
lands.  The  duke  d’Arfchot  died  afterwards 
in 'Venice,  and  count  Manfveldt  in  Hungary, 
where  he  commanded  the  emperor’s  army  againft 
the  Turks.  - 


Vigorous  Fuentes  in  the  mean  time  entered  upon  the 
Fuentes.0'  ^xercife  of  his  office,  and,  notwithftanding  the 
prejudices  which  the  Flemings  feem  juftly  to 
have  entertained  againft  him,  he  foon  difeo- 
vered  that  his  abilities  were  not  unequal  to  the 
charge  with  which  he  was  invefted.  He  ap¬ 
plied  with  great  fuccefs  to  quell  the  mutinous 
fpirit  of  the  army,  and  in  a  few  months  put  it 
upon  a  much  more  refpeftable  footing,  both  as 
to  difeipline  and  numbers. 


Declaration 
of  war  be- 
tween 
Francs  and 
Spain. 


Philip  had  greater  occafion  now  than  ever 
for  abilities  and  vigour  in  the  perfon  to  whom 
he  committed  the  government  of  the  Nether¬ 
lands, 
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lands.  The  league  in  France  was  about  to  ex- 
pire,  notwithftanding  his  exertions  to  prevent  it ; 
and  the  French  monarch,  being  firmly  featecl 
on  his  throne,  declared  war  againft  him,  pro¬ 
hibiting  all  commerce  with  his  fubje&s,  and 
granting  liberty  to  the  French  to  invade  and 
plunder,  and  take  pofieflion  of  whatever  domi¬ 
nions  belonged  to  the  crown  of  Spain. 

This  meafure  was  condemned  by  many,  as 
being  highly  inexpedient  at  the  prefent  junc¬ 
ture,  on  account  of  the  exhaufted  ftate  to  which 
his  kingdom  was  reduced  by  the  long  continu¬ 
ance  of  the  civil  wars,  and  no  perfon  was  more 
fenfible  of  the  flrength  of  this  objection  than 
the  king  himfelf ;  but  he  believed  that,  in  the 
prefent  temper  of  the  Catholic  king,  peace 
could  not  be  obtained  from  him  upon  honour¬ 
able  terms.  He  was  perfuaded,  that  war  with  the 
Spaniards  muft  of  neceflity  continue  fome  time 
longer  ;  and  he  thought,  that  as  nothing  would 
contribute  more  to  extinguifh  the  flames  of 
civil  difcord  than  a  foreign  war,  it  would  be 
eafier  to  intereil  his  Catholic  fubjefls  in  the  pro- 
fecution  of  it,  if  it  were  regarded  as  a  war  be¬ 
tween  the  crowns,  to  which  political  motives 
had  given  birth,  than  if  it  were  fulfered  to  re¬ 
main  on  its  prefent  footing,  and  confidered  as 
carried  on  by  Philip  for  the  fake  of  religion. 
Jt;  is  not  indeed  improbable,  that  perfonal  ani- 
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mofity  added  force  to  thefe  incitements.  Philip 
had  ever  treated  Henry  in  the  moil  contemptu¬ 
ous  manner  ;  and,  under  the  mafk  of  religion, 
had  endeavoured  firft  to  exclude  him,  and  af¬ 
terwards  to  expel  him  from  the  throne.  Henry 
detefted  that  artifice  and  duplicity  in  Philip’s 
chara&er,  of  which,  in  his  late  attempt  to  pro¬ 
cure  the  abolition  of  the  Salic  law,  he  had 
given  fuch  inconteftible  evidence ;  and  the 
terms  in  which  his  declaration  of  war  was  ex- 
prelfed,  demonllrate,  that  refentment  had,  on 
the  prefent  occafion,  a  confiderable  influence  on 
Ins  conduct, 

Philip’s  anfwer  to  this  declaration  was  per¬ 
fectly  conformable  to  his  character.  All  his 
interferences  in  the  affairs  of  France  had  pro¬ 
ceeded,  he  faid,  from  his  concern  for  the  pro- 
fperity  of  the  people,  and  the  fecurity  of  the 
Catholic  faith  ;  and  he  declared,  that  his  inten¬ 
tion  now  was  not  to  enter  into  war  with  the 
crown  or  nation  of  France,  but  only  to  perfe- 
vere  in  ■  protecting  the  true  Catholics  of  that 
kingdom  from  the  oppreflion  of  the  prince  of 
Bearn  and  his  adherents  h 

Both  kings  had  been  employed,  before  their 
declaration  of  war,  in  preparing  for  the  recom- 

3  D’Avila,  lib,  xiv. 
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mencement  of  hostilities ;  and  Henry,  befides  book 
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his  domeftic  preparations,  had  entered  into  (l  1  —  |  — 
treaty  of  alliance  offenftve  and  defenfive  with  *59* 
the  United  Provinces.  Agreeably  to  an  article 
of  this  treaty,  the  States  fent  a  body  of  horfe  and 
foot,  under  Philip,  count  of  NalTau,  to  in¬ 
vade  the  province  of -Luxemburg.  Their  en¬ 
terprises  were  for  fome  time  attended  with  fuc- 
cefs  ;  but  Fuentes,  haying  difpatched  the  brave 
Verdugo  with  Superior  forces  to  oppofe  them, 
they  were  obliged,  after  Several  rencounters,  to 
quit  the  province  ;  and  were  foon  after  recalled, 

and  ftationed  near  the  frontier  of  Brabant, 

% 

where  it  was  expected  they  would  be  of  equal 
Service  to  the  French  monarch,  by  detaining  the 
Spaniards  in  the  Netherlands. 

The  army  of  the  States,  however,  even  after  s;  eie  ®f  Ca- 
it  was  joined  by  thefe  troops,  was  not  able  to  teut‘ 
furnifh  full  employment  to  thole  which  the  go¬ 
vernor  had  prepared.  Fie  left  an  army  under 
Mondragone  to  check  the  progrefs  of  prince 
Maurice,  and  fet  out  himfelf  for  Picardy  with 
the  reft  of  his  forces.  His  firft  enterprife  was 
the  fiege  of  Catelet,  of  which  he  made  himfelf 
mafter  in  a  few  weeks,  though  it  was  ftrongly 
fortified,  and  bravely  defended  by  the  garrifon. 


During  this  fiege,  Fuentes  had  reafon  to  . 
fiatter  himfelf  with  the  hopes  of  acquiring  pof-  Gomeron 

r  —  and  d’Or. 
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feffion  of  the  cattle  and  town  of  Ham  without 
bloodfhed.  The  cattle  was  held  by  an  officer 
called  d’Orvilliers,  and  the  town  by  his  half- 
brother,  whofe  name  was  Gomeron.  Thefe 
two  men  had  been  violent  partizans  of  the 
league,  and  the  latter  refolved  to  deliver  the 
town  to  the  Spaniards  rather  than  to  the  king 
of  France,  but  he  demanded  from  Fuentes 
a  reward  of  twenty  thoufand  crowns  for  the 
town,  and  a  ftill  higher  reward,  if  he  Ihould 
prevail  upon  his  brother  (which  he  engaged  to 
do)  to  deliver  up  the  cattle.  The  count  rea¬ 
dily  agreed  to  thefe  terms,  and  paid  him  the 
twenty  thoufand  crowns  upon  his  admitting  a 
thoufand  Spanilh  troops  into  the  town ;  but 
required  Gomeron  himfelf  and  his  two  younger 
brothers  to  remain  with  him  as  hoftages,  till 
the  cattle  likewife  Ihould  be  put  into  his  pof- 

feffion.  To  this  Gomeron  confented,  from  a 

J 

fond  perfuatton  that  his  brother  would  imitate 
his  example,  rather  than  expofe  him  and  his 
other  brothers  to  the  refentment  of  the  Spa¬ 
niards,  efpecially  as  their  mother  was  in  the 
cattle,  whofe  intreaties  he  expefted  d’Orvilliers 
would  be  unable  to  retttt.  But  d’Orvilliers 
chofe  rather  to  abandon  his  brothers  to  their 
fate,  than  betray  his  charge  to  the  enemies  of 
his  country;  and  he  admitted  the  duke ‘de 
Bouillon  into  the  cattle,  with  a  numerous  body 
-of  the  King’s  troops,  who  attacked  the  Spa-. 

niards 
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niards  in  the  town,  and  either  put  them  to  the 
fword  or  took  them  prifoners.  The  mother 
of  Gomeron,  now  trembling  with  anxiety  for 
her  children’s  prefervation,  came  to  Fuentes, 
and  reprefented,  that  d’Orvilliers  repented  of 
what  he  had  done,  and  was  willing  to  deliver 
the  caltle  to  him,  if  he  would  come  himfelf 
with  his  army  to  receive  it.  The  count,  be¬ 
lieving  her  reprefentation  to  be  true,  the  more 
readily  as  Ihe  herfelf  feemed  entirely  convinced 
of  the  truth  of  it,  advanced  with  his  forces  to¬ 
wards  Ham  ;  but  finding  that  the  mother  had 
been  deceived,  and  that,  in  order  to  avoid  her 
importunity,  d’Orvilliers  had  left  the  place, 
and  refigned  his  government  to  another,  he  was 
inflamed  with  rage,  and  put  Gomeron  to  death 
in  prefence  of  the  array.  This  unhappy  man  did 
not  perhaps  deferve  fo  fevere  a  punifhment  from 
the  hands  of  Fuentes;  but  it  was  due  to  the 
treachery  and  egregious  folly  into  which  his  ava¬ 
rice  had  betrayed  himk. 
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From  Ham  the  count  conducted  his  troops, 
after  they  had  relied  fome  days,  to  lay  fiege  to 
Dourlens.  This  town  being  near  the  frontier 
of  the  Netherlands,  was  llrongly  fortified  and 
garrifoned  by  a  confiderable  number  of  feledl 
troops.  Still  however  it  was  necefiary,  in  or- 
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der  to  prevent  it  from  falling  into  the  enemy’s 
hands,  that  the  garrifon  fhould  be  augmented: 
and  no  fooner  had  the  marfhals  Bouillon  and 
Viilars,  whom  the  King  had  fent  to  watch  the 
motions  of  the  Spanifh  army,  heard  that  Dour- 
lens  was  inverted,  than  they  afiembled  all  the 
troops  in  the  neighbourhood,  amounting  to  a 
thoufand  foot  and  fifteen  hundred  horfe,  and 
advanced  towards  the  tov/n,  in  hopes  of  being 
able  to  force  their  way  through  the  enemy’s 
entrenchments ;  but  Fuentes  having  received 
intelligence  of  their  dertgn,  left  a  part  of  his 
forces  to  guard  his  trenches,  and  marched  out 
with  the  reft,  in  order  of  battle,  to  an  advan¬ 
tageous  rttuation  at  a  little  diftance  from  the 
town.  When  the  duke  of  Bouillon  obferved 
Fuentes  fo  well  prepared  for  his  defence,  he 
counfelled  marfhal  Viilars  to  retire  ;  but  that 
intrepid  general,  whofe  courage  was  ever  too 
ardent  and  impetuous,  refufed  to  comply,  and 
ftill  continued  to  advance,  till  his  troops  were 
almoft  furrounded  by  the  Spaniards.  A  de- 
fperate  and  bloody  battle  enfued  ;  in  which, 
from  their  great  inferiority  in  refpedt  of  number, 
the  French  were  aimoft  entirely  cut  to  pieces, 
Viilars  himfelf  was  flain,  and  the  cavalry,  after 
great  lofs,  were  obliged  to  retire. 

During  the  combat,  the  garrifon  fallied  out 
upon  the  troops  which  had  been  left  to  defend 

the 
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the  camp  and  trenches;  but  through  the  wife  BX(^°IK 
precaution  which  had  been  taken,  the  Spa- 
niards  proved  victorious ;  and  Fuentes  refu- 
med,  with  frefh  fpirit'and  vigour,  the  operations  of 
the  fiege.  Among  the  befieged  there  were 
more  than  three  hundred  gentlemen,  who  in- 
fpired  the  garrifon  with  the  fame  generous  fpi- 
rit  by  which  they  themfelves  were  actuated, 
and  defended  the  town  feveral  days  with  extra¬ 
ordinary  courage  and  refolution.  But  their 
fkill  and  conduCt  were  not  equal  to  the  bravery 
which  they  difplayed.  In  an  afiault  on  the 
thirty-firft  of  July  they  were  overpowered 
by  the  affailants,  and  almoft  the  whole  garrifon, 
amounting  to  more  than  a  thoufand  men,  with 
their  governor  the  count  of  Dinan,  were  put  to 
the  fword. 

Fuentes,  emboldened  by  his  fuccefs,  refolved  s^ge  of 
next  to  lay  fiege  to  Cambray ;  the  reduction  of  1 
which  was  the  principal  objeCt  of  his  prefent  ex¬ 
pedition. 

...  * 

This  important  city  had  been  wrefted  from 
the  Spaniards,  as  is  above  related,  by  the  duke 
of  Anjou  ;  and  Anjou  had  bequeathed  it  to  his 
mother  Catharine  of  Medicis,  by  vtrhom  a 
French  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Balagny  had 
been  appointed  governor  both  of  the  town  and 
citadel.  Balagny,  taking  advantage  of  the 
,  *  *  •  troubles 
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troubles  in  France,  had  for  fever al  years  ac¬ 
knowledged  no  fuperior ;  and  as  he  had  ftu- 
died  to  maintain  fome  degree  of  neutrality  be¬ 
tween  the  contending  parties,  he  had  been  fuf- 
fered  to  aft  as  fovereign  both  of  the  city  and  its 
territory.  But  apprehending,  after  the  difcom- 
fiture  of  the  League,  that  it  was  neceffary  for 
him  to  make  a  choice  either  of  the  king  of 
France  or  Spain  for  his  proteftor,  he  agreed 
to  acknowledge  his  dependence  on  the  French 
monarch,  on  condition,  that  he  Ihould  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  enjoy  under  him  poffeffion  of  the  fo- 
vereignty,  with  the  title  of  the  prince  of  Cam- 
bray  5  and  to  thefe  terms  Henry  the  more  rea¬ 
dily  confented,  as  he  dreaded  that,  if  he  re¬ 
jected  them,  they  would  be  granted  by  the  king 
of  Spain. 

Balagny,  being  thus  confirmed  in  his  pof¬ 
feffion,  fpared  no  expence  or  pains  in  ftrength- 
ening  the  fortifications  of  the  place.  The  gar- 
rifon  amounted  to  three  thoufand  foot  and  fix 
hundred  horfe,  the  greateft  part  of  which  were 
French  troops  of  the  moil  unqueftionable 
bravery.  The  town  was  ftrong,  and  it  was 
well  furnilhed  with  military  {lores  and  provi- 
fions. 

Determined  by  thefe  confiderations,  fome 
of  the  principal  officers  in  the  Spanifh  army 
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endeavoured  to  perfuade  the  count  de  Fuentes  book 

*  XXIII. 

to  relinquifh  his  defign,  by  reprefenting,  that  , _ 

before  he  could  accomplifh  it,  either  the  van-  1  sis¬ 
ter  feafon  would  overtake  him,  or  the  French 
monarch,  being  difengaged  from  his  enemies 
in  other  quarters^  would  arrive  with  a  fuperior 
army,  and  attack  him  after  his  troops  were  di- 
minifning  in  number,  and  exhaufled  with  the 
operations  of  the  fiege  ;  but  Fuentes,  ambi¬ 
tious  to  diftinguifh  his  adminiftration  by  fo 
important  an  acquifition,  and  elated  by  the 
fuccefs  with  which  his  enterprifes  had  been 
hitherto  attended,  refufed  to  liften  to  thefe 
remonftrances ;  and,  having  received  a  great 
augmentation  of  forces  from  the  neighbouring 
provinces,  he  began  his  operations  without  de¬ 
lay.  They  were  carried  on  with  a  degree  of 
fkill  and  vigour  which  would  have  reflected 
honour  on  the  greatell  generals  of  the  age; 
and  notwithftanding  the  moft  intrepid  defence, 
conducted  with  much  prudence  by  the  cele¬ 
brated  de  Vic,  whom  Henry  had  fent  W'ith  a 
reinforcement  of  troops  to  the  affiftance  of  the 
beiieged,  the  count  opened  his  batteries  in  a 
few  weeks  fo  near  the  town,  that  fome  of  its 
principal  defences  were  deftroyed,  and  a  great 
part  of  the  v/all  was  laid  in  ruins.  Still  how¬ 
ever  his  fuccefs  was  doubtful.  He  encounter¬ 
ed  the  moll  difcouraging  difficulties  in  furnifh- 
ing  his  troops  with  provifions  ;  and  nothing  but 

the 
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the  moil  unconquerable  refolution,  added  to 
the  dread  of  tarnifhing  the  glory  which  he  had 
already  acquired,  could  have  prevented  him 
from  abandoning  his  attempt. 

But  he  was  faved  from  that  mortification, 
by  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  who  having 
been  long  accuftomed  to  the  mild  admini- 
ftration  of  their  archbifhops,  had  borne  with 
extreme  impatience  the  haughty  imperious  be¬ 
haviour  of  Balagny ;  and  had  been  almofl  re¬ 
duced  to  defpair,  by  the  extortion,  rapine,  and 
infolence  of  his  wife,  by  whom  he  differed  him- 
felf  to  be  entirely  governed.  The  citizens  had 
fecretly  fent  a  deputation  of  their  number  to  the 
French  monarch,  intreating  him  to  deliver  them 
from  the  yoke  of  their  oppreffor,  and  offering 
on  that  condition  to  fubmit  to  his  authority, 
and  to  receive  a  garrifon  of  his  troops.  But 
through  the  influence  of  the  famous  Gabrielle 
d’Etrees,  whom  Balagny  had  gained  over  to 
his  intereft,  Henry  not  only  refufed  to  comply 
with  their  requeft,  but  confirmed  Balagny  in 
his  ufurped  authority. 

The  inhabitants,  inflamed  now  with  refent- 
ment  againfl  the  King,  as  well  as  againfl  Ba¬ 
lagny,  refolved  to  embrace  the  firfl  opportu¬ 
nity  of  putting  themfelves  under  the  dominion 
of  their  former  mafler  the  king  of  Spain ;  and 

they 
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they  were  confirmed  in  their  refolution,  by  the 
numerous  ecclefiaflics  in  the  town,  who  hoped 
by  this  meafure  to  effe&uate  the  re-eflablifh- 
ment  of  the  archbifhop,  whom  Balagny  had 
expelled.  Having  formed  their  plan,  they 
delayed  the  execution  of  it,  till  Balagny  and 
De  Vic  were  wholly  occupied  in  taking  mea- 
fures  againfl  an  affault,  which  they  believed 
to  be  intended  by  the  Spaniards.  At  that  time 
they  ran  to  arms,  and  made  themfelves  mailers 
of  one  of  the  gates  of  the  city.  De  Vic,  Ba¬ 
lagny,  and  his  wife,  fpared  no  pains  to  divert 
them  from  their  purpofe,  but  all  their  endea¬ 
vours  proved  ineffectual.  Two  of  the  principal 
citizens  were  immediately  fent  to  Fuentes,  with 
an  offer  to  furrender  the  town  on  the  following 
conditions,  to  which  he  readily  agreed :  That 
the  foldiers  fhould  be  reftrained  from  plunder : 
That  all  pall  offences  fhould  be  forgiven :  That 
the  citizens  fhould  enjoy  their  wonted  privileges, 
and  the  archbifhop  be  reflored  to  his  ancient 
jurifdiction  and  authority. 

The  garrifon  immediately  retired  into  the 
citadel,  where  they  expeCled  to  have  been  able 
to  defend  themfelves  for  a  confiderable  time. 
But  having  found,  upon  fearching  the  maga¬ 
zines,  that  there  was  hardly  provifions  enough 
to  fupport  them  for  three  days,  they  agreed  on 
the  firfl  fummons  to  capitulate.  The  wife  of 
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Balagny  had  reduced  them  to  this  neeeflity, 
by  felling,  at  an  exorbitant  price,  without  her 
hufband’s  knowledge,  the  proviuons  which  had. 
been  laid  up  in  Itore. 

During  the  fiege,  this  woman  had  difcovered 
a  degree  of  fpirit,  capacity,  and  courage,  above 
her  fex  ;  but  being  unable  to  bear  the  confciouf- 
nefs  of  that  egregious  folly  into  which  her 
avarice  had  betrayed  her,  and  which  was  now 
attended  with  confequences  fo  fatal  to  her  am¬ 
bition,  fhe  was  overwhelmed  with  anguilh  and 
defpair;  and  refufing  to  take  either  medicine 
or  food,  fhe  died  miferably,  before  the  citadef 
was  delivered  to  the  Spaniards. 

The  capitulation  was  figned  on  the  feventh 
of  October,  and  the  garrifon  marched  out  with 
all  the  honours  of  war  upon  the  ninth  5  imme¬ 
diately  after  which,  Fuentes  having  Rationed 
five  hundred  Spaniards  in  the  citadel,  and  two 
thoufand  Germans  in  the  town,  fet  out  for  the 
Netherlands  with  the  reft  of  his  forces,  and 
put  them  into  winter-quarters  in  Flanders, 
Artois,  and  Hainault1. 

The  reader  will  not  fuppofe  that  the  a£tive 
fpirit  of  the  French  monarch  could  be  unemployed 
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during  the  courfe  of  thefe  difaftrous  events,  book. 
He  was  deeply  affedted  by  the  lofs  of  the  im- 
portant  towns  which  had  been  conquered  by  '  1595‘ 

Fuentes,  and  would  have  marched  in  perfon  to 
their  relief,  had  he  not  believed  that  his  pre¬ 
fence  was  ftill  more  neceffary  in  another  part 
of  his  dominions.  For  Philip  having  refolved 
to  profecute  the  war  with  vigour  in  different 
quarters  at  the  fame  time,  had  ordered  Velafco, 
the  conftable  of  Caftile  and  governor  of  Milan, 
to  lead  an  army  of  ten  thoufand  men  into 
Burgundy ;  and  thefe  troops  were,  upon  their 
arrival  in  Franche  Compte,  joined  by  the  duke 
de  Mayenne  with  a  thoufand  foot  and  four  hun¬ 
dred  horfe.  This  army  was  greatly  fuperior  to 
any  which  marihal  Biron,  \vho  commanded  in 
thefe  parts,  could  affemble  to  oppofe  it;  and 
Henry  dreaded  that  the  province  of  Burgundy 
would  be  fpeedily  over-run.  Having  therefore 
fent  orders  to  his  troops  in  different  parts  to 
follow  him,  he  fet  out  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
one  thoufand  eight  hundred  horfe  and  foot, 
with  an  intention  to  harafs  the  enemy,  till  the 
reft  of  his  army  ihould  arrive. 

r 

The  Spaniards  had  paffed  the  Saone,  and  Battle  of 
advanced  as  far  as  rontame-r  ranine,  when  Francoife. 
Henry  attacked  them  on  their  march,  with  a 
degree  of  impetuofity  and  ardor  that  filled  Ve» 
lafco  with  aftonifliment.  The  King  was  bravely 
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book  fupported  on  this  occafion  by  the  marquis  de 
Mirebeau,  the  count  de  Gramont,  and  feveral 
*5 95-  others  of  his  nobility;  but  above  all,  by  the 

intrepid  Biron,  who  fought  long  after  he  wa& 
covered  with  the  blood  that  flowed  from  a  wound 
t  which  he  had  received  in  the  beginning  of  the 
engagement.  The  King,  by  his  exhortations, 
and  dill  more  by  his  example,  inflamed  his 
troops  to  a  degree  of  madnefs.  At  the  head 
of  his  fquadrons,  he  plunged  fword  in  hand 
into  the  midft  of  the  enemy,  broke  through 
their  ranks,  and  threw  their  van  into  confu- 
fion. 

Had  Velafco  ordered  his  whole  army  to  ad* 
vance,  it  is  impoflible  but  Henry  muft  have 
been  furrounded  and  overpowered.  But  his 
courage  on  this  occafion  fupplied  the  want  both 
of  caution  and  of  numbers.  Velafco,  intimi- 
dated  by  the  unexampled  boldnefs  which  he 
had  feen  displayed,  gave  orders  for  a  retreat, 
and  left  the  King  in  poffeffion  of  the  field  of 
battle.  Early  next  morning  he  repafled  the 
Saone,  notwithftanding  the  earned:  remon- 
durances  of  the  duke  de  Mayenne,  who  had 
procured  certain  intelligence  of  the  drength  of 
the  enemy.  Mayenne  then  intreated  Velafco 
to  leave  him  a  part  of  the  forces  to  raife  the 
fiege  of  Dijon,  which  had  been  inveded  by  a 
party  of  the  royalids,  and  to  enable  him  to  de- 
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fend  fuch  other  towns  on  this  fide  of  the  river  book 

X  Kill. 

as  were  ftill  in  his  pofleffion.  But  this  like-  t. . — 
wife  the  Spanifh  general  refufed,  and  conti-  *595* 
nued  to  retire  till  he  reached  the  town  of  Gray ; 
where  he  fortified  his  camp  in  the  ftrongeft 
manner,  with  a  refolution  to  act  only  on  the 
defenfive,  in  cafe  the  royal  army  ffiould  ad¬ 
vance. 

Velasco,  who  was  utterly  unpradifed  in  the  Reconcile- 

•  it  i  l  n  i  merit  of 

military  art,  appears  to  have  been  itrongly  ac-  Mayenne 
tuated  with  a  dread  of  the  fuperior  fkill  and  ^hg>th? 
bravery  of  the  King.  But  the  duke  de  May- 
enne  likewife  perceived,  in  his  conduct  towards 
him ,  on  this  occafion,  manifeft  fymptoms  of 
diffidence  and  diftruft.  This  the  Duke  could 
not  help  attributing  to  Velafco’s  inftrudions 
from  the  court  of  Spain ;  and  he  could  not 
doubt,  that  through  the  ill  offices  of  the  Spa- 
niffi  minifters  in  France,  Philip  had  conceived 
fome  freffi  jealoufy  of  his  defigns.  Fie  was 
therefore  thrown '  into  great  perplexity,  while 
he  believed  that  he  ffiould  ere  long  be  aban¬ 
doned  by  the  Spaniards,  as  he  had  already 
been  by  molt  of  his  adherents  in  France ;  and 
could  hardly  fuppofe  that  now,  when  his  power 
was  reduced  fo  low,  he  would  be  able  to  ob¬ 
tain  advantageous  conditions  from  the  King. 

After  long  deliberation,  he  formed  the  refolu¬ 
tion  of  going  to  Madrid,  to  jufiify  his  con¬ 
i''  3  dud 
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duel  to  Philip  againd  the  mifreprefentations 
of  his  miniders.  But  he  was  faved  from  that 
fatal  ftep,  by  the  invincible  goodnefs  of  the 
French  monarch,  who,  having  been  informed 
of  his  didrefs,  fent  Lignerac,  a  friend  and  con¬ 
fident  of  the  Duke,  to  allure  him  of  his  elteem, 
and  to  inform  him,  that  he  was  Hill  ready  to 
receive  him  into  favour,  and  to  grant  him  the 
mod  honourable  terms. 

Henry  did  not  require  an  immediate  fub- 
million  from  him,  becaufe  the  Duke  had  often 
declared,  that  he  would  never  acknowledge  his 
authority  till  the  Pope  Ihould  grant  him  abfo- 
lution ;  but  he  defired  that  he  Ihould  retire  to 
Chalons,  one  of  his  own  towns,  and  wait  there 
for  that  event,  in  full  confidence  that  no  ad¬ 
vantage  Ihould  be  taken  in  the  mean  time,  either 
of  himfelf  or  his  adherents. 

Mayenne,  who  knew  with  how  much  fafety 
he  might  rely  on  Henry’s  promife,  and  was 
deeply  penetrated  with  a  fenfe  of  the  generous 
offer  which  had  been  made  to  him,  accepted  of 
it  without  hefitation,  and  left  the  Spanilh  camp. 

Soon  after  this  agreement,  Henry  advanced 
to  the  banks  of  the  Saone,  with  a  refolution  to 
tranfport  his  forces,  confiding  of  feven  thou- 
fand  foot  and  two  thoufand  horfe,  into  Franche 

Compte, 
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Compte,  where  Velafco  lay  intrenched.  In  book 
fpite  of  the  troops  which  had  been  planted  to  u — v — « 
difpute  his  paflage,  he  forded  the  river  about  TS95* 
three  miles  below  the  town  of  Gray,  and  then 
led  his  army  towards  the  enemy ;  but  finding 
their  intrenchments  too  flrongly  fortified  to  be 
attacked  with  any  probability  of  fuccefs,  he 
turned  afide,  and  began  to  lay  wade  the  coun- 
try,  or  to  levy  contribudons  from  the  inhabit¬ 
ants.  Velafco  remained  ftill  within  his  camp. 

At  length  the  Swifs  Cantons,  as  friends  and 
protectors  of  the  people  of  Franche  Compte, 
interpofed  their  influence.  At  their  defire,  the 
King  readily  defilled  from  his  depredations; 
and  having  led  back  his  troops  into  his  own 
dominions,  he  refolved  to  march  as  foon  as 
poiTible,  to  the  frontiers  of  the  Netherlands. 

He  was  in  daily  expectation,  at  this  time.  The  pope 
of  receiving  the  Pope’s  abfolution,  which  had  f£nr*  ab- 
been  much  longer  delayed  than  he  expected,  folut,on- 
through  the  violent  oppofition  of  the  Spanilh 
minifters  at  Rome ;  but  Clement,  now  per¬ 
ceiving  that  Henry  was  firmly  eflablifhed  on 
the  throne,  and  dreading  that  by  a  longer  delay 
he  might  exhauft  his  patience,  and  provoke 
him  to  throw  off  his  allegiance  to  the  Ploly 
See,  refolved  to  run  the  rifle  of  giving  offence 
to  Philip,  and  on  the  16th  of  September 
pronounced  the  fentence  of  abfolution.  This 

T  4  event 


2SO 


HISTORY  OF  THE  REIGN  OF 


event  gave  inexpreffible  joy  to  all  the  true 
Catholics  of  France;  and  the  treaty  of  agree¬ 
ment  which  had  been  begun  with  the  duloe  de 
Mayenne,  was  foon  after  brought  to  the  defired 
conclufion.  Such  other  members  of  the  League 
as  had  not  already  fubmitted,  imitated  the 
example  of  their  leader.  Internal  peace  was 
every  where  edablifhed,  and  Henry  had  leifure 
to  apply  his  whole  attention  to  the  Spanifh 
war  m. 

Affairs  of  The  tranfa&ions  in  the  Netherlands  this 

the  T'fc  tiicr- 

lands.  '  year  were  lefs  important  and  interefting  than 
in  any  former  campaign  fmce  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  war,  which  was  principally  owing 
to  the  governor’s  prudent  choice  of  the  vigi¬ 
lant,  experienced  Mondragone,  as  commander 
in  chief  of  the  forces  during  his  abfence. 
About  the  middle  of  July,  prince  Maurice 
befieged  the  town  of  Groll ;  but  Mondragone, 
having  augmented  his  army,  by  making  draughts 
from  the  garrifons  of  the  neighbouring  towns, 
advanced  towards  him  with  fo  much  celerity, 
that  not  having  had  time  to  complete  his  en¬ 
trenchments,  Maurice  was  obliged  to  raife  the 
Lege.  The  two  armies  lay  long  in  fight  of 

m  D’Avila,  lib.  xiv.  Tbuanus,  anno  1595.  Perefixe 
Elzevir,  p.  230,  &c. 
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each  other;  and  as  they  were  nearly  equal  in 
ftrength,  and  both  generals  exerted  an  equal 
degree  of  vigilance  and  circumfpection,  they 
effectually  prevented  one  another  from  under¬ 
taking  any  important  enterprife. 

There  were  frequent  fkirmifhes  with  various 
fuccefs ;  but  the  only  one  which  deferves  to  be 
mentioned  was  a  rencounter  near  the  river 
Lippe,  where  Maurice  ordered  count  Philip  de 
Naffau,  with  five  hundred  horfe,  to  lie  in. 
ambufti  in  a  wood,  to  intercept  a  party  of  the 
enemy  which  had  been  fent  out  for  provifions. 
Of  this  Mondragone  had  received  intelligence, 
and  with  great  fecrecy  ftationed  a  body  of  horfe 
(till  more  numerous  in  another  wood,  at  a  little 
diftance  from  the  firft.  When  the  Spanilh  fo¬ 
ragers  arrived  at  the  ambufcade,  they  were 
attacked  on  every  fide,  and  repulfed  with  con- 
fiderable  daughter  ;  but  being  fpeedily  reinforced 
by  their  friends  in  the  neighbouring  woods, 
they  returned  to  the  charge.  The  Dutch  troops, 
aftonilhed  to  find  themfelves  caught  in  their 
own  fnare,  were  at  laid  overpowered  by  num¬ 
bers  ;  three  hundred  of  them,  with  their  com¬ 
mander,  were  killed,  and  the  reft  obliged  to 
fave  themfelves  by  flight. 

This  was  the  laft  memorable  event  of  the 
campaign,  although  the  two  generals  remained 

in 
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in  fight  of  each  other  till  the  end  of  O&ober, 
when  they  broke  up  their  camps,  and  put  their 
troops  into  winter- quarters ;  and  Mondragone 
died  not  long  after  at  the  age  of  ninety-two, 
having  to  the  laft  preferved  fufncient  vigour 
to  fulfil,  with  diltinguifhed  reputation,  all  the 
duties  of  a  commander.  He  had  ferved  in  the 
Netherlands  near  fifty  years,  and  had  a  principal 
fhare  in  almoft  every  military  enterprife,  yet  he 
had  the  fingular  fortune  to  efcape  without  a 
wound  n. 

*  Grotius,  lib.  iv.  Bentivoglio,  part  iii.  lib.  ii. 

During  the  courfe  of  the  tranfadtions  recorded  in  this 
book,  the  Dutch  performed  their  firft  expedition  to  India  ; 
but  as  their  acquifitions  at  this  time  were  inconfiderable,  and 
their  moft  important  conquefts  over  Philip’s  fubjedfs  in  that 
diftant  region  were  not  atchieved  till  feveral  years  after  the 
prefent  period,  I  have  refervtd  the  relation  of  the  whole  for 
the  hiftory  of  the  fubfequent  reign. 
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JpROM  the  capacity  and  vigour  of  which 
the  count  de  Fuentes  had  given  fo  many 
proofs  fmce  his  acceflion  to  the  government, 
there  was  reafon  to  expeft,  that  he  would  have 
been  fuffered  long  to  retain  poffeffion  of  it ; 
but  Philip,  having  from  the  beginning  intended 
that  he  fhould  continue  governor  only  for  one 
year,  had  immediately  after  the  death  of  Erneft 
fixed  upon  the  cardinal  archduke  Albert  for  his 
fucceffor. 

This  prince,  nephew  to  Philip,  and  youngefl 
brother  to  the  Emperor,  had  been  intruded^ 
with  the  regency  of  Portugal.  By  his  prudent 
adminiftration  he  had  acquired  univerfal  efteem  ; 

and 
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and  Philip,  who  entertained  the  higheft  opinion 
of  his  abilities,  believed  that  no  perfon  was 
better  qualified  either  to  profecute  the  war 
with  vigour,  or  by  an  acommodation  to  bring 
it  to  the  defired  conclufion. 

He  arrived  at  Bruflels  about  the  middle  of 
February,  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and  ninety- 
fix,  having  brought  with  him  a  reinforcement 
of  Italian  and  Spanilh  troops,  and  which  was  of 
ftill  greater  utility,  a  fum  of  money,  amounting 
to  fifteen  hundred  thoufand  crowns  \ 

The 

1  Albert  likewife  brought  with  him,  at  this  time,  Philip, 
deleft  fan  of  the  late  prince  of  Orange,  who,  as  above 
related,  had  been  feized  by  the  duke  of  Alva,  and  fent  to 
Spain,  where  he  had  been  educated  in  the  Catholic  religion, 
and  detained  for  almoll  thirty  years.  By  fetting  him  at  liberty 
on  this  occafion,  it  is  not  improbable  that  the  court  of  Spain 
expedted  to  have  created  fume  divifion  between  the  prince, 
and  his  brother  Maurice,  that  might  have  proved  prejudicial 
to  the  United  Provinces.  But  Maurice  readily  yielded  to 
him  all  that  he  poflefftd  of  their  father’s  fortune  ;  and  the 
States,  perceiving  that  the  Archduke,  befides  reftoring  to 
him  his  lands  in  Brabant  and  Burgundy,  treated  him  with 
much  efteem  and  confidence,  refufed  to  grant  him  permiffion 
to  fix  his  refidence  within  their  territories,  or  even  to  vifit  his 
kinfmen  there,  till  the  year  1608,  a  (hurt  time  before  the 
conclufion  of  the  truce  witli  Spain. 

Pie  married  Eleanor  of  Bouibon,  a  daughter  of  the  prince 
of  Conde  ;  by  the  intereft  of  whofe  friends,  he  recovered 
poffdfion  of  the  principality  of  Orange,  in  the  kingdom  of 
France.  He  lived  on  amicable  terms  with  his  relations  in 

the 
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The  count  de  Fuentes,  unwilling  to  aft  in  a 
fubordinate  ftation,  in  a  country  where  he  had 
enjoyed  the  chief  command,  refigned  the  govern¬ 
ment  to  the  archduke,  and  fet  out  for  Spain. 

Albert  immediately  applied  himfelf  to  make  s;  ege  of  Lk 
the  preparations  neceffary  for  a  new  campaign ; 
and  conformably  to  his  inftruftions  from  Philip, 
he  turned  his  principal  attention  to  the  war 
with  France.  His  firft  objeft  was  the  relief  of 
La  Fere  in  Picardy,  which  had  remained  in  the 
hands  of  the  Spaniih  ever  fince  it  was  delivered 
by  the  League  to  the  duke  of  Parma. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  preceding  year,  it 
had  been  inverted  by  the  French  monarch  ;  but 
as  it  was  ftrongly  fortified,  and  the  garrifon 
confifted  of  chofen  troops,  commanded  by 
Alvaro  Oforio,  a  Spaniih  officer  of  diftinguilhed 
reputation,  Henry  was  fatisfied  with  blocking 
it  up  fo  as  to  prevent  the  entrance  of  fupplies. 

This  he  accomplilhed  with  little  difficulty. 

The  blockade  had  lafted  for  feveral  weeks,  and 
Oforio  had  conveyed  intelligence  to  the  arch¬ 
duke,  that  if  he  was  not  fpeedily  relieved,  the 

the  Netherlands,  but  being  fmcere  in  his  profefiion  of  the 
Catholic  religion,  he  feems  not  to  have  entertained  any  re- 
fentment  for  the  injurious  treatment  he  had  received  from  the 
king  of  Spain:  nor  does  he  appear  to  have  poffeffed  any  (hare 
of  that  bold  and  enterprifmg  genius,  by  which  his  brother* 
were  fo  eminently  diftinguilhed.  Pie  died  without  iflue  at 
Bruffels,  in  the  year  1618.  Du  Maurier. 
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want  of  provifions  would  render  it  impoffible 
for  him  to  hold  out  for  any  confiderable  time. 
The  Spanilh  army  was  affembled  at  Valen¬ 
ciennes,  and  almolt  ready  to  begin  its  march ; 
but  the  more  the  governor  and  his  council 
of  war  reflected  on  the  difficulties  which  mull 
attend  the  attempting  to  raife  the  fiege,  by 
marching  direftly  to  La  Fere,  the  more  infur- 
mountable  they  appeared.  For  they  could  not, 
it  was  obferved,  approach  to  that  town,  with¬ 
out  leaving  behind  them  St.  Quintin,  Ham, 
Guife,  Peronne,  and  feveral  other  fortified 
places,  the  garrifons  of  which  would  harafs 
them  on  their  march,  break  up  the  roads,  and 
intercept  their  convoys  of  provifions.  An  im- 
paffable  marfh  rendered  the  town  inacceffible 
on  every  fide,  except  where  the  French  mo¬ 
narch  had  flrongly  fortified  his  intrenchments. 
Even  if  they  fnould  come  in  fight  of  the  town, 
yet,  before  they  could  enter  it,  they  mull  either 
attack  the  enemy  within  their  camp,  or  engage 
with  their  whole  army  in  the  open  field.  They 
could  not  attack  them  in  their  camp,  without 
expofing  themfelves  to  almofl  certain  ruin; 
Henry  would  net  give  them  an  opportunity  of 
fighting  in  the  field,  unlefs  his  army,  which 
was  increafing  daily,  were  fuperior  to  theirs, 
and  the  confequences  of  a  defeat  would  prove 
fatal  mot  only  to  the  army,  but  to  all  the  Spa- 
nifli  conquefts  in  France,  and  perhaps  too  to 
the  King’s  authority  in  the  Netherlands. 
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Determined  by  thefe  confederations,  the 
archduke  formed  the  refolution  of  befieging 
fome  other  frontier  town  of  fufficient  import¬ 
ance  to  induce  Henry  either  to  raife  the  fiege 
of  La  Fere,  or  compenfate  for  the  lofs  of  that 
place,  in  cafe  it  lhould  be  obliged  to  capitu¬ 
late. 

He  hefitated  for  fome  time  whether  he  lhould  siepeot 
lead  his  army  againft  St.  Quintin  or  Peronne ;  Ca!a"' 
but  he  foon  laid  afide  the  thoughts  of  attacking 
either  of  thefe  places,  and  refolved  to  undertake 
the  redu&ion  of  Calais,  which  he  believed  would 
be  an  eafier,  as  well  as  a  much  more  important 
acquifition. 

This  enterprife  was  fuggefted  to  the  gover-  The  sieur 
nor  by  the  Sieur  de  Rone,  a  native  of  France,  ds  R(>!'e* 
and  formerly  a  violent  partifan  of  the  League, 
who  had  entered  into  the  fervice  of  Spain  againft 
his  King  and  country.  He  was  a  man  of  a  dark 
intriguing  fpirit,  whom  no  tie  could  bind  but 
intereft ;  but  he  was  bold  and  aftive,  fagacious 
and  penetrating,  and  eminently  diftinguifned 
for  his  Ikill  in  the  art  of  war.  Fie  had  received 
intelligence  that  Calais,  like  many  other  towns 
in  the  kingdom,  had  been  much  negledled 
during  the  civil  war;  that  although  the  King 
had  ordered  the  fortifications  of  it  to  be  ex¬ 
amined,  yet  his  other  occupations  had  not  al¬ 
lowed 
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lowed  him  to  bellow  that  attention  on  it  which 
its  importance  deferved ;  and  that,  as  fome  of 
the  works  were  ruinous,  fo  the  garriion  was  too 
fmall  to  defend  a  place  of  fo  great  extent.  For 
thefe  reafons,  the  governor  approved  highly  of 
De  Rone’s  propofal,  and  he  committed  the 
execution  of  it  to  himfelf. 

In  order  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  fufpect- 
mg  what  was  intended,  it  was  communicated 
only  to  two  or  three  of  the  principal  officers  j 
and  the  archduke  gave  out  that  his  dehgn  was 
to  relieve  La  Fere.  He  accordingly  began  his 
march  towards  that  place,  while  De  Rone  turned 
fuddenly  to  Calais  with  a  body  of  feleft  troops, 
and  attacked  the  fort  and  bridge  of  Nieulai, 
which  commands  the  entrance  to  the  town  by 
land.  Fie  made  himfelf  mailer  of  it  with  very 
little  difficulty,  and  then  proceeded  to  attack 
the  fort  of  Rifbane,  which  Hands  at  the  mouth 
of  the  harbour,  and  was  of  the  greateft  im¬ 
portance  for  the  prefervation  of  the  place.  The 
garrifon  of  this  fort  made  a  more  vigorous  re- 
fiftance  than  that  of  Nieulai ;  but  no  fooner 
had  Be  Rone  opened  a  battery  againft  them, 
by  which  only  a  few  were  killed,  than  they  were 
feized  with  a  hidden  panic,  and  offered  to  ca¬ 
pitulate.  This  rapid  progrefs  exceeded  De 
Rone’s  moll  fanguine  expectations,  and  it  gave 
him  the  greater  joy,  as  not  long  after  the  Riff 
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bane  had  furrendered,  fome  fhips  with  troops  book 
for  the  reinforcement  of  the  garrifon,  which  had 
arrived  from  Boulogne,  finding  the  entrance  to  *596. 
the  harbour  in  his  poffeflion,  were  obliged  to 
return; 

The  archduke,  who  was  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Valenciennes,  when  he  received  intelli¬ 
gence  of  this  fortunate  commencement  of  his 
enterprife,  fet  out  immediately  with  his  whole 
army  for  Calais*  and  pitched  his  camp  in  fuch 
a  fituation  as  he  hoped  would  prevent  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  the  enemy. 

He  firft  attacked  the  fuburbs,  and  took  them, 
by  affault  j  nor  did  he  encounter  greater  diffi¬ 
culty  in  making  himfelf  mailer  of  the  town. 

His  cannon  had  hardly  begun  to  play  upon  it, 
when  Vidoffan,  the  governor,  retired  with  the 
garrifon  into  the  caftle  ;  and  quickly  defpair- 
ing  of  being  able  to  defend  himfelf  in  it,  any 
better  than  he  had  done  in  the  town,  he  offered 
to  give  it  up  in  fix  days,  if  he  was  not  relieved 
before  the  expiration  of  that  time.  The  arch¬ 
duke,  in  order  to  fave  his  troops  and  the  fortifi¬ 
cations  of  the  place,  readily  agreed  to  this  propo- 
fal,  never  doubting  that  he  was  fully  able  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  entrance  of  any  reinforcement  either  by 
fea  or  land. 
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The  King,  in  the  mean  time,  heard  with 
much  anxiety  of  the  progrefs  of  the  Spanilh 
arms.  But  the  blockade  of  La  Fere  having 
continued  for  feveral  months,  he  expedted  that 
the  garrifon  muft  be  reduced  in  a  few  days  to 
the  neceffity  of  capitulating ;  and  he  thought  it 
probable  that,  after  finifhing  his  prefent  en- 
terprife  (which  he  could  not  abandon  without 
lofing  all  the  expence  and  labour  which  he  had 
bellowed  upon  it),  he  would  arrive  in  time  to 
raife  the  fiege  of  Calais.  He  went  himfelf  how¬ 
ever  ;with  a  part  of  his  cavalry  to  Boulogne, 
that  he  might  be  ready  to  adminilter  fuch  aflill- 
ance  to  the  garrifon  of  Calais,  as  might  enable 
them  to  hold  out  till  his  whole  army  Ihould  be 
at  liberty  to  advance  to  their  relief. 


Henry  at¬ 
tempts  in 
vain  to  raife 
the  fiege. 


Upon  his  arrival  in  Boulogne,  he  was  in¬ 
formed  of  the  capitulation  above  mentioned. 
He  lamented  bitterly  that  he  had  not  brought 
with  him  a  greater  proportion  of  his  troops  ; 
but  finding  it  necelfary  to  make  fome  exertion 
without  delay,  he  prevailed  on  Campagnol,  the 
governor  of  Boulogne,  with  three  hundred 
chofen  men,  to  attempt  to  force  his  way  in  the 
night  through  the  Spanilh  lines. 


This  arduous  undertaking  was  executed 
without  the  lofs  of  a  Tingle  man  ;  and  Cam¬ 
pagnol  had  no  fooner  arrived  in  the  callle. 

than 
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than  having  read  the  King’s  orders  to  the  garri-  book 
fon,  he  required  them  all  to  fwear  that  they 
would  defend  the  fortrefs  to  the  laft.  L596- 

In  the  evening  of  the  fixth  day  of  the  truce, 
they  were  fummoned  to  fulfil  their  engage¬ 
ment  ;  when  they  replied  that  they  had  received 
the  reinforcement  which  they  expe&ed.  But  . 
it  foon  appeared  'how  unequal  they  were  to  the 
defence  of  fo  weak  a  place,  againft  fo  numerous 
an  enemy. 

Early  next  morning  De  Rone  began  to  play 
off  his  batteries,  and  in  a  few  hours  a  great  part 
of  the  wall  was  laid  in  ruins. 

An  Italian  regiment,  through  whofe  negli-  Calais  taken 
gence  Campagnol  had  got  into  the  fort,  was  byit0im 
ordered  to  advance  to  the  affault,  and  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  Walloons  and  Spaniards.  The 
garrifon  received  them  in  the  breach  with  un- 
;  daunted  courage,  and,  after  an  obftinate  en- 
:  gagement,  in  which  great  numbers  fell  on  both 
1  fides,  compelled  them  to  retire.  But  the  Ita- 
i  lians  returned  immediately  to  the  charge  ;  and 
at  laft,  through  the  great  fuperiority  of  their 
numbers,  they  overpowered  the  garrifon,  en- 
1  tered  along  with  them  into  the  fort,  and  put  all 
•  of  them  to  the  fword,  except  Campagnol,  and 
a  few  others,  who  took  refuge  in  the  church* 
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and  afterwards  furrendered  at  difcretion.  In  this 
manner  did  Calais  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Spa¬ 
niards  in  lefs  than  three  weeks  after  De  Rone 
had  begun  the  fiege.  The  King  left  Boulogne, 
after  having  taken  precautions  for  the  preferva- 
tion  of  that  place,  and  returned  to  La  Fere. 
And  the  archduke,  after  Haying  eight  or  ten 
days  in  Calais  to  repair  the  fortifications,  led  his 
troops  againft  the  town  of  Ardres. 

The  garrifon  of  Ardres  con  filled  of  tw<3 
thoufand  five  hundred  men,  commanded  by 
the  marquis  of  Belinv  the  lieutenant-governor 
of  the  province,  and  by  the  fieur  de  Anne- 
bourg,  governor  of  the  town,  an  officer  of  dif- 
tinguifhed  courage  and  capacity.  By  frequent 
vigorous  fallies,  the  operations  of  the  befiegers 
were  greatly  retarded.  At  length,  however, 
they  took  the  fuburbs  by  affault,  and  De  Rone 
began  to  batter  the  walls  of  the  town.  But 
confidering  the  flrength  of  the  place,  and  the 
number  and  bravery  of  the  garrifon,  he  had 
little  reafon  to  hope  for  fuccefs  before  the  con- 
clufion  of  the  fiege  of  La  Fere ;  when  there 
was  no  room  to  doubt  that  the  King  would  ad* 
vance  without  lofs  of  time  to  the  relief  of 
Ardres. 

Notwithstanding  this  encouraging  cir* 
eumftance,  the  marquis  de  Belin  called  a  coun- 
•  *  cif 
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cil  of  war,  and  urged  with  great  earneftnefs 
the  neceffity  of  capitulating  ;  alleging  that  it 
was  impoflible  to  hold  out  till  the  King’s  arri¬ 
val,  and  that  the  fooner  they  fubmitted,  they 
would  the  more  eafily  obtain  advantageous 
terms.  This  propofal  was  reje&ed  with  great 
difdain  by  the  fieur  de  Annebourg,  and  all  the 
officers  in  the  council.  But  the  cowardly  Be- 
lin,  availing  himfelf  of  that  fuperior  authority 
with  which  he  was  inverted  as  lieutenant-go¬ 
vernor  of  the  province,  capitulated,  notwith- 
rtanding  their  remonftrances,  on  a  condition  to 
which  the  archduke  readily  agreed,  that  the 
garrifon  fnould  march  out  with  the  honours  of 
war.  La  Fere  having  furrendered  on  the  day 
immediately  preceding,  the  King  had  already 
fet  out  for  Ardres,  and  as  his  army  had  of  late 
received  a  conrtderable  augmentation,  he  en¬ 
tertained  the  moft  fanguine  hopes  of  being  able 
to  raife  the  fiege.  When  a  meflenger  informed 
him  of  the  furrender,  he  was  inflamed  with  in¬ 
dignation,  and  ordered  Belin  to  be  tried  for  his 
life.  At  the  importunity  of  his  friends,  he  af¬ 
terwards  flopped  the  profecution ;  but  he  ba* 
nifhed  him  from  court,  and  deprived  him  of 
his  office  of  lieutenant-governor  of  the  pro¬ 
vince  \ 

b  D’ Avila,  lib.  xv.  Bentivoglio,  &c.  Thuanus,  p.  1 16. 
lib,  yiii. 
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Albeit  re- 
urns  to  the 
Kether- 
Innds. 


He  befieges 
Hu'ift  jn 
Flankers. 


Henry  was  now  in  fome  perplexity  with 
refpedt  to  his  future  conduct.  He  was  ex¬ 
tremely  folicitous  to  recover  as  foon  as  poffible 
the  towns  which  he  had  loft  ;  but  as  his  finances 
were  in  great  diforder  at  that  time,  and  Pi¬ 
cardy,  having  been  long  the  feat  of  war,  was 
reduced  to  the  moft  exhaufted  condition,  he 
perceived  that  any  enterprife  fo  tedious  as  the 
fiege  of  a  fortified  town,  muft  be  attended  with 
infurmountable  difficulties.  He  refolved  there¬ 
fore,  in  conformity  to  the  opinion  of  his  no¬ 
bility,  to  advance  towards  the  enemy,  and  to 
compel  them,  if  poflible,  to  give  him  battle. 
But  the  archduke,  whofe  army  was  greatly,  di- 
minifhed  by  putting  garrifons  into  the  con¬ 
quered  towns,  had  penetrated  into  his  defign  ; 
and  being  no  lefs  averfe  to  an  engagement  than 
Henry  was  defirous  of  it,  he  left  France  with¬ 
out  delay,  and  put  his  troops  into  quarters  of 
cantonment  in  the  province  of  Artois.  The 
King  being  thus  difappointed  in  his  hopes  of  a 
decifive  aftion,  difmiffed  the  greater  part  of  his 
army,  and  leaving  the  marffial  Biron  with  only 
five  or  fix  thoufand  men  to  check  the  excurfions 
of  the  Spanifh  garrifons,  he  returned  to  Paris, 
where  a  great  number  of  important  affairs  of 
ftate  required  his  attention. 

While  the  Spanifh  army  was  employed  in 
profecuting  the  war  in  prance,  no  memorabl 
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event  had  happened  in  the  Netherlands.  This 
was  not  owing  to  any  want  of  activity  and  vi- 
gonr  on  the  part  of  Prince  Maurice,  but  to 
the  extreme  weaknefs  of  his  army,  which  the 
States,  from  a  defire  of  faving  their  ftrength 
when  they  were  not  expofed  to  immediate  dan¬ 
ger,  had  reduced  fo  low,  that  when  all  the 
garrifons  were  full,  he  could  not  lead  into  the 
field  more  than  three  thoufand  men.  With  the 
affiftance  of  this  little  army,  the  garrifons  of 
fome  of  the  frontier  towns  had  made  feveral 
bold  incurfions  into  Flanders  and  Brabant,  and 
either  plundered  the  country,  or  laid  the  inha¬ 
bitants  under  contributions.  The  States  of 
thefe  provinces  had  ardently  wifhed  for  the 
return  of  the  archduke  ;  and  they  now  intreated 
him  to  employ  his  arms  in  reducing  fome  of 
the  places  in  their  neighbourhood,  from  which 
they  received  fo  great  annoyance.  Albert, 
who  did  not  intend,  by  returning  fo  early  to 
the  Netherlands,  to  pafs  the  remainder  of  the 
feafon  without  action,  readily  complied  with 
their  requeft ;  and,  after  deliberating  with  his 
council  of  war,  undertook  the  fiege  of  Hulft  in 
Flanders. 

»•  I  V 

Maurice  had,  fince  his  conquelt  of  that 
place  about  five  years  before,  made  great  ad¬ 
ditions  to  its  fortifications.  He  had  likewife 
formed  the  territory  on  which  it  (lands  into  an 
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ifland,  by  means  of  two  large  canals  which  were 
drawn  around  it ;  and,  by  building  forts  on  thefe 
canals,  and  laying  a  part  of  the  adjacent  country 
under  water,  he  had  rendered  the  town  almoft 
inacceffible. 

This  at  lead  was  the  opinion  of  fome  officers 
whom  Albert  had  fent  to  reconnoitre  it  ;  but 
being  ambitious  to  diftinguifh  the  firft  year  of 
his  adminiftration,  by  performing  fome  im¬ 
portant  fervice  to  the  people  committed  to  his 
care,  and  being  excited  at  the  fame  time  by 
De  Rone  and  other  adventurous  fpirits,  whom 
no  difficulties  could  deter  from  any  enterprife, 
he  perfifted  in  his  defign,  and  proceeded  imtne? 
diately  to  put  it  in  execution.  In  order  to  con¬ 
ceal  it  as  long  as  poffible  from  the  enemy,  he 
made  a  feint  of  attacking  fome  of  the  towns  in 
Brabant,  and  this  meafure  was  attended  with  the 
defired  effedt.  Of  five  thoufand  men  who  were 
in  garrifon  at  Hulft,  prince  Maurice  ordered  two 
thoufand  to  reinforce  the  garrifons  of  Qertruden- 
berg  and  Breda. 

Albert  immediately  after  turned  fuddenly 
towards  Hulft,  and  having  prepared  a  great 
number  of  fmall  boats,  he  ordered  two  of  his 
principal  officers,  de  la  Biche  and  la  Barlotta, 
to  tranfport  a  part  of  his  forces  acrofs  the  in¬ 
undation  and  canals.  Thefe  men  executed 

their 
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their  commiffion  with  great  fecrecv  and  fdanca 
in  the  dead  of  the  night,  and  encountered  diffi¬ 
culties  which  required  the  mod  determined 
refolution  to  furmount.  The  tide  did  not  rife 
fp  high  as  they  expected,  and  they  were  often 
obliged  to  leave  their  boats,  and  pufh  thern 
forwards,  while  they  flood  up  to  their  knees  in 
mud.  When,  after  much  labour  and  diffi¬ 
culty,  they  had  brought  them  to  the  fide  of  the 
canal,  they  were  difcovered  by  the  garrifons  of 
fome  forts  which  had  been  built  to  obdruct 
their  approach  ;  but,  nothwithflanding  the  in- 
ceflant  fire  of  thefe  forts,  they  dill  continued 
to  advance ;  and  having  launched  their  boats 
in  the  canal,  they  at  lad  arrived  on  the  other 
fide,  with  the  lofs  of  only  a  fmall  number  of 
men,  Early  next  morning  count  Solrnes,  the 
governor  of  Huld,  attacked  them  before  they 
had  time  to  entrench  themfelves.  A  bloody 
combat  enfued,  in  which  one  regiment  of  tire 
affailants  was  routed,  and  their  commander 
killed.  But  the  red  reflecting  on  their  defpe- 
rate  fituation,  from  which  it  was  impofiible  to 
efcape,  advanced  with  irrefidible  impetuoflty, 
and,  after  much  bloodfhed,  compelled  the  gar-? 
fifon  to  take  fhelter  in  the  town, 

Prince  Maurice  no  fooner  heard  of  what 
had  happened,  than  he  fet  out  with  all  the 
forces  which  he  could  collect,  hoping  to,  be 
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able  to  diive  the  Spaniards  from  the  illand, 
before  their  number  was  increafed.  But  the 
archduke  advanced  with  greater  expedition, 
and  prevented  his  approach.  It  was  Itill  prac¬ 
ticable  for  Maurice  to  tranfport  his  forces  to 
Hulft,  by  the  canal  which  falls  into  the  Honat 
or  Weller  Scbeld.  But  before  he  could  reach 
the  ifland  in  that  way,  Albert  had  tranfported 
his  whole  army,  and  begun  the  operations  of 
the  liege.  The  only  expedient  which  Maurice 
could  now  employ,  was  to  introduce  fupplies 
into  the  town  by  the  canal,  the  mouth  of  which 
was  commanded  by  a  ftrong  fort,  which  he 
hoped  the  enemy  would  find  impregnable. 
For  this  purpofe  he  fixed  his  refidence  at  Cru- 
ning  in  Zealand ;  and  from  that  place,  troops 
were  frequently  conveyed  to  the  afiiltance  of 
the  befieged,  notwithftanding  the  moll  Itrenuous 
endeavours  of  the  Spanilh  army  to  intercept 
them. 

The  liege  and  the  defence  were  conducted 
with  equal  vigour,  and  the  combatants  on  both 
Tides  gave  innumerable  proofs  of  the  moll;  he¬ 
roic  courage.  The  garrifon  Tallied  out  almolt 
every  day,  and  made  dreadful  havoc  among 
the  Spaniards.  De  Rone,  to  whom  the  chief 
conduct  of  the  fiege  had  been  committed,  was 
killed  ;  and  by  jthis  irreparable  lofs  the  alfail- 
ants  were  greatly  difmayed.  The  archduke, 

however, 
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however,  perfifted  in  this  enterprife;  and  al-  book 
though  he  had  loft  a  much  greater  number  of 
his  troops  than  in  both  the  fieges  of  Calais  and  x596* 
Ardres,  he  continued  his  operations  with  unre¬ 
mitted  ardour,  till,  befides  demoliflring  all  the 
outworks  of  the  place,  he  had  made  a  breach  in 
the  wall  fufficient  to  admit  of  an  aflault. 


The  garrifon  had  thrown  up  a  deep  entrench-  Huift 

°  1  *  up  to  the 

ment  within  the  breach,  and  as  they  were  ftdl  Spaniard*. 

as  numerous  as  ever,  through  the  feafonable 

fupplies  which  prince  Maurice  from  time  to 

time  had  fent  them,  they  had  little  reafon  for  de- 

fpair.  But  being  feized  with  a  fudden  panic, 

they  urged  count  Solmes,  the  governor,  with 

the  moft  earneft  importunity,  to  capitulate  ;  and 

the  count,  dreading  that,  in  the  prefent  temper  of 

their  minds,  they  would  probably  deliver  the 

town  without  his  confent,  complied  with  their  l3th  Aug. 

requeft. 


Albert  ftaid  no  longer  in  Huift  than  was  viAoryof 
neceflary  to  give  orders  for  repairing  the  forti-  "* 

fications  ;  after  which  he  returned  to  Brulfels, 
amidft  the  joyful  acclamations  of  the  people  ; 

\vho  flattered  themfelves  with  hopes,  that,  un¬ 
der  the  government  of  a  prince  fo  fuccefsful 
in  all  his  enterprifes,  an  entire  Itop  would  foon 
be  put  to  the  incurflons  of  the  enemy,  and  in¬ 
ternal  fecurity  reftored,  Uut  their  joy  on  this 

account 
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account  was  of  fhort  duration,  Marfhal  Biron# 
whom  the  French  monarch  had  left  behind  him 
in  Picardy,  with  a  body  of  fele£t  troops,  had 
hitherto  been  fatisfied  with  afting  on  the  de- 
fenfive  ;  but  foon  after  the  furrender  of  Hulft, 
he  began  to  make  incurfions  into  the  province 
of  Artois,  £md  kept  all  the  fouthern  frontier 
of  the  Netherlands  under  perpetual  alarms. 
The  archduke  fent  the  marquis  of  Varambon 
to  oppofe  him  ;  and  Varambon  for  fome  time 
obliged  him  to  a£t  with  greater  caution  and 
circumfpe&ion  than  he  had  hitherto  obferved. 
But  Biron  having  received  intelligence  that  the 
marquis  was  on  his  march  to  offer  battle,  he 
advanced  rapidly  to  meet  him  ;  and,  having 
placed  the  greater  part  of  his  troops  in  an  am, 
bufh,  he  proceeded  with  the  reft  ti{l  he  had 
reached  the  enemy.  A  fierce  rencounter  en, 
fued  ;  and  Biron  continued  fighting  and  re¬ 
treating,  till  he  arrived  at  the  place  where  his 
troops  were  polled.  He  then  returned  to  the 
charge  with  his  whole  forces  united  ;  and  hav¬ 
ing  taken  Varambon  prifoner,  he  put  many  of 
his  troops  to  the  fword,  and  compelled  the  reft 
to  fave  themfelves  by  flight k, 

The  prince  of  Chimai,  now  duke  D’Arf- 
phot,  was  appointed  to  fucceed  Varambon \ 

k  Bgntivoglio,  ljb.  iii,  Grotius, 

and 
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atid  his  endeavours  to  reprefs  the  incurfions  of 
the  enemy  were  attended  with  no  better  fuccefs 
than  thofe  of  his  predeceffor.  Biron  triumphed 
over  him  through  the  fuperiority  of  his  cavalry, 
and  continued  to  exercife  his  depredations  in  the 
open  parts  of  the  country,  till  the  approach  of 
winter  obliged  him  to  retire. 
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During  the  courfe  of  thefe  tranfa&ions  in  Expedition 
the  Netherlands  and  France,  Philip  fuftained  a  lifh  againft 
calamity  in  Spain,  which  more  than  counter-  Spaia‘ 
balanced  any  advantage  that  could  be  expected 
from  h?s  late  acquisitions.  Almoft  every  fea- 
fon  Since  the  difcomfiture  of  his  Armada  in 
one  thoufand  five  hundred  and  eighty-eight, 
the  Englifh  had  undertaken  fome  naval  enter¬ 
prise  againft  his  dominions  in  Europe  or  in 
America.  The  affairs  of  the  Netherlands  and 
France  had  not  hitherto  left  him  leifure  to  take 
revenge  for  thefe  infults  ;  nor  was  his  leifure 
greater  at  the  prefent  period,  than  it  had  been 
for  fome  years  paft ;  but  his  patience  was  ex- 
haufted;  and  his  acquifition  of  a  fea-port,  fo 
commodioufly  fituated  as  Calais,  gave  him  a 
facility  of  annoying  his  enemy,  which  he  had 
not  poffeffed  before.  He  refolved,  notwith- 
ftanding  his  prefent  embarraffments,  to  im¬ 
prove  the  advantage  which  this  circumftance 
prefented,  and  having  begun  to  prepare  a  naval 
and  military  force,  he  intended  to  make  a  de- 

fcent 
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fcent  in  Ireland ;  where  he  had  long  fomented 
the  rebellious  fpirit  of  the  Catholic  inhabitants} 
and  had  reafon  to  believe  that  they  would  join 
his  troops  as  foon  as  they  fhould  land. 

Elizabeth  was  aware  of  the  impending 

iex  com-  #  4  1  ,  0 

manderin  danger,  and  determined,  if'  poffible,  to  diffi- 
pate  the  ftorm  before  it  fhould  approach.  For 
this  purpofe  fhe  fitted  out  a  fleet  of  more  than 
a  hundred  and  fifty  fhips,  having  about  eight 
thoufand  foldiers  and  feven  thoufand  mariners 
on  board,  and  gave  the  command  of  the  land 
forces  to  the  earl  of  Effex,  and  that  of  the  navy 
to  lord  Howard  of  Effingham.  To  this  fleet 
the  Dutch  added  twenty-four  fhips,  with  a  pro¬ 
portional  number  of  troops,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Wardmont,  vice-admiral  of  Holland, 
and  count  Lewis  of  Naffau,  coufm  to  prince 
Maurice. 

With  this  powerful  armament,  Elizabeth 
intended  to  make  an  attack  on  Cadiz,  where 
Philip’s  naval  preparations  were  principally  car¬ 
ried  on.  But  its  deflination  was  carefully  con¬ 
cealed.  Sealed  inflru&ions  were  delivered  to 
the  feveral  commanders,  not  to  be  opened  till 
they  fhould  arrive  at  Cape  St.  Vincent’s  j  and 
they  were  ordered,  in  their  way  thither,  to  keep 
at  a  diftance  from  the  coafls  of  Spain  and  Por- 
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in  order  to  prevent  a  difcovery  of  their  book. 

r  XXIV. 
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These  precautions  ferved  effectually  the 
purpofe  which  w’as  intended.  The  whole  fleet 
arrived  on  the  twentieth  of  June  within  fight  of 
Cadiz,  and  found  the  Spaniards  entirely  unpre¬ 
pared  for  their  defence.  There  was  in  the  bay 
and  harbour,  befides  thirty-fix  merchant  fhips 
richly  laden,  and  ready  to  fail  for  America  and 
the  Indies,  a  fleet  of  about  thirty  (hips  of  war, 
and  a  great  number  of  tranfports  loaded  with 
naval  ftores,  defigned  for  the  equipment  of  ano¬ 
ther  fleet,  which  Philip  was  then  fitting  out  at 
Lifbon.  But  there  was  no  perfon  in  the  place 
inverted  with  the  chief  command,  and  no  garri- 
fon  in  it  fufficient  for  its  defence. 

The  Spanifh  men  of  war,  however,  were  Cadiz  fack- 
quickly  drawn  up  in  the  mouth  of  the  bay,  and  Lredbyth. 
they  fuftained  the  attack  of  an  enemy  fo  much  Ensll(K- 
fuperior  to  them,  for  feveral  hours,  till  fome  of 
their  largeft  fhips  were  taken,  others  burnt, 
and  the  reft  driven  aground  on  the  flats  and 
(hallow?.. 

I 

k  J 

Immediately  after  this  fuccefs,  the  earl  of 
Effex  landed  his  troops,  and  led  them  towards 
the  town.  A  body  of  Spanifh  forces  marched 
©ut  to  meet  him ;  but  being  unable  to  with- 

ftand 


tugal, 

defign. 


5*4 

BOOK 

XXIV. 


HISTORY  OF  THE  REIGN  OF 

fland  the  impetuofity  of  the  Englifh,  they  foot! 
turned  their  backs  and  fled.  The  Englifh  pur- 
fued,  and  entered  the  town  along  with  them; 
The  inhabitants,  who  were  thrown  into  the 
mofl  dreadful  conflernation,  made  a  feeble  re- 
fi fiance,  and  the  caflle  furrendered  before  the 
Englifh  artillery  had  begun  to  fire.  Eflfex  dif- 
covered  no  lefs  humanity  after  his  victory, 
than  bravery  in  acquiring  it.  The  town  in¬ 
deed  was  given  up  to  be  plundered  by  the 
foldiers,  but  no  cruelty  or  outrage,  fuch  as 
occurs  fo  often  in  the  hiftory  of  the  Nether¬ 
lands,  was  permitted  to  be  exercifed.  The 
booty  was  immenfe,  and  would  have  been 
much  greater,  if,  while  the  commanders  were 
treating  with  fome  of  the  principal  merchants 
about  a  ranfom  for  the  merchant  fhips,  the 
duke  de  Medina,  who  lay  with  fome  troops 
near  the  town,  had  not  given  orders  for  fetting 
them  on  fire.  It  was  computed  that,  in  milk 
tary  and  naval  flores,  merchant  goods,  and 
fhips,  the  lofs  which  Philip  and  his  fubje&s 
fuflained  on  this  occafion,  could  not  amount 
to  lefs  than  twenty  millions  of  ducats.  Had 
the  advice  of  the  earl  of  Eflfex  been  followed, 
the  Englifh  would  have  attempted  to  retain 
poflfeflion  of  the  town,  but  lord  Howard  and 
the  other  commanders  regarded  his  propofal  as 
chimerical.  They  believed  that  they  had  ah 
ready  fulfilled  the  queen’s  intentions :  they 

dreaded 
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dreaded  the  approach  of  a  Spanifh  army,  and 
therefore  they  made  hafle  to  put  their  plunder 
on  board  their  fhips,  2nd  immediately  fet  fail 
for  England. 
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The  affront  which  Philip  received  on  this  Deftruflion 
occafion,  in  having  one  of  his  capital  towns  niftl'Let** 
lacked  and  plundered,  conflituted  a  confider-  defignedfor 

4  .  .  Ireland. 

able  part  of  his  calamity,  as  it  lenened  exceed- 
ingly  the  opinion  entertained  of  his  prudence, 
as  well  as  of  his  internal  llrength.  This  con- 
fideration,  joined  to  an  impatient  defire  of 
taking  vengeance  on  Elizabeth,  determined 

him,  without  regard  to  the  approach  of  winter, 
to  carry  his  plan  of  invading  Ireland  into 
immediate  execution.  By  the  arrival  of  his 
Plate  fleet  from  America,  he  was  enabled  to 
equip,  in  Lilbon  and  other  places,  a  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  {hips  of  war  and  tranfports,  with 
fourteen  thoufand  troops  on  board,  befides  a 
great  number  of  Irifh  Catholics,  and  a  prodi¬ 
gious  quantity  of  military  (lores,  and  materials 
and  inflruments  for  building  forts.  This  fleet, 
under  the  command  of  Don  Martin  de  Padilla, 
fet  fail  from  Ferrol  in  the  month  of  November  ; 
and  if  it  had  reached  the  deftined  port,  the 
Spaniards,  with  the  afliflance  of  the  Popifh  in¬ 
habitants,  mufl  have  acquired  fo  firm  an  efta- 
blifhment  in  Ireland,  as  would  have  coft  the 
Vol.  III.  X  Englifh 
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book  Englifh  many  years,  and  much  expence  of  la- 
— L-  hour  and  blood,  to  difpoflefs  them. 

1596. 


Elizabeth  and  her  fubjefts,  flufhed  with  their 
fuccefs  at  Cadiz,  were  as  fecure  as  if  the  wound 
which  they  had  lately  infli&ed  on  Philip’s  naval 
power  had  been  mortal.  They  had  no  fufpicion 
of  his  defign,  and  were  entirely  ignorant  of  his 
preparations ;  but  the  good  providence  of  Hea¬ 
ven  interpofed  remarkably  on  this  occahon,  as 
it  had  done  formerly,  in  their  behalf.  The 
Spanifh  fleet  was  overtaken  by  a  ftorm  off  Cape 
Finifterre,  and  about  forty  fhips,  with  their 
crews  and  ftores,  were  loft.  Padilla  got  back 
with  difficulty  to  Ferrol  ;  and  henceforth 
all  thoughts  of  the  intended  enterprife  were 
laid  aftdec. 


1 597. 

The  Little 

of  Turn- 
lluut. 


These  calamities  were  fucceeded  by  another 
no  lefs  difaftrous  event,  which  happened  in  the 
Netherlands  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  one 
thoufand  five  hundred  and  ninety-feven,  The 
fertile  provinces  of  Brabant  ftill  lay  expofed 
to  the  incurfions  of  the  confederates ;  and  the 
inhabitants,  in  order  to  fave  the  country  and 
villages  from  being  facked  and  plundered,  had 
been  obliged  to  fubmit  to  contributions,  with 
which  the  United  States  were  enabled  to  maim 

c  Grotius,  lib.  v.  p.  269.  Camden,  p.  730.  Carte, 
lib,  xix.  v 

tain. 
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tain  the  garrifons  of  Breda,  Gertrudenberg,  and 
other  places.  The  archduke,  folicitous  to  de¬ 
liver  the  people  from  thefe  oppreffions,  had 
cantoned  between  four  and  five  thoufand  horfe 
and  foot  in  the  open  town  of  Turnhout,  which, 
on  account  of  its  neighbourhood  to  Breda,  he 
judged  to  be  the  fitted:  fituation  for  watching  the 
motions  of  the  enemy  ;  and  he  had  given  the 
command  of  thefe  forces  to  the  count  de  Varas, 
brother  to  the  marquis  of  Varambon. 

Prince  Maurice  having  received  intelli¬ 
gence  that  Varas  had  been  intruded  with  this 
command  more  on  account  of  his  rank  and  fa¬ 
mily  a,  than  his  military  fkill„  refolved  to  avail 
himfelf  of  this  imprudence  into  which  the 
archduke  had  been  betrayed.  With  great  fe- 
crecy  and  expedition  he  drew  together  an  army 
of  five  thoufand  foot  and  eight  hundred  horfe, 
and  fet  out  from  Gertrudenberg  with  a  defign 
to  attack  the  Spaniards  in  their  quarters  of  can¬ 
tonment.  Varas  was  informed  of  his  inten¬ 
tion  only  on  the  evening  before,  and  was  de¬ 
termined,  in  contradiction  to  the  remon (trances 
of  fome  of  his  officers,  to  retire  to  the  town  of 
Herentals.  He  accordingly  fent  off  the  bag¬ 
gage  in  the  night,  and  began  his  march  by 
day-break,  without  the  found  either  of  drum 

J  Of  the  name  of  De  Rie  in  Franche  Compte. 
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or  trumpet.  His  troops,  almod  all  of  whom 
were  experienced  veterans,  were  at  fird  indig¬ 
nant  at  the  thoughts  of  flying  from  an  enemy 
whom  they  had  often  conquered  ;  but  the  dread 
with  which  their  general  was  actuated,  foon  dif- 
fufed  itfelf  into  every  bread,  and  begot  a  convic¬ 
tion,  that  their  prefervation  depended  on  the 
celerity  of  their  retreat. 

Maurice  was  only  a  few  miles  from  Tum- 
hout  when  his  fcouts  informed  him  of  the  count’s 
departure.  He  immediately  fent  Sir  Francis 
Vere  with  a  party  of  horfe  to  fcour  the  woods 
and  hedges,  and  difpatched  another  party  un¬ 
der  count  Hohenloe,  to  retard  the  Spaniards 
on  their  march  till  the  infantry  fhould  arrive, 
Befldes  count  Hohenloe  and  Sir  Francis  Vere 
the  prince  had  brought  with  him  count  Solmes, 
Sir  Robert  Sidney,  governor  of  Flufliing,  and 
feveral  others  of  his  braved  and  mod  expe¬ 
rienced  officers,  by  whom  all  his  orders  were 
executed  with  equal  prudence  and  intrepidity. 
Count  Hohenloe,  at  the  head  of  four  hundred 
horfe  began  the  attack,  and  quickly  routed 
the  Spanilh  cavalry,  who  being  driven  back 
upon  the  foot,  threw  them  into  diforder.  At 
this  crifls,  Maurice  himfelf  and  Sir  Francis 
Vere  came  up,  and  having  broken  through  the 
enemy’s  ranks,  completed  their  confufion,  and 
made  dreadful  havoc  among  them,  till  the 
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greatefl  part  of  them  were  either  put  to  the  book 
fword  or  taken  prifoners .  Varas  himfelf  was 
killed,  after  having  given  proofs,  that  his  mif-  J59~- 
conduct  had  not  proceeded  from  the  want  of 
perfonal  bravery,  but  from  the  confcioufnefs  of 
his  inexperience,  and  his  folicitude  for  the  pre- 
fprvation  of  his  troops.  Above  two  thoufand 
were  flain,  and  five  hundred  taken  prifoners, 
while  the  vidtors  loft  only  nine  or  ten. 

It  was  in  this  engagement  that  a  practice 
invented  by  Maurice  was  firfl  introduced,  of 
arming  the  cavalry  with  carabines  inftead  of 
lances ;  and  to  this  invention,  which  filled  the 
enemy  with  amazement,  Grotius  afcribes  the 
great  facility  with  which  they  were  overpower¬ 
ed  ;  for  the  vidtory  was  gained  entirely  by  the 
horfe,  and  the  infantry  arrived  only  in  time  to 
divide  the  fpoil. 

The  battle  of  Turnhout,  through  the  great 
difparity  between  the  numbers  of  the  flain  on 
the  oppofite  fides,  contributed  more  to  exalt 
the  character  of  Maurice,  than  any  of  his 
former  atchievements.  Nor  was  it  military  re¬ 
nown  only  which  he  acquired;  he  gave  a  link¬ 
ing  proof  likewife  of  his  humanity  in  his  treat¬ 
ment  of  tl  :e  prifoners,  whom  he  protected  from 
all  injury  and  violence  with  the  utmofl:  care, 
and  many  Df  whom  recovered  through  the  ten- 
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der  attention  which  he  bellowed.  He  fent  the 
body  of  count  Varas  to  the  archduke  ;  and 
Albert  on  that  occafion  affured  him,  that  he 
would  follow  his  generous  example,  and  take 
effectual  pains  to  prevent  all  cruelty  and  out¬ 
rage  in  the  further  profecution  of  the  war  e. 

The  furprife  The  lofs  w7hich  Albert  fuftained  in  the  battle 
Amiens.  o£  -purnhout  was  focn  afterwards  compenfated 
by  his  acquifition  of  Amiens,  the  capital  of 
Picardy,  and  one  of  the  ftrongeft  and  mod 
important  towns  in  France.  The  citizens,  who 
had  been  zealous  partifans  of  the  league,  had 
lately  fubmitted  to  the  King,  upon  condition 
that  all  their  ancient  privileges  Ihould  be  pre¬ 
ferred,  and  in  particular,  that  they  Ihould  be 
allowed  to  guard  the  town  themfelves,  and  not 
be  obliged  to  admit  a  garrifon  of  mercenary 
troops. 

The  number  of  thofe  who  were  enrolled  for 
bearing  arms  was  between  fourteen  and  fifteen 
thoufand  ;  but  neither  their  difeipline  nor  their 
vigilance  correfponded  to  the  danger  to  which 
they  were  expofed  from  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  Spaniards.  They  gave  the  fame  attention 
to  their  ordinary  occupations  as  in  the  time  of 

e  Grotius,  lib.  vi.  ab  initio.  Thuanus,  lib.  cxviii.  c.  v. 
Bentivoglio,  part  iii,  lib.  iii. 
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peace ;  only  a  few  were  employed  as  centinels  rook 
and  guards,  and  even  thefe  performed  their  duty  xxn ' 
in  the  moft  negligent  manner. 


1 597* 


Of  this  negligence,  Portocarrero,  governor 
of  Dourlens,  a  brave  and  enterprifmg  officer, 
had  received  intelligence  from  one  of  the  citi¬ 
zens  f,  and  he  founded  upon  it  a  plan  for  tak¬ 
ing  the  city  by  furprife.  Having  communi¬ 
cated  this  plan  to  the  archduke,  and  obtained 
his  approbation,  he  colle&ed  from  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  garrifons  about  three  thoufand  horfe 
and  foot,  which  he  judged  to  be  fufficient  to 
carry  it  into  execution  g.  On  the  eleventh  of 
March,  he  fet  out  from  Dourlens  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  night,  and  before  fun-rife  ar¬ 
rived  at  an  hermitage  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
from  Amiens.  As  foon  as  he  perceived  that 
the  gate  which  lay  next  him  was  opened,  he 
fent  forward  ten  or  twelve  of  the  moll  refolute 
of  his  foldiers,  with  three  officers,  called  d’Og- 
nano.  La  Croix,  and  Del  Aero,  difguifed  like 
the  peafants  of  that  country  with  long  frocks, 
under  which  each  of  them  had  a  brace  of 
piftols  and  a  fword  concealed.  Three  of  this 

f  He  had  been  banilhed  on  account  of  fome  crime. 

2  They  confided  of  eleven  hundred  Spaniards,  live  hun¬ 
dred  Burgundians  and  Germans,  four  hundred  Irifli,  two 
hundred  Walloons,  and  nine  hundred  horfe. 
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party  carried  bags  filled  with  nuts  and  apples. 
One  of  them  drove  a  waggon  loaded  with  large 

1597* 

beams,  and  the  reft  followed  ilowly  at  a  little 
diftance.  When  the  three  firft  had  palled  the 
pallifades  and  approached  the  gate,  one  of 
them  fell  down,  as  by  accident,  and  fcattered 

\ 

1 

the  nuts  and  apples ;  and  while  the  guards, 
making  game  of  the  fuppofed  peafant,  were 
fcrambling  for  the  fruit,  the  waggon  was 
driven  under  the  gate.  There  it  flopped,  and 
Del  Aero,  by  pulling  an  iron  pin,  quickly 
difengaged  the  horfes.  He  then  fired  a  piftol, 
which  was  the  fign  agreed  upon,  and  he,  and 
thofe  who  were  with  him,  falling  with  great 
fury  upon  the  guard,  killed  molt  of  them,  and 
made  themfelves  mailers  of  the  gate.  The 
centinel  upon  the  top  of  the  gate-way,  per¬ 
ceiving  what  had  paffed,  attempted  to  let 
down  the  portcullis  ;  but  it  was  fufpended  by 
the  beams  and  the  waggon;  and  Portocarrero 
in  the  mean  time  brought  forward  his  troops, 
and  rulhed  into  the  town.  The  citizens,  en¬ 
tirely  unprepared  for  this  fudden  attack,  were 
overwhelmed  with  aftonilhment  and  confirma¬ 
tion.  Their  refiftance  was  feeble  and  ill- 

condufted  ;  and,  after  about  a  hundred  of  their 
number  had  fallen,  they  laid  down  their  arms, 
and  buffered  the  enemy  to  take  poffefiion  of 
the  town. 

The 


PHILIP  II.  XING  OF  SPAIN. 


3*3 


The  news  of  this  difafter  affeCted  the  French  book 

XXIV. 

monarch  in  the  moft  fenfible  manner,  and  

greatly  allayed  the  joy  which  his  late  triumph  Hr’1?97;Jif 
over  the  League  was  calculated  to  excite.  He  *  refs  on 
confidered,  that  the  Spaniards  were,  before  fiun. 
this  time,  in  poffeffion  of  Calais,  one  of  the 
principal  fea-ports  in  his  dominions  ;  and  that 
by  their  prefent  conqueft  they  had  opened  a 
paffage  from  the  Netherlands,  by  which  they 
could  make  incurfions  to  the  gates  of  the  ca¬ 
pital.  He  was  mortified  by  reflecting  on  the 
judgment  which  foreign  nations  muft  form  of  a 
prince,  whofe  glory  confided  chiefly  in  victories 
obtained  over  his  own  fubjeCts ;  and  he  dread¬ 
ed,  that  the  malcontents  in  his  kingdom  might 
take  advantage  of  the  prefent  calamity,  and 
rekindle  the  flames  of  civil  war.  He  had  la¬ 
boured  for  fome  time  under  bad  health  ;  not- 
withftanding  which,  he  broke  off  a  courfe  of 
medicine  which  had  been  prefcribed  to  him, 
and  fet  out  immediately  for  Corbie  on  the 
Somme h,  where,  after  confulting  with  the  mar- 
lhal  Biron  and  fome  other  principal  officers,  he 
refolved  to  poftpone  every  other  objeCt  of  his 
attention  to  the  recovery  of  Amiens.  He  then 
ordered  Biron  to  invert  the  town  with  fuch 
forces  as  he  could  draw  from  the  neiehbourinfr 

o  o 

h  About  three  leagues  higher  than  Amiens. 

garrifons, 
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The  fiege  of  Henry  knew  that  the  moft  vigorous  exertion 
of  his  activity  was  requifite  on  this  occafion, 
and  he  laboured  with  unceafing  ardour,  till,  be- 
fides  raifing  a  numerous  army,  he  had  collected, 
from  every  quarter  of  his  diminions,  provi- 
fions  and  military  ftores  proportioned  to  the 
difficulty  of  his  intended  enterprife.  He  con¬ 
cluded  at  this  time  a  new  alliance  with  the 
Queen  of  England  and  the  States  of  Holland, 
in  confequence  of  which  the  former  fent  him 
four  thoufand  troops,  and  the  latter  furniffied 
him  with  a  confiderable  fum  of  money,  befides 
engaging  to  make  a  powerful  diverfion  of  the 
Spaniffi  forces  in  the  Netherlands.  Having  fent 
off  his  troops  to  Amiens  before  him,  as  faff  as 
they  were  raifed,  he  found  on  his  return  thither 
in  the  beginning  of  June,  that  the  fiege  was 
already  far  advanced.  Biron,  prompted  by  his 
natural  ardour,  and  piqued  by  a  faying  which 
had  dropt  from  the  King,  that  his  affairs  almoft 
never  profpered  where  he  was  not  prefent,  had 
exerted  the  moft  indefatigable  vigilance  and  in- 
duftry.  He  had  rendered  the  blockade  com¬ 
plete,  by  drawing  ftrong  lines  of  circumvalla- 
tion  round  the  town,  and  had  begun  to  make 
his  approaches  to  the  walls.  Henry  approved 

highly 
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highly  of  every  thing  that  he  had  done,  and  in 
order  to  pacify  his  refentment,  fuffered  him  Hill 
to  retain  the  chief  command. 
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As  the  number  of  the  troops  was  confiderably 
augmented  by  thofe  which  the  King  had  brought 
with  him,  and  by  the  arrival  of  the  Englifh 
forces,  the  operations  of  the  fiege  were  carried 
on  with  redoubled  ardour  and  alacrity  ;  but  the 
progrefs  of  the  aflailants  was  retarded  greatly 
beyond  wThat  had  been  expected,  by  the  invin¬ 
cible  bravery  and  unremitted  vigilance  of  the 
governor  and  garrifon,  who  difputcd  every  inch 
of  ground  with  matchlefs  intrepidity,  and  in  the 
numberlefs  fallies  which  they  made,  put  fome 
fhoufands  of  the  befiegers  to  the  fword. 

By  thefe  fallies  their  own  number  was  confi¬ 
derably  diminilhed,  and  in  one  of  them  Porto- 
carrero  was  killed.  The  defence  however  was 
Hill  conducted  with  the  fame  fkill  and  fpirit  as 
before  by  the  marquis  de  Montenegro,  a  Nea¬ 
politan  of  the  family  of  CarafFa,  and  the  King 
had  reafon  to  defpair  of  being  able  to  finilh  his 
enterprife  before  the  arrival  of  the  Spanifh  army 
from  the  Netherlands. 

The  archduke  was  fenfible  that  it  was  of 
great  importance  to  Philip’s  intereit  to  preferve  'e"’p'os 

poffefiion  tnt  <Kse- 
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pofleffion  of  Amiens,  whether  he  fhould  enter 
into  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  French  monarch, 
or  profecute  the  war ;  and  he  could  not  have 
exerted  himfelf  with  greater  activity  in  making 
the  preparations  neceflary  to  raife  the  fiege. 
But  his  levies,  as  well  as  all  his  other  prepara¬ 
tions,  had  been  carried  on  flowly,  through  the 
extreme  difficulty  which  he  found  in  procuring 
money.  The  deftrudtion  of  the  fleet  and  itores 
at  Cadiz  had  contributed  not  a  little ^to  increafe 
that  diforder  which  had  fo  long  prevailed  in 
the  King’s  finances.  For  feveral  years  Philip 
had  been  in  the  practice  of  borrowing  large 
fums  from  the  Italian  and  Flemifh  merchants, 
for  which  he  had  agreed  to  pay  them  an  exor¬ 
bitant  intereft,  and  had  mortgaged  certain 
branches  of  his  revenue.  The  inconveniences 
arifing  from  thence  had  become  intolerable, 
and  he  was  determined  to  deliver  himfelf  from 
them  at  once,  whatever  fhould  be  the  confe- 
quence.  He  had  accordingly  publiffied  an 
edict  in  the  month  of  November  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year,  declaring  all  the  contracts  by 
which  he  had  fequeftered  his  revenue  to  be 
null  and  void ;  and  alleging,  as  an  excufe  for 
this  Pep,  that  through  the  unfair  advantages 
which  had  been  taken  of  his  diftrefs,  he  had 
reafon  to  dread,  that,  unlefs  fome  remedy  were 
immediately  applied,  all  his  labours  in  behalf 

i  of 


PHILIP  II.  KING  OF  SPAIN. 

of  Chriftendom  and  the  true  religion  would 
be  loft  *. 

Philip  had  as  little  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with 
the  prudence,  as  with  the  juftice,  of  this  expe¬ 
dient.  His  annual  revenue,  though  now  freed 
from  all  incumbrances,  was  infufficient  to 
defray  the  enormous  expence  of  the  prefent 
war.  It  was  ftill  necefi'ary  for  him,  while  the 
war  continued,  to  borrow  money  ;  but  no  mer¬ 
chants,  either  in  Genoa  or  Antwerp,  where  it 
had  been  ufually  found,  could  be  perfuaded  to 
advance  it ;  and  it  was  this  caufe  chiefly  which 
had  fo  long  retarded  the  archduke’s  preparations 
for  the  relief  of  Amiens. 

The  blockade  of  that  city  had  been  formed 
in  April,  and  it  was  the  end  of  Auguft  before 
he  could  begin  his  march.  At  that  time  he 
fet  out  with  an  army  of  more  than  five-and- 
twenty  thoufand  men,  and  arrived  within  fight 
of  the  French  camp  about  the  middle  of  Sep¬ 
tember.  As  his  infantry  was  greatly  fuperior 
to  that  of  the  enemy,  he  refolved  to  offer  battle  ; 
and  from  the  well-known  temper  of  the  French 
monarch,  he  doubted  not  that  his  challenge 
would  be  accepted.  But  Henry  being  diftruft- 
ful  of  his  infantry,  the  greateft  part  of  which 

1  Grotius,  lib,  v. 
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book  confifled  of  raw  troops,  readily  complied  with 

J _ the  advice  of  the  duke  de  Mayenne,  whom  he 

I597-  had  brought  with  him  to  the  fiege,  and  refolved 
to  remain  within  his  lines.  The  archduke  ad¬ 
vanced  towards  him,  with  his  army  drawn  up 
in  order  of  battle  ;  but  when  he  perceived  that 
the  king’s  refolution  was  unalterably  fixed,  that 
he  was  well  prepared  for  his  defence,  and  that 
his  intrenchments  were  every  where  flrongly 
fortified,  he  defpaired  of  being  able  to  effectu¬ 
ate  his  purpofe,  and  returned  to  the  Nether¬ 
lands.  In  a  few  days  after  his  retreat,  the 
marquis  de  Montenegro,  with  the  approbation 
of  the  archduke,  cohfented  to  capitulate,  and 
received  from  Henry  the  moft  honourable 
terms  k. 


Pi'ogrefs  of 
the  war  in 
the  Nether¬ 
lands. 


End  of 
Aug  lift. 


During  the  greatefl  part  of  the  fiege  of 
Amiens,  nothing  memorable  was  tranfaded  in 
the  Netherlands  ;  but  as  the  archduke  had,  in 
order  to  fill  up  his  army,  almofl  drained  the 
provinces  of  troops,  he  had  no  fooner  begun 
his  march,  than  prince  Maurice,  having  af- 
fembled  between  twelve  and  thirteen  thoufand 
horfe  and  foot,  laid  fiege  to  Rhinberg,  and  in 
a  few  days  obliged  it  to  capitulate,  though  the 
garrifon  amounted  to  a  thoufand  men.  He 
next  reduced  the  town  of  Meurs  with  the  fame 
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facility.  After  which,  having  palled  the  Rhine, 
he  made  himfelf  mailer  of  Grol,  Brevort,  and 
feveral  other  places,  and  then  directed  his 
march  towards  Lingen,  the  only  fortified  town 
which  remained  in  polfeffion  of  the  Spaniards 
on  the  north  fide  of  the  Rhine.  Both  the  town 
and  callle  of  Lingen  were  commanded  by 
count  Frederic  of  Heremberg,  with  a  garrifon 
of  fix  or  feven  hundred  men ;  and  the  count 
made,  for  fome  time,  a  vigorous  and  fpirited 
defence.  But  the  prince,  after  his  batteries 
were  ready  to  begin  to  play,  having  fent  him  a 
fummons  to  furrender  on  honourable  terms, 
with  an  intimation,  that  as  this  was  the  firft 
fummons,  fo  he  might  be  alfured  that  it  would 
be  the  lall ;  Heremberg  confidered,  that  his 
perfeverance  mult  be  attended  with  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  the  garrifon,  and  therefore  agreed  to  the 
terms  propofed. 

All  thefe  conquelts  were  atchieved  in  Iefs 
than  three  months.  In  thofe  of  Grol  and  Bre¬ 
vort-,  places  fituated  in  a  marfhy  foil,  Maurice 
encountered  difficulties  which  required  a  vi¬ 
gorous  exertion  of  his  fuperior  talents  to  fur- 
mount  ;  but  as  no  peculiar  or  llriking  circum- 
ftances  are  recorded  by  the  cotemporary  hifto- 
rians,  I  have  not  thought  it  neceflfary  to  defcend 
to  a  particular  detail.  The  acquifition  of  fo 
many  frontier  towns  was  of  great  importance  to 
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book  the  United  Provinces,  as  they  were  thereby  de» 
Iivered  from  the  incurfions  of  the  Spanifh  gar- 
IS97.  rifons,  by  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  adjacent 
country  had  been  kept  under  perpetual  alarms  ; 
and  the  States,  deeply  fenfible  of  this  advantage, 
teflified  their  gratitude  to  prince  Maurice,  by 
conferring  on  him  and  on  his  poflerity  the  rich 
feignory  of  Lingen  and  its  dependencies. 


<59?. 
Negocia- 
trons  for 
peace. 


These  tranfa£lions  happened  towards  the 
end  of  the  year  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and 
ninety-feven  ;  and  the  following  was  diftin- 
guifhed  by  a  negociation  which  .  as  fet  on  foot 
for  the  eflablifhment  of  peace  between  France 
and  Spain.  Neither  Philip  nor  Henry  had  de¬ 
rived  from  the  war  thofe  advantages,  by  the 
profpect  of  which  they  had  been  allured,  and 
both  of  them  had  powerful  motives  for  defir¬ 
ing  that  it  might  be  fpeedily  brought  to  a  con- 
clufion.  Philip’s  eyes  were  now  opened  to  the 
vanity  of  thofe  flattering  dreams  of  conqueft 
by  which  he  had  been  fo  long  deluded.  His 
acquifitions  in  France  had  cofl  him  more  than 
they  were  worth  ;  and,  befides  the  expence  of 
making  them,  they  were  much  more  than  coun¬ 
terbalanced  by  the  Ioffes  which  year  after  year 
he  had  fuffered  in  the  Netherlands.  His  fi¬ 
nances,  as  has  been  already  mentioned,  were  in 
extreme  diforder  ;  his  credit  was  ruined  by  the 
late  violation  of  his  faith  ;  his  troops  in  many 
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again,  on  account  of  their  want  of  pay  ;  and  < _ L— L; 

if  the  war  fhould  continue  for  another  cam-  *598- 
paign,  he  thought  it  not  improbable  that  the 
greater  part  of  them  would  refufe  to  march 
againft  the  enemy.  From  his  advanced  age, 
and  broken  health,  he  had  reafon  to  believe 
that  his  death  was  not  far  diftant,  and  he 
dreaded  the  fatal  confequences  which  might 
arife  from  leaving  his  fon,  who  was  hardly  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  age  of  manhood,  involved  in  war 
with  a  prince  fo  powerful  and  enterprifmg  as  the 
king  of  France. 

Peace  was  no  lefs  defirable  to  Henry  than 
to  Philip  ;  thofe  wounds  under  which  his  king¬ 
dom  had  bled  for  fo  many  years,  were  dill  un- 
clofed,  and  numberlefs  diflempers  prevailed  in 
almoft  every  quarter,  to  which  no  effectual  re¬ 
medy  could  be  applied  during  the  continuance  of 
the  war. 

While,  for  thefe  reafons,  both  princes  were  Thepope 
alike  defirous  of  peace,  neither  of  them  would  between" the 
yield  fo  far  to  his  antagonift  as  to  be  the  firft  ccnten<i”1s 
to  propofe  it.  But  the  fovereign  Pontiff,  as  the 
father  of  all  Catholic  princes,  and  the  common 
friend  of  the  two  contending  monarchs,  afted 
the  part  of  mediator  between  them ;  and  Cle¬ 
ment  difcovered,  on  this  occafion,  a  degree  of 

Vol.  III.  Y  zeal 
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zeal  and  prudence,  which  juftly  entitled  him 
to  that  high  refpedl:  in  which  his  character  was 

1598. 

held  by  his  cotemporaries.  At  his  requeft,  it 
was  agreed  by  the  two  Kings,  that  a  congrefs 
fhould  be  held  at  Vervins,  a  town  in  Picardy, 
near  the  confines  of  Hainault.  The  prefidents 
de  Believere  and  Sillery,  were  appointed  pleni¬ 
potentiaries  by  Henry ;  and  Ricardotto  and 
Baptifta  Tafiis,  by  Philip.  Alexander  de  Me¬ 
dici,  the  cardinal  legate,  likewife  repaired 
thither,  and  in  the  month  of  February  the  con¬ 
ferences  were  begun. 

Oppofition 
to  peace  by 
Elizabeth 
and  the 
States. 

These  conferences  were  matter  of  great  an¬ 
xiety  to  the  States  of  Holland,  as  they  could 
not  doubt  that  a  principal  motive  which  had 
determined  Philip  to  difengage  himfelf  from 
the  war  with  France,  was,  that  he  might  be  at 
liberty  to  employ  his  whole  ftrength  againfi: 

✓ 

the  confederated  provinces.  They  were  not 

without  fufpicions  likewife,  that  the  queen  of 
England  would  embrace  the  prefent  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  delivering  herfelf  from  the  Spanifh 
war,  and  were  therefore  much  difquieted  at  the 
apprehenfions  of  being  left  without  an  ally  to 
fupport  them.  But  they  were  foon  delivered 
from  their  fears  with  regard  to  the  condudl  of 
Elizabeth,  who  being  entirely  convinced  that 
the  intereft  and  fafety  of  their  infant  republic 
were  infeparable  from  her  own,  gave  them 
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frefh  affurances  of  the  continuance  of  her  friend- 
fhip. 

I 

The  French  monarch  no  fooner  agreed  to 
the  Pope’s  propofal  of  a  congrefs,  than  he  fent 
an  intimation  of  it  to  his  allies,  and  expreffed 
his  defire,  that,  if  poflible,  a  general  peace 
might  be  eflablifhed,  in  which  they,  as  well  as 
himfelf,  might  be  comprehended.  But  neither 
Elizabeth  nor  the  States  were  difpofed  to  liften 
to  his  advice.  The  latter  were  well  affured 
that  no  confideration  would  perfuade  Philip  to 
treat  with  them  as  a  free  State,  and  they  were 
unalterably  determined  never  to  acknowledge 
him  for  their  fovereign.  Elizabeth,  who  had  ori 
different  occafions  experienced  the  great  advan¬ 
tage  which  die  derived  from  her  alliance  with 
them,  was  no  lefs  folicitous  than  themfelves 
that  they  fhould  maintain  their  independ¬ 
ence  ;  and  fhe  believed,  that  while  they  main¬ 
tained  it,  fhe  fhould  have  no  great  reafon  to 
dread  the  power  of  Philip.  She  was  concerned 
however  at  the  profped  of  lofmg  fo  ufeful  an 
ally  as  the  king  of  France,  and  fent  fir  Robert 
Cecil  and  Mr.  Herbert,  who  were  accompanied 
by  Juflin  de  Naffau  and  the  celebrated  Barnevelt, 
from  the  States,  to  remonftrate  with  Henry 
againfl  the  peace. 

These  able  negociators  left  no  argument  un¬ 
touched  that  could  diffuade  him  from  his  pur- 
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w— w  which  he  had  lately  entered  with  the  Queen  and 
159s-  the  States,  and  of  .the  affiftance  which  on  dif¬ 
ferent  occafions  they  had  afforded  him.  They 
reprefented  the  danger  to  which  he  expofed 
himfelf  by  treating  with  a  prince  who  had  given 
fo  many  ftriking  proofs  of  infincerity  ;  and 
they  offered  to  furnifli  him  with  a  large  fupply 
of  forces,  befides  money,  and  a  numerous  fleet, 
for  the  recovery  of  Calais,  and  the  farther  pro- 
fee  ution  of  the  war. 

Henry  replied,  that  no  alliance  which  he 
had  formed  with  the  Queen  or  the  States,  could 
be  reafonably  interpreted  as  an  obligation  on 
him  unneceffarily  to  prolong  the  war,  which  he 
was  perfuaded  would  foon  prove  the  utter  ruin 
of  his  kingdom.  lie  expreffed  in  ftrong  terms 
his  gratitude  for  the  friendfhip  which  they  had 
fhewn  him,  and  affured  them,  that  no  peace 
which  he  fliould  conclude  with  Spain,  would 
prevent  him  from  making  a  fuitable  return. 

-  From  the  manner  of  life  to  which  he  had  been 
fo  long  inured,  joined  to  the  provocations 
which  he  had  received  from  Philip,  they  might 
believe,  that  it  was  not  an  averfion  to  the  war, 
but  the  necefhty  of  peace,  that  had  determined 
him  to  embrace  a  meafure  fo  repugnant  to  the 
inclination  of  his  friends.  The  diforders  which 
prevailed  in  his  dominions  were  fuch,  that  if 
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the  proper  remedies  were  not  applied,  they 
would  foon  become  incurable,  and  thefe  re¬ 
medies  could  not  be  applied  in  the  time  of  war  ; 
but  peace,  he  hoped,  would  quickly  reftore 
his  kingdom  to  its  native  ftrength  and  vigour ; 
when,  inftead  of  being  a  burden  upon  his 
allies,  as  he  had  hitherto  been,  he  would  be 
able,  and  they  (hould  find  him  willing,  not 
only  to  repay  with  intereft  the  obligations  which 
they  had  laid  him  under,  but  to  defend  and 
protect  them,  and  the  reft  of  Europe,  againft 
the  exorbitant  ambition  of  the  king  of 
Spain. 

This  apology,  delivered  with  that  irrefiftible 
force  of  natural  eloquence,  by  which  Henry 
was  eminently  diftinguilhed,  made  a  ftrong  im- 
preffion  upon  the  minds  of  the  Englifh  and 
Dutch  ambalfadors ;  they  could  not  doubt  of 
the  truth  of  what  they  had  heard ;  and  before 
their  departure,  they  had  the  candour  to  ac¬ 
knowledge,  that  as  the  peace  which  he  was 
about  to  conclude  was  neceffary  for  France,  fo 
;it  might  be  found  in  the  iffue  highly  beneficial 
to  the  other  European  powers.  Henry  fent 
ambalfadors  to  England  and  Holland  to  enforce 
iwhat  he  had  faid  on  this  occafion,  and  ftill  con¬ 
tinued  as  formerly  on  terms  of  cordial  friendlhip 
[both  with  Elizabeth  and  the  States, 
i:. 
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The  treaty  of  peace  was  foon  after  brought 
to  the  defired  conclufion Several  difficulties 
occurred  during  the  courfe  of  the  conferences, 
which  were  removed  through  the  difintereded 
zeal  and  great  authority  of  the  Pope  and  the 
cardinal  legate ;  and  at  length,  upon  Henry’s 
refigning  his  claim  to  Cambray,  Philip  con- 
fented,  though  with  great  reluttance,  to  give 
up  Calais,  Andres,  Dourlens,  and  all  the  other 
towns  in  France,  which  he  had  acquired  at  the 
expence  of  fo  much  blood  and  treafure  m. 

Philip  had  been  the  more  folicitous  to  put 
an  end  to  the  war,  on  account  of  a  fcheme 
which  he  had  conceived,  after  the  difappoint- 
ment  of  his  views  in  France,  of  transferring 
the  fovereignty  of  the  Netherlands  to  his  elded 
daughter  Ifabella,  whom  he  intended  to  give  in 
marriage  to  the  archduke.  And  to  embrace 
this  meafure,  he  was  prompted,  partly  by  his 
affe&ion  for  the  Infanta,  one  of  the  mod  ac- 
compliffied  women  of  the  age,  and  partly  by  his 
edeem  lor  Albert,  whom,  of  all  the  princes  in 
Europe,  he  deemed  the  mod  worthy  of  fo  il-  j 
ludrious  an  alliance. 

1  At  Vervins. 

m  Bentivoglio)  part  iii.  lib.  iv.  p.  464.  Sally,  lib.  ix. 
D ’Avila,  towards  the  conclufion.  Thuanus,  lib.  cxx.  feft.  i. 
and  v.  ;  and  Cambden,  p.  760,  &c.  Miniana,  lib.  x.  cap.  xii. 
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But  while  his  attachment  to  his  daughter  book 

°  XXIV. 

and  her  future  hufband  made  him  defirous  of 
procuring  for  them  fome  fovereign  eftabliih-  H_  IJ9S- e 
ment,  he  could  not,  without  reluctance,  refolve  rations  on 
to  feparate  from  the  body  of  his  empire  fo  rich  1U  ,J"1, 
a  portion  of  his  hereditary  dominions.  To 
the  troops  and  money  of  the  Netherlands,  the 
late  Emperor  and  himfelf  had  been  greatly  in¬ 
debted  for  mod  of  their  victories  over  their 
enemies  in  France  and  Germany  ;  and  it  had 
been  the  Netherlands  chiefly,  which,  by  their 
fituation  in  the  heart  of  Europe,  had  rendered 
them  formidable  to  the  feveral  European 
powers,  and  enabled  them  fo  long  to  maintain 
the  tranquillity  of  their  other  dominions.  The 
prefervation  indeed  of  thefe  provinces  had,  fox- 
many  years,  proved  a  perpetual  drain  for  the 
wealth  of  the  Spanilh  monarchy  ;  but  it  was 
doubtful  whether,  if  they  wei*e  disjointed  from 
it,  they  would  not  be  found  as  great  a  burden 
as  ever,  fince  it  would  dill  be  incumbent  on 
the  King  to  fupport  the  archduke  in  his  new 
fovereignty,  againd  the  attempts  of  his  enemies 
in  the  revolted  provinces. 


These  confiderations  were  urged  with  great 
warmth  by  the  count  de  Fuentes,  in  order  to 
difluade  Philip  from  the  profecution  of  his  de- 
fign.  But  fome  others  of  his  counfellors,  and 
particularly  the  count  de  Cadel-Rodrigo,  in 
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whom  he  repofed  the  greatefl  confidence,  were 
at  no  lefs  pains  to  confirm  him  in  it,  by  repre- 
fenting,  that  the  reparation  propofed,  inftead  of 
leffening,  would  ferve  to  augment  the  ftrength 
and  vigour  of  the  Spanifh  monarchy. 

t£  The  Netherlands  lay  fo  remote  from  the 
feat  of  government,  and  the  laws  of  that  coun¬ 
try,  and  the  language,  character,  and  manners 
of  the  people,  were  fo  extremely  different  from 
thofe  of  Spain,  that  it  would  be  for  ever  found 
impradticable  to  preferve  them  in  obedience. 
Their  averfion  to  a  foreign  dominion,  and 
efpecially  that  of  Spain,  was  infurmountable  ; 
the  abfence  and  diftance  of  the  King  had  been 
the  caufe  of  that  inveterate  rebellion  which  had 
furnifhed  employment  to  his  armies  for  almofl 
forty  years,  and  no  other  effectual  means  could 
be  devifed  either  to  reconcile  the  provinces 
which  had  already  revolted,  or  to  prevent  the 
reft  from  imitating  their  example,  but  to  give 
them  a  fovercign  of  their  own,  who,  by  refid- 
ing  among  them,  might  conciliate  and  fecure 
their  affections.  It  was  true,  that,  without  the 
affiftance  of  the  queen  of  England,  the  rebels 
mull  long  ere  now  have  laid  down  their  arms ; 
but  if  with  the  feeble  aid  which  they  had  re¬ 
ceived  from  a  Queen  engroffed  with  domeftic 
cares,  and  tottering  on  her  throne,  they  had 
been  able  for  fo  many  years  not  only  to  de- 
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fend  themfelves,  but  to  carry  on  an  offenfive  isook 

'  XXIV 

fuccefsful  war,  how  much  reafon  was  there  to  _ _ 1 

dread  the  confequences  that  muff  follow,  if  the  Iso^- 
Britifh  crowns  were  united,  as  they  would 
foon  be,  on  the  head  of  a  prince  in  the  vigour 
of  life,  who,  being  free  from  the  embarraffments 
of  a  difputed  title,  would  have  full  leifure  to 
give  attention  to  foreign  affairs  ?  From  jealoufy 
of  the  King,  the  neighbouring  princes  would 
never  ceafe  to  fupport  the  rebellion,  and  fo¬ 
ment  the  difcontents  of  his  Flemifh  fubjedts  ; 
but  if  the  Netherlands  were  difunitea  from  the 
Spanifh  monarchy,  and  eredled  into  a  feparate 
and  independent  flate,  the  caufe  of  that  jea¬ 
loufy  would  be  removed  ;  it  would  become  the 
intereft  of  France  and  Britain,  and  the  other 
neighbouring  powers,  to  lend  their  affu'tance  to 
extinguifh  the  war ;  and  even  the  revolted 
ftates  would,  in  order  to  fecure  internal  tran¬ 
quillity,  chufe  to  return  to  their  ancient  union 
with  the  fouthern  provinces.” 


By  thefe  arguments,  which  coincided  with  His  fed  of 

.  .  .  .  abdication. 

Philip’s  inclination,  he  was  confirmed  in  his 
defign  ;  and,  on  the  fixth  of  May,  he  figned  the 
deed  of  abdication  ;  in  which,  after  declaring 
his  refolution  to  give  the  infanta  in  marriage 
to  the  archduke,  he  refigned  the  fovereignty  of 
the  Netherlands,  and  of  the  county  of  Burgun¬ 
dy,  to  that  princefs,  to  be  enjoyed  conjun&ly 

by 
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boor:  by  her  and  her  future  huiband ;  and  after  their 

XXIV  ^ 

deceafe,  by  the  heirs  of  the  marriage,  whether 
j598-  male  or  female,  according  to  the  eftablilhed 
rules  of  hereditary  fucceflion. 

But  it  was  provided,  that  in  cafe  this  fove- 
reignty  fliould  devolve  to  a  female,  fhe  fliould 
marry  either  the  King  or  the  prince  of  Spain  : 
That  neither  any  prince  nor  princefs  defcended 
from  the  Infanta,  fnould  marry  without  the 
confent  of  the  king  of  Spain  ;  and  that  in  de¬ 
fault  of  iifue,  the  Netherlands  fliould  be  re¬ 
united  to  the  Spanifh  monarchy.  By  other  ar¬ 
ticles,  it  was  ftipulated  that  the  new  fovereigns 
fhould  prevent  their  fubjects  from  trading  to 
the  Indies  ;  that  they  fliould,  before  their  ad- 
miffion,  take  an  oath  to  permit  the  exercife  of 
no  other  religion  but  the  Catholic,  within  their 
dominions ;  and  in  cafe  they  fliould  fail  in  the 
execution  of  this,  or  any  other  article,  it  was 
declared  that  the  fovereignty  transferred  fliould 
immediately  return  to  the  crown  of  Spain. 

How  re-  This  deed  was  immediately  tranfmitted  to 

Xethei-I" *he  ^e  archduke;  and  fcon  afterwards  the  States 
5ll,ds-  of  the  fouthern  provinces  agreed  to  accept  of 
the  archduke  and  the  Infanta  for  their  fove¬ 
reigns,  with  the  conditions  which  the  deed 
contained  ;  being  well  pleafed  to  be  delivered, 
as  they  expefted  to  be,  from  the  yoke  of  Spain, 
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which  they  had  found  fo  grievous  and  intole¬ 
rable. 
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But  although  this  event  gave  great  fatisfac- 
fion  to  the  people  fubjeft  to  the  Spanilh  go¬ 
vernment,  it  was  not  likely  to  produce  any 
change  in  the  fentiments  or  condudt  of  their 
neighbours  in  the  United  Provinces.  The  new 
fovereigns,  faid  the  confederates,  whom  Philip 
has  appointed,  will  be  fovereigns  in  name  only 
and  appearance,  but  not  in  reality.  They  will 
be  utterly  unable  to  fupport  thetnfelves  with¬ 
out  the  afliftance  of  the  Spanilh  arms.  They 
will  depend  on  Spain,  as  much  as  any  Spanilh 
governor  or  regent ;  and  the  Spaniards  will  Hill 
continue  to  exercife,  as  formerly,  an  unlimit¬ 
ed  influence  in  the  government.  In  the  deed 
of  abdication,  the  Netherlands  are  treated,  not 
as  a  free  and  independent  Hate,  but  as  a  nef  of 
the  Spanilh  monarchy  ;  and  from  the  advanced 
age  of  the  Infanta m,  together  with  the  condi¬ 
tions  of  the  deed  of  abdication,  it  was  evident 
that  the  prefent  meafure  could  be  meant  only 
as  a  temporary  expedient,  intended  to  amufe 
the  people  of  the  fouthern  provinces,  and  not 
as  a  fixed  and  permanent  eftablilhment.  But 
whatever  was  the  King’s  intention  in  this  mea¬ 
fure,  and  whether  the  fovereignty  now  tranf- 


m 


ferred, 


Thirty-two. 


332 


HISTORY  OF  THE  REIGN  OF 


book  ferred,  fhould  or  fhould  not  return  to  the  crown 
. v — of  Spain,  it  was  the  unalterable  refolution  of 
J59g‘  the  United  Provinces  to  maintain  their  liberty, 
in  oppofition  to  whatever  attempts  might  be 
made  to  deprive  them  of  it  by  the  king  of  Spain, 
or  the  archduke  of  Auftria". 

Albert  was  in  the  mean  time  employed  in 
preparing  to  fet  out  for  Madrid  ;  but  having 
been  detained  in  the  Low  Countries  much 
longer  than  he  expe&ed,  by  a  new  mutiny  of 
his  troops,  he  had  juft  begun  his  journey 
when  he  received  intelligence  of  the  death  of 
the  King. 

iiineis  and  For  more  than  two  years  this  prince  had 
Philip.  been  extremely  afflicted  with  the  gout  j  to 
which  had  been  lately  added,  a  he&ic  fever, 
and  a  dropfy.  Finding  his  ftrength  fo  much 
decayed,  that  he  could  not  expert  to  live  above 
a  few  weeks,  he  ordered  his  attendants  to  tranf- 
port  him  from  Madrid  to  the  Efcurial ;  and 
when  his  phyficians  fignified  to  him  their  ap- 
prehenfions,  that  he  would  not  be  able  to  en¬ 
dure  the  fatigue  :  44  But  I  am  refolved,”  he  an- 
fwered,  “  to  accompany  my  funeral  to  my  tomb.” 
Upon  his  arrival  at  the  Efcurial,  the  gout 
returned  with  double  violence  both  in  his 

"  Van  Meteren,  Grotius,  See. 
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feet  and  hands ;  and  foon  afterwards,  feveral 
impofthumes  gathered  in  his  knees  and  bread:, 
which  occafioned  the  mod  excruciating  pain. 
He  was  in  fome  meafure  relieved  by  laying  the 
impofthumes  open.  But  another  more  into¬ 
lerable  diftrefs  fucceeded.  The  matter  of  his 
fores  was  of  the  raoft  purulent  and  naufeous 
nature,  and  fwarms  of  lice  were  engendered  in 
it,  from  which  no  application,  and  no  care  or 
pains,  could  deliver  him.  In  this  dreadful  con¬ 
dition,  he  lay  in  a  fupine  pofture,  for  more  than 
fifty  days ;  during  which  time  he  exhibited  a 
ftriking  difplay  of  patience,  firmnefs  of  mind, 
and  refignation  to  his  fate.  He  gave  proof  of 
the  fincerity  of  his  religious  profeffion,  by  prac- 
tifing,  with  great  zeal  and  afliduity,  thofe  fuper- 
ftitious  obfervances,  which  the  church  of  Rome 
prefcribes,  as  the  means  of  procuring  accept¬ 
ance  with  the  Deity.  He  feemed  inclined  like- 
wife  to  make  atonement  for  fome  feverities 
which  he  had  exercifed,  and  ordered  feveral 
prifoners  to  be  releafed,  and  their  efie&s  re- 
ftored  °. 

About  two  days  before  his  death,  having 
fent  for  his  fon,  and  his  daughter  Ifabella,  he 
difcourfed  to  them  of  the  vanity  of  human 
greatnefs,  delivered  many  falutary  counfels  for 

°  Among  thefe  was  the  wife  of  Antonio  Perez. 
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the  adminiftration  of  their  dominions,  and  ex¬ 
horted  them  with  much  earneftnefs,  to  culti¬ 
vate  and  maintain  the  Catholic  faith.  When 
they  had  left  him,  he  gave  diredions  for  his 
funeral ;  and  ordered  his  coffin  to  be  brought 
into  his  chamber,  and  placed  within  his  view  j 
foon  after  which  his  fpeech  failed,  and  he  ex¬ 
pired  on  the  thirteenth  of  September,  in  the 
feventy-fecond  year  of  his  age,  and  the  forty-third 
of  his  reign  p. 

No  charader  was  ever  drawn  by  different 
hiftorians  in  more  oppofite  colours  than  that  of 
Philip ;  and  yet,  confidering  the  length  and 
activity  of  his  reign,  there  is  none  which  it 
fhould  feem  would  be  more  eafy  to  afeer- 
tain.  From  the  fads  recorded  in  the  preced¬ 
ing  hiftory,  we  cannot  doubt  that  he  poffeffed, 
in  an  eminent  degree,  penetration,  vigilance, 
and  a  capacity  for  government.  His  eyes  were 
continually  open  upon  every  part  of  his  exten- 
five  dominions.  He  entered  into  every  branch 
of  adminillration  ;  watched  over  the  condud 
of  his  minifters  with  unwearied  attention ;  and 
in  his  choice  both  of  them  and  of  his  generals, 
difeovered  a  conhderable  fhare  of  fagacity.  He 
had  at  all  times  a  compofed  and  fettled  coun¬ 
tenance,  and  never  appeared  to  be  either  elated 

p  Miniana,  lib.  x.  cap.  xiv.  Thuanus,  lib.  cxx.  feft.  xiv. 
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or  depreffed.  His  temper  was  the  mod  impe-  book 

nous,  and  his  looks  and  demeanour  were  haugh-  v, _ 

ty  and  fevere;  yet  among  his  Spanifh  fubjeds,  I59s- 
he,  was  of  eafy  accefs ;  liftened  patiently  to  their 
reprefentations  and  complaints  ;  and,  where  his 
ambition  and  bigotry  did  not  interfere,  was 
generally  willing  to  redrefs  their  grievances. 

When  we  have  faid  thus  much  in  his  praife,  we 
have  faid  all  that  judice  requires,  or  truth  per¬ 
mits.  It  is  indeed  impoffible  to  fuppofe  that 
he  was  infincere  in  his  zeal  for  religion.  But 
as  his  religion  was  of  the  mod  corrupt  kind,  it 
ferved  to  increafe  the  natural  depravity  of  his 
cfifpofition ;  and  not  only  allowed,  but  even 
prompted  him  to  commit  the  mod  odious  and 
fhocking  crimes.  Although  a  prince  in  the 
bigoted  age  of  Philip  might  be  perfuaded 
that  the  intered  of  religion  would  be  advanced 
by  falfehood  and  perfecution  ;  yet  it  might  be 
expeded,  that,  in  a  virtuous  prince,  the  fen- 
timents  of  honour  and  humanity  would,  on 
fome  occafions,-  triumph  over  the  didates  of 
fuperdition  :  but  of  this  triumph,  there  occurs 
not  a  Angle  indance  in  the  reign  of  Philip ; 
who,  without  hefitation,  violated  his  mod  fa- 
cred  obligations  as  often  as  religion  afforded 
him  a  pretence ;  and  under  that  pretence  exer- 
cifed  for  many  years  the  mod  unrelenting 
cruelty,  without  reluctance  or  remorfe.  His 
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ambition,  which  was  exorbitant ;  his  refent- 
ment,  which  was  inplacable ;  his  arbitrary 
temper,  which  would  fubmit  to  no  controul ; 
concurred  with  his  bigoted  zeal  for  the  Catho¬ 
lic  religion,  and  carried  the  fanguinary  fpirit, 
which  that  religion  was  calculated  to  infpire, 
to  a  greater  height  in  Philip,  than  it  ever  at¬ 
tained  in  any  other  prince  of  that,  or  of  any 
former  or  fucceeding  age. 

Some  hiftorians  have  diftinguilhed  this  prince 
by  the  title  of  Philip  the  Prudent q,  and  have 
reprefented  him  as  the  wifeft,  as  well  as  the 
mod  religious  prince,  that  ever  filled  the  Spa- 
niih  throne.  But  it  is  queltionable,  whether 
he  be  entitled  to  praife  on  account  of  his 
prudence,  any  more  than  on  account  of  his 
religion.  In  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  he 
difcovered  great  caution  in  his  military  enter- 
prifes ;  and,  on  fome  occafions,  made  even 
greater  preparations  than  were  neceflary  to  in- 
fure  fuccefs.  But  his  ambition,  his  refent- 
ment,  and  his  abhorrence  of  the  Proteftants 
were  too  violent  to  fuffer  him  to  aft  con¬ 
formably  to  the  dictates  of  found  policy  and 
prudence.  He  might  have  prevented  the  re¬ 
volt  of  his  Dutch  and  Flemilh  fubjefts,  if. 
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after  the  reformation  in  the  Netherlands  was 
fuppreifed  by  the  duchefs  of  Parma,  he  had 
left  the  reins  of  government  in  the  hands  of 
that  wife  princefs,  and  had  not  fent  fo  odious 
a  tyrant  as  the  duke  of  Alva  to  enflave  them. 
He  might,  after  the  defeat  of  the  prince  of 
Orange,  have  rivetted  the  chains  of  flaverv 
about  their  necks,  and  gradually  accuftom- 
ed  them  to  the  yoke ;  if, .  by  engaging  in  too 
many  expenfive  enterprifes,  he  had  not  ex- 
haufted  his  exchequer,  and  made  it  in  fome 
meafure  necelfary  for  Alva  to  impofe  the  taxes 
of  the  tenth  and  twentieth  pennies,  for  the 
maintenance  of  his  troops.  He  might,  through 
the  great  abilities  of  the  duke  of  Parma,  have 
again  reduced  the  revolted  provinces  to  obe¬ 
dience,  if  he  had  not  conceived  the  wild  am¬ 
bition  of  fubduing  England  and  acquiring 
the  fovereignty  of  France.  His  armies,  in  the 
latter  part  of  his  reign,  were  never  fufficiently 
numerous  to  execute  the  various  enterprifes 
which  he  undertook ;  yet  they  were  much 
more  numerous  than  he  was  able  to  fupport. 
Few  years  paifed  in  which  they  did  not  mu¬ 
tiny  for  want  of  pay.  And  Philip  fulfered 
greater  prejudice  from  the  diforders  and  de- 
vaftation  which  his  own  troops  committed, 
than  he  received  from  the  arms  of  his  enemies. 
Againft  his  attempts  on  England  and  France, 
his.  wifeft  counfellors  remonftrated  in  the 
Vol.  III.  Z  ftrongefl 
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Itrongeft  terms.  And  prudence  certainly  re¬ 
quired  that,  previoully  to  any  attack  upon  the 
dominions  of  others,  he  fhould  have  fecured 
poffeffion  of  his  own.  Yet  fo  great  was  his 
illufion,  that  rather  than  delay  the  execution 
of  thofe  fchemes  which  his  refentment  and 
ambition  had  fuggefled,  he  chofe  to  run  the 
rifk  of  lofing  the  fruits  of  all  the  victories 
which  the  duke  of  Parma  had  obtained  ;  and 
having  left  defencelefs  the  provinces  which 
had  lubmitted  to  his  authority,  he  thereby  af¬ 
forded  an  opportunity  to  the  revolted  provinces, 
of  eftablifhing  their  power,  on  fo  firm  a  found¬ 
ation,  as  could  not  be  fhaken  by  the  whole 
ftrength  of  the  Spanifh  monarchy,  exerted  againfl 
it  for  more  than  fifty  years s. 


*  By  his  firft  wife,  Mary  of  Portugal,  Philip  had  no  other 
iffue  but  Don  Carlos  ;  and  by  his  fecond,  Mary  of  England, 
he  had  none.  Jfabella,  daughter  of  Henry  II.  of  France, 
bore  him  two  daughters,  lfabella  Clara-Eugenia,  and  Ca¬ 
therine  ;  the  former  of  whom  was  married  to  the  archduke 
Albert  ;  and  the  latter  to  Emanuel  Philibert,  duke  of  Sa¬ 
voy.  His  fourth  wife,  Anne  of  Auftria,  daughter  of  the 
emperor  Ferdinand,  and  of  Philip’s  own  filter  Mary,  brought 
him  three  fons  and  one  daughter,  who  all  died  young,  ex¬ 
cept  Philip,  who  fucceeded  him. 

If  the  reader  incline  to  enter  more  particularly  into  the 
private  life  and  character  of  Philip,  than  has  been  thought 
proper  in  the  general  hillory  of  his  reign,  he  will  meet  with 
feveral  interefting  anecdotes,  in  the  prince  of  Orange’s  Apo- 
iogy,  of  which  an  abltradtis  fubjoined. 
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''HE  prince  of  Orange  begins  his  Apology, 


which  is  addreffed  to  the  confederated 
States,  with  obferving,  that  being  confcious  of 
having  devoted  his  life  and  fortune  to  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  Netherlands,  it  afforded  him  great 
joy  to  reflect  upon  the  teftimony  given  to  his 
fidelity  and  zeal,  in  that  barbarous  Profcription 
which  had  been  publifhed  againfl  him  by  the 
king  of  Spain.  <c  I  have  reafon  likewife,” 
continued  he,  “  to  rejoice  at  the  opportunity 
which  is  thus  prefented  to  me,  to  vindicate  my 
conduct  from  thofe  malignant  imputations, 
which  have  been  caff  upon  it  by  certain  ig¬ 
noble  hirelings  ;  and  which  are  repeated  and 
fet  forth  in  the  blacked  colours  in  this  Pro¬ 
fcription.  For  I  am  not  accufed  at  this  time 
by  any  of  thofe  obfcure  libellers,  to  w;hom  I 
have  ever  thought  it  beneath  my  dignity  to 
reply ;  but  by  a  great  and  powerful  prince, 
who  intends,  through  my  Tides,  to  w^ound,  and 
if  poffible  to  deflroy,  the  confederacy.  I  can 
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with  confidence  appeal  to  you,  who  are  well 
acquainted  with  my  pad  life,  whether  it  has 
ever  been  my  practice,  either  to  praife  myfelf 
or  to  cenfure  others.  And  I  mull  likewife  ap¬ 
peal  to  you  and  to  the  world,  whether  now, 
when  I  am  accufed  of  ingratitude,  infidelity, 
and  hypocrify,  compared  to  a  Judas  and  a  Cain, 
called  a  rebel,  a  traitor,  a  dilturber  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  peace,  and  an  enemy  to  mankind ;  and 
when  both  pecuniary  and  honorary  rewards  are 
promifed  to  thofe  who  Avail  flay  or  murder  me; 
whether  after  this  the  duty  which  I  owe  to 
myfelf,  and  to  you  who  have  repofed  in  me 
fuch  unlimited  confidence,  does  not  call  upon 
me  to  fay  what  I  can  confidently  with  truth,  to 
prove  the  malice  and  falfehood  of  my  accufer  ? 
If  you  know  his  reprefentation  of  my  conduct  to 
be  jud,  you  will  fhut  your  ears  againd  the  de¬ 
fence  which  I  am  about  to  offer  ;  but  if  you 
have  known  me  from  my  youth  to  be  more 
faithful,  and  chade,  and  virtuous,  than  the  Au¬ 
thor  of  this  infamous  Profcription,  I  {hall  ex¬ 
pert  that  you  will  attend  favourably  to  what  I 
fliall  advance,  and  deliver  judgment  in  vindi- 
1  cation  of  my  integrity  and  innocence. 

“  The  fird  crime  of  which  I  am  accufed  in 
this  Profcription,  is  ingratitude ;  and  a  recital 
is  made  of  favours  bedowed  on  me  by  the'  king 
himfelf,  and  the  emperor  his  father ;  to  the 

latter 
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latter  of  whom,  it  is  faid,  I  owed  my  fucceffion  append. 
to  the  late  prince  of  Orange ;  and  to  the  for- 
mer  my  having  been  admitted  into  the  order 
of  the  Golden  Fleece,  and  appointed  a  coun- 
fellor  of  ftate,  and  governor  of  the  provinces 
of  Holland,  Zealand,  Utrecht,  and  Burgundy. 

<e  No  man  refpe&s  more  than  I  do  the  me¬ 
mory  of  the  emperor,  and  I  refledl  with  much 
fatisfa&ion  on  the  many  proofs  of  attachment 
which  I  received  from  him.  But  the  neceffity 
which  I  am  laid  under  to  vindicate  my  cha¬ 
racter,  obliges  me  to  obferve,  that  of  the  fort 
of  favours  which  are  objected  to  me,  I  never 
received  any  from  the  emperor,  but  on  the  con¬ 
trary  fuffered  great  lofs  and  prejudice  in  his 
fervice.  With  refpeCt  to  my  fucceffion  to  the 
inheritance  bequeathed  to  me  by  my  coufin, 
the  late  prince  of  Orange,  it  is  impoffible  to 
conceive  any  ground  for  alleging  that  I  was  at 
all  indebted  for  it  to  the  emperor.  My  right 
to  that  inheritance  was  indifputable ;  nor  war. 
there  ever  any  prince  or  private  perfon,  who 
pretended  to  call  in  queflion  its  validity. 

Would  not  the  emperor  have  been  juftly  ac- 
cufed  of  tyranny  and  injuftice,  if  he  had  pre¬ 
vented  me  from  enjoying  it  ?  And  does  my 
accufer  reckon  it  an  inftance  of  goodnefs  in  a 
prince,  merely  not  to  defraud  and  opprefs  his 
faithful  JubjeCts  ? 
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append.  cc  All  Europe  knows  what  important  fer- 
vices  the  emperor  received  from  the  prince  my 
kinfman  ;  who  commanded  his  armies,  extend¬ 
ed  his  dominions,  and  died  at  his  feet.  Had 
the  emperor  employed  his  power  to  difappoint 
the  laft  will  of  one  who  had  ferved  him  with  fo 
much  fidelity  and  fuccefs,  would  he  not  have 
involved  his  name  in  perpetual  infamy  ?  Be- 
fides,  that  even  although  he  had  inclined  to 
aft  a  part  fo  unworthy  of  his  charafter,  yet  of 
the  mod  valuable  part  of  that  inheritance  he 
could  not  have  deprived  me,  as  it  lies  within 
the  territory  of  the  king  of  France,  on  whom 
alone  I  depend  for  the  fecure  poffeflion  of  ir. 
But  even  allowing  that  what  is  faid  of  my  ob¬ 
ligations  to  the  emperor  were  true,  yet  the  king 
of  Spain  is  furely  not  entitled  to  reproach  me 
with  it ;  who,  in  contempt  of  all  law  and  juf- 
tice,  has,  to  the  utmofl  of  his  power,  endea¬ 
voured  to  deprive  me  of  the  inheritance  in 
queftion,  and  rendered  ineffectual  that  ldnd- 
nefs  of  the  emperor,  for  my  unmindfulnefs  of 
which  he  accufes  me  of  ingratitude, 

e<  Gratitude,  in  the  opinion  of  this  prince, 
ought  not  to  be  confined  to  the  perfon  by  whom 
favours  have  been  beftowed,  but  ought  to  ex¬ 
tend  likewife  to  his  defcendants :  and  it  is  be- 
caufe  I  have  oppofed  the  fon,  whofe  father  was 
my  benefaftor,  that  I  am  deemed  ungrateful’. 
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Let  him  apply  this  golden  rule  to  his  own  con-  append. 
du£t,  as  he  has  applied  it  to  mine  ;  and  he  will 
then  perceive  which  of  us  is  guilty  of  ingrati¬ 
tude.  Maximilian  was  the  firft  of  the  family  ■ 
of  Auflria  who  came  into  the  Netherlands. 

And  no  perfon  acquainted  with  hiflory  is  igno¬ 
rant  of  the  important  obligations  which  that 
emperor  received  from  my  kinfman  count  Egel- 
bert  of  Naffau  ;  by  whom  he  was  powerfully 
fupported  againft  Lewis  the  eleventh  of  France  ; 
by  whom  the  people  who  had  rebelled  againft 
him  were  fubdued ;  and  by  whom  likewife  he 
recovered  his  liberty,  of  which  the  jealoufy 
of  the  Flemings  had  deprived  him.  Need  I 
mention  what  every  body  knows,  of  the  fervice 
performed  to  the  late  emperor  Charles,  by  count 
Henry  Naffau  my  uncle,  who  was  in  reality  the 
perfon  that  prevailed  with  the  electors  to  con¬ 
fer  upon  him  the  Imperial  crown  ?  Was  it  not 
by  the  bravery  of  Rene,  prince  of  Orange,  that 
the  emperor  fubdued  the  duchy  of  Guelder- 
land ;  and  by  that  of  Philibert,  that  he  gained 
poffeffion  of  Lombardy  and  Naples,  and  the 
perfon  of  the  pope,  and  the  city  and  flate  of 
Rome  ?  And  will  his  fon  pretend  to  reproach 
the  memory  of  thefe  great  men,  by  boafting  of 
his  father’s  kindnefs,  in  fuffering  juflice  to  be 
done  to  their  kinfman  ?  Am  I  not  authorifed, 
from  the  few  fatts  which  I  have  mentioned,  to 
affert,  that  had  it  not  been  for  the  houfes  of 

Orange 
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Orange  and  Naffau,  which  I  have  the  honour  to 
reprefen  t,  my  defamer  could  not  have  put  fo 
many  pompous  titles,  as  are  inferted  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  his  Profcription  ? 

“  By  what  I  have  faid,  I  would  not  be  un¬ 
derflood  to  difclaim  every  kind  of  obligation 
to  the  emperor.  I  fhall  for  ever  retain  a  grate¬ 
ful  remembrance  of  the  honour  which  he  did 
me,  when,  after  having  taken  upon  himfelf  the 
infpe&ion  of  my  education,  and  kept  me  nine 
years  about  his  perfon,  he  gave  me  the  import¬ 
ant  charge  of  all  his  ordnance  in  the  Nether¬ 
lands  :  and  in  my  abfence,  without  any  appli¬ 
cation  made  in  my  behalf,  in  contradiction  to 
the  reprefentations  of  his  courtiers,  and  in  pre¬ 
ference  to  many  officers  of  great  experience, 
appointed  me  commander  in  chief  of  his  army, 
at  the  age  of  twenty-one.  I  reflect  with  gra¬ 
titude  on  that  te/limony  of  regard,  with  which 
he  honoured  me  at  the  time  of  his  refignation, 
when  having  fent  for  me  from  the  camp,  he 
gave  me  a  public  proof  of  his  affedtion,  by 
placing  me  next  him,  and  leaning  upon  me,  to 
fupport  him  under  the  fatigue  of  that  folem- 
nity.  I  know  likewife,  that  he  meant  to  give 
me  a  further  proof  of  his  regard,  when  he  im- 
pofed  upon  me  the  irkfome  talk  of  carrying  the 
Imperial  crown  to  his  brother  Ferdinand.  But 
will  my  enemies  pretend  to  aflert,  either  that 
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I  Ihewed  myfelf  unworthy  of  thefe  honours,  or  append. 
that  my  filtered  and  fortune  were  promoted  by  I5So> 
them  ?  Did-  the  troops,  when  I  commanded 
them,  fuffer  any  repulfe  or  damage  ?  On  the 
contrary,  although  the  plague  raged  among 
them,  and  I  had  two  of  the  abled  generals  of 
the  age,  the  duke  de  Nevers  and  the  admiral 
Coligny,  for  my  opponents  ;  I  kept  them  at 
bay,  and  fortified  the  towms  of  Charlemont  and 
Philipville,  in  fpite  of  their  mod  vigorous  en¬ 
deavours  to  prevent  me.  While  the  fervices 
which  I  performed  ccrrefponded  to  the  trud 
repoled  in  me,  I  can  affirm  with  truth,  that 
honour  was  the  only  acquifition  which  I  de¬ 
rived  from  the  favour  that  was  fhewn  me. 

From  the  chamber  oi  accounts  it  will  appear, 
that  I  never  received  any  pecuniary  recompence 
for  my  fervices.  I  am  able  to  prove  by  the 
mod  incontedible  evidence,  that  my  unavoid¬ 
able  expence  as  general,  added  to  the  expence 
of  my  embalfy  into  Germany,  and  that  which 
I  incurred,  when  the  King  required  me  to  re¬ 
ceive  and  entertain  the  numerous  foreign  no¬ 
bility,  who  crowded  to  congratulate  him  on  his 
acceffion,  amounted  to  no  lefs  than  one  million 
five  hundred  thoufand  florins.  And  to  indemnify 
me  for  this  expence,  what  return  did  I  re¬ 
ceive  from  the  King,  who  now  accufes  me  of 
ingratitude  ?  Having,  with  the  emperor’s  con- 
fent,  begun  to  aff&it  my  claim  to  the  lordfhip 

-'-•i  Of 


347 


APPENDIX. 


append,  of  Chatel  Beilin,  before  the  fupreme  court  of 
'^TsBoT^  juftice  at  Mechlin  ;  when  the  counfellors  had 
regiftered  their  opinion,  and  on  the  day  when 
they  were  to  have  pronounced  fentence  in  my 
favour,  this  King,  who  had  juft  fworn  to  go¬ 
vern  us  according  to  the  laws,  did,  in  violation 
of  thefe  laws,  interpofe  his  arbitrary  power,  and 
forbid  the  judges  to  proceed  ;  nor  fince  that 
time,  have  they  been  ever  permitted  to  do  me 
juft  ice. 

“  When  what  I  have  faid  lhall  be  conftdered, 
the  governments  which  were  bellowed  on  me 
will  not  appear  to  be  more  than  was  due  for 
the  fervices  which  I  have  performed  ;  nor  more 
than  an  adequate  compenfation  for  that  extra¬ 
ordinary  experice,  which  thefe  fervices  had  coll 
me.  Had  the  King  allowed  me  to  remain  in 
poffeftion  of  thefe  governments,  he  might  have 
had  fome  reafon  for  reproaching  me ;  although 
it  was  not  in  reality  to  him  I  was  indebted  for 
them,  but  to  the  emperor,  by  whom  it  was  de¬ 
termined  they  Ihould  be  conferred  upon  me, 
before  his  departure  from  the  Netherlands. 
But  fince  my  accufer  has  laboured  to  expel  me 
from  them  j  fmce  he  has,  to  the  utmoft  of  his 
power,  deprived  me  of  my  poiTeflions,  befides 
carrying  off  my  fon  to  Spain,  in  contempt  of 
the  privileges  of  this  country,  which  he  had 
fworn  to  preferve  inviolate,  becaufe  I  would 

not 
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not  lend  myfelf  a  willing  inftrument  of  his  op-  append. 
preflion  ;  after  this,  1  fay,  is  he  entitled  to  accufe  ,s8o> 
me  of  ingratitude  ? 

tc  Nor  is  there  any  better  ground  for  his 
accufation,  that  I  have  violated  the  allegiance, 
which  I  owed  him  as  my  fovereign.  Though 
I  have  rejefted  his  authority,  yet  I  have  done 
nothing  more  than  was  done  by  his  anceftor, 

Albert  duke  of  Auftria,  the  founder  of  his  fa¬ 
mily,  againft  my  anceftor,  the  emperor  Adol¬ 
phus  of  Naflau.  And  befides  this,  I  fhould 
gladly  know  by  what  title  my  accufer  poffefles 
his  Caftilian  dominions  ?  Did  not  his  prede- 
ceflor  Henry  of  Caftile,  a  baftard,  rife  in  re¬ 
bellion  againft  his  brother  Pedro,  his  lawful 
fovereign,  whom  he  killed  with  his  own  hand  ? 

And  is  not  Philip  the  lineal  heir  of  that  ufurper  ? 

It  may  be  faid,  that  Pedro  was  a  tyrant,  and 
therefore  juftly  dethroned  and  flain.  And  may 
not  the  fame  plea  be  offered  in  excufe  for  the 
part  which  I  have  afted  ?  May  it  not  be  faid 
with  truth  of  Philip,  that  his  conduct  has  been 
that  of  a  cruel  tyrant  ;  and  that  the  cruelties 
exercifed  by  Pedro,  were  much  lefs  (hock¬ 
ing  and  horrible,  than  thofe  which  have  been 
perpetrated  by  the  duke  of  Alva  and  his  aflo- 
ciates  ?  1  muff;  farther  obferve,  that  as  king  of 
Spain,  I  owe  him  no  fubmiflion,  but  only  as 
duke  of  Brabant.  And  as  he  is  duke  of  that 
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appexix  province,  I,  by  reafon  of  the  baronies  which  I 
isSoT”"  there,  am  one  of  the  principal  members 

of  it.  But  he  has  forgotten  the  conditions  oil 
which  he  received  this  dukedom.  He  has  for¬ 
gotten  the  folemn  oath  which  he  took  to  pre- 
ferve  our  privileges;  and  that  it  is  an  exprefs 
article  of  the  compact  betwixt  us,  that  if  he 
fail  in  his  engagements,  our  obligation  to  obey 
him  as  our  fovereign  {hall  ceafe.  All  Europe 
has  witneffed  his  open  contempt  of  thefe  en¬ 
gagements.  All  Europe  will  bear  me  witnefs, 
when  I  fay,  that  not  a  fmgle  privilege  only, 
but  every  privilege  of  which  we  boafted,  and 
which  he  had  fworn  to  maintain,  has  been  vio¬ 
lated;  and  not  in  a  fmgle  inftance  only,  but  in 
a  thoufand  inftances.  In  my  own  perfon,  as  I 
have  already  hinted,  I  have  had  ample  expe¬ 
rience  of  his  lawlefs  tyranny  :  my  fon,  at  an 
age  when  he  was  incapable  of  offending  him, 
has  been  torn  from  me.  All  my  eflates  and 
goods  have  been  confifcatea ;  and  I  myfelf  de¬ 
clared  a  traitor  and  rebel,  without  any  of  thofe 
forms  of  trial  which  the  laws  require  :  and  by 
whom  ?  By  men  of  the  loweft  clafs  veffed  with 
his  authority,  by  pettifoggers,  and  others  too 
mean  to  be  employed  as  pages,  by  one  who 
holds  the  rank,  which  1  have  long  held  in  the 
Netherlands.  I  do  not  deny,  that  at  his  accef- 
fion  I  took  the  cuftomary  oath  of  allegiance  ; 
but  the  tie  on  me  to  yield  obedience,  and  that 
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on  him  to  afford  protection,  were  mutual;  and  append. 
it  is  a  diClate  of  common  fenfe,  that  in  obliga- 
tions  of  this  fort,  the  failure  of  either  party  fets 
the  other  free  from  his  engagements. 

*  \ 

<e  But  even  if  I  had  not  received  any  per- 
fonal  injury,  I  Ihould  have  thought  myfelf  in- 
difpenfably  obliged  to  cppofe  the  tyrannical 
meafures  which  were  purfued.  For  it  is  not 
the  prince  only  who  fwears  to  maintain  the 
fundamental  laws.  The  fame  oath  is  required 
of  the  nobles,  and  of  all  who  are  admitted  into 
public  employments.  By  this  oath  I  was 
llriCtly  bound  to  do  every  thing  in  my  power 
to  refcue  my  fel.low-citizens  from  the  oppref- 
lions  under  which  they  groaned,  and,  had  I 
not  done  what  my  enemy  complains  of,  I  fhould 
have  been  juftly  chargeable  with  the  crime,  of 
which  all  the  world  knows  that  he  has  been 
guilty,  a  breach  of  the  moil  facred  and  folemn 
obligation. 


“  To  this  imputation,  I  know  that  his  par- 
tifans  are  ready  to  reply,  that  although  he  fwore 
at  his  acceffion  to  maintain  our  privileges,  yet 
the  pope  had  granted  him  a  difpenfation  from 
his  oath.  I  leave  it  to  divines  and  others,  bet¬ 
ter  acquainted  than  I  am  with  religious  con- 
troverfies,  to  determine,  whether  this  arrogance 
of  the  pope,  in  alfuming  power  to  fet  men  free 
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append,  from  the  obligation  of  an  oath,  be  not  an  im- 
pious  encroachment  on  the  prerogative  of 
Heaven,  and  I  leave  it  to  them  to  determine, 
whether  this  pretenfion  is  not  deftrudtive  of 
faith  among  men,  and  fubverfive  of  fociety.  I 
fpeak  not  therefore  of  the  lawfulnefs  of  Philip’s 
conduct,  after  having  obtained  this  boafted  dif- 
penfation,  but  of  his  folly  in  applying  for  it. 
The  tie  between  him  and  his  fubjects  was  {briefly 
mutual ;  and  by  procuring  a  difpenfation  for 
himfelf,  he  at  the  fame  time  fet  me,  and  all 
his  other  fubjects,  free  from  the  engagements 
which  we  came  under  to  yield  him  obedience. 
It  is  childiih  and  trifling  to  fay,  that  by  means 
of  the  difpenfation  he  is  free,  but  that,  we  who 
have  not  been  difpenfed  with,  are  {bill  as  much 
bound  as  ever.  For  from  the  moment  that  he 
confiders  himfelf  as  difengaged  (by  what  means 
foever  his  obligation  was  aiffolved),  the  condi¬ 
tion  on  which  we  promifed  obedience  being 
removed,  it  muft  be  abfurd  to  reproach  us  with 
infidelity. 

I  come  now  to  that  part  of  the  Profcrip- 
tion,  in  which  I  am  accufed  of  having  been  the 
author  of  all  the  difturbances  that  have  hap¬ 
pened.  With  fuch  of  you  as  are  old  enough 
to  remember  the  rife  of  thefe  difturbances, 
there  will  be  no  need  to  defend  myfelf  againft 
fo  groundlefs  an  imputation ;  but  for  the  fake 
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of  thofe  who  were  too  young  at  that  time  to 
form  a  judgment  of  what  they  faw,  it  is  neceffary 

I  Ihould  give  fome  account  of  thofe  tranfaclions, 
which  are  fo  grofsly  mifreprefented  in  this  in¬ 
famous  profcription. 

APPHND.  v 

*5toi 

(i  No  perfon  acquainted  with  the  condudt 
of  my  accufer  in  his  other  dominions,  or  with 
the  cruelties  exercifed  in  Granada,  Mexico, 
and  Peru,  will  be  at  a  lofs  to  account  for  the 
calamities  with  which  the  people  of  the  Low- 
Countries  have  been  overwhelmed.  In  the 
very  beginning  of  his  reign,  his  defpotic  tem¬ 
per  was  confpicuous.  The  emperor  his  father 
faw  it  with  deep  concern,  and  when  the  count 
de  Boffut,  and  1,  and  feveral  others  were  pre- 
fent,  he  exhorted  him  to  treat  his  Flemilh  fub- 
jedts  with  greater  moderation ;  and  foretold, 
that  if  the  pride  and  arrogance  of  his  Spanilh 
counfellors  were  not  reflrained,  the  people  of 
the  Netherlands  would  ere  long  be  excited  to 
revolt.  But  this  wholefome  counfel  had  not 
the  effedt  which  the  Emperor  intended.  His 
fon  dill  confulted  only  with  Spaniards ;  he  dill 
fodered  as  much  as  ever  his  paflion  for  arbi¬ 
trary  power :  and  refolved,  in  contradidtion  to 
his  intered,  if  rightly  underdood,  as  well  as  to 
his  oath,  to  ^overturn  our  conditution.  The 
condition  annexed  to  your  grant  of  the  nine 
years’  fupply,  that  the  money  fhould  be  difpofed 
Vol.  III.  A  a  of 
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of  by  your  own  commiflioners,  excited  in  him, 
and  in  his  counfellors,  the  moft  inveterate  re- 
fentment.  I  have  been  prefent  when  thefe 
counfellors,  who  knew  well  their  mailer’s  fenti- 
ments,  advifed  him  to  the  purfuit  of  measures, 
by  which  you  were  all  to  have  been  adjudged 
to  death.  But  it  was  by  accident  I  came  to 
know  that  thefe  bloody  counfels  had  been 
adopted.  From  the  French  King’s  own  mouth, 
when  I  refided  at  his  court  as  an  holtage,  I 
learnt  that  a  plan  had  been  concerted  with  the 
duke  of  Alva,  to  extirpate  from  France  and 
the  Netherlands  all  who  were  fufpected  of  being 
favourably  inclined  to  the  reformed  religion. 
I  concealed  from  the  French  monarch  my  ig¬ 
norance  of  the  delign ;  and  the  indignation 
which  it  excited  in  me.  By  the  interceflion  of 
the  duchefs  of  Savoy,  I  obtained  leave  to  return 
into  the  Netherlands,  where  (I  deny  it  not,  on 
the  contrary,  I  glory  in  it)  I  promoted  with  all 
my  influence  that  earnefl  requell,  which  the  States 
preferred  to  the  King  for  the  removal  of  the 
Spanifh  troops. 


“  I  acknowledge,  that  amidfl  the  num- 
berlefs  falfehcods  with  which  this  profcripticn 
is  filled,  there  is  truth  in  another  part  of  the 
charge  which  is  laid  againft  me.  I  acknow¬ 
ledge,  that  after  having  remonllrated  in  vain 
to  the  duchefs  of  Farma,  againft  the  cruel  and 
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arbitrary  meafures  that  were  purfued ;  being  append. 
prompted  by  my  dread  of  a  civil  war,  by  my  iS8o. 
concern  for  the  calamities  of  the  people,  and 
by  a  fenfe  of  duty  arifing  from  the  oath  which 
I  had  fworn  to  maintain  their  rights,  I  called 
together  the  principal  nobility,  and  attempted  to 
open  their  eyes  to  the  impending  danger. 

“  I  acknowledge  likewife,  that  I  approved 
of  the  fupplication,  which  was  prefented  by  the 
nobility,  againft  the  placarts  and  executions.  I 
am  far  from  being  either  alhamed,  or  ferry,  for  the 
counfel  which  I  gave.  That  fupplication  was 
not  only  the  mod  moderate  meafure  that  could 
have  been  devifed,  but  u'as  ftridtly  conformable 
to  the  conllitution  and  pradlice  of  the  Nether¬ 
lands  ;  and  happy  had  it  been  for  the  King,  as 
well  as  for  the  people,  had  he  complied  with  the 
requeft  which  it  contained. 

-<c  With  refpedt  to  that  part  of  the  pro- 
feription,  in  which  my  accufer  reproaches  me, 
on  account  of  the  favours  which  I  have  fhewn 
to  the  Proteftants  ;  I  confefs,  that  before  1  em¬ 
braced  the  reformed  religion,  I  never  hated 
thofe  who  profelfed  it.  Nor  will  this  apoear 
furprifmg,  when  it  is  confidered  that  my  mind 
had  been  early  tinftured  with  its  principles, 
and  that  my  father,  who  had  eftablilhed  it  in 
his  dominions,  lived  and  died  in  the  profeflion 
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append,  of  it.  I  confefs,  that  even  while,  in  confer 
iiSo>  quence  of  my  education  at  the  emperor’s  court 
I  held  the  Catholic  perfuafion,  I  always  ab¬ 
horred  the  barbarities  which  were  exercifed  by 
the  Popifh  inquiiitors.  I  confefs,  that  at  the 
time  of  the  King’s  departure  from  Zealand, 
when  he  commanded  me  to  put  to  death  cer¬ 
tain  perfons  attached  to  the  Proteflant  faith,  I 
refufed  to  obey,  and  gave  thefe  perfons  private 
warning  of  the  danger  to  which  they  were  ex- 
pofed.  I  confefs,  that  in  the  council  of  State, 
I  made  all  the  oppofition  in  my  power  to  the 
perfecutions  that  were  propofed  ;  partly  from 
motives  of  compafiion  or  humanity,  partly  from 
my  conviction  of  the  abfurdity  of  punilhing 
men  for  opinions  which  they  could  not  change, 
when  they  did  not  difiurb  the  public  tranquil¬ 
lity  ;  and  partly  from  a  perfuafion,  that  the 
violent  remedies  employed  were  calculated  to 
difappoint  the  end  in  view.  But  while,  for 
thefe  reafons,  I  was  from  the  beginning  averfe 
to  perfection  ;  you  all  know  that  I  had  no 
concern,  either  in  the  introduction  of  the  re¬ 
formed  religion  into  the  Netherlands,  or  in  the 
rapid  progrefs  which  it  made  during  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  the  duchefs  of  Parma.  You 
know,  that  at  that  time  I  poflefled  not  the 
fmalleft  influence  with  thofe,  by  whom  it  was 
introduced  and  propagated  ;  and  you  likewife 
know,  that  with  regard  to  thofe  disorders,  into 
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which  the  Pro t’eft ants  fuffered  their  zeal  to  be-  append. 
tray  them,  fo  far  from  giving  them  my  conn-  "~’*'I7s^w 
tenanqe  or  approbation,  I  exerted  my  autho¬ 
rity  to  reftrain  them  ;  I  punifned  the  perpetra¬ 
tors  with  feverity,  and  have  been,  on  account  of 
the  rigour  which  I  exercifed,  by  many  among 
the  Proteftants,  moft  cruelly  calumniated  and 
defamed. 

ec  I  hope  to  be  excufed,  on  this  occafion,  for 
obferving  that  there  is  one  circumftance  in  the 
profcription,  that  gives  me  pleafure.  Not- 
withftanding  the  malice  and  rancour,  and  con¬ 
tempt  of  truth  which  my  accufer  has  difcovered, 
there  is  one  crime,  often  laid  to  the  charge  of 
the  governors  of  provinces,  of  which  he  has 
not  ventured  to  accufe  me  ;  I  mean  that  of 
avarice,  or  the  embezzlement  of  the  public 
money.  Of  this  defpicable  crime,  indeed,  I 
have  been  accufed  by  fome  unknown  perfons, 
in  certain  defamatory  writings  that  have  been 
circulated.  But  from  the  filence  obferved  on 
this  head  by  my  inveterate  enemy,  thefe  libel¬ 
lers  may  fee  the  folly,  as  well  as  falfehood,  of 
their  infinuations.  To  you  there  can  be  no  oc¬ 
cafion  to  vindicate  my  conduft.  I  give  thanks 
to  God,  that  I  learnt,  at  an  early  period,  of 
how  much  confequence  it  was  for  one  who  go¬ 
verns  a  free  people,  not  only  to  preferve  him- 
felf  untainted,  but  even  to  keep  himfelf  free 
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append,  from  the  fufpicion  of  corruption.  And  you 
j-g0>  know,  that  on  this  account  I  have  conftantly 
declined  talcing  any  charge  of  the  public  money  ; 
and  from  the  beginning  of  my  adminiftration, 
have  transferred  both  the  collection  and  diftri- 
bution  of  it  to  ethers. 

“  I  am  accufed  in  the  proscription,  of  hav* 
ing  pradifed  to  return  into  Holland,  by  un¬ 
dertaking  to  defend  the  people  from  the  tax  of 
the  tenth  penny,  which,  it  is  faid,  was  impofed 
upon  them  by  the  duke  of  Alva,  without  the 
King’s  confent ;  and  I  am  accufed  likewife  of 
having  perfecuted  and  expelled  the  Catholics. 
If,  by  pradifing,  my  accufer  means  that  1  So¬ 
licited  for  liberty  to  return,  there  is  as  little 
truth  in  this,  as  in  his  other  affertions.  I  my- 
felf  was  moft  earned ly  Solicited  ;  and  I  am 
ready  to  Ihew  letters  which  I  received,  not  only 
from  the  governors  of  towns,  but  from  the 
citizens,  ini  rearing  me  to  come  and  deliver 
them  from  the  tyranny  of  the  Spaniards.  And, 
in  complying  vrith  thefe  intreaties,  what  did  I 
do  that  my  duty  did  not  require  from  me  ?  I 
attempted  to  .deliver  from  flavery,  the  provinces 
which  had  been  committed  to  my  care ;  whofe 
liberties  I  had  fworn  to  maintain  ;  and  of  the 
right  to  govern  which  the  King  had  no  power, 
without  the  confent  of  the  States,  to  deprive 
me. 
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Ci  No  part  of  this  pioicription  gives  me  append. 
greater  furprife,  than  that  in  which  I  am  ac- 
cufed  of  perfecution.  It  is  impoflible  but  even 
the  Rotnanifts  themfelves  mu  ft  bear  witnefs  to 
the  falfehood  of  lo  injurious  an  imputation. 

No  perfon  in  the  Netherlands  can  be  ignorant, 
that  far  from  employing  rigour,  I  have  often 
argued  and  remonflrated  againft  it,  and  have 
promoted  lenity  in  the  treatment  of  the  Catho¬ 
lics  to  the  utmoft  of  my  power.  Of  this,  even 
my  accufer  himfeif  feems  to  make  an  indirect 
acknowledgment.  I  feigned,  he  fays,  that  the 
perfecution  of  the  Catholics  dtfpleafed  me.  But 
how  does  he  know  that  I  feigned  ?  Have  not 
my  actions  been  at  all  times  open  ?  Why  does 
he  not  judge  from  them  of  my  intention  ?  ' 

Never  had  one  perfon  lefs  ground  for  accufmg 
another  of  any  crime,  than  my  accufer  has  to 
caft  on  me  the  imputation  of  hypocrify.  Did 
I,  either  before,  or  at  the  time  when  he  con¬ 
ferred  thefe  obligations  upon  me,  for  which  he 
has  reproached  me  with  ingratitude  ;  did  I  ever 
offer  the  incenfe  of  flattery,  either  to  himfeif 
or  to  the  duchefs  pf  Parma,  or  his  tools  and 
confidents  in  the  council  ?  On  the  contrary, 
did  I  not  openly,  and  without  difguife,  con¬ 
demn  the  meafures  which  ,h.e  had  didtated,  and 
which  they  purfued  ?  Was  it  poflible  for  me 
to  fpeak  more  plainly  than  I  did,  or  to  give  a 
dearer  teflimony  of  my  averfion  to  his  deligns, 
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append,  than  by  defiling  him,  as  I  did  frequently,  tq 
z^0m  buffer  me  to  refign  my  governments,  becaufe 
it  was  not  in  my  power  to  yield  him  the  obe¬ 
dience  which  he  required  ?  Such  was  my  con¬ 
duct  before  my  departure  into  Germany;  and 
fince  that  time,  is  there  a  fingle  ftep  of  my 
conduct  that  will  admit  of  the  interpretation  of 
hypocrify  ?  Did  I  not  openly  folicit  aid  from 
the  German  princes  to  oppofe  him  ?  Have  I  not 
raifed  armies  againft  him;  taken  towns  which 
he  poffeffed  ;  repulfed  his  forces ;  and  expelled 
him  utterly  from  at  leaf:  two  of  the  provinces 
over  which  he  tyrannized  ?  Is  there  any  thing  in 
this  that  can  be  termed  hypocrify. 

‘ •  But  my  accufer  will  not  find  it  fo  eafy  to 
vindicate  his  own  conduct  from  this  odious  imT 
putation.  Read  my  defence  which  I  publifhed 
fome  years  ago  ;  and  you  will  perceive  to  which 
of  us  belongs  the  appellation  of  hypocrite  and 
deceiver.  In  that  defence  there  are  copies  of 
letters  which  I  received  from  him,  filled  with 
profeffions  of  friendlhip  and  regard,  at  the  very 
time  when,  as  appears  from  the  fequel,  he  had 
doomed  me  to  deltrudion. 

<c  But  why  Ihould  I  exped  to  be  dealt  with 
equitably,  by  one  whofe  confidence  allows  him 
to  affirm,  that  his  minifter  the  duke  of  Alva 
impofed  the  tax  of  the  tenth  penny,  and  urged 
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the  levying  of  it  with  fuch  inflexible  obfti- 
nacy,  without  his  authority  or  confent  ?  Is  it 
credible  that  one  who  knew  this  King’s  temper 
fo  well  as  Alva,  and  who  had  ever  {hewn  the 
greateft  folicitude  to  pleafe  him,  would  have 
prefumed,  by  a  meafyre  fo  tyrannical  and  un¬ 
precedented,  to  run  :he  rilk  of  kindling  a  civil 
war  ?  Or,  if  this  wary  Spaniard  was  in  reality 
fo  rafh  and  prefumptuous,  can  it  be  believed  by 
any  perfon  who  conflders  the  important  confe- 
quences  with  which  his  rafhnefs  and  prefumption 
were  attended,  that  the  King  would  not,  long 
ere  this  time,  have  difavowed  him,  and  made 
him  feel  the  weight  of  his  difpleafure  ?  Was  not 
Alva  punifhed  for  ordering  his  fon  to  marry  his 
coufin,  rather  than  another  woman,  whom  he 
had  debauched  under  a  promife  of  marriage  ? 
Was  not  this  old  fervant  banifhed  for  this  venial 
tranfgreffion,  from  his  mafter’s  prefence,  and 
thrown  into  prifon,  from  which  he  would  ne¬ 
ver  have  been  delivered,  if  one  better  quali¬ 
fied  to  tyrannize  over  the  Portuguefe  could  have 
been  found  in  Spain  ?  And  what  opinion  muff 
we  form  of  a  King,  who,  for  this  private  offence, 
could  punilh  an  ancient  friend  and  fervant  with 
fo  much  feverity ;  while,  notwithffanding  the 
crime  of  treafon,  the  moft  public  and  notori¬ 
ous,  and  productive  of  the  moft  dreadful  cala¬ 
mities  to  his  faithful  fubjects,  he  not  only  buf¬ 
fered  him  to  pafs  unpuniflied,  but  received  him 

with 


361 

APPEND. 

'  -  J 

1580. 


with  open  arms,  and  loaded  him  with  honours  ? 
-After  this,  will  he  dill  employ  the  language  of 
a  good  King,  and  boalt  of  his  -affe&ion  for  his 
people 

In  a  great  part  of  what  remains  of  this  i\po- 
logy,  the  prince  of  Orange  enters  into  a  detail 
of  the  tranfa&ions  recorded  in  the  preceding 
hiflory.  I  lhall  therefore  pafs  over  this,  and 
fet  before  the  reader  what  relates  to  the  re¬ 
proach,  which  Philip  calls  on  William’s  mar¬ 
riage  with  the  daughter  of  the  duke  de  Montpen- 
lier,  who  was  the  princefs  of  Orange  at  the  time 
of  pubiifning  the  profcription. 

i 

<c  My  accufer,”  continues  he,  “  is  not  fa- 
tisfied  with  faying  every  thing  that  can  blacken 
my  character,  and  render  It  odious  to  the  world, 
but  he  has  likewife  attempted  to  taint  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  my  wife.  He  fays,  ec  that  I  have  in- 
famoufly  married  a  religious  woman,  folemnly 
blefled  by  the  hands  of  the  bilhop,  in  contra¬ 
diction  to  the  laws  of  Chrillianity,  and  of  the 
Romilh  church,  and  that  I  did  fo  whilll  my 
marriage  fubfided  with  another  woman.” 
Though  this  alfertion  were  llridly  true,  it 
would  ill  become  this  inceftuous  and  adulter¬ 
ous  King  to  accufe  me.  But  you  know  that  it 
is  entirely  without  foundation.  My  marriage 
with  my  former  wife,  now  dead,  did  not  fub- 
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proved  even  by  the  doctors  of  the  Roman  15g0- 
church ;  and  by  thofe  illuftrious  princes  to 
whom  fhe  was  allied.  My  prefent  wife  was 
not,  even  by  the  rules  of  the  popifh  church, 
a  religious  woman,  in  the  fenfe  made  by  my 
accufer.  The  duke  of  Montpenfier,  my  fa¬ 
ther-in-law,  who  is  fincerely  attached  to  the 
Catholic  communion  (not  as  cardinal  Granvelle, 
and  other  Spanifh  minifters,  from  intereft,  but 
from  principle  and  convi&ion),  fpared  no  pains 
to  put  the  lawfi.  lnefs  of  his  daughter’s  marriage 
beyond  doubt  or  controverfy.  He  found  it  the 
clear  opinion,  not  only  cf  the  principal  perfons 
in  the  Parliament  of  Paris,  but  of  feveral  bi- 
ihops  and  doftors  whom  he  confulted,  that  even 
if  a  promife  of  celibacy  had  been  given  by  my 
wife,  yet,  in  confederation  of  her  youth,  it 
would  not  have  been  binding,  as  it  would  have 
been  contrary  to  the  rules  of  the  Gallican 
church,  to  the  decrees  of  the  high  court  of 
juftice  in  France,  and  even  to  the  ordinances 
of  the  councils  of  Trent,  to  which  my  adver- 
fary  pays  fuch  unlimited  fubmiffion.  He  like- 
wife  found,  that  in  reality  no  fuch  promife  was 
ever  made  ;  that  fundry  proteftations  had  been 
taken,  to  prevent  any  perfon  from  imagining 
that  his  daughter  ever  intended  to  take  the 
vow  ;  and  that,  even  in  her  abfence,  the  moil 
undeniable  evidence  of  this  had  been  produced. 

“  I  SAID 
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append.  “  I  said  before,  that  although  my  marriage 
15B0.  were  not  fo  unexceptionable  as  you  fee  it  is, 
even  by  the  principles  of  the  church  of  Rome, 
it  would  ill  become  my  accufer  to  reproach  me 
on  account  of  it.  He  feems  not  to  have  re¬ 
membered  the  common  maxim,  that  whoever 
ventures  to  accufe  another,  ought  to  be  well 
allured  that  he  himfelf  is  innocent.  And  yet 
is  not  this  King,  who  has  endeavoured  to 
ftigmatife  my  lawful  marriage  with  infamy,  the 
hufband  of  his  own  niece  ?  It  will  be  laid  by 
his  partifans,  that  he  previoully  obtained  a  dif- 
penfation  from  the  pope.  But  does  not  the 
voice  of  nature  cry  aloud  againd  fuch  an  in- 
ceduous  conjunction  ?  And  in  order  to  make 
room  for  this  marriage,  is  it  not  true,  that  he 
put  to  death  his  former  wife,  the  mother  of  his 
children,  the  daughter  and  fider  of  the  kings 
of  France  ?  I  fay  not  this,  prompted  by  my  re- 
fentment,  rafhly  and  at  random :  I  alfert,  that 
in  France  there  is  evidence  of  the  horrid  deed  of 
which  I  now  accufe  him. 

<c  It  vcas  not  a  fmgle  murder  that  was  per¬ 
petrated  for  the  fake  of  this  extraordinary 
marriage.  His  fon  too,  his  only  fon,  was  fa- 
crificed,  in  order  to  furnilh  the  pope  with  a 
pretext  for  fo  unufual  a  difpenfation  ;  which 
was  granted,  in  order  to  prevent  the  Spanilh 
monarchy  from  being  left  without  a  male-heir. 

Thi§ 


This  was  the  true  caufe  of  the  death  of  Don  Car¬ 
los,  againft  whom  fome  mifdemeanours  were 
alleged  j  but  not  a  fingle  crime  fufficient  to  juf- 
tify  his  condemnation,  much  lefs  to  vindicate 
a  father  for  imbruing  his  hands  in  the  blood  of 
his  fon.  And  if  Don  Carlos  was  in  reality  guilty 
of  crimes  deferving  death,  ought  not  an  appeal 
to  have  been  made  to  us,  his  future  fubjecls  ? 
Did  the  right  of  judging,  and  pronouncing 
fentence  of  death  againfl  the  heir  of  fuch  ex- 
tenfive  dominions,  belong  to  Spanifh  friars 
and  inquifitors,  the  obfequious  Haves  of  the 
father’s  tyranny  ? 

Ci  But  perhaps  this  good  King  made  con* 
fcience  of  leaving  for  his  heir  a  prince,  whom, 
he  knew  to  be  born  in  unlawful  wedlock.  For 
Philip’s  marriage  with  the  mother  of  Don  Car¬ 
los  was  not  lefs  contrary  to  the  laws  of  God  and 
man,  than  that  other  of  which  I  have  already 
fpoken.  At  the  very  time  when  he  efpoufed 
the  princefs  of  Portugal,  the  mother  of  Carlos, 
his  marriage  fubfifted  with  Lfabella  Oforio,  by 
whom  he  had  two  fons,  Pedro  and  Bernardino  ; 
a  marriage  brought  about  by  Ruo  Gomez  de 
Silva,  prince  of  Evoli,  to  which  that  noble¬ 
man  was  indebted  for  his  power  and  greatnefs. 
And  befides,  is  it  not  well  known  that  this 
King  lived  in  habitual  adultery  with  another 
woman,  the  lady  Euphrafia  ?  Did  he  not  com- 
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pel  the  prince  of  Afcoli  to  take  that  lady  for 
his  wife,  when  fhe  was  big  with  child  by  him- 
felf  ?  And  while  it  has  been  affirmed  with  cer¬ 
tainty,  that  that  unhappy  man  was  taken  off  by 
poifon  ;  do  not  even  the  Spaniffi  courtiers  a-  - 
fcribe  his  death  to  the  grief  which  he  conceived 
from  the  affront  to  which  he  was  obliged  to 
fubmit,  and  the  cruel  neceffity  impofed  on  him, 
of  acknowledging  for  his  heir  the  adulterous 
baftard  of  another  ?  Such,  and  fo  chafte  has 
been  the  conduct  of  this  King,  who  has  the  af- 
furance  to  calumniate  my  lawful  marriage  as  a 
violation  of  the  facred  laws  of  chaftity. 

“  But  I  ffiall  halten  to  conclude  this  Apo¬ 
logy,  after  offering  fome  remarks  concerning 
the  nature  of  the  fentence  that  has  been  pro¬ 
nounced  againft  me.  It  is  in  this  part  of  the 
edict  of  profcription,  that  the  compiler,  whe¬ 
ther  the  King  himfelf  or  fome  ignoble  inftru- 
ment  of  his  tyranny,  has  employed  all  the 
thunder  and  lightning  of  his,  eloquence.  But 
I  thank  God,  it  intimidates  me  310  more,  than 
the  anathemas  of  Clement  VII.  intimidated  my 
kinfman  prince  Philibert,  when  he  befieged  and 
took  the  Pontiff  prifoner  in  his  caftle  of  St.  Ange¬ 
lo,  after  the  proofs  which  I  have  given,  that 
I  fear  not  all  the  power  which  my  adverfary  is 
poffeffed  of ;  and  after  contending  for  fo  many 
years  againft  his  beft  generals,  with  numerous 
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armies  under  their  command,  it  was  weak  in 
him  to  expert  to  fiighten  me  with  the  high-  158c. 
founding  terms  of  this  profcription.  I  have 
lefs  reafon  now,  than  formerly,  to  dread  the  at¬ 
tempts  of  thofe  abandoned  wretches,  whom  he 
has  endeavoured  to  inftigate  againlt  me.  For 
I  am  not  ignorant,  that  before  this  time  he  has 
bargained  with  poifoners,  and  other  murderers, 
to  deprive  me  of  my  life.  He  has  now  given 
me  a  public  warning  of  his  bloody  defign.  And 
with  the  divine  alliltance,  and  the  vigilance  of 
my  friends,  I  trull,  that,  notwithftanding  his 
diabolical  machinations,  my  life  lhall  be  pre- 
ferved  fo  long  as  the  profperity  and  intereft  of 
this  people,  to  whofe  fervice  I  have  devoted  it, 
lhall  require.  s 

My  confidence  on  this  head  is  greatly 
augmented  by  reflecting  upon  the  indignation, 
which  I  cannot  doubt  will  be  generally  excited 
by  that  extraordinary  method  of  proceeding 
againlt  me,  which  my  adverfary  has  adopted. 

For  there  is  not,  I  am  perfuaded,  a  nation  or 
prince  in  Europe,  by  whom  it  will  not  be 
thought  dilhonourable  and  barbarous,  thus  pub¬ 
licly  to  authorife  and  encourage  murder $  ex¬ 
cept  the  Spaniards,  and  their  King,  who  have 
been  long  eltranged  from  every  fentiment  of 
honour  and  humanity.  In  having  recourfe  to 
private  alfaflinations  againlt  a  declared  and  open 
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append,  enemy,  does  not  this  mighty  monarch  confefs 
,5s0.  his  defpair  of  being  able  to  fubdue  me  by  force 
of  arms?  Does  he  not  give  a  teftimony  in  my 
behalf,  and  difcover  that  he  dreads  the  efforts 
which  I  may  make  againfl  him  ?  Is  it  not 
weak  and  mean,  to  make  publicly  fo  pufilla- 
nimous  an  acknowledgment  ?  But  the  weak- 
nefs  and  mearmefs  of  his  conduct  is  not  greater 
than  the  abfurdity  of  his  choice  of  the  rewards, 
which  he  holds  forth  to  thofe  who  fhall  exe¬ 
cute  his  bloody  purpofe.  For  it  is  not  money 
only  that  he  offers  them,  but  nobility  and  ho¬ 
nour  ;  as  if  a  regard  to  honour  could  influence 
a  man  capable  of  perpetrating  a  deed  held  in 
univerfal  deteflation.  And  if  any  perfon  al¬ 
ready  poiTeffed  of  nobility  were  to  pollute  him- 
felf  by  10  foul  an  aCtion,  would  not  his  nobi¬ 
lity  from  that  moment  be  annihilated  ?  Would 
not  all  fociety  and  connection  with  him  be  held 
difhonourable  ? 

i 

44  Even  my  adverfary  himfelf  feems  to  have 
been  in  fome  meafure  fennble  of  the  truth  of 
this,  and  therefore  he  addreffes  himfelf  more 
particularly  to  criminals  and  malefactors,  as 
thofe  who  are  moil  likely  to  comply  with  his 
requeft.  44  And  in  order,”  fays  he,  44  that  his 
deftruCtion  may  be  the  more  effectually  and 
fpeedily  accomplifhed,  we,  defirous  of  punifh- 
ing  vice  and  rewarding  virtue,  promife  on  the 

word 


APPENDIX. 


369 


word  of  a  king,  and  as  the  minifter  of  God,  append.. 
that  if  any  perfon  fhall  be  found  pofieffed  of  iS80, 
courage  and  public  fpirit  fufficient  to  animate 
him  to  the  execution  of  this  decree,  and  to 
free  us  from  the  aforefaid  peil  of  fociety,  we 
fhall  order  to  be  delivered  to  him,  either  in 
land  or  money  as  he  Ihall  incline,  the  fum  of 
twenty-five  thoufand  crowns ;  and  if  he  Ihall 
have  committed  any  crime,  however  enormous, 
we  promife  to  grant  him  our  royal  pardon ;  and 
if  he  be  not  already  noble,  we  hereby  confer 
nobility  upon  him,  and  likewife  on  all  thofe  who 
Ihall  aid  and  aflift  him.”  Is  not  this,  in  plain 
terms,  calling  on  every  defperate  wretch,  every 
outcafl  from  fociety,  to  affifl  him  in  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  his  defign  ?  No  crime,  however  enor¬ 
mous,  but  fhall  be  pardoned ;  no  criminal, 
however  deteflable,  but  fhall  be  crowned  with 
honour.  Does  this  king  deferve  the  title  which 
he  affumes,  of  a  minifler  of  God,  who  thus 
confounds  the  diflinction  between  vice  and 
virtue ;  and  thus  publicly  avows  his  willing- 
nefs  to  bellow  the  highefl  rewards  and  honours 
upon  men  defiled  with  the  moft  abominable 
crimes  ?  Have  I  not  ground  to  rejoice  in  be¬ 
ing  perfecuted  by  one  whofe  confcience  allows 
him  to  have  recourfe  to  fuch  unhallowed 
means  ?  And  is  not  fuch  depravity  of  fentiment 
in  my  accufer,  a  teflimony  in  behalf  of  my  in¬ 
tegrity  ? 

Vol.  III.  '  B  b  “  I  'have 


37° 


APPENDIX. 


APPEND. 

W— -v — -> 

158c. 


44  1  have  now  faid  all  thatfeems  neceflary  to 
vindicate  my  character  from  thofe  falfe  afper- 
fions  which  are  thrown  upon  it  in  this  proscrip¬ 
tion.  Many  things  which  I  might  have  faid, 
I  have  purpofely  omitted.  Had  I  defcended  to 
a  particular  account  of  the  cruelty,  accompanied 
with  a  contempt  of  the  moft  facred  obligations, 
which  has  been  exercifed  by  my  accufer  over 
this  unhappy  people,  I  Should  never  have  come 
to  a  conclulion.  But  with  you  there  can  be  no 
occafion  for  giving  a  more  particular  detail. 
You  have  been  Spectators  of  the  horrid  fcene; 
and  have  borne  your  Share  of  thofe  oppreflions 
which  would  fall  to  be  defcribed. 

44  But  before  I  conclude*  I  mutt  intreat  you 
to  reflect  ferioufly  upon  the  means  to  which  our 
enemy  finds  it  neceflary  to  have  recourfe,  in 
order  to  accomplifh  his  defigns.  This  infamous 
proscription,  joined  to  the  pains  which  he  and 
his  ministers  continually  employ  to  create  divi¬ 
sions  among  the  provinces.  Shews  clearly  that 
he  now  defpairs  of  enflaving  us  by  force  of  arms* 
while  we  remain  united. 

44  It  is  indeed  againfl  me  chiefly,  at  this 
time,  that  his  defigns  are  directed.  44  Were  .1 
removed,”  he  fays,  44  either  by  death  or  ba¬ 
nishment,  tranquillity  would  be  restored.” 
You  will  eafily  conceive  what  tranquillity  he 
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means,  if  you  call  to  mind  your  condition, 
before  I  returned  into  the  Netherlands,  when 
you  groaned  under  the  tyranny  of  the  duke  of 
Alva;  Would  to  heaven  that  by  my  banilhment 
or  death  you  could  be  delivered  from  your 
calamities !  My  enemy  fhculd  not,  in  that  cafe, 
find  it  neceffary  to  employ  poifoners  and  affaf- 
fins  to  deftroy  me.  You  all  know  how  often  I 
have  expofed  myfelf  to  danger  in  your  de¬ 
fence.  I  leave  it  to  you,  to  whom  alone  it 
belongs,  to  determine,  whether  my  life  and  pre¬ 
fence  be  repugnant  or  conducive  to  the  intereft 
of  the  provinces.  To  you  only,  and  not  to  the 
King  of  Spain,  I  am  accountable  for  my  con¬ 
duct.  You  have  full  authority  (and  I  pledge 
myfelf  to  fubmit  to  it)  to  difpofe,  as  you  fhall 
incline,  either  of  my  perfon,  or  of  my  life. 
Interpofe  that  authority  with  which  I  acknow¬ 
ledge  you  to  be  inverted,  and  give  orders  either 
for  my  departure  from  among  you,  or  for  my 
death ;  if  you  judge  either  the  one  or  the  other 
for  the  general  good.  But  if,  on  the  contrary, 
my  part  Conduct  has  convinced  you,  as  I  truft 
it  has,  of  the  fincerity  of  my  zeal  and  attach¬ 
ment  ;  or  if  my  long  experience  gives  you 
confidence  in  my  ability  for  conducting  your 
affairs,  I  fhall  ftill  continue  to  employ,  in  your 
fervice,  the  talents  which  I  poffefs,  hoping  that 
you  will  liften  to  the  earneft  exhortations  which 
1  have  given  you,  to  maintain  harmony  and 
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■  concord  in  the  ftate  j  and  exert  yonrfelves 
ftrenuoufly  for  the  defence  of  this  people,  whom 
you  have  undertaken  to  protect ;  depending  on 
the  favour  of  the  Almighty,  that  your  endea» 
vours  for  this  end  fhall  be  attended  with  fuc= 
cefs.” 
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u4bEN'  HJJMEYA  is  ele£led  king  of  the  Morefco  . 
inhabitants  of  Granada,  i.  352.  Attempts  to  pof- 
fefs  himfelf  of  the  city  of  Granada,  353.  Com¬ 
mences  hoftilities  againft  the  Spaniards,  but  is  forced 
to  fly  to  the  mountains,  355.  His  fcattered  fol¬ 
lowers  return  to  his  ftandard,  358.  Is  murdered, 
363. 

Albert ,  cardinal  and  archduke,  is  appointed  governor 
of  the  Netherlands,  iii.  283.  Undertakes  the  fiege 
of  Calais,  287.  Takes  the  town  by  ftorm,  291. 
Takes  Ardres,  292.  Leaves  France,  294.  Lays 
liege  to  Hulft,  295.  The  garrifon  furrenders,  299. 
Surprifes  the  town  of  Amiens,  310.  Marries  th@ 
Infanta,  and  receives  the  fovereignty  of  the  Nether- 
lands,  329. 

Alcazar ,  battle  of,  between  Sebaftian  king  of  Por¬ 
tugal,  and  Muley  Moluc  emperor  of  Morocco,  ii. 
295. 

Alcmaer  befieged  by  Don  Frederic  de  Toledo,  ii.  95. 

Aldegonde ,  St.  Philip  de  Marnix,  lord  of,  promotes  the 
agreement  called  the  Compromife,  againft  the  efta- 
blilhtnent  of  the  Inquifttion  in  the  Netherlands,  i. 
254.  Is  fent  by  the  prince  of  Orange  to  the  aflem- 
bly  of  the  States  at  Dort,  ii.  48.  Is  defeated  and 
taken  prifoner  by  the  duke  of  Alva,  100.  Defends 
the  city  of  Antwerp  againft  the  prince  of  Parma, 
iii.  10.  His  fpeech  to  difluade  the  garrifon  from  a 
furrender,  17.  Aflifts  count  Hohenloe  in  the  attack 
of  the  Counterdyke  of  Couveftein,  32.  Is  tied  up 
by  the  capitulation  from  bearing  arms  for  a  year,  40. 
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is  feized  by  the  mutinous  Spanifh  troops,  u. 
179.  Is  recovered  by  the  States,  376. 

Jlva,  Ferdinand  de  Toledo,  duke  of,  his  character,  i. 
54..  His  inftrudtions  on  the  violation  of  tbe  truce  of 
Vaucelles,  51;.  Leads  an  army  into  the  Eccltfiafti- 
cal  State,  59.  His  motives  to  granting  the  Pope  a 
truce,  61.  Advifes  Philip  to  awe  the  Netherlands 
by  an  army,  288.  Leads  an  army  thither,  289. 
Imprifons  the  counts  Korn  and  Egmont,  292.  The 
extraordinary  powers  he  wasinvefted  with  by  Philip, 
296.  Inftitutes  a  council  called  the  Council  of  T u- 
mults,  297.  His  violent  proceedings,  298.  His 
inlolent  reply  to  the  magiftrates  of  Antwerp,  302. 
Cites  the  prince  of  Orange  to  ftand  a  trial,  307. 
Confifcates  the  prince's  eftates,  308.  Hs  brutal 
pr  fcriptions,  318.  Paffes  fentence  on  the  counts 
Egmont  and  Horn,  323.  Defeats  count  Lewis  of 
NafTau,  329  Declines  engaging  the  prince  of 
Orange,  34.  His  vanity  and  arrogance  on  the 
prince  dsfbanding  his  army,  388.  His  tyrannical 
pro.ecuiions,  390.  Imprifons,  and  confifcates  the 
effe£ls  of,  the  Englifh  merchants  at  Antwerp, 
396.  Inflames  the  Flemings  by  taxation,  399.  His 
reply  to  the  representations  of  the  States,  403.  Pu- 
fclifhes-an  a£t  of  indemnity,  4C7.  Inforces  the  tax 
of  the  tenth  penny,  410.  Fills  the  city  of  Utrecht 
with  foldiers,  to  live  at  Free  quarters  upon  the  inha¬ 
bitants,  413.  His  fentence  againft  that  city,  414. 
His  demands  on  the  city  cf  Bruffels,  415.  His  in¬ 
dignation  at  the  furprife  of  the  fort  of  Louveftein, 
421.  Publifhes  an  edict  for  the  immediate  payment 
of  taxes,  422.  His  barbarous  purpofe  againft  the 
inhabitants  of  Bruffels,  how  prevented,  424.  Com¬ 
plains  of  the  queen  of  England  protecting  the  Fle- 
mifh  exiles,  426.  The  citizens  of  Fiulhing  revolt 
on  his  attempt  to  fortify  the  citadel,  434.  His  fuc- 
cours  to  Middleburg  intercepted,  443.  Befieges 
Mons,  ii.  19.  Cautioufly  avoids  being  forced  to  an 
engagement  by  the  prince  of  Orange,  30.  Attacks 
and  worfts  him  in  his  retreat,  35.  Takes  Mons, 
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38.  His  army  plunders  Mechlin,  40.  Orders  his 
fon  Toledo  to  perfevere  in  the  fiege  of  Haerlem,  79. 
His  barbarity  there,  gt.  Obtains  his  difmiffion  from 
the  government  of  the  Netherlands,  102.  Review 
of  his  adminiftration,  104.  Incurs  the  Icing’s  dif- 
pleafure  in  the  marriage  of  his  fon,  311.  Is  ap¬ 
pointed  to  command  the  forces  employed  againft 
Portugal,  313.  Commences  his  operations,  314. 
His  barbarity  on  taking  the  town  and  caftle  of  Caf- 
caes,  317.  Defeats  Don  Antonio,  320.  Takes 
Lifbon,  ibid.  His  cruelty  there,  321. 

^Alvaro  de  Sande ,  his  gallant  defence  of  the  fortGerba 
againft  the  Turks,  i.  152.  Is  fent  with- reinforce¬ 
ments  to  Malta,  227.  Defeats  the  Turks,  230. 

Amiens ,  the  town  of,  furprifed  by  the  archduke  Albert, 
iii.  310.  Is  befieged  by  Marfhal  Biron,  314.  Is 
retaken,  318. 

ArnJIerdam,  is  ineffedlually  befieged  by  the  count  de  la 
Marc,  for  its  adherence  to  the  Spanifh  intereft,  ii. 
51.  The  city  accedes  to  the  Pacification  of  Ghent, 
2  39* 

Anaflro,  Gafpar,  a  Spanifli  banker  at  Antwerp,  en¬ 
gages  a  man  to  afiaffinate  the  prince  of  Orange,  ii. 
371- 

Anjou ,  duke  of,  receives  application  for  afiiftance  from 
the  Flemings,  ii.  231.  Concludes  a  treaty  with  the 
States,  244.  The  intention  of  this  treaty,  how  fruf- 
trated,  253.  Apologizes  for  his  conduct  to  Eliza¬ 
beth  queen  of  England,  254.  The  fovereignty  of 
the  States  conferred  on  him,  353.  Raifes  the  fiege 
of  Cambray,  363.  Goes  over  to  England  on  a 
profpedt  of  being  married  to  queen  Elizabeth,  365. 
His  arrival  in  the  Netherlands,  369.  Solicits  aiiilt— 
ance  from  his  brother  the  king  of  France,  378.  Is 
refufed,  380.  Refolves  tofubvert  the  liberty  of  the 
Flemings,  382.  Seizes  fevera!  towns,  and  attempts 
Antwerp,  383-  Reconcilement  between  him  and 
the  States,  402.  Goes  to  France,  406.  Dies, 
414.  His  character,  415. 

Antonio ,  don,  his  pretenfions  to  the  crown  of  Portu¬ 
gal,  ii,  299,  Is  declared  illegitimate,  306.  is  pro- 
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tois,  iii.  299.  Invefts  Amiens,  314.  Reduces  it, 
31S. 

Boifot ,  admiral  of  Holland,  defeats  and  kills  de  Glimes 
at  Sacherlo,  ii.  110.  Conducts  a  fleet  of  flat-bot¬ 
tomed  veffels,  deftined  for  the  relief  of  Leyden, 
143.  His  arrival,  147.  Perifhes  in  an  attempt  to 
relieve  Ziricfee,  173. 

Bombs ,  the  firft  invention  of,  iii.  149. 

Bommel ,  the  town  of,  feized  by  the  prince  of  Orange, 
ii.  131. 

Bommene ,  defperate  defence  of  the  garrifon  of,  again  ft 
the  Spaniards,  ii.  1 68. 

Bonne ,  the  city  of,  taken  by  Martin  Schenck,iii,  154. 

Bojfut ,  count  of,  his  fruitlefs  attempt  to  recover  the 
Brill,  i.  429.  MaiTacres  the  townfmen  of  Rotter¬ 
dam,  432.  His  orders  for  aflembling  the  States  of 
Holland  disregarded,  ii.  46.  Co-operates  with  To¬ 
ledo  at  the  fiege  of  Haerlem,  80.  Is  defeated  and 
taken  prifoner  by  the  Hollanders,  98.  Defeats  don 
John  of  Auftria  at  Rimenant,  241.  Dies,  330. 

Breda ,  a  congrefs  held  there  by  Spanifh  and  Dutch 
deputies  to  negociate  peace,  ii.  151.  Is  taken  by 
the  Spaniards,  362.  Is  feized  by  prince  Maurice 
by  ftratagem,  iii.  157. 

Brederod ,  count,  his  application  to  the  duchefs  of 
Parma,  i.  282.  His  infurredlion  and  death,  283. 

Brill  taken  by  the  Flemifh  exiles,  i.  424.  Is  attacked 
by  count  Boflut,  429.  The  inhabitants  fwear  alle¬ 
giance  to  the  prince  of  Orange,  431.  The  monks 
cruelly  treated  bv  the  Proteftants,  ibid  note. 

Bruges  is  delivered  up  to  the  prince  of  Parma,  by  the 
prince  of  Chimai  the  governor,  ii.  413. 

Brujffels.  the  duke  of  Alva’s  barbarous  refentment  for 
the  oppofition  to  his  taxes  there,  how  disappointed, 
I.  424. 

C. 

Cadiz ,  expedition  againft,  by  the  Englifh,  iii.  303. 
Is  plundered,  304. 

Calais ,  the  attack  of,  concerted  by  the  duke  of  Guife, 

i.  78. 
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i.  78.  Is  taken,  8r.  Is  befieged  by  the  archduke 
Albert,  iii.  -287.  Is  taken  by  {form,  291. 

jCamb'ay  is  befieged  by  the  count  de  Fuentes  iii.  269. 
Is  delivered  up  by  the  cit  zens,  272.  The  garrifon 
capitulates,  274. 

Caraffa ,  cardinal,  caufe  of  his  perfonal  refentment 
agatnft  the  emperor  Charles  V.  i.  37.  Concludes 
a  treaty  between  his  uncle  pope  Paul  IV.  and  the 
court  of  France,  40.  His  embafly  to  the  court  of 
France,  46.  Solicits  a  violation  of  the  truce  of 
Vaqcelles,  47.  Obtains  a  fufpenfion  of  arms  for 
the  pope,  from  the  duke  ®f  Alva,  bi. 

Caranza,  fee  Toledo,  abp.  of. 

fcarlos,  don,  bis  hiftory,  i.  303.  The  turbulent  de- 
figns  formed  by  him,  304.  Is  poifoned  by  his  fa¬ 
ther’s  order,  306. 

Cafimire ,  John  count  palatine  of  the  Rhine,  engages 
to  affift  the  States  of  the  Netherlands  againft  the 
Spaniards,  11  201.  Is  aflifted  with  money  by  queen 
Elizabeth  of  England,  236.  Joins  the  army  of  the 
States,  245.  Is  obftru&ed  bv  the  jealoufy  of  the 
Catholics,  247.  Afiifts  the  people  of  Ghent  againft 
the  Wa  leons,  25  ?.  Goes  over  to  England  to  juf- 
tify  his  conduft  to  Elizabeth,  254. 

Caflel  Roderigo ,  count  de,  his  arguments  to  perfuade 
Philip  II.  to  part  with  the  fovereignty  of  the  Nether¬ 
lands,  iii.  328. 

Catelet ,  btfie;>rd  by  the  count  de  Fuentes,  iii.  265. 
Gomt  ron’s  treachery  and  death,  267. 

Qaudebec  is  befieged  by  the  duke  of  Parma,  iii.  209. 

Qharles  V.  emperor,  bad  confequences  of  his  partial 
attachment  to  the  Netherlands,  i.  2.  Calls  his  fon. 
Philip  into  the  Low  Countries,  3.  Endeavours  to 
have  him  eledled  king  of  the  Romans,  5.  Solicits 
his  brother  Ferdinand  to  refig n  that  dignity,  7.  His 
fcheme  in  marrying  Philip  to  Mary  queen  of  Eng¬ 
land,  9.  Labours  to  reconcile  the  Englifh  to  his 
marriage,  1 1.  Philip’s  undutitul  behaviour  to  him, 
20.  Refigns  his  dominions,  22.  Procures  the  truce 
pf  Vaucelles,  23.  Computation  of  the  number  of 
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perfons  deftroyed  during  his  reign  for  their  religious 
principles,  101. 

Charles  IX.  of  France,  deludes  the  Proteftants  by  the 
treaty  of  St.  Germains,  ii.  5.  Maffacres  the  Pro- 
teftants,  27.  His  treaty  with  count  Lewis  of  Naf- 
fau,  1 18. 

Chateau  Catnbrefis^  negociations  for  peace  between 
France,  Spain,  and  England  there,  i.  88.  Peace 
concluded,  93. 

Chejier ,  colonel  Edward,  is  fent  by  the  prince  of  Orange 
with  ten  companies  of  Englifh  to  protect  Leyden 
againft  the  Spaniards,  ii.  134.  His  men  defert  to 
the  enemy,  135. 

Ch'unai ,  prince  of,  his  deceitful  condudf,  ii.  412.  Is 
made  governor  of  Bruges,  413.  Delivers  the  town 
up  to  the  prince  of  Parma,  ibid. 

Civitella  is  bsfieged  by  the  duke  of  Guife,  i.  62. 

Coligtii,  admiral  de,  defends  St.  Quintin  againft  the 
duke  of  Savoy,  i.  69-  Is  taken  prifoner,  7 6.  Is 
defeated  at  Montcontour,  ii.  4.  Is  killed  in  the 
maflacre  of  Paris,  28. 

Cologn ,  conferences  entered  into  there  for  peace,  be¬ 
tween  Philip  and  the  States  of  the  Netherlands,  ii. 
281. 

Colonna ,  his  military  operations  againft  the  pope,  i. 
64. 

Ccmpromije ,  a  copy  of  the  agreement  fo  termed, 
i.  254. 

Conde ,  prince  of,  his  diflatisfa&ion  at  the  inordinate 
power  of  the  Guifes,  i.  97.  Is  killed  at  the  battle 
of  Jarnac,  ii.  4. 

Corbeil  is  taken  by  the  duke  of  Parma,  iii.  188. 

Corfairs  of  Barbary,  fome  account  of,  i.  143. 

Council  of  State,  expel  their  diftenting  members,  and 
declare  the  mutinous  Spanifh  troops  rebels,  ii.  181. 
Accept  fuccours  from  the  prince  of  Orange  to  pro- 
fecute  the  fiege  of  Ghent,  193. 

Council  of  Tumults,  eftablifhed  by  Alva  in  the  Nether¬ 
lands,  i.  297.  Arbitrary  decree  of,  ibid.  The  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  members  decline  a&ing,  301. 

Coutras,, 
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Coutras,  battle  of,  between  the  duke  de  Joyeufe  and 
the  Getmans,  iii.  167. 

Cyprus  is  invaded  by  Sultan  Selim,  i.  367. 

✓ 

D. 

D'Andelot  is  intercepted  and  routed  in  carrying  a 
reinforcement  to  St.  Quintin,  i.  70.  Is  taken  pri¬ 
soner,  75. 

D'  Avila  raifes  the  fiege  of  Middleburg,  i.  441.  Com¬ 
mands  a  fleet  at  the  fiege  of  Middleburg,  ii.  no. 
Defeats  and  kills  count  Lewis  of  Naflau,  124.  His 
troops  mutiny,  125.  He  efcapes  from  them,  127. 
Defeats  don  Antonio  king  of  Portugal,  325. 

De  Glimes,  the  Spanifh  admiral,  defeated  and  killed  by 
Boifot,  admiral  of  Holland,  i.  no. 

De  Dhermes ,  marefchal,  is  defeated  at  the  battle  of 
Gravelines,  i.  82.  Is  taken  prifoner,  84. 

Denmark  and  Sweden,  ftate  of,  at  the  time  of  Charles  V. 

refigning  his  dominions,  i.  28. 

Deventer  is  taken  by  prince  Maurice,  iii.  195. 

Daria,  Juanetio,  takes  Dragut  the  corfair  prifoner, 

i.  145. 

Dart,  aflembly  of  the  States  of  Holland  held  there, 

ii.  48.  Send  a  fupply  of  money  to  the  prince  of 
'  Orange,  50. 

Dourlem  befieged  and  taken  by  the  count  de  Fuentes, 

iii.  267. 

Dauza.y  Janus,  defends  Leyden  againft  the  Spaniards, 

ii.  136. 

Dragut  the  corfair,  fome  account  of,  i.  145.  Makes 
himfelf  mafter  of  Tripoli,  147.  Carries  a  rein¬ 
forcement  to  the  Turks  at  Malta,  197.  Is  killed 
at  the  fiege  of  St.  Elmo,  218. 

Drake ,  Sir  Francis,  by  his  fuccefies  obliges  Philip  II. 
of  Spain  to  poftpone  his  invaflon  of  England, 

iii.  1 14, 

Du  Lis,  his  gallant  defence  of  Bommene  againft  the 
Spaniards,  ii.  168. 

Dunkirk  is  taken  by  the  prince  of  Parma,  ii.  406. 

7  Egmont , 
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Egniont ,  count,  advifes  the  battle,  and  gains  the  victory 
of  St.  Quintin,  i.  72.  Defeats  marefchal  de  Ther- 
mes  at  the  battle  of  Gravelines,  82.  is  fent  by  the 
duchefs  of  Parma  to  reprefent  the  ftate  of  the  Ne¬ 
therlands  to  Philip  in  Spain,  246.  Complains  of 
being  deceived  by  Philip,  252.  Refufes  to  command 
the  regent’s  troops,  262.  Pacifies  the  tumults  of 
the  reformers,  272.  Juflifies  and  declares  his  rea- 
dinefs  to  fupport  Philip’s  meafures,  279.  The 
prince  of  Orange’s  warning  to  him,  291.  Is  im- 
prifoned  by  the  duke  of  Alva,  292.  His  trial,  3 1  g. 
Petition  of  his  countefs  to  Philip,  323.  Is  executed, 
325.  His  character,  326. 

Egmont ,  the  young  count  of,  endeavours  to  feize  the 
city  of  BrufFels  for  the  prince  of  Parma,  ii.  279.  Is 
taken  prifoner  by  La  None,  343. 

Elizabeth ,  queen  of  England,  her  motives  for  reject¬ 
ing  the  propofed  marriage  with  Philip  II.  of  Spain, 
i.  91.  Her  Populations  refpedHng  Calais,  93.  Afe 
fords  protection  to  the  Flemifh  refugees,  392. 
Seizes  money  intended  for  Philip5  in  her  ports,  395. 
Confifcates  the  effects  of  the  Spanifh  and  Flemifh 
merchants,  396.  Is  induced  to  difcountenance  the 
Flemifh  exiles,  426.  Affilfs  the  revolted  Flemings 
with  money,  ii.  201.  Her  policy  with  regard  to  the 
difturbances  of  the  Netherlands,  232.  Engages  to 
fupply  the  States  with  money  and  troops,  233 .  Apo-* 
logifes  to  Philip,  235.  Her  conduct  on  the  treaty 
between  the  States  and  the  duke  of  Anjou,  246. 
Meafures  taken  toward  a  marriage  between  her  and 
the  duke,  365.  Her  anxiety  concerning  the  affairs 
of  the  Netherlands,  iii.  56.  The  fovereignty  of 
the  United  States  offered  to  her,  ibid.  Declines 
the  offer,  but  enters  into  a  treaty  for  their  protec¬ 
tion,  62.  Sends  Leicefter  with  an  army  to  their 
affiftance,  64.  Her  partiality  to  him,  88.  Re¬ 
view  of  her  conduct,  113.  Negociates  with  Phi¬ 
lip,  1 15.  Prepares  to  defeat  his  intended  invafion 
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of  England,  118.  The  Invincible  Armada  totally 
ruined,  137.  Her  fituation  at  this  time,  143.  Her 
expedition  againft  Cadiz,  303.  Oppofes  the  peace 
between  France  and  Spain,  322.  Remonftrates  to 
the  king  of  France  againft  it,  323. 

Elmo,  St.  fort  on  the  ifland  of  Malta,  fiege  of,  by  the 
Turks,  i.  195.  Is  taken  by  aflault,  211. 

England ,  objections  of  the  Englifh  to  the  marriage  of 
their  queen  Mary  with  Philip  II.  of  Spain,  i.  10. 
Meafures  taken  by  the  emperor  Charles  to  reconcile 
them  to  it,  11.  The  parliament  refufes  Philip  the 
ceremony  of  coronation,  16.  Philip  returns  to 
Spain,  19.  State  of,  at  the  time  of  the  emperor 
Charles’s  refignation,  26.  The  conqueft  of,  pro¬ 
jected  by  Philip  II.  of  Spain,  iii.  107.  S Armada. 

Erneji ,  archduke  of  Auftria.  See  Aujiria. 

Efcurial,  the  palace  of,  built  in  confequence  of  Phi¬ 
lip’s  vow  on  gaining  the  battle  of  St.  Quintin,  i.  74. 

Ejfex ,  earl  of,  is  appointed  to  command  the  Englilh. 
armament  againft  Cadiz,  iii.  302.  Takes  and 
plunders  the  town,  303. 

Europe ,  ftate  of,  at  the  time  of  the  emperor  Charles’s 
refignation,  i.  26. 


Ferdinand ,  brother  of  the  emperor  Charles  V.  is  foli- 
cited  by  him  to  refign  his  dignity  as  king  of  the  Ro¬ 
mans,  i.  7. 

- theCatholic,  fubdues  theMorefcoes  in  Spain, 

i.  341.  Compels  thofe  of  Granada  toprofefs  Chris¬ 
tianity,  342.  Reduces  the  inhabitants  of  the 
country,  343. 

Flemings  refute  to  fvvear  allegiance  to  Philip  II.  of 
Spain,  i.  5.  Their  jealous  caution  in  grants  of 
money  to  him,  66.  Their  ancient  commercial 
profperity,  105.  See  Netherlands. 

Flujhing ,  revolt  of,  againft  the  Spaniards,  i.  434. 
Don  Pedro  Pacheco,  the  Spanifh  governor,  put  to 
death  there,  438. 

Fontaine , 
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Fontaine ,  Fran^oife,  battle  of,  between  Henry  IV.  of 
France  and  Velafco  conftable  of  Caftile,  iii,  275. 

France ,  its  political  ftate  in  reference  to  Philip  II.  of 
Spain,  i.  31.  Character  of  the  French  at  that 
time,  ibid.  The  diflatisfadlion  of  the  nation  at  the 
peace  of  Chateau  Cambrefis,  94.  State  of,  on  the 
death  of  Henry  II.  96.  The  decrees  of  the  council 
of  Trent  rejefted  by  the  court  of,  1 8 1  •  Battles  of 
Jarnac  and  Montcontour,  ii.  4.  The  Proteftants 
deceived  by  a  treaty,  6.  Maftacre  of  the  Proteftants, 
28.  State  of  parties  in,  under  Henry  III.  iii.  48. 
The  Catholic  league,  49.  166  The  duke  of  Gusfe 
aflaffinated,  168.  The  king  aftkffinated,  169.  Ac- 
cellion  of  Henry  IV.  ibid.  He  embraces  the  catho¬ 
lic  religion,  234.  Calais  taken  by  the  archduke 
Albert,  291. 

Francis  II.  of  France,  his  acceffion,  character,  and  ad- 
miniftration,  i.  90. 

Fuentes ,  count  of,  fucceeds  the  archduke  Erneftas  go¬ 
vernor  cf  the  Netherlands,  iii.  260.  Enters  vigo- 
roufly  into  the  exercife  of  his  office,  262.  Befieges 
Catelet,  265.  Puts  Gomeron  to  death,  267.  Take6 
Dourlens,  268.  Lays  fiege  to  Cambray,  269.  The 
town  and  caftle  delivered  up,  273.  Befigns  the 
government  to  Albert,  285. 


G. 

Gemblours ,  battle  cf,  ii.  238. 

Gerard ,  Balthazar,  afiaffinates  the  prince  of  Orange, 
ii.  416.  His  examination,  418.  His  fentence, 
419. 

Germany ,  difguft  received  there  at  the  behaviour  of 
Philip  II.  of  Spain,  i.  6.  State  of,  at  the  time  of 
the  emperor  Charles’s  refignation,  27. 

Gertrudenberg  is  taken  from  the  Spaniards  by  the 
Sieur  de  Payette,  ii.  100.  Is  betrayed  to  the  Spa¬ 
niards  by  thegarrifon,  iii.  151.  Is  retaken  by  prince 
Maurice,  239, 

Ghent , 


Ghent,  a  woollen  manufa&ure  carried  on  in  that  city 
before  (he  art  was  known  in  England,  i,  105.  The 
confederacy  called  the  Pacification  of,  ii.  ig 3.  The 
duke  of  Arfchot  feized  and  imprifoned  there,  227. 
Difcord  between  the  inhabitants  of,  and  the  Wal¬ 
loons,  250. 

Giambelli ,  his  contrivances  at  Antwerp  to  deftroy  the 
prince  of  Parma’s  bridge,  iii.  19,  26. 

Gorneron,  his  private  treaty  with  the  count  deFuentes, 
for  the  delivery  of  Chatelet,  iii,  266.  Is  put  to 
d  ath  by  Fuentes,  267. 

Granada ,  jLhe  Moorifh  inhabitants  of,  forced  by  Fer¬ 
dinand  the  Catholic  to  profefs  Chriftianity,  i.  342. 
Are  opprefTed  by  the  inquifition,  343.  Are  dif- 
armed  by  Philip  II.  346.  Philip’s  oppreffive  edi£t 
againft  them,  347.  Remonftrate  againft  if,  349. 
Revolt  of  the  province,  351.  Aben  Humeya,  their 
newly  elected  king,  attempts  to  pofiefs  himfelf  of  the 
city  of  Granada,  354.  The  Morefcoes  reduced 
by  the  marquis  de  Mondejar,  355.  The  province 
plundered  by  the  troops,  358.  The  inhabitants 
take  arms  againft,  ibid.  Are  totally  fubdued  by 
don  John  of  Auftria,  362.  Dreadful  feverities  ex<* 
ercifed  againft  them,  364. 

Granvelle,  cardinal,  rigoroufly  enforces  Philip’s  edi£ls 
againft  heretics  in  the  Netherlands,  i.  235.  His 
removal  applied  for,  240.  Is  removed  by  his  own 
defire,  242.  Continues  to  exert  his  influence  over 
the  king  againft  his  enemies  in  the  Low  Countries* 
274.  287. 

Grave,  befieged  by  count  Manfveldt,  iii.  66.  Is  taken 
by  the  prince  of  Parma,  69. 

Gravelines,  battle  of,  between  count  Egmont  and 
marefchal  de  Thermes,  i.  82. 

Gregory  XIII.  Pope,  perfuades  Philip  K.  to  confer 
the  fovereignty  of  Tunis  on  don  John  of  Auftria, 

383* 

Groningen,  is  befieged  by  prince  Maurice,  iii.  252* 
submits  and  accedes  to  the  union  of  Utrecht,  257. 

Gueldres  is  betrayed  to  the  duke  of  Parma,  iii.  99. 

V oh.  Ill,  C  c  Guerrero , 
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Guerrero ,  archbilhop  of  Granada,  inflames  Philip  II. 
againft  the  Moors,  i.  344. 

Guife ,  Francis  duke  of,  leads  an  army  into  Italy  to 
fupport  the  pope  againft  the  duke  of  Alva,  i.  61. 
Befieges  Civitella,  62.  Is  recalled,  75.  Takes 
Calais  from  the  Englifh,  80.  Takes  Thionville, 
8r.  He  and  his  brother  engrofs  the  adminiftration 
under  Francis  II.  96. 

Guife,  Henry  duke  of,  his  political  intrigues,  iii.  48. 
Forms  the  Catholic  league,  49.  Enters  into  a  treaty 
with  Philip  II.  of  Spain,  51.  Gains  a  vidiory  over 
the  Germans,  167.  Is  aflaffinated  by  the  King’s 
order,  168. 

,  H. 

Haerlem ,  is  befleged  by  don  Frederic  de  Toledo,  ii.  64- 
Speech  of  Riperda  to  the  principal  inhabitants,  ibid. 
The  town  defcribed,  67.  Surrenders,  89.  Cruel 
treatment  of  the  inhabitants,  90.  Is  feized  and 
plundered  by  the  mutinous  Spanilh  troops,  92. 

Halt,  the  Turkilh  admiral,  defeated  and  killed  atLe- 
panto,  i.  370. 

Hanflede ,  Adolphus,  his  fleet  deftroyed  by  the  Zea¬ 
landers,  i.  130. 

Hafcem ,  the  corfair,  befieges  Oran  and  Mafarquivir,  i. 
156.  Is  forced  to  a  precipitate  retreat  by  the  Spa¬ 
niards,  157.  Brings  a  reinforcement  to  the  Turks 
at  Malta,  216. 

Haranguer,  Charles,  carries  a  party  of  men  fecretly 
into  Breda,  and  feizes  the  town  for  prince  Mau¬ 
rice,  iii.  158.  Is  made  governor,  161. 

Henry  II.  of  France,  his  character  and  political  con- 
dud,  i.  32.  Concludes  an  alliance  with  Paul  IV. 
againft  the  emperor  Charles  V.  39.  Agrees  to  the 
truce  of  Vaucelles,  44.  Is  perfuaded  to  violate  the 
truce,  and  renew  the  war,  51.  His  forces  defeated 
before  St.  Quintin,  73.  His  motives  to  wifh  for  a 
peace  with  Philip,  86.  Peace  of  Chateau  Cam- 
brefis,  93.  His  death,  95. 

Henry 
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Henry  III.  of  France,  his  character,  ii.  230.  Uefufel 
to  affift  bis  brother  t he  duke  of  Anjou,  380.  Ik 
offered  the  fovereignty  of  the  United  States  of  the 
Netherlands,  lii.  46.  State  of  parties  m  France, 
48.  His  firm  reply  to  the  reprefentations  of  the 
Spanifh  arrtbaflador,  53.  Declines  the  offer  of  the 
States,  55.  Declares  himfelf  the  head  and  prote&or 
of  the  Catholic  league,  166.  Procures  the  affaffi- 
nation  of  the  duke  of  Guife,  and  of  his  brother  the 
cardinal,  168.  Is  afLrtinated  himfelf,  j6p 

Henry  IV.  of  France,  his  acceffion,  iii.  169.  De~ 
feats  the  duke  of  Mayenne,  171.  Inverts  Paris,  172. 
Comparifon  between  him  and  the  duke  of  Parma, 
175.  Raifes  the  fiege  on  the  arrival  of  the  duke  of 
Parma,  1 19.  Sends  a  defiance  to  the  duke  of  Ma¬ 
yenne,  181.  The  duke  of  Parma  deceives  him  by 
a  ftratagerh,  ibid.  Difbands  his  army,  187.  Col¬ 
lets  troops,  and  haraffes  the  duke  in  his  return  to 
the  Netherlands,  191.  Befieges  Rouen,  202.  Aban¬ 
dons  the  fiege,  208.  Blocks  up  the  Spanifh  army 
at  Caux,  21 1.  Embraces  the  Catholic  religion, 
234;  The  principal  cities  fubmit  to  him,  2444, 
Publifhes  a  general  indemnity,  245.  Befieges  Laon, 
247.  Repels  the  attempts  of  the  duke  de  Mayenne 
to  raife  the  fiege,  248.  Laon  capitulates,  251,  The 
dukes  of  Lorraine  and  Guife  fubmit  to  him,  252. 
Declares  war  againft  Philip  of  Spain,  262.  Makes 
an  alliance  with  the  United  Provinces,  265.  De« 
feats  Velafco,  conftable  of  Caftile,  276.  Gains 
over  the  duke  de  Mayenne,  278.  Obtains  the  ex¬ 
pected  abfolution  from  pope  Clement,  279.  Dis¬ 
graces  the  marquis  of  Belin  for  the  furrender  of  Ar- 
dres,  293.  Befieges  Amiens,  314.  Lillens  to 
overtures  for  peace,  323.  His  reply  to  queen  Eli¬ 
zabeth’s  remonftrances  againft  it,  324.  Concludes 
a  peace  at  Vervins,  326. 

Henry ,  don,  fucceeds  to  the  crown  of  Portugal,  ii.  299. 
Difcuffes  the  claims  of  the  feveral  competitors  for 
the  fucceflion  after  him,  302.  Refolves  to  marry, 
304.  His  death,  309. 

C  c  % 


Herenbergf 
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Herenber /,  count,  deferts  the  intereft  of  the  United 
Provinces,  and  goes  over  to  the  Spaniards,  ii.  412. 

Hierges ,  count  de,  reduces  feveral  towns  in  the  Ne¬ 
therlands,  ii.  160. 

Hchenloe ,  count,  is  appointed  to  the  command  of  the 
fleet  of  the  United  States,  iii.  16.  Attacks  the 
counterdyke  of  Couveftein,  gr.  Relieves  Grave,  58. 
Reduces  Axel,  and  defeats  Hautpeine,  90. 

Holland,  revolt  of  the  provinces  of,  ii.  I-  Precautions 
taken  there  to  witfiftand  the  Spanifn  power,  45. 
The  States  of,  aflethbje  at  Dort,  48.  Eftablifh- 
ment  of  the  reformed  religion,  55.  Spanifn  fleet 
under  count  BofTut,  defeated  by,  98.  The  States 
of,  refufe  to  concur  in  the  treaty  with  don  John  of 
Auflria,  206.  See  Uniied  Provinces. 

Horn ,  count,  pacifies  the  tumultuous  inhabitants  of 
Tournay,  i.  272.  Is  imprifcned  by  the  duke  of 
Alva,  292.  His  trial,  319.  Is  executed,  325. 

Hortenjius ,  Lambertus,  cruel  perfidy  of  the  Spaniards 
to,  ii.  60. 

Howard,  lord,  the  Englifh  admiral,  his  prudent  ma¬ 
nagement  cn  the  arrival  cf  the  Spanifh  Invincible 
Armada,  iii.  128.  HaraiTes  it  with  fire-fhips,  130. 
Auacks  the  Spaniards  fuccefsfully,  131. 

Huljly  is  reduced  by  prince  Maurice,  iii.  198.  Is  for¬ 
tified  by  him,  and  befieged  by  the  archduke  Albert, 
295.  Surrenders,  299. 

I. 

"jarnac ,  battle  of,  ii-  4-* 

Idiaque z  endeavours  to  difiuade  Philip  II.  from  his  pro¬ 
jected  invafion  of  England,  iii.  109. 

Jenlis,  fieur  de,  is- defeated  by  Frederic  de  Toledo, 
and  his  fufpicious  death,  ii.  22. 

Jnquifttion,  in  Spain,  its  hi  dory,  and  mode  of  proceed¬ 
ing,  i.  134--  Effects  of  this  inftitution on  the  cha¬ 
racters  of  the  Spaniards,  136.  An  Autc-de-fe  ce¬ 
lebrated  in  the  pretence  of  Philip  II.  j 39.  The 

Moors 
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Moors  driven  out  of  Spain  by  the  feverities  of, 

343“ 

*Joyeu-re,  duke  de,  is  defeated  and  killed  at  the  battle  of 
Coutras,  iii.  167.  r 

Italy,  the  ftates  of,  their  dependence  on  Philip  II.  of 
Spain,  i.  29.  Its  condition  by  the  peace  of  Chateau 
Catpbrefis,  99. 

L. 

La  Capelle  is  taken  by  count  Manfveldt,  iii.  246. 

La  Marc ,  the  count  de,  commands  a  fleet  of  Fiemifh 
exiles  by  comrnifiion  from  the  prince  of  Orange, 
i.  427.  Takes  the  Brill,  ibid.  Befieges  Amfjer- 
dam,  ii.  51.  Caufe  of  his  mifcarriage,  52.  His 
charadler,  57.  Is  deprived  of  his  command,  and 
dies,  ibid. 

La  None,  aflifts  count  Lewis  in  the  defence  of  Mons 
againft  the  duke  of  Alva,  ii.  23.  Mons  capitulates, 
38.  Undertakes  the  defence  of  Maeftricht  againft 
the  prince  of  Parma,  266.  Is  taken  prifoner  by  the 
Walloons,  345.  On  what  terms  releafed,  347. 

La'Valette ,  grand  mailer  of  Malta,  bis  vigorous  prepa¬ 
rations  to  defend  the  Ifland  againft  the  Turks,  i. 
191.  His  motives  for  defending  St.  Elmo,  196. 
Retaliates  the  barbarity  of  the 'l  urks,  213. 

Lagviy  is  taken  by  the  duke  of  Parma,  iii.  185. 

Lan%avecchia ,  governor  of  Breda,  corrupts  the  garrifon 
of  Gertrudenberg  to  give  it  up  to  the  duke  of  Par¬ 
ma,  iii.  1 5 1.  Lofes  Breda  to  prince  Maurice  by 
negligence,  157. 

Laon,  is  befieged  by  Henry  IV.  of  France,  iii.  247. 
The  duke  of  Mayenne  endeavours  in  vain  tp  raife 
the  flege,  248.  Surrenders,  25!. 

League ,  Catholic,  formed  in  France,  by  the  duke  of 
Guife,  in  49.  Is  joined  by  Philip  ii.  of  Spain,  50. 
Henry  III.  declares  himfelf  us  head  and  protestor, 
166.  The  duke  of  Guife  and  the  cardinal  his  bro¬ 
ther  afiaflinated,  168.  The  duke  de  Mayenne  is 
chofen  commander  in  chief,  ibid.  Mayenne  defeated 
C  c  3  by 
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by  Henry  IV.  171.  Paris  relieved  by  the  duke  of 
Parma,  sy 9.  Convention  of  the  States  of,  2284 
The  dukes  of  Lorrain  and  Guife  fubriiit  to  Henry, 
252.  Is  deferted  by  the  duke  de  Mayenne,  278. 

Leice/ler ,  earl  of,  is  fent  with  Englifh  troops  to  the 
affiftance  of  the  Dutch  Siates,  iii.  64.  Is  made  go¬ 
vernor  and  commander  in  chief  of  all  the  forces,  66. 
Befieees  Zutphen,  76.  His  arbitrary  and  imprudent 
conduit,  "78.  His  feeble  attempts  to  raife  the  fiege 
ofSIuys,  96.  His  intrigues  difcovered,  100.  Dif¬ 
fers  with  the  States,  101.  Refigns  his  government 
and  returns  to  England,  104.  Is  appointed  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  of  the  Englifh  forces  to  oppofe  the 
Spanifh  Armada,  142. 

Lepanto ,  battle  of,  between  don  John  of  Auftria  and 
Hali  the  Turkifh  admiral,  i.  370. 

Lewis  XI.  of  France,  how  he  loft  the  opportunity  of 
bringing  the  fovereignty  of  the  Netherlands  into  his 
family,  i.  107. 

Lewis  of  Naftau,  count,  colleils  an  army  for  the  re¬ 
lief  of  the  Netherlands,  i.  313.  Defeats  count 
Aremberg,  314.  Is  defeated  by  the  duke  of  Alya, 
329.  Is  deceived  by  the  offers  of  Charles  IX.  of 
France,!'  8.  Seizes  Mons,  10.  Is  befieged  there 
by  the  duke  of  Alva,  19.  Mons  capitulates,  38. 
His  treaty  with  Schomberg  the  French  ambaffador, 
t  18.  Is  defeated  and  killed  at  Mooch,  by  D’Avila, 
124. 

Leyden ,  is  befieged  by  Requefens,  ii.  133.  Its  fitua- 
tion  defcribed,  ibid.  Is  defended  by  Janus  Douza, 
136.  Is  blockaded,  ibid.  Refolution  and  diftrefs 
of  the  inhabitants,  138.  The  country  laid  under 
water,  140.  Is  relieved  by  Boifot,  and  the  fiege 
raifed,  145. 

Lijbon ,  the  city  of,  fubmits  to  the  duke  of  Alva,  ir. 

320, 

Lorrain ,  cardinal  of,  his  arguments  for  an  alliance 
between  France  and  the  pope,  againft  the  emperor 
Chatles  V.  i.  43.  Fie  and  his  brother  engrols  the 
adipimftration  under  Francis  II.  96. 

Louvejiei % 
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Louveflein,  the  fort  of,  furprifed  by  Herman  de  Ruyter, 
i.  420.  Is  retaken,  421. 


M. 

Maejlricht ,  is  befieged  by  the  prince  of  Parma,  ii.  262. 
Is  taken  by  furprife,  267. 

Malta ,  the  ifhnd  of,  invaded  by  the  Turks,  i.  192. 
Siege  of  St.  Elmo,  123.  St.  Elmo  taken  by  aflaulr, 
211.  Attack  of  fort  St.  Michael,  216.  Arrivalof 
Spanifh  fuccours,  227.  The  Turks  retire,  228, 
Re-land,  and  are  defeated  by  the  Spanifh  reinforce¬ 
ment,  230. 

Manfveldt ,  count,  befieges  Grave  in  Brabant,  iii.  66. 
Befieges  and  takes  Watchendonck,  149.  Is  ap¬ 
pointed  governor  of  the  Netherlands  on  the  death  of 
the  duke  of  Parma,  227.  Lays  fiege  to  Noyon,  228. 
Fails  of  relieving  Gertrudenberg,  240.  Is  prevent¬ 
ed  from  taking  Creveceur  by  prince  Maurice,  242. 
Is  fuperfeded  in  the  government  of  the  Netherlands, 
by  the  appointment  of  the  archduke  Erneft,  243. 
Invades  Picardy,  and  takes  the  town  of  La  Capelle, 
246.  Refigns  his  employment  on  the  appointment 
of  the  count  de  Fuefites  to  be  governor,  262. 

Mary-,  queen  of  England,  her  character  and  motives 
for  marrying  Philip  II.  of  Spain,  i.  10.  Summary 
of  the  marriage  articles,  11.  Joins  her  hufband  in 
a  perfection  of  the  ProteFants,  17.  Is  left  by  her 
hufband,  19.  Is  prevailed  on  by  him  to  engage  in 
the  war  againft  France,  66.  Her  death,  89. 

Mary,  princefs  of  Portugal,  married  to  Philip  II.  of 
Spain,  i.  2. 

Mary,  daughter  of  Charles  the  Bold,  married  to  Maxi¬ 
milian,  fon  of  the  emperor  Frederic  III.  i.  106. 
Her  death,  107. 

Matthias,  archduke,  is  invited  by  the  duke  of  Arfchot 
and  other?,  to  take  upon  him  the  government  of  the 
Ne<herlands,  ii.  224.  is  admitted  by  the  States,  22  5- 
Leaves  the  Netherlands,  361. 

C  c  4  Maurice t 
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Maurice ,  prince,  fucceeds  to  the  offices  of  his  father^ 
iii.  2.  His  chara&er,  144.  Gains  poffeffion  of 
Breda  by  a  ftratagem,  157.  Provides  for  its  fecurity, 
162.  Is  made  governor  of  Gudderiand  and  Over- 
yfiel,  164.  Takes  Zutphen,  194.  And  Deventer, 
195.  Defeats  the  duke  of  Parma’s  cavalry  by  ftra¬ 
tagem,  19b.  P.educes  Hulft  and  Nimeguen,  198. 
Subdues  Steenwich  and  Coverden,  223.  l  akes 
Gerrrudenberg,  239.  Murderers  employed  to  afiaf- 
fmate  him,  by  the  court  of  Spain,  243.  Undertakes 
the  fiege  of  Groningen,  252.  Reduces  it,  256. 
Affords  protection  to  the  Spanifti  mutinous  troops, 
258.  His  operations  obftruCted  by  Mondragone, 
280.  Fortifies  Hulft,  295.  Defeats  and  k •  i i s  the 
count  de  Varas,  309.  Progrefs  of  his  operations, 
318. 

Maximilian ,  fon  of  the  emperor  Frederic  III.  marries 
Mary,  daughter  and  heire's  of  Charles  the  Bold,  i. 
106.  Is  feized  and  imprifoned  at  Bruges,  08. 

Maximilian  II.  emperor  of  Germany,  remonftrates  to 
Philip  II.  of  Spain,  againft  the  cruel  adminiftration 
of  the  duke  of  Alva  in  the  Netherlands,  i.  310. 
Medi-tes  between  Philip  and  the  Dutch  States,  ti. 
150. 

Mayenne ,  duke  of,  is  appointed  commander  in  chief  of 
the  forces  ®f  the  League,  iii.  168.  Is  routed  by 
Henry  IV.  17 1.  Summons  a  convention  of  the 
States  of  the  League,  at  Philip’s  defire,  228.  Mar¬ 
riage  treaty  for  his  fon  and  Philip’s  daughter  Ifabella, 
2  <7.  Endeavours  in  vain  to  raife  the  fiege  of  Laon, 
248.  His  mafterly  retreat.  250.  Is  reconciled  to 
Henry,  278. 

Mechlin,  is  g  rrifoned  by  the  prince  of  Orange,  ii.  24. 
Is  plundered  by  the  duke  of  Alva’s  troops,  <9. 

Medina  Cceli,  duke  of,  his  expedition  to  Tripoli,  i. 
147.  His  fleet  deftroyed  by  the  Turks,  151.  The 
Flemifh  exiles  take  great  part  of  the  fleet  he  con¬ 
ducted  to  the  relief  of  Alva,  442.  Is  appointed  to 
fucceed  she  duke  of  Alva  in  the  government  of  the 
Netherlands,  but  declines  the  charge,  ii.  102. 
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Medina  Sidonia,  duke  de,  is  appointed  commander  of 
the  Spanifh  Invincible  Armada,  iii.  124.  Defpairs 
of  fuccefs,  1  33.  Refolves  to  return  to  Spain,  135, 
His  fleet  ruined  by  a  ftorm,  136.  Arrives  in  Spain, 
1  28. 

Mendoza ,  don  Francis  de,  delivers  Oran  and  Mafar- 
quivir  from  the  corfair  Hafcem,  i.  157. 

Michael ,  St.  fort  of,  ac  Malta,  fxege  of,  by  the  Turks, 

i.  216. 

Middkhurg ,  is  befieged  by  count  Tferart,  i.  440. 
The  fiege  raifed  by  D’Ayila,  442.  Is  befieged  by 
the  Zealanders,  ii.  ic8.  Surrenders  to  the  prince 
of  Orange,  112. 

Moncontour ,  battle  cf,  ii.  4. 

Mondejar ,  marquis  of,  reduces  the  Morefco  revolters 
in  Granada,  i.  355.  His  troops  plunder  the  coun¬ 
try,  258  Is  removed  from  his  command,  361. 

Mondragone ,  leads  a  detachment  of  Spanifh  troops 
through  a  channel  of  the  fea  to  the  relief  of  Ter- 
goes,  i.  450.  Defends  Middleburg  againft  the 
Zealanders,  ii.  108.  Surrenders  by  capitulation., 
1 12.  His  vigorous  preparations  for  the  fiege  of 
Zuricfee,  171.  Checks  the  operations  of  prince 
Maurice,  iii.  281.  His  death,  282. 

Mons ,  the  city  of,  feized  by  count  Lewis  of  Naflau, 

ii.  10.  Is  befieged  by  the  duke  of  Alva,  19.  Capi¬ 
tulates,  38. 

Montmorency ,  conftable  of  France,  his  reafons  againft 
an  alliance  with  the  pope,  againft  the  emperor 
Cnarles  V.  i.  42.  Perfuades  Henry  to  conclude  the 
truce  of  Vaucelles,  44.  Is  defeated  before^St.  Qpm- 
tin,  73,  Returns  to  France  to  negociate  a  pea  e, 
89. 

Mooch ,  battle  of,  between  D’Avila  theSpanifti  gene¬ 
ral,  and  count  Lewis  of  Nafiau,  ii.  nr. 

Moref-oes,  in  Spain,  the  hiftory  of,  i.  341. 

Morocco ,  ftate  of  that  kingdom,  ii.  290.  Is  invaded 
by  Sebaftian  king  of  Portugal,  ibid.  Battle  of  Alca¬ 
zar,  2QJ.  Death  of  Muley  Moluc,  296. 

Muley  dc.oluc,  eftablrfhes  himfelf  in  the  iovereignty  of 
Morocco,  ii.  290.  Enters  into  an  alliance  with 
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Philip  II.  of  Spain,  291.  Dies  during  the  battle  of 
Alcazar,  296.  His  character,  ibid. 

JbfajJlapha ,  commands  the  Turkifh  troops  fent  to  re¬ 
duce  the  ifland  of  Malta,  i.  J92.  Befieges  St.  Elmo, 
194.  Takes  it  by  affault,  2 ix.  .Retires  from  the 
ifland,  228.  Lands  again,  and  is  debated,  230. 

3 luflepha ,  Cara,  a  celebrated  ccrfair,  fortifies  himfelf 
at  Pennon  ce  Velez,  i.  139.  His  fort  reduced  by 
the  Spaniards,  162. 


N. 

Naerden,  cruel  mafiacre  of  the  townfmen  of,  by  don 
Frederic  de  Toledo,  ii.  6c. 

Namur%  the  caftle  of,  feized  by  don  John  of  Auftria, 
ii.  213. 

Navarefe ,  the  leader  of  the  mutinous  Spanifb  troops, 
conduds  them  from  Aloft  to  the  relief  of  the  Spa¬ 
niards  at  Antwerp,  ii.  187.  Sacks  the  town,  189. 

Netherlands ,  inquiry  into  the  ancient  ftate  of,  i.  103. 
Fall  under  the  dominion  of  the  houfe  of  Burgundy, 
1O4.  The  fituation  of  the  country  favourable  for 
commerce,  105.  The  fovereignty  transferred  to  the 
houfe  of  Auftria,  ic8.  Inftances  of  the  attachment 
of  the  emperor  Charles  V.  to  this  country  and  its  in¬ 
habitants,  1C9.  Averfion  of  his  fon  Philip  II.  to 
them,  hi.  Edidts  publifhed  againft  the  proteft- 
ants,  1 1 3.  Rigorous  tribunals  erected,  115.  New 
bifhoprics  eftablilbed,  1 16.  The  country  filled  with 
Spanifh  troops,  117.  The  duchefs  of  t'arma  ap¬ 
pointed  regent,  1 19.  Speech  of  the  b.Ihop  of  Arras 
to  the  convention  of  States  at  Ghent,  120.  Appre- 
henfioi.s  of  the  people,  121.  Arbitrary  conduct  of 
cardi  al  Granvelie,  235.  The  number  of  proteft- 
anrs  increa  e  by  perfecution,  239.  Count  Eg- 
mont’s  embafly  to  Spain,  246.  Relult  ot  delibera¬ 
tions  to  flop  the  growth  of  htrely,  250.  The  en¬ 
forcement  of  the  edids  againft  protellants  revived, 
25  .  Ac  nredtracy  againft  the  eftablifhment  of  the 
inqutfuion  entered  into,  233.  Speech  of  the  prince 
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of  Orange  in  council,  257.  The  fubfcribers  of  the- 
compromife  petition  the  regent,  263.  Intemperate 
zeal  of  the  reformers,  269.  The  regent  raifes 
forces,  274.  Valenciennes  and  Antwerp  garrifoned, 
280.  Quiet  reftored,  283.  The  duke  of  Alva  fent 
thither  with  an  army,  290.  The  prince  of  Orange 
retires  to  Germany,  ibid.  The  counts  Horn  and 
Egmont  imprifoned,  292.  The  inhabitants  defert 
to  foreign  parts,  293. .■  The  duchefs  of  Parma  re- 
tires,  294.  The  extraordinary  powers  Alva  was 
invefted  with,  298.  The  council  of  Tumults  efta- 
blifhed,  299.  The  violent  proceedings  of  Alva,  ibid. 
Count  Lewis  of  Naffau  raifes  an  army,  313,  De- 
feats  count  Aremberg,  314.  Deaths  of  the  counts 
Egmont  and  Horn,  325,  Count  Lewis  defeated  by 
the  duke  of  Alva,  3  29.  The  prince  of  Orange  raifes 
an  army  arid  publishes  a  manifefto,  331.  Is  obliged 
to  difband  his  forces,  387.  Tyrannical  profecutions 
of  the  duke  of  Alva,  390.  Great  deferticn  of  the 
inhabitants,  391.  The  people  inflamed  by  taxation, 
398.  Oppofition  of  the  aflembly  of  the  States,  4CH. 
A£t  of  indemnity  publilhed,  407.  Its  reception, 
409.  Refoiute  condudf  of  the  ftates  of  Utrecht,  41 1. 
The  city  of  Utrecht  filled  with  foldiers,  414.  In¬ 
trigues  of  the  prince  of  Orange,  418.  The  fort  of 
Louveftein  furprifed  by  Herman  de  Ruyter,  420. 
The  duke  of  Alva  publishes  an  edi£t  for  the  imme- 
diate  payment  of  his  taxes,  422.  Violent  commo¬ 
tions,  especially  at  Bruflels,  423.  The  Brill  taken 
by  the  exiles,  424.  Count  de  Bofiut  mafl'acres  the 
townfmen  of  Rotterdam,  432.  Revolt  of  Flufh- 
ing,  431-  R.evo!t  of  the  other  towns  of  Zealand, 
440.  Siege  of  Middleburg,  ibid.  The  duke  de 
Medina  Cceli’s  fleet  deftroyed,  443.  Other  cap¬ 
tures  at  fea,  ibid.  Siege  of  Tergoes,  444.  Extra¬ 
ordinary  reiief  of,  451.  Revolt  of  the  province  of 
Holland,  ii..  1.  Mons  feized  by  count  Lewis  of 
Nafiau,  10.  Ruremond  and  other  towns  taken  by 
the  prince  of  Orange,  23.  Mons  taken  bv  Alva, 
39.  Mechlin  plundered  by  ABva’s  troops,  ibid  40, 
ipafbamtes  exercifed  at  Zutphen,  42.  Afl'embly  of 
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the  States  of  Holland  atDort,  48.  Maflacre  at  Naer- 
den,  Co.  Alva  removed,  and  the  duke  de  Medina 
Gccli  appointed  governor,  102.  Who  declining  the 
charge  is  fucceeded  by  Requefens,  ibid.  Ineffectual 
negociations  for  peace  at  Brtda,  151.  Reduction 
of  Zuricfee  by  the  Spaniards,  j"0.  Death  of  Re- 
quefens,  X75.  Mutiny  of  the  Spanifh  troops,  178. 
They  fack  the  city  of  Antwerp,  189.  Pacification 
of  Ghent,  193.  The  prince  of  Orange’s  advice  to 
the  States,  197.  They  apply  to  foreign  powers  for 
aid,  2C0.  Form  a  new  deed  of  union  at  Bruffels, 
203.  Their  treaty  with  don  John  of  Auffria,  204. 
Tfie  cl  epariure  of  the  Spanifh  troops,  208.  The 
caftle  of  Namur  feized  by  don  John  of  Auffria,  213. 
The  States  get  a  number  of  towns  into  their  pof- 
fefiion,  2  i  8.  Invite  the  prince  of  Orange  to  refide 
at  Bruliel's,  220.  T  he  prince  is  coun  eraCled  by 
the  duke  of  Arichot,  223.  The  archduke  Matthias 
chofen  governor,  225.  A  new  treaty  of  union, 
229.  The  duke  of  Ar.jou  applied  to  for  afHffance, 
231.  Return  of  the  Spanifh  troops,  237.  Battle 
ot  Gemblours,  238.  The  powers  of  the  prince  of 
Orange  and  the  archduke  Matthias  enlarged,  241. 
The  States  conclude  a  treaty  with  the  duke  of  An¬ 
jou,  244,  The  operations  of  their  numerous  forces 
cbffruCied  by  difienfions,  245.  The  decree  called 
the  pea^e  of  religion,  248.  Difcord  between  the 
Flemings  and  the  Walloons,  250.  Their  forces 
difperfed,  253.  The  death  of  don  John  of  Aus¬ 
tria,  255.  The  prince  of  Parma  appointed  go¬ 
vernor,  259.  He  lays  fiege  to  Maeffricht,  2*32. 
Maeffricht  taken  by  furprife,  268.  The  Walloons 
gained  over  by  the  prince  of  Parma,  272.  The 
treaty  cailed  the  union  of  Utrecht,  275.  Confe¬ 
rences  for  peace  at  Cologne, 281.  The  States  refolve 
to  transfer  their  aiiegiance  from  Pr.ilip  to  the  duke 
of  Anjou,  343.  The  fovereignty  conferred  on  him, 
353.  All  allegiance  to  Philip  of  Spain  folemnly 
abjured  by  the  United  States,  359.  Return  of  the 
Spanifh  troops,  377.  Attempt  of  the  duke  of  An¬ 
jou  on  the  city  of  Antwerp,  383.  Reconcilement  of 
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the  States  with  the  duke,  402.  Difcontents  of  the 
people,  404.  Death  of  the  duke  of  Anjou,  414. 
The  prince  of  Orange  aiTaffinated,  416.  Is  fuc- 
ceeded  in  his  offices  by  his  fon  prince  Maurice,  iii.  2. 
Great  progrefs  of  the  prince  of  Parma,  3.  Siege  of 
Antwerp,  5.  The  city  capitulates,  38.  Brabant 
deferted  by  many  of  its  inhabitants,  42.  Their  cri¬ 
tical  fituation  on  the  death  of  the  prince  of  Orange, 

45.  Offer  the  fovereignty  to  the  king  of  France, 

46.  To  the  queen  of  England,  56.  T  reaty  with 
Elizabeth,  62.  The'  earl  of  Leicefter  fent  to  their 
affiftance,  64.  Great  famine  and  peftiience,  89.  Ill 
confequences  of  the  duke  of  Parma’s  expedition  to 
France,  to  the  Spanifh  caufe,  192.  Death  of  the 
duke  of  Parma,  224.  Count  Manfveldt  appointed 
governor,  227.  ETnefl,  archduke  of  Auffria,  ap¬ 
pointed  governor,  242.  Who  is  fucceeded  by  the 
count  de  Fuentes,  260.  Cambray  delivered  up  to 
Fuentes  by  the  citizens,  270.  The  archduke  Albert 
appointed  governor,  283.  The  fovereigntv  of,  trans¬ 
ferred  to  him,  329.  This  deed  how  received  there, 
331.  See  United  Provinces . 

Nimeguen  is  taken  by  prince  Maurice,  iii,  199, 

Norris,  colonel,  diftinguifhes  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a 
body  of  Fnglifh,  at  the  battle  of  Rimenant,  ii.  243. 

Noyon  is  befieged  by  count  Manfveldt,  iii.  228. 

Nuys ,  the  deftruclicn  of,  by  the  Spanifh  troops,  iii.  73. 

O. 

Oran ,  befieged  by  the  corfair  Hafcem,  i.  155.  The 
fiege  raifed  by  the  Spaniards,  157. 

Orange ,  William!,  prince  of,  his  family  and  ch3ra£ler, 
i.  124.  Origin  of  the  difguft  between  him  and  Phi¬ 
lip  I).  of  Spain,  125.  Applies  for  the  removal  of 
cardinal  Granvelle,  240.  Oppofes  the  admiffion  of 
the  decrees  of  the  council  of  Trent,  243.  Oppofes 
the  inftrudlions  given  to  count  Egmont,  246.  De¬ 
clines  enforcing  the  edicts  againft  the  proteftants, 
252.  H.’*  fpeech  in  the  council,  257.  Punifhes 

8  ,  the 


INDEX. 

the  rioters  at  Antwerp,  269.  Tolerates  the  refornt- 
ers,  ibid.  His  reafons  for  this  indulgence  zjOa 
Defir  es  leave  to  refign  his  employments,  2/6.  Is 
informed  of  the  king’s  fecret  intentions  againft  him, 
277.  Retires  to  Germany,  290.  Refufes  to  obey 
the  duke  of  Alva’s  citation,  with  his  reafons,  307. 
His  eftat.es  confi'cated,  308.  Applies  to  the  empe¬ 
ror  Maximilian  for  his  interpofttior,  309.  His  in¬ 
ducements  to  take  up  arms,  31 1.  Publifhes  a  ma- 
nifefto,  331.  Profeffes  the  reformed  religion,  332. 
Pafies  the  Maefe,  333.  Offers  Alva  battle,  334.  Is 
obliged  to  difband  his  army,  337.  Prepares  tore- 
fume  his  operations  for  the  relief  of  the  Nether¬ 
lands,  416.  Grants  a  commiflion  to  the  count  De 
]a  Marck,  427.  Gives  the  command  of  all  the 
forces  in  Zealand  to  the  count  Tferart,  439.  The 
province  of  Holland  induced  to  revolt  by  his  nego- 
ciations,  ii.  2.  His  military  preparations,  3.  lakes 
Ruremond,  23.  Is  received  at  Mechlin,  24.  Takes 
feveral  other  towns,  25.  Endeavours  in  vain  to 
provoke  Alva  to  an  engagement,  31.  Is  attacked 
and  worfted,  33..  Difoands  his  army,  and  returns  to 
Holland,  37.  Receives  a  fupply  of  money  from  the 
affembly  of  the  States  at  Dort,  50.  Is  appointed 
commander  in  chief  of  all  their  forces,  ibid.  PL's 
moderation  and  prudent  regulations,  54.  Eftablifhes 
the  reformed  religion,  55.  Equips  a  fleet  againft: 
the  Spanifh  at  Middleburg,  109.  Reduces  Middle- 
burg,  112.  Seizes  the  town  of  Bommel,  131.  His 
meafures  for  the  relief  of  Leyden,  140.  His  at¬ 
tempts  to  relieve  Ziricfee,  173.  Projects  the  union 
of  the  provinces,  in  the  pacification  of  Ghent,  193. 
His  advice  to  the  States  on  the  arrival  of  don  John 
of  Auftria,  197.  Goes,  by  invitation,  to  refide  at 
Bruflels,  220.  Is  counteracted  by  the  duke  of  Ar- 
fchot,  223.  Pacifies  the  people  of  Ghent,  269. 
Accomplifhes  the  affociation  called  the  union  of 
Utrecht,  275*  His  reply  to  Philip’s  private  offers. 
284.  Sends  afliftance  to  Sebaftian  king  of  Portugal 
againft  the  emperor  of  Morocco,  292.  Juftifies  his 
conduit  againft  the  popular  clamours,  332.  Advifes 
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the  States  to  renounce  their  allegiance  to  Philip* 
336.  Is  profcribed  t>y  Philip,  355.  His  apology 
addrelfed  to  the  States,  357.  An  attempt  made  to 
aft'alfmate  him,  371.  His  advice  to  the  States  on 
the  duke  of  Anjou’s  treachery,  394.  Other  at¬ 
tempts  made  to  get  him  aflaffinated,  403.  Leaves 
Antwerp  on  account  of  injurious  fufpicions  enter¬ 
tained  againft  him,  408.  Is  killed  by  Balthazar 
Gerard,  416.  His  character,  42  r.  A  -ftracl  of  his 
famous  apology,  iii.  341.  See  Maurice, 

P 

Pacheco ,  don  Pedro  de,  put  to  death  by  the  inhabitants 
of  Flufhing,  i.  438. 

Paris ,  mafTacreof  the  proteftants  there,  ii.  27.  Is  in¬ 
verted  by  Henry  IV.  of  France,  iii.  172.  Great 
diftrefs  of  the  Parifians,  178.  The  fiege  raifed  by 
the  arrival  of  the  duke  of  Parma,  179.  Submits  to 
Henry  IV.  after  his  converfion,  244. 

Parma ,  Margaret,  duchefs  of,  made  regent  of  the 
Netherlands,  i.  iig.  Perfecutes  the  proteftants  in 
concert  with  cardinal  Granvelle,  235.  Publifhes 
the  decrees  of  the  council  of  Trent,  245.  Sends 
count  Egmont  to  Spain,  246  Appoints  a  con¬ 
ference,  to  confider  of  means  to  ftop  the  growth  of 
herefy,  249.  Which  offends  Philip,  25O.  Revives 
the  perfecution  of  the  proteftants,  251.  Her  anfwer 
to  the  petition  of  the  nobles,  265.  Tranfmits  the 
petition  to  Spain,  ibid.  Raifes  forces  by  Philip’s 
command,  274.  Her  fuccefs  in  fupprefling  the  re¬ 
formers,  280.  DiiTuades  Philip  from  fending  an  army 
into  the  Low  Countries,  288.  Obtains  leave  to 
retire  from  the  Netherlands,  294. 

Parma ,  Alexander  Farnefe,  prince  of,  lays  fiege  to 
Navarino,  i.  379.  Is  ordered  by  Philip  to  lead  the 
Spanifh  troops  back  to  the  Netherlands,  ii.  237. 
Battle  of  Gemblours,  238.  Is  appointed  to  fucceed 
don  John  of  Auftria  as  governor  of  the  Netherlands, 
259.  His  character,  ibid.  Befieges  Maeftricht,  262. 
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Takes  the  town  by  furprife,  268.  Gains  over-  the 
Walloons,  272.  PoflefTes  himfelf  of  Courtray,  345. 
Is  forced  to  abandon  ;he  fi  ge  of  Cambray  by  the 
duke  of  Anjou,  362  Obtains  a  return  of  the  Spa¬ 
nish  troops,  377.  Takes  Dunkirk,  406.  With 
feveral  other  towns,  407.  410.  Bruges  delivered 
op  to  him  by  the  prince  of  Chimai  the  governor, 
41?.  Reduces  feveral  principal  towns,  iii.  2.  His 
lenity  towards  the  inhabitants,  4.  Befieges  Ant¬ 
werp,  5,  Blockades  the  Beheld  by  a  bridge,  io. 
Defcriptlon  of  this  bridge,  12.  Repairs  the  bridge, 
after  an  attempt  made  to  defiroy  it,  25.  Fortifies 
the  counterdyke  of  Couveftein,  28.  Recovers  the 
poffeffion  of  ir,  34.  The  city  of  Antwerp  fubmits 
to  him,  38-  His  great  po;wer  in  the  Netherlands, 
45.  Takes  Grave  in  Brabant,  69.  Befieges  Ven- 
lo,  70.  fakes  the  town  by  capitulation,  72.  His 
motives  to  attack  Nuys,  73.  Lays  fiege  to  Rhine- 
berg,  75.  Befieges  Sluys,  93.  DiiTuades  Philip 
from  invading  England,  1 1 5.  His  preparations  to 
co-operate  with  the  invincible  Armada,  123.  Me¬ 
ditates  the  fiege  of  Bergen-cp-Zbom,  145.  Is  de¬ 
ceived  by  two  Englifh  foldiers,  146.  Abandons  the 
attempt,  148.  His  difficulties  and  anxiety,  150. 
Mutiny  among  his  Spanifn  troops,  156.  Sends  a 
reinforcement  to  the  duke  of  Mayenne,  173.  His 
fir  ft  expedition  into  fiance,  .74.  Companion  be¬ 
tween  him  and  Henry  IVr,  175,  His  wife  precau¬ 
tions  on  entering  France,  176.  Raifes  the  fiege  of 
Paris,  179.  Deceives  Henry  by  a  ftcatagem,  581. 
Takes  Lrgny,  183.  P01  IF s  himfelf  of  CorbeiS, 

188.  Returns  to  the  Netherlands,  189.  His 
cavalry  defeated  by  prince  Man  ice,  196.  Marches 
again  into  France,  203.  Inverts  the  town  of  St. 
Lfprit  de  Rue,  208.  R  Tes  the  fiege  of  Rouen,  ibid. 
Is  wounded  at  Caudbec,  209.  His  army  blocked 
up  by  Henry  IV.  at  Caux,  21.1.  Efcapes  bjr  palling 
the  Seine,  215.  Returns  to  t.he'Netherbnds  again, 
2  to.  Is  ordered  back  to  France,  arid  dies,  224-1 
Tits  character,  225. 
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Paul  IV ,  pope,  his  character  and  conduct,  i.  34.  The 
ambition  of  his  nephews,  36.  Caufe  of  his  animo- 
fity  to  the  emperor  Charles  V.  38.  Concludes  an 
alliance  with  France  againft  the  emperor,  39.  In¬ 
duces  Henry  to  break  the  truce  of  Vaucelles,  50. 
His  violent  conduft,  52.  Paffes  a  fentence  to  de¬ 
prive  Philip  II.  of  the  fovereignty  of  Naples,  56. 
His  dominions  invaded  by  the  duke  of  Alva,  59. 
Obtains  a  truce*  61.  His  forces  defeated  by  Co- 
lonna,  64.  Obtains  peace  From  Philip,  76.  Dies, 

99. 

Payettt ?,  fieur  de,  takes  San  Gertrudenberg  from  the 
Spaniards,  ii.  100. 

Pembroke ,  earl  of,  joins  the  duke  of  Savoy  with  a  body 
of  Englifh  forces,  i.  68.  Is  fent  home,  76. 

Pennon  de  Velez ,  the  fort  of,  reduced  by  don  Garcia  de 
Toledo,  i.  160. 

Perez ,  Antonio,  his  bafe  treatment  by  Philip  II.  of 
Spain,  iii.  216. 

Philip  II.  king  of  Spain,  his  birth  and  education,  i.  r. 
His  character,  2.  His  firft  marriage,  ibid.  Is  called 
by  his  father  into  the  Low  Countries,  3.  Unpopu¬ 
larity  of  his  manners,  4.  Difgufts  the  Germans,  6. 
Returns  to  Spain,  8.  Marries  Mary  queen  of  Eng¬ 
land,  9.  Summary  of  the  marriage  articles,  11. 
Arrives  in  England,  14.  His  behaviour  and  man¬ 
ners,  ibid.  Is  refufed  the  ceremony  of  coronation, 
16.  His  endeavours  to  remove  the  prejudices  enter¬ 
tained  againft  him,  ibid.  Inftigates  a  perfection  of 
the  Englifh  proteftants,  17.  Leaves  England,  19. 
His  undutiful  behaviour  to  his  father,  20.  Review 
of  his  dominions,  and  the  extent  of  his  power,  25. 
Dependence  of  the  pope  on  him,  29.  His  condudi 
on  Henry  II.  of  France  breaking  the  truce  of  Vau¬ 
celles,  55.  Is  deprived  of  the  fovereignty  of  Naples 
by  the  fentence  of  pope  Paul  IV.  56,  His  fcruples 
as  to  oppofing  the  pope  by  violence,  explained,  57. 
Orders  Alva  to  invade  the  pope’s  dominions,  59. 
Levies  forces  in  the  Low- Countries  againft  France, 
65.  Engages  England  in  the  war,  66.  His  beha¬ 
viour  on  the  vidtory  at  St.  Quintin,  74.  Takes  the 
Vol,  III.  D  d  town. 
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town,  75.  Neglects  the  improvement  of  his  adv2n«=> 
tages,  76.  Concludes  a  peace  with  the  pope,  lid . 
His  motives  to  defire  a  peace  with  France,  86. 
Projects  a  marriage  with  queen  Elizabeth,  90.  His 
conduit  with  refpeit  to  his  allies,  93.  State  of  his 
affairs  in  Italy  on  the  peace  of  Chateau  Cambrefis, 
and  death  of  Henry  II.  of  France,  99.  His  aver- 
fion  to  the  Flemings,  ui.  His  ediits  againft  the 
proteftants,  114.  His  rigorous  tribunals  for  the 
extirpation  of  herefy,  U5.  Fills  the  Netherlands 
with  Span'lh  foldiers,  117.  Appoints  the  duchefs 
of  Parma  regent,  1 18.  Meets  a  convention  of  the 
States  at  Ghent,  120.  His  inflexibility  in  religion, 
123.  Origin  of  the  difguft  between  him  and  the 
prince  of  Orange,  125.  Returns  to  Spain,  131. 
His  partiality  to  Spain,  132.  Orders  Caranza, 
archbifhop  of  Toledo,  to  be  profecuted  by  the  In- 
quifition,  1 38.  Enjoys  the  fpedlacle  of  an  Auto-dc- 
fe,  139.  The  prudence  of  his  civil  government, 
141.  His  unfuccefsful  armament  againft  Tripoli, 
147.  His  great  preparations  to  reduce  Pennon  de 
Velez,  159.  Wffties  to  exclude  all  proteftants 
from  attending  the  council  of  Trent,  172.  Ac¬ 
knowledges  the  authority  of  the  council,  and  orders 
obedience  to  its  decrees,  184.  His  vigorous  mea- 
furts  to  afflft  the  knights  of  Malta  againft  the  Turk¬ 
ish  invafion,  190.  But  ungeneroufly  neglefls  aflift- 
ing  them,  224.'  Sends  troops  at  length  who  defeat 
the  Turks,  230.  Evades  the  prince  of  Orange’s 
application  for  the  removal  of  cardinal  Granvelle, 
24O.  His  reception  of  count  Egmont,  248.  Is  of¬ 
fended  at  the  confultation  about  means  to  ftop  the 
growth  of  herefy  in  the  Netherlands,  250.  The 
grounds  of  hisaverfton  to  the  prince  of  Orange,  and 
the  counts  Horn  and  Egmont,  273.  Refolves  to 
awe  the  Netherlands  by  an  army,  288-  Sends  Alva 
thither,  290.  The  extraordinary  powers  he  in- 
vefled  Alva  with,  296.  Hiftory  of  his  fon  don 
Carlos,  303.  Orders  him  to  be  poifoned,  306.  His 
reply  to  Maximilian’s  remonftrance  on  the  duke  of 
Alva!s  eonducl,  ?iq.  Is  inftigated  againft  his  Mo- 
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rcfco  fu’ojecfs,  344..  Difarms  them,  346.  His 
oppreffive  edict  againft  them,  347*  -The  province 
of  Granada  revolts,  350.  Makes  flavesof  the  pri- 
foners,  357'  His  dreadful  feverities  againft  the  re- 
volters  when  fubdued,  364*  Enters  into  a  league 
with  the  pope  and  Venetians  againft  the  Turks, 
368.  His  behaviour  on  the  victory  of  Lepanto,  374. 
Recedes  from  his  demand  of  the  tenth  and  twentieth 
pennies  from  the  Netherlands,  ii.  4 6.  Is  perfuaded 
by  the  emperor  Maximilian  to  negociate  with  the 
prince  of  Orange,  150.  Appoints  don  John  of 
Auftria  governor  of  the  Netherlands,  195.  Abfo- 
lutelv  refufes  to  remove  him,  and  ratify  the  election 
of  Matthias,  240.  Motives  of  his  negledl  in  fup- 
porting  don  John  of  Auftria,  256.  Is  fufpeded  of 
poifoning  him,  ibid.  Confents  to  the  treaty  be¬ 
tween  the  prince  of  Parma  and  the  Walloons,  271. 

His  conduit  in  the  conferences  at  Cologne,  281.  His 

private  offers  to  the  prince  of  Orange,  283.  His  in¬ 
terview  with  Sebaftian  king  of  Portugal,  291.  His 
negociations  with  Muley  Moluc  and  the  Turkifh 
fultan,  ibid.  His  pretenftons  to  the  kingdom  of 
Portugal,  299.  His  manifefto,  305.  Invades  Por- 
tugal,  314.  Conquers  it,  327.  Offers  a  reward 
for  the  life  of  the  prince  of  Orange,  356.  All  alle¬ 
giance  to  him  folemnly  abjured  by  the  States  of  the 
United  Provinces,  359.  His  attention  to  the  affairs 
of  France,  iii.  50.  Enters  into  a  treaty  with  the 
duke  of  Guife,  51.  Meditates  the  conqueft  of  Eng¬ 
land,  107.  His  Invincible  Armada,  122.  This 
fleet  totally  ruined,  137.  His  magnanimity  on  this 
difafter,  140.  His  views  on  France,  172.  Sends 
the  duke  of  Parma  to  France  to  oppofe  Henry  IV. 
174.  Orders  the  duke  of  Parma  to  march  again  to 
theafliftance  of  the  League  in  France,  203.  His 
bafe  treatment  of  Efcovedo,  and  Antonio  Perez, 
217.  Sends  troops  to  chaftife  the  people  of  Arra- 
gon,  221.  Abolifnes  the  conftitution  of  the  Arra- 
gonian  government,  222.  Appoints  count  Manf- 
veldt  governor  of  the  Netherlands,  227.  Procures 
a  convention  of  the  States  of  the  Catholic  League 
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fr  F ranee,  228.  His  interefted  views  difeovered  bf 
♦he  French,  229.  State  of  his  affairs,  238.  Ap¬ 
points  the  archduke  ErnefI  governor  of  the  Nether¬ 
lands,  242.  His  motives  for  continuing  hoftilities 
againft  Henry  IV.  of  France,  245.  His  reply  to 
Henry’s  declaration  of  war,  264.  Invades  Bur¬ 
gundy,  275.  Undertakes  a  defeent  upon  Ireland, 
301.  Cadiz  plundered  by  the  Englifb,  303.  His 
fleet  aga;nft  Ireland  deftroyed  by  a  ftorm,  305.  His 
expedient  to  freehimfelf  from"  his  pecuniary  embar- 
rafTments,  316.  His  motives  tc  a  peace  with  France, 
320.  Concludes  a  Peace  at  Vervins,  326.  Refigns 
the  fovereignty  of  the  Netherlands  to  his  fon-in-law 
the  archduke  Albert,  329.  His  illnefs  and  death, 
332.  His  character,  334. 

Pialo,  the  Turkifh  admiral,  deftroys  the  Spanifh  fleet 
under  the  duke  of  Medina  Cceli,  i.  150.  Com¬ 
mands  the  Turkifh  fleet  fent  againft  Malta,  189. 
192. 

Pius  IV.  pope,  difluades  the  duke  of  Savoy  from  call¬ 
ing  a  provincial  fynod,  i.  168.  Is  forced  to  agree 
to  the  re-afiembling  of  the  council  of  Trent,  170. 
Governs  the  proceedings  of  the  council,  175.  Dif- 
l'olves  the  council  abruptly,  178.  Confirms  its  de¬ 
crees  by  a  bull,  180. 

Pius  V.  pope,  his  charadler,  i.  367.  Applies  to  the 
princes  of  Europe  to  unite  againft  the  Turks,  ibid » 
His  death,  379. 

Plumart ,  his  expedient  for  railing  the  liege  of  Tergoes, 
i.  447- 

Portocarrero ,  governor  of  Dourlens,  his  ftratagem  for 
the  furprife  of  Amiens,  iii.  311.  Is  befieged  and 
killed  there,  315. 

Portugal^  ftate  of,  at  the  time  of  the  refignation  of  the 
emperor  Charles  V.  i.  28.  State  of  the  difputed 
fucceffion  to  the  crown,  ii.  287.  Death  of  king 
Sebaftian,  298.  Acceffion  of  don  Henry,  299. 
State  of  the  pretersfions  of  feveral  candidates  for  the 
fucceffion,  ibid.  Don  Antonio  declared  illegitimate, 
306.  Death  of  don  Henry,  309.  Don  Antonio 
proclaimed  king,  315.  Is  invaded  by  the  Spaniards, 
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ibid.  Lifbon  fubmits  to  Alva,  320.  Is  entirely 
fubje&ed,  326. 

Proteftants ,  cruel  edi£Is publifhed  againft,  in  the  Nether¬ 
lands,  by  the  emperor  Charles  V.  and  Philip  II.  of 
Spain,  i.  114.  Inquifitorial  proceedings  againft 
them,  1x5.  Refufe  to  attend  the  council  of  Trent, 
and  why,  174.  Valenciennes  reduced  and  garri- 
foned,  281.  Maffacre  of,  atParis,  ii.  28. 

Qi 

£%uintin>  St.,  is  befieged  by  the  duke  of  Savoy,  i.  69. 
The  French  army  under  Montmorency,  defeated 
there,  73.  The  town  taken,  75. 


Reformation^  the  rapid  progrefs  of,  i.  ioq.  Penetrates 
even  into  Spain,  137.  Progrefs  of,  164.  244.  See 
Protefants. 

Reneberg ,  count  of,  is  enticed  over  to  the  Spanifh  in- 
tereft,  ii.  348.  His  death,  352. 

Requefens,  grand  commendator,  a£fs  as  lieutenant  to 
don  John  of  Auftria,  at  the  battle  of  Lepanto,  i. 
369.  Succeeds  the  duke  of  Alva  in  the  government 
of  the  Netherlands,  ii.  102.  His  character,  and 
firft  tranfa£lions,  107.  Imprudently  fuffers  the  mu¬ 
tinous  Spanifh  troops  to  take  pofleffion  of  Antwerp, 
127.  Publifhes  an  a£l  of  indemnity,  131.  Befieges 
Leyden,  133.  Undertakes  the  conqueft  of  Zealand, 
160.  Tranfports  a  body  of  forces  through  an  arm 
of  the  fea  to  Duveland,  161.  Befieges  Bommene, 
168.  And  Ziricfee,  170.  His  death,  175. 

Rimenant ,  battle  of,  ii.  241. 

Riperda ,  his  fpeech  to  the  principal  inhabitants  of 
Haerlem,  ii.  64.  Is  beheaded  by  the  Spaniards, 
90. 

Rome ,  its  dependence  on  Philip  II.  of  Spain,  i.  29. 

Rone,  the  fieur  de,  perfuades  the  archduke  Albert  to 
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undertake  the  fiege  of  Calais,  iii.  287.  Is  intruded 
with  the  conduit  of  it,  ibid.  Takes  the  town  by 
ftorm,  291.  Is  killed  at  the  liege  of  Hulft,  298. 

Rotterdam)  the  townfmen  of,  mafiacred  by  count  de 
BolTut,  i.  432. 

Rouen ,  is  befieged  by  Henry  IV.  of  France,  iii.  202. 
The  liege  railed  by  the  duke  of  Parma,  208. 

Ruremond,  is  feized  by  the  prince  of  Orange,  ii.  23. 


S. 

Sacherlo,  naval  engagement  of,  between  the  Dutch  and 
the  Spaniards,  ii.  x  to. 

Santa  Croce ,  marquis  of,  commands  the  Spanifh  fleet 
employed  againfl:  Portugal,  ii.  31  x.  Is  appointed 
commander  of  the  Invincible  Armada,  but  dies,  iii. 
x  24. 

Savoy,  Philibert  Emanuel  duke  of.  commands  an  army 
in  the  Netherlands  to  ail  a&ainft  France,  i.  65.  Is 
joined  by  the  earl  of  Pembroke,  68.  Lays  fiege  to 
Sc.  Quintin,  69.  Defeats  Montmorency  there,  73. 
His  lnefieitual  perfecution  of  his  reformed  fubjech, 

1 69. 

Schelde ,  description  of  the  prince  of  Parma’s  fortified 
bridge  over,  for  the  blockade  of  Antwerp,  iii.  12. 

Schenk ,  Martin,  his  brave  attempt  for  the  relief  of 
Venlo,  iii,  70.  Builds  a  fort  on  the  Rhine,  and 
over-runs  the  country  round,  154.  Is  killed  in  an 
attack  on  Nimeguen,  155. 

Scwarizenberg,  count,  is  fent  by  the  emperor  Maximi-  - 
ban  to  treat  with  the  prince  of  Orange,  ii.  150. 

Scbaftian ,  king  of  Portugal,  his  characier,  ii.  288. 
Undertakes  the  irivafion  of  Morocco,  290.  His  in¬ 
terview  with  Philip  of  Spain,  291.  Lands  in  Africa, 
292.  Battle  of  Alcazar,  295.  Is  killed,  298. 

Selim ,  Sultan,  invades  the  ifland  of  Cyprus,  i.  36 7. 

A  league  formed  again!!  him  by  pope  P:us  V.  Philip 
II.  of  Spain,  and  the  Venetians,  369.  His  fleet  de¬ 
feated  at  Lepanto,  370.  Concludes  a  feperate peace 
with  the  Veiie  Hns,  380.  Dies,  385. 
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Sejfa ,  don  Carlos  di,  burned  at  an  Auto-de-fe,  in  the 
prefence  of  Philip  11.  i.  140. 

Sidney,  Sir  Philip,  death  of,  iii.  77. 

Sixtus  V.  pope,  encourages  Philip  II.  of  Spain  to  the 

-  invafion  of  England,  iii.  112. 

Sluys,  befieged  by  the  duke  of  Parma,  iii.  93.  Capi¬ 
tulates,  98. 

Solyman ,  emperor  of  the  Turks,  his  conquefts,  ?, 
J42.  Deftroys  the  Spanifh  fleet  fent  againft  Tri¬ 
poli,  150  His  preparations  to  reduce  the  ifland 
of  Malta,  187.  His  troops  driven  from  the  ifland, 
230 

Sonoy,  I  heodore,  commander  of  the  Dutch  fleet,  de¬ 
feats  count  Boil’ut  the  Spanifh  admiral,  ii.  97. 

Spain ,  the  hiftory  of  the  Moors  in,  i.  341 .  The  country 
delolated  by  the  feverities  exercifed  againft  them, 
3  ,4.  Revolt  of  the  province  of  Granada,  351. 

Spunijh  troops,  thofe  under  D’ Avila  in  the  Netherlands, 
mutiny  for  want  of  pay,  ii.  125.  Another  mutiny 
of,  178.  Seize  Aloft,  179.  Are  declared  rebels 
by  the  council  of  State,  180.  Seel Navarefe. 


T. 

Ter  oes,  fiege  of,  i.  444..  Its  fituation,  447.  Extra¬ 
ordinary  relief  of,  451. 

Thionv  lie  s  taken  by  the  duke  of  Guife,  i.  81. 

Toledo ,  Caranza,  archbifhop  of,  is  fufpe&ed  of  incli¬ 
ning  to  the  reformed  opinions,  i.  137.  Is  profecuted 
in  the  inquifition  by  order  of  Philip  II.  ibid, 

Toledo ,  Frederic  de,  fon  of  the  duke  of  Alva,  block¬ 
ades  Mons,  ii.  19.  Lays  divers  towns  under  contri¬ 
bution,  42.  His  barbarous  treatment  of  Zutphen, 
ibid.  His  great  progrefs  in  reducing  the  revolted 
towns,  59.  His  cruel  maflacre  at  Naerden,  60.  Be-r 
fieges  Haerlem,  69.  Is  ordered  by  his  father  to  per- 
fevere  in  the  fiege,  79.  His  perfidious  barbarity  to 
the  garrifon  and  inhabitants,  90.  His  troops  mu¬ 
tiny,  92.  Befieges  A'cmer,  95. 
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Toledo,  don  Garcia  de,  reduces  the  fort  of  Pennon  de 
Velez,  i.  1 6 1 .  Is  made  viceroy  of  Sicily,  162. 

Tournay ,  the  tumults  of  the  reformers  there  quieted  by 
count  Horn,  i.  272. 

Tournbout ,  battle  of,  between  prince  Maurice  and  the 
count  de  Varras,  iii.  308. 

Trent ,  fummary  account  of  the  council  of,  i.  166. 
State  of  Europe  at  that  time,  167.  The  meeting 
of,  revived  by  pope  Pius  IV.  17 1.  Reafons  why  the 
Proteftants  refufed  to  attend  it,  174.,  Is  governed 
by  the  pope  and  his  legates,  175.  Is  abruptly  con¬ 
cluded,  178.  Its  decrees  confirmed  by  a  papal  bull, 
379.  Its  decrees  rejeded  by  the  court  of  France,  i8t- 

Tripoli ,  taken  and  fortified  by  the  corfair  Dragut,  i. 
347.  Unfuccefsful  expedition  of  the  Spaniards 
againfl,  ibid. 

Tferart ,  count  de,  defends  the  province  of  Zealand  for 
the  prince  of  Orange,  i.  440.  Befieges  Middleburgh, 
ibid.  Befieges  Tergoes,  444. 

Tunis,  is  taken  by  don  John  of  Auftria,  i.  382,  Is  re¬ 
taken  by  the  Turks,  384. 

V. 

Valdez,  is  intruded  by  Requefens  with  theredudion  of 
Leyden,  ii.  136.  Confines  his  operations  to  a 
blockade,  ibid.  Is  forced  to  raife  the  fiege,  147.  Is 
accufed  by  his  foldiers  of  being  bribed,  and  is  ill 
treated,  149,  vote. 

Valenciennes ,  the  city  of,  reduced  and  garrifoned  by  the 

regent,  i.  280. 

Valor,  don  Ferdinand  de,  is  eleded  king  by  the  Mo- 
refco  inhabitants  of,  Granada,  i.  352.  See  Alex 
Humeya. 

V ay  as,  count  de,  is  defeated  and  killed  by  prince  Mau¬ 
rice,  iii.  309. 

Varambon ,  marquis  of,  is  defeated  by  colonel  Vere,  iii. 
15b.  Is  defeated  and  taken  prifoner  by  marfhal 
Btron,  3QQ. 

Vargas , 
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Vargas,  a  Spaniih  officer,  plunders  Maeftricht,  ii* 
1 84. 

Vaucelles ,  truce  of,  procured  by  the  emperor  Charles  V. 
previous  to  his  refignation,  i.  23.  Is  broken  by 
Henry  II.  of  France,  50. 

Velafco,  conftable  of  Caftile,  invades  Burgundy,  iii. 
275.  Is  worfted  by  Henry  IV.  and  retires,  276. 

Venice,  political  fituation  of,  at  the  time  of  Charles  V. 
refigning  his  dominions,  i.  30. 

Venlo ,  is  befieged  by  the  prince  of  Parma,  iii.  70. 
Capitulates,  72. 

Verdugo  defends  Groningen  for  the  Spaniards  againft 
prince  Maurice,  iii.  253. 

Vere,  colonel,  defeats  the  marquis  of  Varambon,  and 
relieves  Rhinberg,  iii.  156.  Diftinguiihes  himfelf 
at  the  fiege  of  Deventer,  195. 

Vervins ,  conferences  held  there  for  a  peace  between 
France  and  Spain,  iii.  322.  The  peace  concluded, 
326. 

Viglius ,  prefident  of  the  council  to  the  duchefs  of 
Parma,  regent  of  the  Netherlands,  his  arguments  for 
receiving  the  decrees  of  the  council  of  Trent,  i.  243. 
Offers  a  remonftrance  to  Philip,  againft  the  barba¬ 
rity  of  Alva’s  adminiftration,  303.  His  objections 
to  Alva’s  taxations,  405. 

Villars,  fieur  de,  defends  Rouen  againft  Henry  IV. 
of  France,  iii.  202.  His  vigorous  Tally  to  raife  the 
fiege,  205.  Is  defeated  and  killed  before  Dourlens, 
268. 

Vitelli ,  marquis  of,  his  advice  to  the  duke  of  Alva,  ii. 
15.  His  death,  174. 

Ul ha,  Oforio  de,  condu&s  a  body  of  Spanifh  troopS' 
through  an  arm  of  the  fea,  to  Duveland,  ii.  163. 

Uluccialli,  the  corfair,  faves  a  part  of  the  Turkifh  fleet 
from  deftruffionat  the  battle  of  Lepanto,  i.  373.  Is 
made  commander  in  chief  by  fultan  Selim,  376* 
Retakes  T unis  from  don  John  of  Auftria,  384. 

United  Provinces  of  the  Netherlands,  the  fir  it  founda¬ 
tion  of  that  republic  laid  by  the  treaty  called  the 
Union  of  Utrecht,  ii.  275.  The  fovereignty  of 
them  conferred  on  the  duke  of  Anjou,  353.  A  If 

allegiance 


INDEX. 


allegiance  to  Philip  of  Spain  folemnly  abjured,  3590' 
The  prince  of  Grange  affaflinated,  416.  Their  cri¬ 
tical  fkuation  on  this  event,  iii.  45.  Offer  the  fo- 
vereignty  to  Henry  III.  of  France,  46.  To  queen 
Elizabeth  of  England,  56.  Treaty  with  Elizabeth, 
62.  Leicefter  made  governor  and  commander  in 
chief,  64.  They  remonftrate  to  him  on  his  arbi¬ 
trary  condudb,  82.  Represent  their  grievances  to 
queen  Elizabeth,  86.  Profperity  of,  91.  Affift 
Elizabeth  with  fhips  to  oppofe  Philip’s  proje£led  in- 
vafion  of  England,  1 22.  Prince  Maurice  made  go¬ 
vernor  of  Guelderland  and  Overyffel,  164.  Rejedf 
the  archduke  Erneft’s  offer  of  treating  for  peace, 
243.  Groningen  united  to  the  confederacy,  257. 
Enter  into  an  alliance  with  Henry  IV.  of  France, 
265.  Undertake  their  firft  expedition  into  India, 
282,  note.  See  Netherlands. 

Utrecht ,  the  States  of,  oppofe  the  impofition  of  the 
tenth  penny,  i.  41 1.  Is  filled  with  Spanifh  foldiers 
at  free  quarters,  413.  The  treaty  called  the  unioa 
of,  ii.  275. 

W. 

Walloons ,  fource  of  the  quarrel  between  them  and  the 
Flemings,  ii.  250.  Commence  hoftilities  againft 
them,  252.  Are  gained  over  by  the  prince  of  Par¬ 
ma,  260. 

Wiat-,  Sir  Thomas,  his  infurredlion  in  oppofition  to 
queen  Mary's  marriage,  i.  12. 

Willoughby ,  lord,  fucceeds  the  earl  of  Leieefter  in  the 
command  of  the  Englifh  troops  in  the  Netherlands, 
iii.  144. 


Z. 

Zealand ,  the  province  of,  revolts  againft  the  Spaniards 
i.  440.  Meafures  taken  there  to  withltand  the 
Spa&ilh  power,  u.  45.  The  Zealanders  deftroy  the 

Spanifh 


/ 


INDEX. 

Spanifh  fleet  under  Adolphus  Hanftede  at  Antwerp, 
129.  The  conqueft  of  that  province  undertaken  by 
Requefens,  160.  Siege  of  Bommente,  168.  Siege 
of  Ziricfee,  170. 

Xiricfee  befieged  by  the  Spaniards  under  Requefens,  ii. 
170.  Surrenders,  174. 

Zutphen,  its  fituation,  ii.  42.  The  cruelties  pra£tifed 
there  by  don  Frederic  de  Toledo,  43.  Is  befieged 
by  the  earl  of  Leicefter,  iii.  76.  Is  taken  by  prince 
Mauricp,  194. 
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